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PBEFACE. 

It is commonly argued by writers on the French Rcv<.lQtLoa 
that the state of the Church, as well as of the nation in 
general, must have been exceedingly comipt, and that both 
clergy and people were equally destitute of religious belie( 
aud of monii principle, or so total a disruption of all tiie 
bonds of society could never have taken place, aiteuded as 
h WftB with ehreamstoDoes of unprecedented confusion and 
horror ; and they point to the fkct of priests and religiotu, 
•nd even bishops, openly apostatising from ChristiaDity, 
and abandoning themselves to all the in&mous license <rf 
the times, and the atrocious erimes perpetrated by a people 
80 lately* in profession at least, CathoKe. 

That Bodety was radically and irretrievably con-upt, es« 
pecially in high places, aud that many of the clergy, and in 
particular those about the court, were deeply infected with 
the taint of infidelity, is unhappily too true. But such 
writers seem utterly to overlook a fact equally patent and 
remarkable, that hundreds of ecclesiastics not merely re- 
tained aud avowed their relii]^oua belief, in spite of porsecu- 
tion and contempt, but died their blood fur the faith ; en- 
during the grossest insults and the most agonising torments, 
not only with meekness and rebignation, but with a touch- 
ing piety, aud a sweet and tender charity towards their 
murderers, suoli as make their consume v and fortitude 
differ in kind from atiy thing which mere natural heroism, 
however exalted, has at any time exhibited; while thousaudt 
risked their lives and abandoned all things for consdenoe 
sake, if a few traitors and apostates— fbr few they were 
in comparison with those who stood firm in the hour of 
Ma^ and nobly suffered all that a dlabotioBl maliq^ cooU 
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infliot^ rather than abate one tittle of tbeir obedience to 
the Divine law ;-*if this wretched minority are to be taken 
as a proof of the inroads tuat vice and Infidelity liad made 
upon the Church of Fvaaoe, how.triiimphaut is the demon- 
stration afforded by her numerous martyrs and conlessort 
that she was yet sound and pure at heart! 

And as respects the people at large : ** To judge of a 
-iHiolc nation," saja Mr. Helancy in his Mnasffrf at the 
C'^nn^f, *' Hy tho conduct or nKiiiners of its populace iti its 
capital and larger cities in times of great exf itrmeut, would 
lead to as false and unjust, as well as uhl,' 'onerous conclu- 
sioua, iu respect to that nation, as it would to judge of au 
iudividnal only by what he did when imder the effects of 
ddiHum tremens or intoxication.** " The populace, ' a** he 
elsewhere observes, required to be deosived, as wvll «8 
'bribed, into tlie cononission of aolswhieh eaM us-to shud- 
der when we look hack on 'them, «Ma at a distance of 
^xty years.** An «zeemble fiiotion, devoid of every ptin- 
dlple of morality and every feeling of hnmanity, badoisurped 
'the power of the state ; and while overawing the* better por- 
^on of (he nation by Wholeeale^proseripiion and slaughter, 
drove the masses of-^e people to enact, iu a frenzy of 
terror and fury, excesses which, left to themselves and in 
^seir sober senses, they would never have had the heart to 
perpetrate. That under the seething surface of vice and 
impiety which covered the land, there lay hid all the while, 
even iu the worst days of the Revol ition, fathondess depths 
of sanctity and devotion beyond the ken of the godless 
world, the annals of the times sufficiently testify ; and that, 
evrii when the nation had passed through its liery conliict, 
und a generation to whom religion was an effete superstition, 
and priests but tyiants iuid impusLors, appeared upon the 
Bceue, there still remained, not only among the country po- 
puktions, but among the inhaMtants of the towns, a vast 
amount of sapefiMtural belief which waited only for an oo* 
casioB to manifest itself, one oircumslance alone wonld 
fPDta 3— the demon>tMttfnt| not «f sympathy and tdRsoliot 
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'lMrelj» biit of r^ig{ou8 Tei^eratidli/wit)i wlileh HusVtf* 
WftB erdry where received oli his eutriiioe luto Frauce, a 
^Ipfisoncr, in the year 1809 ; mulirtude^ crowding round the 
carriage in Which he was stoted^ ahd begging his beuedio^ 
lion on their knees as he passed along. 

But if the clergy of France contributed its noble artnj 
of martyrs at Paris, Lyons, Nantes, her peasantry of Brit- 
tany and La Vendee sent forth nn heroic iKitid of veritable 
soldiers of the cross, as admirable and as worthy of being 
held in everlasting honour as their enemies are deserving 
of the universal reprobation of mankind. Brave, geueroi*?, 
honoui-able, merciful, and pure— in the heat of the fight 
resolute and uudauuted ah veteran soldiers, and iu the hour 
of victory as tender-hearted as children — what a contrast 
'^otb^ brigands,'* as their opponents called thciu, pre- 
sent to the self -stf led *^ patriots** of the republieaa forces ] 
'fiensoaly 'treacherous, bloodthirsty, brsatlilng ouly hatred 
revenge, exbibitlbg a ct^eltj and a ferocity troly ea- 
tanio, their delight tieemed'to be oal/'in intssacre and 
|»ine^ and ih this odi^iniission of the moot hideous crimes. 
Catholic France may well be proiid of her heroes of La 
V^nd^e. What but simple, supernatural feith could have 
'produced s\ich an army of patriot crusaders, and inspired a 
aystem of warfare so truly Christian ! 

For it is not posKihIe to separate the religion and devo- 
tion of the Yendean poapantsfrom their natural virtues and 
. martial qualities. As they fought primarily for their Church, 
and only secondarily and, as it may \)e said, accidentally^ 
for tiieir king, so lusi itnd before all things they were Ca- 
tholics : — to their heart's core they were what tlic ps<>ndo- 
philosophers of the day would call ** superntiiious and 
goted;" as much so as the priests who walked calmly for- 
ward to meet their assassins mth their breviaries in their 
bands, and the nanies of Jesus and Mary on their lips. 
9heise meb, sb intrepid, so cool and yet so daring, so gene- 
lous abd so noble-minde^ redted theb rosaric» on their 
'irfcy tb 1^ b&ttie-fi^ and thraw ibdinselm on their Iciieei 
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before the itaagt of the Crucified a* thcj cliaigei dow* 
npoik the bayoneto of the fat, Abstnust from the Tendean 
hU fiuih, and he U no longer the nine man : thai fiith 
mat only ioBpired h» actional it made him what he waa. 

As to the conduot and veBulia of the vmr, it ia iinne- 
oeBsary to anticipate here remarka that are luxde iu the 
eourseof the narraiiirc. In spite of some signal and pal- 
pable bluDderSn no oandid miud^ wiiich considera the disa4« 
tantages under which they laboured, will withhold from 
lx>th generals and subtrt'dhuitcs a very hi^h meed of praise, 
not only for their cctimge, which was undoubted, but for 
their stratec^ic skill and addres'i. Unhappily, as the con- 
test proceecieti, and their tirst chosc'n leaders perished in 
battle, serious evils began to show thv iii«elves ^ fcital jea- 
lousies were engendered, disseiisions broke out amongst 
the new cuimiuiuders, cruelties were perpetrated wfiioh ri- 
valled in barbuiity the enormities by which t!iey were pr4>- 
voked^ uujustitiaUe severities were adopted even againai 
members of thev own bodjr, and the whole morale of the 
anny notably degenerated* 8uch were but the Inevitable 
consequences of long-continued warfare, and that of so em* 
btttered a character^ the subversion of all established order, 
lUid the abieuoe of any legitimate head And yet to the 
end sufficient of the old spirit remained to excite the fears 
and even to elicit the admiration of their foes Despite 
the terrible reverses encountered iu the fkdd, and the 
general disorganisation which ensued, their bravery and 
tenacity had made themselves so effectually feit^ that the 
Yendeaii insurgents succeeded finally in obtaining an ho- 
nourable peace. But their gjcatcst ghtry consis^ted in tho 
fact, that the Catholic rcl gion never ceased to he opt nly 
professed in La Vendee ; nor (Ud they consent to lay down 
their arms until lilieny of wort-hip was guaranteed to theiu, 
and their priests were recognised avid piotected by the laws. 

Hence the moral effecti cf this war it is hardly posisiblo 
to overrate. Not only did it prove that France never could 
ha one and iadiTiaible> naver could he at peace with hendl 



PRBVACB. 



is 



tfn vefi^on wu re-sstablialied ; not ooIyM tlie wukur and 
enthufiiMiii which ware evoked iniure raspeot to the rett- 
gioa whifiii was able to produce sueh aeosiUe effeeta^^ui 
the miiltitiides whom terror had aileneed and isolated, the 
weak, the timil, the deqwndont, and even they ia whom 
the light of faith was well-nigh qitenohed, felt the influenoe 
of a straggle in which they took no part ; it awoke and sus- 
tained a seci'et sympathy iu their breasts, and kept them in 
a state of contiuiul readiness to welcome baok, even with 
ncclarriatioiis, the religion for which they had neither the 
courage uor the will to suffer or to contend. 

What, then f'*rr, muy not t iie France of this day owe to 
La Vendee? How much of the wligious revival which ii<>w 
fills Catholic Christeadom with admiration and joy may be 
due to that contest, 8o obstinatoly and so fruitlessly main- 
tained, as some may think, iu that little ooruer of the West! 
And this iu two ways: tirst, as has been intimated, by 
keeping the lamps burain;^ in her sanctuaries when else- 
whete thejr had been extinguished and the vetj altars tl.eBi- 
selves overthrown, and leaviug them as beacons to announce 
to all failittg and fiiltering hearts that an f uoamate God still 
had worAippers, and Peter loyal subjects, among a rebd- 
Itous and apostate people ; and secondly, and principally, 
by willingly offering that sacrifice wh>ch Ood never fiiils to 
accept and to requite ^the sacrifice of the heart 's-blood of 
the best and purest of l^r children. That blood, like the 
Wood of the raartyr-priests, has never ceased to cry out, not 
for venj^eiii^e, but for mercy and r)r blcssing^s — the richest 
and the choicv^st, because spiritual and hrtivculy — on the 
land that poured it out a£ ttiough it had been the blood of 
brute cattle that die uupitied iu the shambles, or rather of 
the Wild Ueants of the forest whom it vms a iiecessity to ex- 
terminate. Certain it is thatnusvhere has reJiu:ioii, so trod- 
den down and all but exterminated as it was. liu,ti so speedy 
and 80 astonishing a resurrection as iu nee mlidel France; 
and to what can this be mo;e probably attributed, than to 
lhaispirit of ianouilaJJmi which auimatod alike the pnests 
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of the Carmes and t-be pen Tits of 1 1 Vt'udec ? If tlie bu^ 
cheries of TyhTini are one iluv to yield, as we may piouslj 
hoi>o, a fruitful hurvc'st of souls to the Cijurch in our land, 
what might Eriij^laml long ere this have become, hi^d mare 
of her sous bled uiid died witli Lhe gulUui Nurtous around 
the hanner of the Five Precious VVoupds, and t)ie gibbcti 
liood tenfold tlUoker between Newcastle dvd WelherUy t 

The eirength and reality of the pi iaciplee for whiofa Xm 
Yendte oontended, and the ardour wi$h whicb tbf iami 
there enkindled burned OP de8|dte the ^ndiffereiiGe ai^d 
ealarity which weighed upon the land, inay b^ eatim^te^ 
by the euthusiaani excited in the breasts of the young BtQ« 
dents of YanneSy and the bravery and fortiti^de displayed in 
their defence, lingular phenomenon | that eouie hundfedf 
of boys should turn soldiers in sober earnest, all bectiuae 
the great emperor bullied the Pope, changed their Cate- 
chism, and gave them Charlemagne for tlit ir patron instead 
of St. Catharme and St. Nicholas; but no ambiguous oiiiett 
of br ght and glorious days to France, that, in what with 
iiLiny would have passed for a mere piece of suite -poli<gr, 
with which they had no concern, tlie^ school-boys and se- 
minarists should feel to the q^ixick that a great principle wag 
at stake, for whicb*they were bound, i\s with all their 
hearts thej were willing, to fight and to 4ie* 

The soholars oi Vanhea — as many as survive — have 
passed the prime iH their l^e ; but iprtj 7^^. 

that have g<nie k^, what services have tbejr qet rendered^ 
by their labours, their writing, their coi^irageous exa^uple^^ 
to the Church, to literature, to society ! And whence I^kdi 
they derived their first inspirations, but from those annals 
of the old Chouannerie which as boys it was their delight 
to collect, and from those bearded men, with their bronzed 
countenances and thoua:htfnl brows, who had returned to 
renew the studies of theiryouth, only that they ni'ght com- 
plete, as ministers of peace, at tlie altar tlio warfare they 
had begun on the battle-field ? True patriots, whme jMrtria 
h DLOi of this world though a,C9identaIlj an.4 ^v^^ cjurcuoi^. 
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etancef^ asooclated with nionarchy, thrir Catholicism was 
subservient to no form of governmcut, albeit respectful and 
friendly to all ; nphol ling^ obedience to constituted autho- 
rity as the ordinance ot *Tod, it looked, above all things, tc 
maintaining intact the liberties of the Cliurch and the in- 
dependence of the spiritu.il power. sucii men and such 
principles France owes every thing ; and on France at this 
mouieut hang the destimes of the worid. 

The story of tA Teiid^ and oi the Little Ohouannerie is 
gathered from the varioas extant sources ; but in the case 
of tiie latter, which is drawai ptinoipan/ from M. Hio's own 
uarratiVe^ an endeavour has l&ieen made to assi^ to that 
gentleman the podtion which rightfully Belonged to him, 
but which his modesty and humiUtiy prevented him from 
assuming. 

The reader will find a most striking description of the 
old **Chouan8^' and the "Little Vendue" among M. Sou- 
vcstre'fl Talen and Sketches of Brittany and hi Vendee, pub- 
lislied in Constable's MisceUani/ of Foreign Lileralure, The 
incidents, which were taken by the author from the mouth 
of one of Jean's brothers in -arms, are related in a style 
as graphic and touching as it is siaipie and unadorned. 

The confl-'ct in La Vendee had iis counterpart iu Flanders. 
M. Hendrik Conscience, iu his spirited historical tale of 
Vewx^ has desicribed with much dramatic power the suffer^ 
ings of the people, and their determined, but disastrous, 
and, as it tum<Mi out, fatally iueffectual resistance to the 
revolutionary forces, and (in the worst sense) 'revolutionary 
principles of france. The work iu questiou has just been 
translated into English. Although fictitious in form, it 
adheres faithfully to the facts of history : the notes to the 
original Flemish show, by extracts from the acoouuis, pro- 
clamations, &c., which appeared in the Antwerp newspapers 
of the time, that t!ie gatherings, skirmishes, and principal 
events therein depicted, down to the great battle with 
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which the ttorf closes, actual!/ oooiir^^ as rqiiiwraifid* 

A few resolute and coiirag'eoas men, vrhile the masses ol 
their countrymen "looked on in dumb terror* at tlie de 
fftructioD fxf nil they heiJ dear and venera!t!p, kept up i 
eontitiual fianissiug warfare against the invader, until they 
were cttiier individually taken and sliot, or mowed down in 
hundreds by the mnsketiy, or hewed and hacked to pieces 
hy the merciless sahres of the French soldiery. But though 
crushcii, and to all tmtward »efiiii.')g ai/uilulated, that fu- 
surreotion against the most intodemLle of all despoti^uis, 
the tyranny of an impious liberalism, aud in defence of 
altar and hearth, faith and liberty, had, aa in La Vendue, a 
most powerful moral effect at the time, aiid exerted doubt- 
less, both in the natnral and in the sopeniatutal order, in- 
fluences the operation of which we have still before our 
eyes. For we maj well consider the prssent prosperous 
condition of Belgium, the freedom, both political and reli- 
gious, which she enjoys, and the simple piety of ha^ people^ 
to be at once the result and the reward of the spirit dis* 
played, and tbe suffcnngs endttred, in that trafy pttriotit 
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CHAPTER I. 

State of popular feeling in the west at the oommene»> 
luent of the French Revolution— Indignation r\t th» 
oath imposod on the clor^— Outbreaks in varioua 
pvrtfi of Brittany, Anjou, and I^a Vend^e^-Okuniagv 
at BrCHuire— LaQ before the storm. 

p^f^HB peasantiy of the western pro- 
\(& ^ ^ vinces of Fnuce, afterwards bo fa* 
^1 mom for their heroic struggles ia 
(lef'ence of their religion, viewed the 
rise of the revolution with indiifei-ence. There was 
little in the first measures of tlie reformei's to excite 
their fears or seduce their siffections. Neither the Church 
nor tlic throne np])^:ired to he iii tlan^-er, nor hikl th<'y 
any mt erest in tiie reform of abuses of which the}' hud 
no experience. 

Tlie lisinp' party were then moderate in their pro- 
posals. Notliing" iiad oecun*ed to indicate a desig-n to 
subvert the existing oi-der of things ; and with all their 
loyalty, the peasants were not so oonservative as to take 
alarm at the attempt to set hounds to the royal prero* 
gatiye. They had preserved more of Ii1)erty than the 
rest of France, which may accotmt for the fact that the 
recoil from the despotism of the Bourbons was more 
Tioleiit IB other pvovmoes. While no direct blow had 
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been aimed ut the king- or the clergy.', they wer(> not 
averse to the movenient. F:ii-s**(Mii<r men mv^ht and 
did [Mophesy the inovitMljle pfffcts of that sj)int of in- 
subordination and uabeliei' which wns abi ojin ; but the 
pgur iiiiiabitants of La Vendee and lii ittimy, lar i\\v[\y 
from the theatre of action, went about their clailj labour 
iindistiirbed by pi-og^noetications which they never heard^ 
or heard incfedvleus. Tkej lamr tiat a {rreat chines 
was going on; but its principles and probable remt 
they did not perceive, and did not cai-e to investigate. 

On the other hand, the abuses of society were nn* 
Imown in that remote region. The nrn-umests, there- 
fore, of the revolutionary porry had little weight on 
their unsopliisticut^d niir-ds. 'row;i!-t'«i thp two oVcfiRf^g 
against wliich the spirit of the a«»-e was directed they 
had only kindly thouLj-hts. ilieir priests were poor 
and devoted J tlielr no^jility, scarcely richer tlian the 
clerg'y, were equally attached to the people, who hud 
therelore no desii e to reform the mannei-s of the one, 
or to curtail the privilegea of the other. Indeed, to 
entirelj was the bulk of the populattun on the side oC 
their local superiors, that the question may arise whether 
totilitr to tTivoiution nri^t not hav/been expected 
from that cause alone. But, as has been observed, they 
had no idea at first of its real clmi-fle<«r ; and tiie paiish* 
priests and iniitd nobles wpre themj^elves not innvilling 
to see the ovevHTown wealth and pn'vileg'cs of their 
more courtly brethr'n somewhat (liminished ; so that 
any dislike which the peasantry might have conceived 
towards a change which, so l"ar as themselves were con- 
cerned, was uncsdled for, was conected bv tlie svm- 
pathy displayed for its 
mter^ted in opnosing it. 

Upon the xfliole, therefore, it may be said that th<^ 
people watched the p?ogi*ess of events with indiiferenct; 
But tills remai'k does not npply to the more important 
towns and boroughs of the west; for thera the perCi^ 
sans of oilier were in a minority from the fir^t, and tiia^ 
coiivocatio& of the states-generai; and every olher stap 
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ht the revoltitioii^ were hsited with eftthnsiiftXIi : tRese 
places sitbseqlteatly became the hMUl-^ftMn-fers^ of the 
reptiblican troops, and the main ohjects of tbe insur* 
gents' attacks. Nor does it apply to the ProtesfantH, 

who, with instinctive sagacity, attached themselves at 
once to a paitj which promised t& overthrow the 
Church. 

After a time, the gentlemen of the west bef^^an to 
detect the tendency of those meaSTn*es to which they 
had at first been favourable. They soon perceived that 
not the privileges of ilidMdbals, but the Tery existence 
of the elass. the integiity of thefar order itself^ Wae tti 
dan|^er ; and wtos conspiradea were ibrmed m deteuoe 
of the throne and the aristocracy. Tliese itesociAtiond 
were purely ]>olitical, and failed therefore to obtain the 
co-K>penition of the peasant. In conse^ence, indeed, of 
the dissatisfaction of their superioi*s, a gTOWing inqiue- 
tude spread among* the lower orders, but none of tliem 
joinf'd the coiifedei-ated nobles. A decisive lilow Ht 
tJieir relig-ious rights was needed to rouse the peasants 
to a g'eiiei-nl revolt. 

And at length tlie blow came. On the 2-ith August 
1700, the unfortuiiai^j Louis XYl, gave his i-oyal as- 
sent to the law on the civil constitution of the clergy, 
bj wbidi the Church of France, from being CathoUc, 
was turned into a mere national establishment. By this 
law, every priest and bishop holdino; office hnd to take 
an oath by which he dfeclai-ed that he derived his juris- 
diction fi-om the state. The spark of insumction wae 
instantly lit in the west, although more than two years 
passed away before it bnr^t into a flame; during which 
time a vast conspiracy of the nobles under Kon, lie, 
which gi'eatly alarmed the i«volutionary j)arty, ros(^, 
flared, and went out, withot.. nttracting the sympnthios 
of the people genei-ally. But still that attack on tiia 
Jibei-ties of the Chui-ch laid the foundation ut the civil 
war which for seven yeiu-s distracte<l the country'. All 
classes at once protested against the insult which wag 
offered to their religioD. As a body, tlie clergy refbsed 
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to tilke the oath ; and the mnnicijial authoi ities p^ve in 
their resif^nation, rather than concur in the deposition of 
their own priests, or hold intercoui-se with tiiose ap- 
point^'d by government. Some municipaHties dccla; ed 
in writing" that the oath souglit to }>e imposed up<jn tije 
ministei-s of God was at once contrary to reason, to 
fmth, and to common sense, and refused to enforce it. 
Appeals wei^ made to Borne. In many communes 
persons could not be found to keep the civil i-ecurds ; 
the service of tlie national giiams was abandoned; 
government phicards and proclamations were openly 
torn down and defaced ; and the vei-y peasants, poor as 
they were, ])referred to keep, and even lose, tlie produce 
of their fiehls, to carrying; rt for sale into towns wl/ci e 
reUgion was oppressed in the person of its ministers. 
The intrudin<^ priests were in some places Ojienly in- 
sulted; in all they were ti-eated with contempt. It is 
said tlAt the new cur6 of Echaubroignes was comneUed 
to quit the parish without having even obtained fire to 
light his tapers. At Ploug-uerneau the constitutional 
(most could he installed only by the aid of six hunditHl 
men and four pieces of ui-tillery. Every where the 
attachment of tlie peasants to their old pastors was so 
strong", that the churches served by intruders wei-e 
deserted; while men, women, and cliildren went to hear 
Mass in any retire<l spot on the moor, or in any lone 
hovel which the banished cure could discover /or the 
pui*pose. And when the government attempted to 
procure flocks for the new clei*gj by military force^ not 
a few encounters were the consequence; which elicited 
sparks of the same bi-avei-y which was afUnwards to 
defy the armies of the Republic. Two anecdotes of 
the kind have been recoidei. A liibom^jr of Bas 
Poitou, armed only with a fork, made an obstinate re- 
sistance to a party of jj^endnrmes who attempted to 
coerce him. " Yield," cried the officer. " First vield 
me my God," he replied ; and instantly fell, pierced with 
twenty-two wounds. A Breton peasant sulfered his 
hund to be consumed, rather than consent to bum htff 



Digiii^cu by Gdo^Ic 



CH. I.J LA YBKBilB. 6 

Oatecliism. "Well done!** cried his wifej *^it is for 
tlie jgood God, and He will reward thee." 

These indications of the popular &}wrLt were suffi- 

cient to make the revolutionary party perceive the pro- 
bable results of hasty and mtemperute proceedings. 
Even before the passing of the law on the civil consti- 
tution of tlie clergy, tliey had instinctively felt that 
the religious character of the west would put many ob- 
stacles in the way of their designs ; and as the move- 
ment advanced; the more prudent members would have 
preferred to proceed warily utd stealthily along the 
path of innoTation. But the current which the j had 
sdt flowing was already beyond control ; violence and 
intimidation were the order of the day. So far irom 
adopting conciliatory measureSi fi-esh orders wei-e issued 
agamst the conjuring priests said to be in hidin^^ in 
the country; and military aid was put in requisition 
with unrelenting severity, to enforce the })cnalties in- 
cuiK d by the faithful cleigy who were still in posses- 
sion of their benerices. 

It was in Morbihan, a department of Brittany, that 
rhe gieatest animosity was shown against the Church ; 
and there the peasjmtry begun to meditate an armed 
opposition, when as yet the Vendeans had conceived 
only the resolution to suffer martyrdom for their faith. 
An insurrectional moTement broke out on the 7th 
February 1791, in the parish of Sarseau, near Vannes* 
The Bishop of Vannes, although not personally mal- 
treated, had been impeded in the discharge of his epis- 
copal duties 'y and the peasants assembleain some force 
in his defence. Twice they were repulsed Ijy the gar- 
rison witli great loss. Demonstrations less grave as 
to their consequences, but in themselves fis sionifirant, 
took place at the same moment in various parts of 
Brittany ; and the local partisans of the constitutional 
worship, exasperated beyond measure at these acts of in- 
subordination, enforced the penal laws with the gTeater 
severity. Presently the insurrection spread into La 
Vend^ Here and there^ in Anjou, m Maine and 
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and from St. Hblo ta LnQoa the. west appeared one 
great, volceno.. At length news^arriTed. of the catas- 
trophe of the 10th. August^ the stfirotllig of the Tuil^. 
ei'ies and imprisonment of the kiilg; ScM>n aftm^anle . 

the law of the 10th of the same montli was promul- 
gated, ordaining the ironci al deportation of the Catholia 
pri^'stliood. And now tlu' whole of the west was ia 
commotion : daily encountei'S took place between thOr 
military and the {>eople. with more or less of bloodshed ; , 
imd at Bre«suire a hody of seven thousand men, the . 
largest th^t bud yet assembled, w^s defe-ated with ter^ 
rible carnage. Slany prisoners were taken, whp were... 
massacred m cold hlood. Suddenly the eouatiy assumed, 
a peaoefiil attitude. Hiere ensued a peiiod of repose^ , 
The peasants seemed to he insensible to any acts of . 
aggression — the measures of the revolutionists passed 
without notice. On the 21st September 1792, the , 
Bepublic was proclaimed; and La vendee heard it, and ■ 
g-ave no sijni of opposition. On the 21st January 1793^ 
Loirs XVI. ascended the FCf^ffold; and the news was re- 
eeived with the most protbimd silence. The Republic 
believed that La Vendee had been teriiiied into suh*-- 
■ussioii ; it wa^ in trutbi making, ready for battie. 
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Lvr^ <nr4«re4 ^ tlw .CSimyentipn— ComniMiom of tlui ImMinteM , 
tiDi^aoqaet CathelineMi, CfwUe of Ja^8» Chemill^j ForHi|| 
Chansoau — Stofilet — Chullet, ViUers, Marie Jeanne — Bonchampft ^ 
— D'ElMe — Bas Poitou, Massacres at Macheooiil unflor Souchu— • 
Charefcta — dciyj unaucceaaful attack on Sablea d Uioni^f>r-Brii- 

taoy'-Cb^ck at. N^9^t^f-r>A4?dcij9 o££lm)^., 

of ftittoiij^. 




HIS ominous silence was broken by an 
act of the Convention. The K-epublic, ^ 
menaced from witlnn :uid from witliout^^^ 
bad need ot buiJieis. Au extraordinarj- - 
levy of three bundi*ed thousand men was ordered to 
take }>iaee mi mediately. The authorities were quite 
awftie of . the indignation which this decree would ex- 
cite in Ibe west, Dufe the peasants were, supposed M , 
be iiiti]iii48tocL La Veud^ and Biittany bad ju^.t b^. 
reported quiet, aqd..tbe reciiuting se»'geant3 were ee^lt.. 
into those province coafideat of.BUCQess. 

But they met with universal oppositioQ. A general 
rifling took place over the whole coiml^y; although^ 
as each paiish acted independently, the seveiul revolts 
were easily quelled. But at two spots, at some dis-. 
tance from each other, at St. FInront in Anjou,^on the . 
banks of the Loire, and at Chalions in Bas Poitoa, the 
movement became at once important. Fron^ them 
sprang^ two gr(jat bodies of insurg-ents, acting- at first 
independently of each otl^i;, and achieving sepai-ate sue? ^ 



At St^ Florent a camunu which ba4. been placed to 
overawe the distriet^waa fired upofi a body of youiur. 
men, who, under a peasant, of the name ofFoi^t^. had 
ibled| iijeitaUid at .the attitude of the, <!ii«m/» 
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without any definite intention of attacking the g«»n- 

darmp«. As soon as the. cannon was fired, this small 
party rushed upon the soldiers and put them to tlij^-ht. 
It was the 10th March 1793. The iuiiurgentij marched 
into tlie town, seized the public chest, and distrihuted 
its contents, ))urne«i tlie papers of the district, ami dis- 
persed, astounded and alaimed at their own exploit. 
Nevertheless that shot was the commencement of tlie 
war. 

There dwelt at Pin-en-Mang^, a yillage near St. 
Flor^ty a peasant named Jacques Gathelineau, a hawker 
of woollen g'oods. To this man five of the insurgents 
repaired, to infonn him of what had taken place. They 
found him surrounded by his wife and five children, 
peacefully bruising Ins corn. He listened with intense 
emotion ; and knowing that the authoritie s would exact 
a terrible veng-eance for their defeat, he resolved to ])ut 
himself at the head of his counti'ymen and o])pose force 
by force. 

**The republicans will seize them aud put them to 
death that was his first thought. " They must ha 
saved at any cost that was his second. And lifting 
his eyes towards heaven, as if to seek there counsel ana 
assistance, he instantly took his resolutioo, and quitting 
his laboTu' reached down his arms. 

" What are you going to do r* said his wife. 

" Save thepe yonng" men," he replied. 

" But jou and your family will be lost. It is not 
your business; keep out of it. 

*'We should not the less be lost if! did. Tlie 
country is goin^ to be ciushed to pieces by the liepub- 
lic. We must i ise, and begin the war." 

Beg-in the war !" cried his wretched wife, now 
temfied more than erer. And who will he with you 
to make war?" 

'^Qod/' he answered sternly. God will be with 
us ;" and with these paHing words he left the houses 
He then assembled the villagers, and in a few impas* 
iioned words exhorted them to take up arms. 
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Cathelineaii was tliirty-five years of a";e, and known 
tliroug'hoat the canton for his g-enerous aevotion to hig 
country and his religion. His saintly and austere life, his 
iii-m and resohite but most g:entle spirit, together with 
the wisdom of his counsels, w hicli had been lonpr held in 
great respect^ ensumi him the concurrence ana support 
of the peasants ; and when he appealed to their patriotism^ 
ho eomd oount with certainty on their ready obedience. 
Twenty-siz volunteers immediately answered to the 
snmmons. At the head of this little troop he advanced 
to Poitevini^re, where he caused the tocsm to be rung ; 
and he had soon more than a hundred men under his 
orders. With these he marched against the Castle 
of Jallaif, which was defended by a detaclnnent of 
national guards, a few soldiers, and a six-{>o\inder. Tim 
royalists were aimed onlv with rlubs. scvthes, and a 
few bad fowling-pieces; biit betbre starting they had 
all received absolution. Each man earned his i-osar^ 
and recited it as he marched j and they went secure of 
victory, and not afmid to die. As they proceeded re- 
d-uits poured in; and by the time they reached Jallais, 
Oathehneau's troop was three thousand strong. Bons- 
seau, who commanded the republicans, fited on the 
assailants as soon as they appeared; but without effect. 
The^ immediately rushed up the height, and after a 
brief struggle took the castle. This hrst success sup- 
plied the royalists with anns, ammunition, and a piece 
of artillery, which, in their enthusiasm, they christened 
the IMissionnry," Without pausing, Oatlielint tui 
. marched on tlie little town of ('hemille, whicli was 
defended by two imndred men and three culverines. 
in Jess than hall mi Jiour they took it by assault, 'i'he 
news of this second victory spread far and wide, the 
tocsin rang in every parish, and the little band swelled 
into an army. 

Meanwhile Fordt at Chanzeau hac organised anothea * 
company of insurgents. Known to have been the ring- 
leadet in the attack on the gendarmes at St. Florent, a 
party ww aent to i4>pnibeiMi hioa. He waited quietly 
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for their advance, killed the foremost man, and fled 
the church, where be rttog th^ toe^ti ismi snnimonied 
llie inliabitants to firms. At Manfevrier A gamekeeper, 
called Stofflet, assembled another party; and he and 
For^t marched on immediately to join Cathelineni?. 

St^Hlet was a man of an utterly diffei*eut stamp from 
Catlielineaii, although destined to act nn eqnally ini- 
poi'tiint part in the insuiTection. He sliart-d, in common 
\tith all the rojaHst chiefs, Cathelineau's couiag'e, but 
he had not the same devoted piety. Hewa^ distin> 
gttitfhed by bit indefatigable itctirhy^ aiid tbe utiflttence 
which he eiMtked over the p^e^ts ift times wheA 
ther Were most demoralised. In a rout his presescscif 
iMoT Voioef weite sufficient to main tain order ; and his cor^iir 
always surpastsed the rest of the army in discipline. 
His colleagues fully recognised this Valuable qualifica^ 
tion, and on all 0(^ea?ionR wli^n it wri'^ requisite to rouse 
the iiagging" zeal of the army for any projeeted expedi- 
tion, it was to StoiJlet that the duty was cunlid(id. As 
an ilhisti*ation of his prompt and decided character, an 
incident that occurred one summer during the harvest 
will suffice. The enemv were near: but his men wi>lied 
to go and reap their com. The enrS of St. Laud 
delivered a lon^ sermon to them on the dnty of remain- 
ing with the army. " There is no need of so many 
woi-ds," cried Stotfet; ^'noW my men/' he said addressh 
ing; the soldiers^ mark me ! the service of the kin^ 
demands your presence. I command 3'ou to stay; and 
I will blow out the brains of the fii-st man who talks of 
going-." It is needless to say that not a man left. In 
battle Stofflet was impetuous; carried away by his own 
ftiry, and insensible to danger, nothinu- could withstand 
him ; but in the council-chamber he was easily swayed 
by a more vi<>-orous mind. Tlie AT)be Bernier acquired 
a complete ascendency ov er hiiu ui the latter part of the 
war. Gathelineaii, on the ooutimy; Was as cotA in the 
fieJd as at the council. *^ Have vou any brandy foi* mi 
ladsf Stofflet used to ask before goinr into actidh.- 
ug iniplore' the aMistmee df mtt God of armiai^ 
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befoie li^htiiig/' yais Catheliueau'a int - /^bie precau- 
tion a^ain^t defeat. Such the di^Viiiction between 
these two peasaati^ who ra$e at the moment to 
|i^ad theur countaymen in the taiiie gkrious oanse. 

By the 14th the Yendean ai niy coold boffot of four 
thousand men; and CathelmeaU| Fpi'St, and Stofllet 
thought themselye? strong enough to attack Chollety 
the niost important town in the district. In half an 
hour the place was taken, and with it ^ quantity ot 
ammunition and lour pieces of cannon. 

The local authorities at length became alive to the 
danger, and the national guard of Saumur were fiidered 
put to occupy Vihiei'S. They were attacked ua their 
way and defeated, with the loss of a muguificcnt lii-onze 
eight-pounder, ^hich Lotuis XIJT. had mven to Car- 
dmal tticbelieu. It was said that the Blues in Tain 
attempted to discharge this gun. The peasants, amazed 
atitsheauty, aud thinking that they distinguished ou 
tl^e carnage an image of the ^l^ssiGid Virgin, kioked 
upon it as tti^ paUladium* They <,'-ave it the name o^ 
Marie Jeanne, after a young girl trom Chanzeau, who 
appeared snddenl j during the hattle, and continued on 
her knees dui-iug the whole time amid the smoke anc^ 
flame. Her unexpected presence at such a moment 
and in such a manner j-truck the imagination of the 
pea.^ants. They cried that it was she who had gained 
fpr them the victory, and that the beautiful cannon had 
I'eiused fo iir^ in answer to h^ prayers. Upon this 
fresh shouts of admiration rent tne |ur. The young 
girl ^as lecl up to the hronse gn% and enthroned upoi\ 
m and the conquering peasants ^J^^gged her away in 
triiimpli. The news of tne victory preceded them, and 
^-pm all sides the population thronged to see the twc^ 
Marie Jeannes. The old men uncovered as they passed, 
the children strewed flowers along the wa}', as at pi-o- 
cessions of the Blessed Sacrament, and the women txjok 
off their ribbons and tied them round the cannon ; evea 
some noble ladies, wlu> were attracted by curiosity, found 
themselves coubtiuined to d^ reverent^e to the mii-aculuia 
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fuxL, The name of Maiie Jeanne is to this day popular 
in all VboA^ By the fictory which was so gained the 
loyalists obtained poesession of Vihiers. 

As the insurrection gathered strength, it assumed 
, order. Two gentlemen were now compelled to take 
the command^ both of whom afterwai-ds played a con- 
spicuous part in the civil war, although they joined the 
j>easants originally with great reluctance. The Marquis 
de Doncliamps was thirty-three year? of np-c, and had al- 
ready exhibited considemble militai v talent in India: but 
although a most devoted rovalist, he was no advocate 
for an armed defence of the king's cutise. He saw fi*om 
the very fii*st the teiriljle disasters wliicli would follow in 
the Lruin of civil war, and shrunk from the encounter. 
Yet this very foresight but exhibits the nobility and 
courage of his 8oul» m danng all at the call of duty. 
His parting^ woitls to his wife prove with what exalted 
sentiments ne consented to take up arms : ''Arm vour- 
seif witli conra<2-e,'' lie said"; ''redouble your patience 
and resignation; believe me, you will have need of them. 
It is useless to dissemble the ti-uth. It is not on eaith 
that we must look for reward, — notljinfr that this world 
can give is worthy of the pnritv and holiness of om* 
cause, — we nni>t not evenpi*etend to human glory; and 
it* we might, we could never find it in civil war. Our 
dwellings we shall see in flames, ourselves despoiled, ] »i o- 
scribed, outi-a ged, deiaraed, it may be massacred. Let 
us thank God for enabling us to see these things before 
they come to pass ; so will our actions he mora mcriion- 
ous, so sliall we enjoy beforehand that heavenly reward, 
the hope of which makes men courageous in danger and 
nnconquered in defeat. Let us look above, anil place 
our anections where we shall find a guide who cannot 
lead us astray, a rock which cannot be shaken^ an infi- 
nite reward for a momentary labour." 

The otlier gontlenum, who joined the insurgents at 
the same time as Boncliamps, was D'lClhee. lie was an 
ancicn lientPTinTit of the Dauphin cavah-y, but had re- 
tired iioui service dming the revolution. His military 
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talents were far inferior to those of Bonchamps ; \mt hy 
his sanctity, and his coolness in dang-er, he acqtiired un- 
bounded influence over the peasants. He was anerwards 

made commander-in-chief of the Vendean army, and he 
filled the post with firmness during a period of teriihle 
disaster. Cntlielineau resigned the command to him on 
lu^ joining tlie camp, believing that an old soldier was 
fitter to take the V'nd than an inex]ieiieiiced peasant. 
But in this the hawker's modesty deceived him. Tiie 
loiles of war wei-e inapplicable to the peasants' modf^ of 
fi^htii^, and Cathelineau juoved a better genenii tiiau 

lyfilb^e was not more prepossessed in favour of the 
Insurrection^ nor less blind to the inevitable ruin which 
it would entail on the pei-sons and property of all who 
should take pert in it^ than Bonchamps. My children/' 
be said to his tcmmts, when they pressed him to put him- 
self at their head, "you know I have never deceived you; 
and I shall not deceive yon now in tj^'is most impoi-tnnt 
matter. The revolution is a fact : it will not, it can- 
not be undone. It will df^* our all that is ^ ood in Fi tmc^^ ; 
iuid our efforts at best can be but feeble agiunst a i)ower 
wliich strengthens every day. I am ready to die for 
God and my king; but I will not command men who 
are not worthy of being mai'tyrs. Go hack for this night 
to jour cottages ; reflect that an act of yours may set 
them on flre^ and ruin your families; and weigh well 
what I have said to you. To-moiTow morning come 
back again, if G(h\ inspires you with courage to die; 
and then I will go with you." 

The next moi-ning a still greater crowd thronged the 
avenue tc his chateau at Beaupreau; and D*£l)j^ he* 
came their chief. 

'Hiese facts are sufficient to sliow tlie leeimgs with 
wliich the Vendcjin gentlemen entcied the arena of civil 
Ptrife. Yet the republicans charged tliese men, and such 
as these, with the selfish object of exciting tlie peasants 
to revolt for the restitution of their own privileges, 

Bwdimps and D'EIbte bad seaieely joined, wbei 
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tSastlBr stnnmoned tlie'iiteiirg«DC8 totitli^ 'dttfiei tima 
those of fighting ; and they dispersed to their M^mJ 
faotties. The aimv vanlehed us rajpidly as it bad assem- 
bled ; and a republican corps IhMkk Ang-ers traversed the 
conntrv whicli liad )>om tiie scene of tliose brilliant Stto- 
oesses, without ])erceivinfr f1»<o ro^ti^-e of uri enemy. 

In Bits Poitou the iriS^nrrection hud also eonirrienced. 
A liixiniresser, named Gaston, at Challons, slew the geu- 
dnrnie who wa5 sent to appre^.iend him, dressed himself 
in his uniform, and marched through several parishes 
raisings the iDhabftanta. He wee niled the next day; 
hut the peasantry continued in arms. In other Aletticta 
of the flame department many bodies of insurgents were 
in course of oi^nisation ; but we need only particu- 
larise the risinff in a town some leag^ues to the north 
of Ohallons, called Macheronl. which is remarknhle for 
the excesses with wliieh it was dis<ifraepd. The pea- 
sants of the nei«,'hlt nirinLT psri«!hes att^irkfii the pl:ii"«*, 
and p^it the irm-risun to the sword; even u'oinen niul 
children, druuk with blood, joined in the slaughter, and 
a committee was formed, under a man of the name of 
fionehu, to jud^e'the prisoners. Forty-four were con- 
demned to deatu, and were executed the foUowin^r day. 
This was but the liegutnmg of outrage. Souclm sent 
through all the nei^hbonrim^ country, and ruthlessly de- 
sti*oyed the republican soldiers. Nor was this enough : 
be seize<l n nmiibpr of n-f^oners, and tvintr tliem tosrether 
by a cord round then* neeks, wiiirh in hittf-r ironv be 
called their msary, he shot them in }):ir{ie>j and alter 
each volley bayoneted those who 8urvivi;d. Nor did 
he even stop here : he buried men,^ and, it is said, even 
women alive, fhis hutchary lasted twelve days with* 
out interruDtion, durinfr which time the number of yic- 
thns exceeaed five hundred. 

The republicans t^ok care to chaise the whole insur- 
rection in La Vendue with the massacre of Machecoul. 
It is true that Souchu found imitators in other places : 
but all exce?~e«; were immediately sto;>p<H! n^- soon us 
the movement took shape and came luder the ccntrol 
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••©f regular leadew. They were, otii tit first, nuite 

the excepticm to the gi?neral practice of the i-oyalists, 
who wci fi nccHistomed, after each success, to nish to the 
churches and return thanks to 'God for theii- victory. 
With the i-epubliea'ns, on the contmry, cmelty was the 
mle, and forbearance the exception. Umiliie to over- 
couie the peasants by ftur %hthag, they deliberately re- 
sortedto'the most bftitemis vaawtiaj mtmaites. 

SoittdbU'WAs irap^Medied b 'the'CoiiiAniiid bjjr a 
'ileiiMli'frotti the nei^bourhood of NuateSy Whose name 
^ill ever be Sde&tified'With'tiiis g^lorious stru^gie. Fran* 
<:9DiB-Athenase Charette was at thi9 time thirty jeai-s bf 
age. He had earh' entei-ed the navy, and was lieiiten- 
aoi of his ship wimn tlie revolution broke out; b\it h« 
resig"ned his conunand rather than take the o'atli to tlie 
constitution. On the 10th August 179? he took pai-t 
in the defence of the Tuileriec;, and escaped the fury of 
the populace by raising aloft the mutilated limb of a 
•Swiss ^uaid as a trophy, and so passed tlfipiMigli -tiia 
mob. He letanied'to Fbitou; but^was sooa atflBstMl^tt^a 
anspeeted person, and eonsig-ned to Nantes Gastie. He 
eontrived, liowever, to make fi-iends witli ih© authorities, 
and obtained his liberation. His character was totally 
different from that of the other chiefs of An jou and Hfiut 
Poitou; they were all of religions, some evon of «uintly 
habits. Charette, on the contrary, was a man of not 
very rigid morals, but he wns inspired with the most 
dauntless courage, the most iiidefntignble energy, and 
a military genius. He seemed to lead two lives — a 
life of sensael enjoyment, and a life of martpdom and 
;glory. He oould, without effort^ turn from the one to 
the other. To-day he suppoi ts with -all the enduranca 
of a stoic danger and privation, 'iamine itnd &tigue-^ 
to-monw he will abandon himself to luxury and ease, 
and willl)usv himself on the smallest details of his dress. 
Lone after the cause had been abandoned in other parts 
of Vendee he continued to maintain u desp(MHte f^tiu<>tile 
in tlie inaccessible marelie?; of Poitou ; and so great was 
thd terror with whioh iu) hutd mspaed the BeimuliOi that 
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wben attended only by a lew followers, they offered liirn 
a bribe of a million of francs to abandon the contest 
lie refused their oyertnrea with diBdato } and ^et the 
camp of this heroic warrior was the scene of rioting and 
excess. His exterior had little in it that wat» inijjosing' 
at first sig-ht ; but when he spoke there was a flash be- 
neath his dark OTerhangfing; eyelids whicli commanded 
obedience — wliich tokl of an ii^n will and a loftiness of 
sonl ; and therpt were few men that dui*st contend with 
Cliaictte to the face, thong'h \if WfTJ nof v, if limit rivals 
throug"hout his camT. lie nccciled to tliv. claniDrous re- 
quest of the peasants, to put himself at theii'heud, witli 
o'reat reluctance; but when lie yielded, ho frnve them (n 
know what sort of a leader they hud cho>eii. He .s;iiil. 
that since they would have it so, he would command 
them ; but that they must make up their minds to obey, 
for he should punish severely. On their anival at Mu- 
checouly he repaired to ^e churchy and swoi-e on the 
Eyangelists to [)erish with his arms in his hands itttber 
than abandon his party; and the same oath he exacted 
fi-om nil his followei-s. 

Chaiette liad from the fii*st energ'etically protested 
fig-ainst the massacres of Soiichn ; and now that he l.n-l 
authority to stop them, he eonnnenced hv ^iivinf^- orde:*s 
i'or the liberation of all the women who wne ]vin!2- in the 
prisons of Machecoul. Tiie priests, who had nut ceasc<i 
to preach the duty of mercy, seconded hia efforts lor the 
suppression of cruelty. But Souchu liad still much influ- 
ence, and cried out ror moi« executions ; and Cbarette 
was more than once compelled, sword in hand^ himseit 
to mount guard before the door of the castle to prevent 
the massacre of the prisoners. The sti-ife between the 
two leaders lasted several w eeks, when Souchu put an 
end to it in a manner worthy of himself. The repub- 
lican general Beysser appeared on the C'i?d Apiil Ix-foi'c 
Machecoul. Seized with terror, Souchu drew up a {»ro- 
scription-list. witli the names of all the royalist ehiefe, and 
Charette at the head ; and jmtting on a tricolour cock- 
ade^ he ran to meet tlie Blues, citing Vive la Ik'atiml 
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But his cowardice diil not save him : he was cut down 

with a hatchet. His death nut a stop to the eommitteey 
aud fipeed Charette of u trouolesome euemv. 

The better to establish his authority, Charette had 
need of *?OTnp virtni v ofiiriportanco. On tlicOOtli l^Tarch 
h** made an utUick on Pornic, which was takeu uiid j^ivon 
up to pillage. This success, fnasrnucli m it ^-ave the in- 
suj g-ents three pieces of cannon, amniunition of every 
kind, and a large quantity of muskets, tilled them with 
enthusiasm for their new chief. 

His power was, however, at that time vi^ry limited. 
It scarcely extended over twenty panshes round M ache- 
coul and Challons. Other parts of Bas Poitou obeyed 
different chiefs, who were all independent of him and of 
each other. The most not>ed of these was Jolv, an (jld 
surireon, who had nused the canton ot Aizenay. and liad 
formed, w^ith the aid of two of his sons, the division af- 
terwards called the Army of the Sands. The feast of 
Easter, which had arrested the Angevins in the ftill tide 
of success, WU8 choefm by Jolv for some very important 
conflicts with the Blues, fie attacked tiie town of 
Sahles d*01onne, situated on the sea^shore, and a great 
mng-azine of the filues. On the S4th March he made 
his fii9t unsiuscessAil attack ; on the 2?th he returned 
to the assault, and enfjfag^d in a fusillade which lasted 
till dark. On the 20th he was reinforced ; but tlie be- 
sieired were also streiii^thened by a ixn tion of tlie gar- 
rison of Roclielle. After a little skn nashing", the 
iiisurg-ents established in the neiprhbouring" villao^es a 
battery to throw red-hot balii. It was not, certainlv, 
Tery sucoessiul ; however, the gan-ison, alarmed at tile 
possible result) made a sally, and a iuinous battle took 
place in the open country^ which lasted six horn's. Nei- 
ther side were successftil ; and at night-fall the Blues 
i*eturned to the town, and Joly, who had lost a consi- 
derable part of bis t roops, and bad fired away all his 
ammunition, slowly retired. The attempt, altlioug-h 
imprudent and uusucct^sfii], was practically of great 
value to the Veadean cause^ as pioving that the roy* 

c 
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alists were not easily discouraged and oould epdure a 

reverse. 

While the ^ray under Bonchamps, D'Klbee, and i'n- 
thelineau, called two ^and army, and that nnder ('ha- 
rette and othere, called the central army, wore iniiiuPTi- 
vering on tlie ieit hmk of the Loire, the insurrection uUc 
pro|m^ted Itself in Brittiuij* Jean Chouan^ of wliom 
we mAl hear more m the sequel, Puisare, and others, 
were acti?e m oppoeing the Bepablio ; ana at Boohefort^ 
Laval, La Rocheoemttrd, and elsewheN^ the Bretons ex* 
liibiled the greatesl eourage. Nantes itaelf narrow ly 
e.-cH|>ed being taken and aaelied by the insurgtmts. The 
details of that aifair are interesting, as illustrating the 
mnnner in whirh the insurg'ent-* won thf^ir victories and 
came hv tlieir defeats. Tliey attained tiieir successes by 
headlonpr daring' ; and if their entliusia.sm was checked, 
tlie chances of victoi'v were always ajrninst tliein. Na- 
pideon used to say, that ui war the mm al was to the phy- 
sical as three to one. If he had been referring' to La 
Vend^ he would hnve rather estimated the proportion 
at ten to one. Tk^ peasants were frequently suecessful 
when there was not a musket between five of them,-* 
witness Cathelineau's first Tiotories| and they were often 
defeated when they had ammunition m atundanoe, — 
witness the siege di Nantes. 

Nantes was threatened on the left bank by Charette, 
ami his coadjutor in Bas Poitoii. Bu* its chief danger 
lav on the rii»"ht bank, fjom a bodv of t^ventv tliousund 
mon who iiaii been ass»'iiihle<l by two liietons named 
Richard- Duplessis and Morin-ih-emion. A chief bein^ 
wanted for this large force, the choice fell on an old 
lieutenant-colonel called Gaudin-Laberillais. Anxious 
to avoid bh)o4shed, 2iaberiUa» endeavoured to make 
terms with the republicans* He demanded liberty of 
wo^-slUp, the free return of all nonjnring priests to their 
. ohui'ches, the aboHtion of the militii^ ana other conces- 
sions whicli the authorities of the town had not the 
power, if they had had the will, to grant. In reply, they 
demanded ^e days* delays not to consider the matteri 
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but to giun time. Duplessis, transported with fury, in- 
sisted on immediate hostilities, and clmrg-ed Lal>enliais 
with treason. But tlic ])en^ants, inliuenced bv the 
j):icitic beariiiii' of their general, declaretl tiiat they 
would wait the five days. That delay was fntai. 'J'he 
ai*niy which would have attacked Nantes with enthu- 
siasm on the ]4th March, was on the 19tii dispersed 
with some roimds of aitiilerv. 

This cheek, however, did not' affect the general 
course of the insurrection in Brittany. It |)roGeeded, 
if not with the same great results as in La Vend^, cer- 
tainly with equxii spirit. The Convention were not slow 
to perceive the danp^er artsme: irom the disaffection of 
two im|X>rtant provmcrs, anri clespatctied a commission 
to report ujKjn the state of the insurgent population. 
Mpfinwliile a stoi-niv debate was held as to the proper 
measures to be adopted, onn jjarty cl:iiiu)iaing' for ven- 
geance, the otiier advocating a lenient policy. The dis- 
cussion was closed bv a letter from Canclaux, one of the 
republican gt.nerals on the spot. He wrote : iijc gam«* 
can no longer be kept up. It is now but the second week 
of lUlarch. and more than two hundi-ed thousand men have 
risen in Brittan}'. This i-ebellion is due to several causes ; 
hut all may be referred to two piinciples — religrion and 
wvaltv. On the other side of the Loire the same mo- 
tives actuate anothei* uoumation. out La Vendee is the 
mostthwatenimr: thei-e piiciied battles liave been fought, 
and generals defeated, and many able oHicors liaTt^ ap- 
peared to liead the innu-rection. The gage whi( ii the 
rebels );;ivc cast down, the iicj'ii];Iic is l*nuiid iv iK^nonr 
to take up; but it cannot wage war with cy.tciuai i-oes, 
and with all its own provinces also; and hiip[aly Brit- 
tanv as yet has had no successes. ]\lv advice is, there- 
ioi e, - maich only on La Veudee, and pacify the Bi etons 
by acceding to their demands. Withdraw the levy 
ti'om tliem, permit their priests to return, and cut on 
all (ommunication between the t\vo pravinces. Silence 
tlie one with kindness, in order that yon may suppress 
the otiier by force.'' 
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This ])lan, which the delecfates of the Convention had 
the wi^dum to adopt, completely succnedeil. As soon 

as the Breton priests perceived that thev eonld iir;irti<e 
tlieir ivli^'iori in peace, they recommeiitle;! their lioeks to 
renniii tniiujnil : ninl t'le peasaut^, <f>"in'.r tlieir pi-iests in 
8:if;'tv, and theiii-eives no h)n^"er rtuijjeet ro consc)'i[»tion, 
r-'tnriied to t'ucir lahours. However, the enemies of the 
r(n-r)Iution \V(»i-e not all to ])e deceiveil hy this str;it:t<^em, 
antl Urittany continued still in a state ot* exciteinent. 
But the Ropuhlic were enahled to concentrate their entire 
force npon La Vendee, and so an*est the niin which a 
oomhmation of the insur^^ent populations would infaUt- 
Uy have brought upon them. 
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CHAPTER III. 

hu.i I'l.-vrics of La Vendue — The plain — The raarais — The bccago— 
T'ibj^ruijliic system of the insurgents — Their tactics— OrganL<ia« 
ti<m~Tho vramen ; anecdote of Jeanne Bobiu 
— ^The priests— Universality of the insurre^ 
tikmal spirit— Alleg^cd cniolty of tiie peasants 
— Ciiai^ of forgod miracles. 

J In pursuance of the decree, that energetic 
^ ' measures should be taken for the sup- 

Sression of the insun«ction in La Yen- 
four detachments weve ordered at 

once to the west, to opoi ate on lour dis- 
tinct points. But tins order was only 
partially obeynd. The dang'er was too 
g-reat on the frontier to allow oi* very 
larp-e hodios of men beiii«j;" withdiawji ; and an arniv on 
the left ]>ank of the Loire was ail that conM he spared 
l)y tJie Convention. These troops were intrust"d to the 
cftniniand of Berrnver, who at once Cf)niniei)ce(( o'icra- 
tions with vi^'onr. J\or were the fovalist leaders in- 
active. The Eaiiter recess had not been thrown away 
in idleness; and they were pre])ared to take the field at 
the beg;inning of Apiil with thirty thousand men. But 
I>efoi'e we enter upon the histoiy of this campaign, it 
will be necessary to give some details of the natiu'e of 
the country, an^ the mode of fighting in favour with 
the insnrg'ents, 

ly\ ^'endt'rt properly spejiking', that is to snv. the 
depj) tiiK^nt of La Vendee, forms hut a small ])art of the 
exren-ive district Avhitai was the scene of this glorious 
contest, and which generally goes by that nain<\ '-Voni 
the verv first the insui-u-cnts were called \ endcans, 
whether of Anjon, Poitou, or jMainc and Loire, — all, in 
lact, south of the Loii-e. La ^ endee^ then^ in ihia its 
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widest acceptatioa as a nomme de guerrey consists ol 
four departments — Lower Loire, Maine and Loire, Ven- 
dee, aiid the two Sevi'es. A o'lance at the map will 
show its limits. It is bonndea on the noi'th by the 

Loire, from its mouth to the Ponts-do-C»s about ibr.i* 
n}iles IVom Angers ; on tlie east by a line drawn thi-oufj;'! 
Dou^, Thouars, atjd Pai tlienay, to Niort ; on iIkj sontli 
by the road from Niort to the sands passing- thi-oujrb 
Fontnnav, LuQon, and Tuhnont ; on the west by the sea 
fi-om the sands to Painibcjeuf. Tin's vast tiact, coinre-is- 
inp* nn area of eii^ht liundred ^(juare ieag'ues, i-^ (l;\nlt'd 
into tln ve parts — the b(x:aLi'\ f iie marais, aiui the j>lain- 

Tlie inhabitants of the j;!;;;:;, l*eing" chieiiy I'rotestants, 
never made common cause with the insiu gents, ultliou^h 
their land was more than once occupied by the Yendean 
aimy. By sympatliy they adhered to the revolutionary 
party, and fdugfht on that side ; but they were little to 
be feai-ed, on aeeount of their cowardice m battle. Tlie 
plain skirts the bocage. 

Tlie marais extends from St. HiJairie-de-Tlie to th« 
Isle of Bouin. It is a wihi eounri-v, and to the sti-anirei 
filmost fmi>assa!>I'^, from tlie ininieiis(» number of dvkc!? 
with which the iiulnstrv of the ]M'f>|)!{» h;rs intrrs(»ctf»d 
it. Tliese dykf':-^ ai*' olr-'n as nua h :i- tweatv-llve ivx-i 
wide, and are ahvnys full of water. Tijey wind ronnd 
fields bordered witii trees; and access to the misf>rable 
mud hovels in which the people live is alon^j;; a nai-row 
path shelving down on eacii side to a canal. The niai<s(i- 
man ti'avei'ses his country 1 )y means of a long pole called 
a mngUy with which he leajis ovei' the dykes ; and thtise 
YfXnch are too wide to be crossed in this oanner he 
passes in ilat-bottomed punts. With rhese simple in- 
struments he became a very difficult foe to overfome; 
for as soon as lie found himself pressed, he lernx d iiito his 
viojf'.—^'n he called liis rude boat,-- and in a il'W iniiintps 
appcaicft wpnn in the rear of his n--tiiUmts. The inu' 
r.iis could pnt nnder arms about iitti'en Imndred men, 
wliicli I'urmed a division of Cliarette's armv. 

But the strength of the Yendean party lay in tbfl 
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boca^o^ or cover, a name originally applied to but a 
fimall portion of the insurgent territory, out afterwurds 

to some districts of* Poitou» Anjou, and Nantes, whence 
the iiisuiTOCtion derived its gl^atest strength and ob- 
tained its most p-lorious successes. It is formed of hill 
and dale; the hills low, and the valhtys narrow. There 
is scarcely a considerable elevation thron^'bout the 
countrv. As its name indicates, it is very wooilv ; not 
on account oi' any larg^e fbi*ej?ts, but of tlie dense brush- 
wood with wliicii it is covered. Tiie fields are sniuli 
and iiHiumerable, aiul divided by thick quickset hedg*es, 
A number of brooks travei-se it in all directions, ami 
there are a few lakes hei« and there. The waste lands 
are covered with broom and lui-ze. The roads, almost 
all dug between two hedges, and in many instances as 
much as twelve or fourtJieu feet deep, ai-e just wide • 
enough for a oaH pass; and the bi-anelu^s of the spreod- 
ing trees intertwine overhead. To the ti-aveller on a 
sunny day no road could be more charmin^-, but to su 
inv;i(iini2' PTiomy none could be more dnn'rerous. Many 
of tliese wild roads are also rivei-coni srs ; all are ex- 
tremely roug'h, and tlie rock fi-ef|uently breaks throuirh 
in the most awkward forms. Where there is no rock, 
the wheels of the ox-carts stick fast in thick yellow clay. 
Along^ such roads, three or four leagues is a good day's 
journey. Above the cutting, and behind the ridges, 
there runs a naiTow footpath called la wtfette^ winch 
gave the insuro^ents a vast supeiiority over the invading 
army. Along* it they cnula marcii expeditiously, or 
lurk in ambush, while the enemy floundered on in the 
deep rugged road beneath, e3C|K)sed to t]\o cross-fii*e of 
an unseen and ubicpntous assailant. The whole countiy 
is tlms one notwni'k of deep tronrhes, prcf^entiDa" srvvidvv 
obstacles to the passag-e of an arTiiv tljan even the crag's 
and precipices of the Alps. With great laljonr and 
• skill other armies are conqx^led to throw up field-works 
and eutrenchnients, behind which they take shelter ; and 
if they are driven from these, they are no long'er j)ro- 
laotea ffom the attacks ef ^e aiemj. The Vendoant 
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founo ready to their Lund such ditches and embank* 
menu as no enij^ineer could Cfmstract, — the work of cen- 
turies, the combined result of* generations of'hihourers, all 
nnited tog-ether hv the roots and branches of old ti ens. 

In such a country ns t)iis, it is not surprising- tl at 
the ablest g-euerais of tlie Repiibhc siiould hiive mv.t 
witlj defeat. The most ordinary militar}'' evohitions 
were impossible; and cavalry aiid artillery, excej>t in 
sieg-es, and in one or two more open districts, were al- 
most useless. To tills must be added the diificulty of 
obtaining; a knowledg^e of tliO field of battle. Without 
a single elevated chain, without a large liver, or au ex- 
tended plain, the bocage formed one vast labyrinth, iu 
which it is siiid that even the peasant who w-.indered 
a few miles from his own home, if unacquainted with the 
landmarks, was liabh* to lose his way. And even from 
the few points, such as Pouzang-es, La Ch-.itaig-neraie, 
and the Hill of Lnrks, from wliieh an extensive j)i-o- 
spect was to be obtained, nothiiiL:* wns to be sct n but one 
vast sea of foiiap*e, dottod here and tiicrc with coin-lields. 
Fai-ms and chiifi:au.ry villuj^-os and tuwns, were all lost 
in the maze j and except jjerhaps some chm-ch-tower, or 
some mansion move pretentious than its iellows, uot a 
sign of human habitation could ht ohset*ved. To the 
natives of the country this labynnth was not without 
its due. A tall tree, a windmill, an open space served 
them as landmarks whore i lie stmnger wandered hoi)o- 
lessly; and^ with untaug-ht ingenuify, they organised a 
tele«-raphic system by which all the natural ditliculti 
of the gTound were overctHut^. On light port-able lad-' 
ders, placed against the brunches of the lofticr^t ti-ees, 
W'ntchmen posted themselves at regular iutcrviils witliin 
enrshitt of each otber. As soon as any one discovMi cd 
tjio linw of the enemy's march, he blew on his; sheph«ml's 
horn certain notes agreed upon beforehand 5 and in 11 
short time the news was transmitted ahmg tlie wjiole . 
line to the insurgents' nead-quarters. The sails of the 
windmills also, arranged in particular positions, were 
made telegraphic sigxuiis* The Hill of larls», above Lei 



Digitized by Google 



CK. III.J LA YBNDEE, 25 

Hortiei-s, from wl'ch the view eztetids over tiio two 
valleys of tlic Loire and the Sevre, is cocsecrnted m the 
ir.ftraorv of the A'endean peasant l)y the jiood service 
which it rcniicred by its many windmills. But the l e- 
jmblicans had no such or^:ans of intelligence. They 
could comninnicatre with each other only hy means ot 
CDuriers; an?! tlirsr' ronfiiiunlly lost their way, or fell ♦ 
iiito the haiid^ofthe iiisTir<:ents. Ind'-cd, the various 
republican cov\)s were a]in(»-;t oomplett'ly isolitfed from 
each otlirr ; whence aroj«e in;sunder>tamiiiii2', disunion, 
and want of confidence. These peculiarities in the 
Cs-'uLCiy were alone sufficient to repel an invader, though 
tiie peasants had abstained from msmFdcuon : and the^ 
explain the policy, though they do not palliate the ini 
ct.iiiy, of the republican srovemment, iti layings waste 
oac instir^rent territory witli fire and svvord. After a 
few months' fi«;-htingy the Convention discovered that 
nothing^ could he dqne a^inst a coi^niry where eveiy 
bush mi<>;ht shelter a riHeman, and not a road was free 
from dani>'er ; and thev determined to waste and destroy 
every viilatre and every wood, to burn ihe very heetlier, 
and exterminnte the erieinv whom they could not ovei*- 
come. How teii-ihly tiiis order was exfcnted, with 
w^hat bloodshed ami rum, with how much of savai;e 
cruelty to the very women and children, are mattei-s of 
history. There is not a more fearful page in the annals 
of the revolution. 

The peasants, nnacqnainted wil^ any mies of war- 
fare, adcp^'d instinctively the mode of fifihtinfj- best 
suited to their countiy and their absence of discipline. 
They mnrche:l in irregular columns, tlu-ee or four abreast; 
and a few officers, well mounted, preceded the army to 
reconnoitre the ])ositioii. As soon as the enemy npnenrf^d 
in siji'ht, tiiey retni iit'd to the main body, and eucli chief 
traveised his eonipiiMV, crying", "Forward, my lads! 
the llhies ! thu llliies V* At this siy-nal, the men hid 
thiiiiii^ulves behind the hedg'es, and even climbed tiio 
trees above the road; and as soon as the repv 'licaa 
oolumns were iairly involved in the snaie^ their tsnou - 
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in^rncv^ci a sb&rp fire upon them from all sul^s %t once, 
ai^<l then nislifd upon the enemy with loud cricks, dis* 

ordered as rlioj were by the suddenness of tli« attack. 
Tlieir chief etiorts were directed against tlie urtilleir, 
wliieh tliey oft^m succeeded in capturing* l)y iho very 
simplicity of tlieir plan. A party of powerfid Vf)!im- 
teei<, especially picked for the service, ru.ilied njiun riie 
baffery, armed with clubs hardened in th*' fijc. The 
BIupn, perceiviii^^' the charjre, Hred u'lontln ij- :i--iiil;iiirs, 
wlu) suddenly threw themst'lves upon their laces as they 
observed the match-iirG flashing at the touch-lioic, m 
which position they continued till tliey heard the 'wiih 
whizzin<^ over their heads, when they jumped up, 
heiovQ mere had been time to load ag;ain, leaped into 
the battery, knocked down the astonished aitiilei-ymen, 
and captured the guns. This nuinoeuvre, common as iz 
became, never failed to stupefy the republicans. 

Thanks to tlieir knowledt>*e of the country, the Ven- 
deans g-enerally contrived to avoid the consequences of 
deffMit. As soon as tliev saw they were beaten, they 
dispersed on all sides, crying- Lonp: live tlie kin<i"," all 
the same; and were soon safely concealed in some ob- 
6cui-e retreat. It was impossible to follow them across 
hedges, ditches, and thickets ; nor was there any longer 
an ai'my to pursue. It was dispersed in every direction. 
P^ot so with the enemy: a republicun column beaten 
was a column destroyed ; the nmnwnys lost them- 
selves in the labyrinths of the InK aii-e and tell in de- 
tached groups into the liands of the insurfccnts. And 
in all engnj^ements, the lihies were certain to lose a 
great number of men without any cone jM»ndir)i;- loss 
to t!ie Yendenns ; for tliey were eompflied to ;:re at 
jandum at unsren foes, who were e:\cellei:t niuik>ni' ii 
{m<l could take deliberate aifi). Livins- in a eountrv 
stocked witii ^nme of all sorts, the V erideaiK-^ wer*' <!; - 
voted to hunting". They were sjKii-tsmeii i'rom t!je cradle; 
every child was familiar with the Ui«e of tiie s»nii. 'J'he 
insurgent army, tiicrefbre, was really a vnsf regiment 
of sharpshooters who were enabled; by their constant 
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practice of thpir wenpiiti to ponr in a most destnictivd 
fire on the t'lirniy hoin their hiding"- pluces. 

On ente'riiig- )>nttle most of the peasants mnde the 
sign of tiie cross. Tliev used to iiiarch with their rosary 
)md& ill their hundB^ aod recite them as they went along. 
In tbe eveniiigs, oa halting^ for the nigh\ the whoXp 
camp oites jomed m the same devotiofi. Before aaj « 
great eDg8g;emeiifc, they heai^d Mass; and on cn[)tunQg 
any town or village, they repaii-eil to t]:e churches. 
Thev were frwjuently known to hneel down on the 
lielcl of hattle itselt^ heneath a hot fire and in the 
very niompiit of sriPCP-^:", nii f»ns.sin<^" a wavside evn^s, 
Throug-hout the long' and (iisnstinn? war with which 
thoir country was nivag'ed, the n'>t()r:iti<)n of tlie Ca- 
thohc faith was their nnp nhject ; iu>r did they make 
peace till it had heen attained. The very existence, 
therefore, of the Vendean aimy was a standing protest 
ag;axnst the infidel spirit of the revolution. 

The oj-gonisation of the Vendean ni-my was as sim- 
ple as its tactics ; but it was not the lo!^ s c< >ni j)lete. Each 
j)aris]i named its captain, and marched to battle under 
nis orders. All who were capable of hearing anna 
were expected to volunteer; and the coward or t)i» 
slui>'<>ard would have been scouted bv his verv cliildren. 
The pai'ochial captain obeyed the chief ot the canton, 
who, in his turi!. snbmitted to the g-eiiejal. Thus a nx- 

tnra) network fxistdl for the tj-jinsmiv-sion of-oders t y 
* . . . ' *" 

wliii li a summons to iussemble at any ])articular sp.»t 
coiiid be communicated to a whole district instantane- 
ously; and a veiy short time sufficed to collect the 
insui^^nts in consicleiDble force. Unde'* two conditions 
the Vendeans wei-e always ready to fi^lst. They must 
know the genei'al ofefect of the pi-ojeeted expedition, — 
infoi mation which nnyht he safelv communicated to a 
])ody of twenty or tliii'ty thous^and men, and was nevei' 
divulced to the enemy; and the chi<*fs must occupy the 
first ranks. Theii-s was that primitive Ffato of -''< ioty 
in which porsnnnl prowess, and valoi:r. aiul nmscular 
siareagth, are indispensable requisites in a leader^ ana 
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it was owing' to their sitpt^nontv in these qunlitics that 
first Catheiineuu and then D'Elbee were chosen to rhe 

supreme command; both c\' them able men, Inf i'm 
interior to Bonchrtmjts in militai-y genius. h\ hattie 
everv thing; de[)emied on the commander. The Vru- 
dcar* peasant, so courag-eo^is and so rahn even to tlio 
extreme ol' temeritv, wa*>, on the otljcr hand, easily dis- 
courag'od. If the officei-s appealed irresolute or dis- 
concerted, the whole army gave way. Many a victory 
was snatched from the very grasp of the insnrpents hy 
u wound of their leader. vVhenever, thi reluie, th^ro 
Appeared a chief in whom the peasants could place con- 
iidence^ and they knew the object of the expedition^ 
hosts of volunteers joyfullr re])au-ed to the I'endezvoiis 
But aUter the battle they dispei'sed as hastily. Seldr-m 
could they be ke[>timder arms lor more tl^an a i'ew dayj 
together; and hence the impossibility of undeHakmf^ 
ony gicat enterpiise. The safety ol' lean's itself might 
Lave lieen comjn-omised had the \'endean ]H\'is:uitry 
been otherwise cons*"ituted. As it wn^, ^l.cy f-nuld 
achieve great successes, hut they cmild sekluyi iokuw 
tlipm up ; and tlte victorious l: t nt rul hud of ten to 
jiijiient the g-iiidiKil melting' away uf his aiiiiV just as 
the concentration ul his force was most recjuired. 

At the commencement of the wai* none of the roy- 
alists wore tmifoiiu ; nor was there any distinguisliin^" 
mark for the chiefs. ButLarochejaccjuelein having sip- 
])' arad at one of the battles at Eontenay with red hand* 
kerchiefs of Chollet manufacture round his liead, neck, 
and waist, which drew d()wn upon him specially the fiw 
of the republicans, tla^ other oihcers adopted the same 
costume, tliat none of them might he more expo?ed 
than tiie orlifT?. }U\t it was a device rather tliiui a 
uniform. Ihe men of the Haute Vendep wore tlu'ir 
usiiul dress, — that is to sny, n shoi;t grey vest tied with 
blue, a waistcoat of white wuul or coarse calicc^ .» fiat 
broad-hrnumed hat, for which a woollen cap was fre- 
quently substituted, hieeches and gaiters, or short 
Striped tnmsGi'S. In Bas Poitott the vest was of a 
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brown coloixi\ The great badge of the Vendean wtis 
the rosary hanging from his neck or from a button^ 
and the scnutilai* placed opon his breast. A few, botii 
officers nnd soldiei's, wore, by way of oockade, knots ol 

white rib))ons, or oak spnirs. 

The Venderm army hil no wagons, no reserve, no 
bagirage. Each volunteer carried his own victuals. Tlie 
following' wr-]'o tho toi"ms of :i summons to tlie scene of 
act-ioR : " hi the lioiy name of God, on the kin^-'s behtilf, 
tiiis parish is invite<i to send as many num :(s j»os>i hie 
to iJUch a phice, on such a day, at snch aii hour. They 
must take provisions with them." That was cnougli 
The peasant forthwith left Ids labour, sliouldered ids 
musket; took ammunition and a little bread, embraced 
his family, and presented himself at the ap[)ointed time 
and place. Besides what the peasants brons^ht them 
ftelves, the genei'als exerted themselves to obtain sup 
plies of all sorts. Tiirough whatever village the volnn 
teers passed, the inhabitants thrust upon them all the 
l;rea<i they had : nor had the army any lack of food sc 
long as they remained on tlieir own side of the Loire* 
and their wants were very few. The republicans con- 
trtistnd this generous devoti(m of the in^iirp-ents with 
thesi'lnsh love of plunder anil licentious exce ss th;it alone 
animated the self-styled patriots" in the \ endean war 

As the Veuiltau aimv had no baggage or reserve, 
so they iiad no camp-followers, sutlers,^r hangeis-on. 
It was'^said, in the journals of the day, that both women 
and priests fig:ui-ed among the combatants ; but this ii 
totally false. The presence Df w omen was absolutely 
prohibited, even tor pui-po es of cooking^. However, 
there were a tev. ten at tht; most, who fought in dis- 
guise as men. Tiiis ])reach of tlie law was either un- 
known to the tuithorities, or excused by some p«;cnliar 
cii eumstances. One voiing girl, known ns the Ai){ji i':n 
(in the masculine) nnd em-olled in 1.i<.»nchanij)'s cavrdiy, 
p( i i'ornied proriigies oi valour. She fought to avengti 
her fatiier's dfath, Anotlier, .Jeanne Robin. sr!rve<i in 
Lebcuie's aiviiion. One iay she went to lain, and said 
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My ffeiiera], T am a gpbl ; Ma«'iflTne de Lescure ]aiows 

It, uikT she knows also, that thvve is nothing- to my 
discredit. To-morrow is the battle; g-iv<' me a pair of 
shoes, and you shall see mp hght." Tiie next day 
Lcsnire found her in the front r;uik. She ci-icd out, 
t< ip^YiPvn], you shall not y)ass m«*; I v, '1! nhvnys be 
Tioiircr tlio IMues than vou." Slio w:'^ si tii-.. But 
these are ex( e|itional cases. The part which the women 
luyed was confhied to providinir flieir hushands iind 
i*others witli food in their own viliag^es, and praying 
for success upon their arms. 

The priests were constantly upon the field of bnttle ; 
but not to fi^'ht. If any of tnem canied pistols, it was 
only in self-clefence; they never used tlieir aims except 
in the last necessity, and to protect themselves from 
the fiiry of the Blues, who entei-tained a special hatred 
agfainst the clergy. Many bodies of priests were doubt- 
less found among* the slain ; but they liad been killed 
in the dischnrire of their sncred duties— wliile ndniinis- 
terinp^ the Sncrnments to the dyinp; and bindin*;- up the 
wounded. The peusunts would have ceased to respect 
their clergy if they had seen them fi;j-]jtinf»' by their i>\de. 
The jieneraJs had to imprison M de Suulier, who con- 
cealed his quality of suldeacon in order to join the 
army. 

Both in Brittany and in La Vendue the spirit of 
insm-rection was shared by persons of every sex and 
ao-e. The sufiering-s of Madame Leseure, aftemai-ds 
Madame de Larochejacquf^Jein, are ibmih'nr to every 
render of history. The heroism displayed l)y women 
diiriufr the fearful massacres of Nnr/res, nr:d the hor- 
rors of the Infenial Columns, was not surpassed In; t!i0 
most brilliant acts of the g'rentest <reneral : and e\en 
little children dared to encounter dtuth in tl:e cause of 
relimon. A child scarcely twelve years of aii'(? was 
Stopped by a patrol, as he was conveying- a basket oi 
food to a priest in his concealment. Where are you 
goin^ with that basket?" asked the soldiei-s. 'fhe 
Gttle fellow trembled and stammered. Tell us the 
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tnidi, jojxn^ brigand/' sdd one of Oiem, ''or I wiU 
shoot you." The unhappy child paused a moment, his 
Fitating between his conscience and liis fear of death; 
then making; the sign of the cross, he answered : Kili 
me, do what you like to rnv bodv ; but I call our Ladv 
to witness tliat I will not say anotlier word to 3'ou." 
The national j»iiards threatened liim, put their bayonets 
lo hh throat, buft all in vain, they could not e\U)i*t 
a word. Touched with his heroism, thoy let him l»*o. 
But :t poor ^irl, a tew years older, was not so Ibrtu* 
nat(;. Xnrie Papiri, for tlmt was her name, was sur- 
prised by the soldiers as slie wa^ carrying some bread 
to a couple of royalists in the furze. They seksed her, 
and beat her, but she would not speak, lest she should 
tell an untruth ; and when they threatened her with 
death, she simply made the sign of the cross, and with* 
out a word to tliein fell on her knees and ])eoan the 
prayers tor the dying. In that attitude she was kilXid. 
These aie not peculiar cases: striking, indeed, they are, 
))ut the wliole population, from the youngest child to 
t)ie aged peasant, exhibited the same enthusiasm. In 
l?r!tt?ipv, after tlio dispersion of the ill-futt'd expedition 
uci o-^ the Loire, when death was certain to follow any 
;ict of mercv shown to the Veiidoans if discovered, the 
most genej-ous hospitality was shown to the hunted 
patriots. In defiance of the threats of the republicans, 
and the teii-ible examples of their vengeance daily be- 
fore their eyes, the Bretons extended to the unhappy 
le^nnant of tlie gmnd army whatever assistance was in 
tbi^ir |)Ower; concealing them from their pursuers, faci- 
litating then* escape, and providing them with food and 
clothing, 

'Ihe Vend cans have been accused of the greatest 

?)orbarities. At the r]o o of tfin war the charge is, to a 
levtain extenc. just; but itlthon^h nothing can excuse 
th'j Cl ime of putting prisoners of war to death, it may 
rr: sftiii, in exi>onuation, that from the very beginning 
f )U' iTis'irgents were averse to acts of viulcnco : and that 
they were guilty of them ouiy after long* experience ol 
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i'lir ii;rov>*oT atrocities from their foes, nntl iVotjUcnt jiroofa 
of the v:taity of trusting- the word uf n'j>rtr)Iic;iiis wlio 
it il inio r/uMr power, not ag'ain to })ear arm? upiiiist tli(3 
Catholic cause. It must be remejnbereH, that ;is the in- 
i«urj^ents had no fortiesses or pubUc buiidiug'S, tliey had 
no means of coafining' their prisoners; and revolting 
fi'om the sin of puttingp them to death, it was long; their 
practii^ to extort from them a promise not to servfi 
ag^ain in La Vendle; then^ after halt-sbavin!^ their 
heads, in order that they mi^ht be recognised for some 
time, they set them i'wo. liut none of the republicans 
kept their word; and therefore it was that the insur- 
gents afterwards in some cases executed those who wei*e 
taken in battle. Those exrciitinns worn i-ondered ne- 
ce.^sarv, in a certain j^oiiso, l)v tho nature of the wur, and 
ditter, not only in degree, but in kind, from tiie horril*le 
n^assacres which the Blues perpetmted, and winch have 
not even the poor excuse of that necessity to palliate 
them. In the very gTeatest extremity to which the 
\'endeans were reduced, they performed acts of mercy 
towaiKls their enemies conceived in the highest Chii? 
tian suirit. On the contrary, the republican systent^ 
from first to last, was one of barbarity and bloodshed, 
ni] relieved by the slightest humanity, imtil after the 
fall of Ro])espierre ; when the Directory, beginning to 
perceive the futility of a violent policy, attempted to 
conciliate the insurgents })y an opposite course. 

Thf world was never ablo fo !un-avel the mvsterv of 
inPX!)no:ili]o Vendee;" sfcndily I lind to the real spring' 
wliencH iiirtvcd that noijie ()]i>riiiiicy, that patient sndi^]'- 
ii^.jr, that herui^in, which detied armies, and devoted lil'e 
ainl property and family to the (kdence of a pro:^trate 
e.iuse, t?ach party sought to explain the enigma in a 
diifei-ent way, Acconiing to tlv^ roynl feinily, the 
peasants were actuated by loyalty to tlie thi-ono. By 
radicals, the insurrection was atti-ibuted to the nobleis, 
who had stinted up their peasantry to figlit for the 
rigiits of the aristocracy : while infidels maintained that 
the priests were the naal culprits, and that they had 
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worked on tlie superstitious fears of the people liy false 
mii"K'>s. This wa< a favourite mode of explain ini;- iiway 
the diiiiculty. Thus Turreau writes word tliat " reports 
of miracles wci e rife in Vendee. Here the Viriiia Ijad 
ap]i(':ir(Hl ii) pfi'.-on to consecrate a temporiuy altar in a 
Woodj there the Son of (jiod had Iliiuseif descended 
fi-om heaven to assist at a benediction of iiag^sj in a 
third place an«^-el$ had been seen with wings and rays 
complete, laden with promises of victory to tne ciiam- 
pions of the altar and the throne/' 1 hey little knew 
the inhabitants of the Bocage, who thotiglit them likely 
to attacw) credence, without proof, to ])rodtgies such <a9 - 
these. What was more miraculous tiian any of these 
wonders was the courag*e of the Vendeans. But one 
fact, T'hjced beyond all suspicion of forg'ery hy a host of 
contejnporary witnesses, may .have given rise to the 
ciiar<i'e. The old men, ancients as tiiey are cail.ri in 
the Bocaire, had not forerotten the words of the (>it ^>ed 
Father ( irii^non de Moutfort, iounder of the missionaries 
of St. Laurent-siU'-Sevre, as he was"j)reaching" his ia;<t 
mission at Bi^essuh-e. Moi-e than half a centnrv 
elapsed since that moment and yet the pi'ediction of 
the holy father had been presen-ed along: with the 
hymns of wliich he was the author. It was well known 
in every hamlet. Standinf»" at the foot of a Calvniy, 
the saint exclaimed, " Brethi en, one day God, for the 
punishment of sinners, will send into ail this reg-ion a 
jiorrihle war. Bh)od shall he shed ; men shall he slain ; 
tlie v\ ]]o!e country shall he ravatjed. These thinus will 
come to ]iass when my cross is covei-ed ^^•ith moss.'* 

Gradually the liclien crept over tht; stone; the 
P' oi)>c knew and remembered the wtuning* of w];at 
b./ioii;i he wlien its gTowtli was coinplete. In 1703 
the cross was covered, and the prediction was fulfilled. 
The wai* came — a bloody and destxiictive war ; it passed 
away, and is now mattei* of history. Some of its pri£« 
oipal details will be found in the following pn^es. 
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CHArTER IV. 

f'vnawftl of hoaiilitlw— Detakt ^ihe Wqm «t CbtullK^ U«lf! 

•^e I.&rochcjacque1oin — Honii beafca Quetineau afc Antiort. who 
rstixei 0.1 Thoiuun — Leacuro — Sifuo of Thoiiar^ — Oallnr tvy 

otjjc.scure — i*'.»rJ»curanco of the Ix.'ifp^L'ra 
»• — tSui'dtMaiU liishop of i\^ra — Succesa 
^J v ii;^ at Ch(ltaign«nuo— Deioat at Fontenay; 
"^^^X^- ^'-^ aiege and capture di that town. 

Y'v l The repnWicnns entered npoQ the campai|>;n 
lull3^ detennined to put on end tc 
the rebellion by tlie most vigforous 
measures. The Convention, rtlthou^li 
uneasy at tlie nrospeet of a eivil v ai-, 
far uiid;'iT;it('(l the streiijjrh of tlnj 
jiiiW eiieiny u liich liad arisen (o em- 
barrass its op»'rations; and supposed that one u'reat !»at- 
tle woukl sutHeo to quell the insurreetion of a horde 
of peasants. Genei-al Ben-nyei' ai-rived at An;;-ers, hb 
head-quarters, on the SOth Mai'ch, and jKisted his nrmy 
in several CDlumns ; one on the Ici^ bank of the Loii'e 
at St FIjjrent, one in the Das Poitou, one in the B<i* 
e:i<j;<», and anotlior under Quetineau at Bi-ossuii«, with 
others of minor impoi*tance. The object of these com- 
])inations mis to smnound tlie royalist army, and diive 
it either into the soa or iiito the Loire. 

The Veudeanfj assend)Ietl to t!ie number of thirty 
tlioiisand men. B-(*rruver eljanurd his ht':id-«pr.irtei-s 
Irom Ant>'ers to St. Lainlx^rt on thi' otli M- sid(! of the 
Loire, and (.'atlielineau, l)'M!h('e, ;jid StolHet eomhined 
their lyrces at Ciiollet, and niarciied on Oieniijle to en- 
counter the republican general. Ai^r a despei-ato con- 
flict^ they routed him with g;reat loss on the 1 1 th April ; 
but the victcry was almost &tal to the Vendeans ; tor 
tihough it left them masters of the field, it leflt thera 
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also destitute of ammunition. They retired fui-ther into 
the Bocaii'e, and encamped at Tilfang-es, where t he safotv 
of the iwmy wa-s secured hytho acces.sion of a nrw cfiief 
and tVesli soldiers. 1')iis new ciiief was the juoroic and 
«itivn Irons Henri de Liii-ocliejacqiielein. 

The peasants between Titiauji'es and ChAtillon, in the 
very centre of the Bocai^e, had hitherto ahsttnned i'l oni 
joining" the insiurection fi-om lack of a chief, aiihongli 
well disposed to revolt. Some of them bait left homo 
^ to tbllow the flag of Gatheliueau or of Charette ; but 
it was reserved for Henri de Laa'ochejacqueJein to orgtvn- 
ise the general rising::- of that part of La Vendue. For 
some moiitlis he liutl lived i"etiit>d in the clKitfnn of 
Ciis.-ion, the residence of Lescare, his relation and friend, 
whcio only indistinct rnnioms i-eached him of the 
iiii'hting* in Anjou ; for Clissdii wn^ joalonsly watched l>v 
the |i;u ti-;in!^ of tlie Republic. M iiile 'hm o he received 
a suiniiitMis to draw for the militia. Qiiiie determined 
not to obey, he s;till meilitated no more than a pa,N-sive 
resistance, when a young" peasant inspired him with a 
more energetic resolution. Is it possible, Monsieur," 
said he, *^ that you are g'oing^ next Simday to draw tor 
the militia^ when your peasants are about to fi|^ht; not 
to draw ! Come with us ; the whole country looks to 
you, ;md will obey you." No more was said ; but in the 
middle of the night Hemi stai'ted ii^om the cliatean, and 
riding nine leases across country to avoid the Blues, 
renehed the crtind armv, where he learned that thev 
had just *r;iiTied a 'jrrnt victorv, rmt that nil wa< lo'^l 
for wunt of ammunition. Upon this Henri i cpaircd to 
hi?, iamily chateau at St. Aubin,and all the }?e:'sants in- 
stimtly entreated him to put himself at their head. Jn 
le^-s than four-and-twentA' hours a numercms (omivnnv 
was under his orders. But what soldiers to oppose 
i-egular troops ! not more than two hundred had mus- 
kots ; the rest were armed only with clubs, scythes^ 
or even spades. Their ammunition consisted of sixty 
jioimda of blastang'powder. However, they were nearly 
M well armed, as toe grand army ; and they marched 
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u it]/out hesitation on Au])iors. wliich tlie BIuos liad oc- 
ctjpied since the evpTiiiij^- hefore. liuloi ? sntfing* out, 
Liirocljfj-iC(|Uf;lt?iii ad(ln»ss('(l liis jiimy as lullows : 

My ii-it'uds, if my fatht-r were liere, vou would 
have confidence in him. I am on]j a bciy : 'hnt hy my 
courao-e I will show myself wortfiy to command you 
If I advance^ follow me; if I flinch, cut me down; iff 
f5a,n, nveng« me !" 

The yoano* oi-ator who pronoimoed this gnllnnt ad- 
dress was o^ly twenty years of aire. He had been 
trained in a militnrv eolh'^i'e, and liad ohtained a co-n- 
mission in the royal Poh-!} r(»uinient ofcavalrv. (in 
tjie lOtli of Au<j;'ust he had InuiH'fi ]iart ol"tL(^ jrairison 
of tlie Tuihn-ies, aiid after tlie di^;^^t^'l• of that day liad 
escaped to his nativ(» roiintrv. If<> \v:!> i<'j>frved and 
i:>-)dHst. hut without a siiadc^ ofirur. His conduct dur- 
ing- tlie hattle was marked by the most reckless contempt 
of danger; after it he was as gentle as he hnd heen 
bi-ave. On takiui: a prisoner, he would frequently otter 
his antagonist the chance of a single combat. Of all 
the chiers, Henri de LarochejAcquetein wos tlie most 
]M>]iular amonp- the ^jeasants. Tuey used to call him 
fi'^idliarly Master Ilenry. He was a If fich'r after their 
own heart. Tlie nol>le lad, so n'served. and yet so rash, 
who in the fiehl marched in tlie first rank, and at the 
eonncil-hoard dui-st not raise lii^ voice, could not fail to 
attract tliose hrave and simple Veudeans. m Iio foui!}ii 
like heroes, and ol-eyed like chddren. I Jis hiu'hest am- 
hition in the event of success was, thai the kin*:' should 
give liim a l egiment of Imssars. 

The battle of Chemille took place on the 11th April 
on the 12th the Vendean amy retired on Tiffunges ; 
on the l«3th Loi-ochejaequelein beat Quetineau's division 
at AuhiiM-s tliree thousandstroni:'. Tiic A'eudeans, crouch- 
ing behind the hed^>(»s, attacked the Blues on all sides 
i\t oiicc. Larochejaccpielcin, poste<l iu a gxirdei- w^i li the 

ol" tlie volniiti crs, directed a mo^t mm dcrous f re 
on tru' ('V.rinx, uiul (^luctiTiemi, thinkiiiij;" liini^^'l!* f-r.n up- 

pedy beat a retreat. Lai'ochcjacquelein instauiiy ciiod 
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ont, " S» e, the T>hio> ni'i? tlviu2"! cliai-i^c His men 
cli:ir«:;e(t, nnd the iT])uMicnns were tottilly routed. Tliey 
fied to Bressuiii!, leaving* three pieces ot cannon, twelve 
hundred muskets, and several buirels of ))o\vder to the 
victor^ as their spoil. The next daj he jomcd the array 
nt TiiFanges, and placed Cathelineaa in a position to 
f-ake the oifensive ar>'ain. In a few days the repub- 
licans were eompletei j driven out of the Boctige. Ber- 
riiyer retired to the Ponts-de-Ce, the on';' post mi tlie 
Vendean side of the Loire which remaineu in liia liand»y 
and the jyeasants l etired to tlieir homes. 

Qui'tin 'HU, beaten by Lnrochejncquelein at Aui/iers, 
retreated ujion Bressuiro : hut on the 8d May, liavini^ 
no confidence in the ruiiipd fortifications of that phice, 
and henrinir of tlin ndvaiKM) of a hody ot thirty thousand 
]>pasants who had a'^<eml>Ied at Choilet, lie retired fni 
ther, to Thouars!. J3ressuir»^., thus ev;iciiated by tii« 
enemy, fell into the hands of the Veudeans, and tliore- 
by tile insurrection stained thrue iresh cfiiefs of gi-esit 
importance, viz. Marignv, Donissan, and Lescure ; and 
with Lescure an entire I'e^ment of fighting men. 

IjBscure was the cousm and most intimate friend of 
Ilenri de Larochejacquelein, and rivalled him in bra \ « : y ; 
but he joined to ecpial courage a more sagacious judj^- 
raent. At tliis funt^ he was no move than twentv-six 
ve;t}s old, tall, well-built, and of o-reat personal stren«>'th ; 
hut in wisdom he was of mature ng-e. Some id'^a of tho 
lirinness of his principles may be f> af h ered from tlw fact, 
that havinj" lost his mother in cliildhirth, and hciuL;- icft 
entirelv to the influence of a diss(>]ut(> father anti tutor, 
he had avoided all contamination, imd at Icniith sue- 
ceeded in reclaiming to the paths of virtue the men who 
should have been the fii'st to lead the way. His father, 
the Marquis de Lescure^ died when he was eighteen, 
hfavin* to his son an encumbei-ed property. The young 
in-iii was advised to renudiafe so embarrassed a succes- 
sion : hut for the honoJir of his father he deternnned to 
pay his debts, and he Uved for many years a life of the 
nuMt rigid economy and seif-deuiaL ^t length he had 
« 
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SO reestablished his afFairs, that he was in a position tc 
. many his cousin^ the only daug-hter of the Marquis de 
Donissan. lie was id Paris on the fatal 1 0th August, 
hut escaped in snfety to his chateau at Clisson, along 
witli Henri de Larochejacquelein and Bernard de Mar* 
ijj^ny. his cousins. 

The men of his jnirish had suti'fied severely f-n tlie 
massiicre at Br("^siiir<' of the nrt'crdinir y<'nr; tuul \vh^'n 
Laroeliejucquelein depai U.*d to join the it;sun <'(.:tion, Le- 
jicure had not as yet dared to oryuui&t; a rising* amonyf 
the peasantry, deteri-ed hy the meniorv of tiiat disaster. 
But the departure of his friend drew down upon^himself 
the vengpeance of the republicans ; and Henri had scarce* 
ly left the chateau, when Lescure and his whol^ family, 
and almost all the piuisii, were seized and conducted 
to Bressuu'e. In tli** hurried evacuation of that town 
he was forgotten. Tije Blues massacred eleven of the 
wretclied peasants; hut Lescuie, hy some hnppy nccich nt, 
wns overlooked, and he found himself Iree belbra the in- 
surgents entered the })]ace. 

On his return to (lisson, he judj>*ed tliut tlie n-inmciit 
of insuH'ection Imd at length arrived, lie iustautiy sciit 
a summons iLiough fom-teen j)arisltes; and tlie next day 
he mounted, and, with Mari^ny, rode out to r»iise the 
country, in order to possess himself of Bi'essuire on the 
monw. But hardly had he started, when he mi't a 
iMirty of horsemen at full jrallop, crying Vice Ic ! 
It waf! Larochejacquelein on his way to the town. The 
two friends e^Kchaniied hasty greetings, nnd Lescure went 
on his wnv to heat up I'ecruits. The |>en<ants replied in 
p'reat numbers to Ins appetil. A cajitive on the L'd of 
Mav, he found hiniheli' on tlip 8d at fhf liead of a I'or- 
niid;d)]^» hodyofnien. Tie iinniediaielv iuiucd tl'e jji'ranJ 
nrniv, all the cliiefs ofwhicli received him with fiistinc- 
"Ann, as tljey did also Donissan and Mari^-ny. TLe lat- 
ter received the comniand of artillerv. He was a man 
of forty-two 3'ears, tall and muscular, of kind and gen« 
tie manners, spirits which nothing- could depre:?s, and 
bfavery which no danger could daunt But his temper 

• 



Digitized by Google 



CH. IV.] LA YENDiB. 39 

WBS bad. At the first obstacle he lost bis self-commaiidy 
and gave way to the impulse of the moment. 

Thus i-einforced, the Vendean army continued its 
rfiarcli upon Tiiomirs. This town — built upon a lieig^ht^ 
defended on all sides hy a strong- wall, and almost 
surrounded .by the Tliouet, a little river with deep 
rocky banks — was jnsti}- considered one of" the strongest 
military positions in Poitmi and Anjou; and Quetineau, 
\f th a 2'arrison of seven thousand men, believed it im- 
j)i-eg-nabie to the assault oi' any number of peasants. 
When the attack coniuienced at six o'clock in the morn- 
in«r, he had taken but little pains about its defence. The 
Vendeims advanced in foui* divisions: one, under Laroche- 
jacquelein and Lescm^ was dii^ected ag-ainst Yi'ine, 9 
little village commanding the Thouet; another, com- 
manded by Bonchamps, undertook to force the passage 
called the Gue-aux-Rich- s ; the thii-d, consisting- of the 
artilleiT of Donissan and Mariirnv. marcliod a^-ainst the 
Port Saint Jean; the fourth, under Cathclincan, D'EI- 
[)ee, and Stoiflet^ had orders to attack the Port du Bee* 
du-Oijutean. 

Uu the bridge of Vriiic an o))stin-i(e conflict took 
place, which lasted for six hours witiiout advantag-e tc 
either sule ; tmd at length powder began to fail the Ven- 
duiins. ] .urochejacquelein run to obtain a suj)ply ; and 
wh le he was g'one Lescure imagined he pc rceived symj>- 
toms of indecision among the enemy. He seized a miis* 
ket, and cuJing u{)oq his men to follow him, he itished 
down the bill on which he whs posted amid a shower of 
balk<. He reached the bridp-e unwounded., although his 
clothes were riddled with &iiot; but he for.nd himself 
alone. He returned to his men, af)pealed to tlie bravest 
among them, and again j)recii>itated himself upon the 
bridge. But the jjeasants admired witlimit daring to 
imitate liis bravery. One man alone followed him. He 
returned, and was nfjout to make a tliird ap]>pa1, wJjen 
Lar(X.-hejacquelein arrived with I'orrt, tlu' inovei' in tlie 
original aifair at Sr. I'lorent. Tlu-st' two aeconipauied 
Lebcuie m Lu> lund uiiempt ^ and now the whole isiouy 
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Rshnmed of their backwardness, cliarged tuinultuoitsiy 
ilown the hill and carried the biidj^e ia a xnomen^i, 

' This was Lescure's first buttle. About the same momeut 
Bonchamps, witli hi? cnvah-y, crossed the ford and cut 
to }>ieeos the republican division which oj)|io<('d his 
j)assa^e. Upon this Qiit tinenu advanced his reserve, 
but was rp|)!ilst (I. In vuiii he attempted to maintain 
his £;r()mi(i between Vrine and Thouars; his troops, 
thrown into contusion, took refug-e within the walls, tho 
last obstacle now remaining^ to be overcome. The foiir 
Vendean divisions, animated with enthusiasm, pressed on 
to the assault. Donissan and Maiign y tjattered the gates 
of the Pont Neuf; and Oathelineftu, with tlie oilier p^ a* 
sant chiefe, attacked the fortress fi-om the Saumor side. 
Larochejacquelein was the first to bej^in the escalade. 
Mounted on the sliouldei-s of a pea^^ant of the name of 
Tixier, onp of fhc brnvest mm in fho armv, lie rpnclicd 
the cooinu' ot'rhe w:iil and ijushed odwii the stones with 
his haiu! ; the orcncli thus commenced soon became wide 
enoujili to iniiiiit the besietr^rs, and in a few nunutes 
tlie town Wcus won. Tlie republicans all laid down their 
arms, and rendered themselves prisoners. By this vic- 
tory the insni-gents became possessed of four or iiye 
thousand muskets, twelve pieces of cannon, and anunu* 
nition in abundance. 

The inhabitants of Thouars were notorious for their 
extreme revohitionarv opinions, and liad taken a large 
share in the massacres {lerpetrated the year before in 
the neijibbouriu od of liressuire. The defence had been 
obstinately ja-'j^nnii-ed, and the victorious party had lost 
eii^'ht liimdrcd mciw the citizens therefore had reason 
to expect ]»ut little mercy from the pfasnuts. But tho 
Vpnilejins h'ld no thouuijt of venueance ; in the hour oftri- 
uiijph they wi i c intent only on thanking" God. ^>o sooner 
were they mi»>ters of the town — even before tlinir toes 
were w^ell disarmed— than they hurried to the churches 
and threw themselves upon their knees lefore the altmns. 
Doth at Bressuh<e and Thouais thev respected pnvate 
property. Madame de Larochejacquelein I'elates a^ sti'ik« 
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iuq: instance of this. S!ic savs that in the ];oii<e where 
she lodg-ed at Bi-es.<uiie (I'ur sue had been seized at Clis- 
soa ah)ng with Lescure) there wei*e quai'tered a number 
of soldierS; and she heard them lament that they had no 
tobacco. " Is there none to be had in the townT* she 
asked. Plenty," the}^ repHed ; " but we have no mo- 
ney." That these peasants shotdd have abstained fitira* 
taking what they coid(i not buy, in a hostile town, ai-gues 
a very high state of moral discipline. 

T\u'. insiir^rents made many rpmiits amon^* the re- 
pubhcan soldiers at Tfionnrs ; tind several royalists of 
consideration, wiio had ijeeu hitlierto co?nnelI(»d to hold 
themselve?: aloo^, now joined the insnrrectiun. Some nUo 
who had been foiced to enioll tliemselves in the national 
^•uards came over to their own tiag-. Anion*:' them were 
De-la- Ville-Beaug^, aftenvards one of the best officers 
*of la Vendee, and -tht« soi-d\mnt Bishop of Ag ra, Guyot- 
de-Polleville. 

Wlien the revolution broke out the Ab])e Guyot-de- 
Follevilie was eyre of Dol in Brittimy. He at first con- 
sented to take the oath, but ahnost immediately after- 
wnrds retrncted it, and took refug-e in Poitiers. Hem 
lie o*ave out that lie i)ad l)een named IJishop of Ap-ra in 
parti h'i(.\' ; that the Pope hnd eoiistitutfd tour vicoriates 
apostolic for the whoh; of" France; and that he was set 
over the dioceses of the west. Butwiiile he represented 
himself tis the envov of Pius VI. to some reliu'ious of the 
town, he professed revolutionary opinions to the authori- 
ties ; and Dv them he was enrolled in the national guard 
of the distiict, and sent to the relief of Thouai-s. As 
soon as that town was taken, he presented himself to the 
Vendean chiefs and announced his relij>:ions title. Be- 
lieving his story, t he v invited him to join the army; and 
he consented, to the immense joy of t!je peasants, whose 
enthusiiism was laised to the utmost pitch by the pre- 
sence of a bishop in their rniiks. 

The Vendean army reniained two davs at 'i )u)iiars, 
when they marched to attack Fontenay. the capital oi 
Bus f oitou. Before leaving the town they Ubei'ateu 
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their jirisQiierS) to the niimLer of nearly thi^ee tliott$and| 
only shaving: their heads, and exact ni: i'lom tijern as 
aatli Bot Hg-ain to bear ui-ms n<^-aiiist thti det'eadei's of re- 
ligion and the throne. At GiiAtaignci .iic on tia ii- wiv, 
thov achieved another success Hgtiinst (jJenvral ( Mialhos; 
but it was un}iaj)pi!y s'oi'cd by some rxccssis. A uum- 
\m' of peasants the hotisos wliieii hud lu'cn |)(i-nt- 

ed ont to them as beloug-ing- to the chicls ol the iejiu))- 
lican party. After the capture of Chataiy-neraie, many 
of them retnr.ni'ci home; the urniy became cijn:5ideiuhly 
reduced, and oa reaching* Fontenay, it was found to con* 
Bist of not more than mm eight to tea thousand men. 
"With th€ee> however, it was resolved to iniike the at* 
tack; and on the 10th the battle took plat*e. But it 
was a disastrous combat for the insur;^ents. Lescure and 
Lai'ochejacquelein; in command of the leit wing, pos- 
se.«sed themselves of the tbubourgs, and congrattdated 
their men on anotlier victf)ry ; but the riglit winj;- aiul 
the centre were repulsed, l>'l"l!)ee was wonntknl, tuid 
Cathelinean in vain attempted to i-n]]v his troops. '!'he 
rout became g-enerah and thi* \ ri:<h an army hh-t Unit 
day four huinb-ed killetl, two iiundre.il ])ri-oner^^, and 
sixteen pieces of cannon — inchuiing" the fanious Marie 
Jeanne — with all tiieir carriages and timmunition. 

The peasants dispers^ed after this defeat, and the 
reimblican genernl i'e|>02'ted to the Convention the close 
of the insuii^tion. This took place on the 16th of 
May; on the Goth, nine days aftei waMs, the Vendean 
tirmy attacked 1 'out may a second time and took it. and 
more than repaised its U)<\^o?. This second expedition 
was planned and executed by Cathelineau, who, tdter 
]ea\nng' the peasants two f)r three (hiys' rej»ose, traversed 
the l^nciip'e in all (iii-eetions, arai iT»used flirni agiiin to 
the attacii. " l^his is not liin^)/' tuid he to the insur- 
g-ents ; " our misfortune will be soon retrieved. In 
fifteen days we siiall occup}' Puntenay. J know the 
causes of our defeat, and my plan is foimed ibi- a new 
attack. Besides, we must not foi-get that we deserved 
to be puiuBfafi4 ftr the diaorders oommitted at La ChA 
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taignerate.** Wherever that man appeared, confidence 
was restored. On the 2.'M May, twenty tbousnnd insur- 
gents nsserahleil at Cliatillon and heard mass celebrated 
|iontifically by the Bishop of Agra. The whole army 
was iiill of the most lively enthusiasm; and in order to 
obtain pardon for their faults at Chntaiii-neraif^ tlioy 
mnrchcd chanting aloud the peuitentiai p^^alms and re- 
ligious hymns. 

Tlie repubiirans, on their side awaited them with 
inijiatience. They were fully pr(^paled lor tlie battle, 
with fresh troops and abunibmce of ammunition. The 
insui'g-ents advanced in three columns, and took up 
tJieir position on the very spot where they had. been 
beaten on the 16th; Before commencing the attack 
theT knelt down to receive a last i)enediction fi*om the 
supposed bisiiop, and then advanceil against tli(» enemy 
with enthusiasm. Manv of them were without cai> 
touclies, and usiced to be supplied. ^' Vou will find some • 
there," said Mai iLz'ny, }>ointinj^ to tlie Blues. " March !" 
said tlie otlier eiiiefs; you njust take the rnniion with 
voiu- staves. You must rei^ain Mnrie JeuTine. She 
will 1>c for the best runner." The whole army rushed 
i'orward, but tk-ey encountered a terrific fire; and the 
right win;^, commanded by Lesciire, for a moment hesi- 
tated. But their gallant chief, as at Thouars, advanced 
alone to cheer them on with the ciy Vive le Boi ! A 
republican battery replied. to his cheer with a storm 
of ^rrape, * iind he leistu'ely returned to his troops ; his 
clothes were torn with shot, his spurs were carried away, 
but he was liimself unhm-t. "See, my friends," said 
be coollv. " the Blues do not know how to shoot." 
Coon this thev rallied, and eharirrd liDon tlie fo'\ Sud- 
denly, in liei«rht e.+'the oiisct, they panned bcfoj-r :i ci oss 
and fell upon their kuees in prayer, although the bullets 
were fallinc^ among- them like hail. Some of tlieir ofiieei s 
would have made them rise: "Let them pray," said 
]>8cure calmly, who woj liimself standing in the very 
thick of the fire ; they will fi j> ht none the worse for it." 
And the next momflDt they leaped up, liurled themM! vei 
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npon the enemy, and drove them back like sheep. Staff 
in hand. Bonchamps and his men east themselves upon 
the ai'tiUeiy, knocked (i()^s n the cannoneers, and seizing 

the cannon, foi'thwith dire('t(Ml t]if»m upon the Blues. 
Larochejacquelein, at the head of a few liundred peasants 
mounted on cai t-hoi*se?, attacked the repubiicnn ravidry, 
and decided the day by a charge, as wpll-timcd as ifc 
was vigorous, upon the left wing of the eueniy, where 
Gciu i :d Chalbos and several representatives of the peo- 
ple were standing. In a few moments the victory v\ as 
complete; and the mass of the repubhcan ai>my precipi- 
tated itself in disorder on the rood to Niort. 

Bonchamps^ Lescure, and For^t were the first to 
enter Fontenav, and alone dived into the streets of the 
town, while tiie}'. were still filled with soldiera, " Down 
witli your arms!" they cried; and en*:ire comjiauies 
cast tfiemselves upon their knees and asked for quaiter. 
Wlien they arrived' at the platu^j the tliroe Vendeans 
each took a different direction, to sefuio the more 
speedy submi^^sion of the town. Lesi-ure ran to tho 

ia isnns to rcicnse any insurgents who might be there. 
io;k;hain{ts hud a narrow escnpe from Ijcujg slaia. A 
Blu(?, who liad ju^^t surrendered, seeing his victor alone, 
tiredwat him anil wounded him dangerously in the breast. 
The fieasants were now jioming in, and, lest the guilty 
man should escujie, massacml all who were on the spot 
But there was no other act of violence committed. 

A great number of cannon were taken j but to tlicir 
dimaj Maiie Jeanne was still missing. The republi- 
cans were as eager to kci'p as the Vcuuh'ans to recapture 
that trophy, and a dt^tachmeiit of infantry and moniit"ed 
gr'ii'lai'mes had seized it, and wpi-e rniiveying it along 
the Niort road. Five-nnd-tweiity |!e:isants, with Foret 
at their head, ruslied in pursuit, overtook the escort 
aiuHit a h-'af;nie fioin Fo?ifeTiay, and alter u ;?niart strug- 
gle defeated tlie guiird, liarnessed themselves to the 
carriage and dragged it back in triumph, adorned with 
flowers and ribbons. 

The moderation of the TOUmous insurgents wag 
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not less at Fonteoftj than it had been at Tliotinr;^. Am] 
the Blues, unable to deny the feet, ascribed it tc 
bypocnsy and crafit. The victoiy dealt the stavenjiat 
blow to their cause which they had yet received; aad 
the general; who a few days befoi-e had fc^portt^d tue 
insurrection quelled, was oblig'ed to ackno\vle(iL>e thut 
he had to do with an ennmy who braved all danirei-s. 
*• Tlie defeat/* he wrote to the minister of war, " w hs 
K<'nLr;iI. I do not know our loss. Many 2*uiis were 
abuuduned, even the one which tlie enemv had -mj iniicii 
ragTetted (3I:ine Jenniu^), and iai-ge uiagazineii ot'iKJW- 
der have hdieu iutu hit iimiln," 
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CHAPTER V. 





Sapreme ouneil of administration: tUc AbM BmrniMv F*ther J* 
gaulty Abb6 Brin — Proclamati on of the Catholic array— Freah 
oxortions of the T iiv. i: tin:, — Victories of VjhnTs, Dont?, and 
Moutreuil — Jsiejo of baum r — Q if tinau — 1 • vau elected 

commamicr-iu-<'.hjof — lorcs>acr — D'Au- 
tieliaiup, Hron, Talmont — The army 
mnrcb into AugMrB, ond determine tc 
lay siege to Nantes. 

HE first step of tlifs Ycnilean chief's, iijion 
tlie takiiis* of Fontcnav. was to nnooint a 
supremo conricil of administration, nndi-r 
the prt'siileiicy of tlje Bisiiop of Au'rii. 
Their object was to give more reg-ularity to 
their proceedings, and to provide the pool 
])6asaBt9 with clothinpr, who had lefb tlieir 
(hiily labour for the dejence of the Faitli. 
The coiinoii « ns kIso chanred with the w hole 
niihtarv orpuii-nfion of the country, and the 
development of its resoui-ces. It nnmhered 
among" its meicbers three otlier priests he- 
pirlps the Bis;i!»p of A^rni, — the A))he Iternier, Father 
J:ii»'ault, a 13eiuHii(;tiae, nnfl the Al)})e Brin ; all ahle 
men, eloquent, enerj^etic, resolute, and entirely devoted 
to thr? cause. The so-called hishop, althouii'li the no- 
minal president, was not equal to the ])urt he liad as- 
Bumed; and tlie AhM Bemier soon became the real 
cliief. This priest was only twenty-nine years of n^re 
when the insurrection broke out« yet he }iad nlreadv 
aitquired a great i-eputntion. Althouji*'! hut the son of a 
simple [lea-imt, and without interest, he had heen made 
cure of St. Laud's, one of the chief churches in Anp-ei-s. 
In irOO he refused to take the oath to the civil "onsti- 
jalLm of the clergy, and immediately became \ sua* 
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j)ected man to the Angevin " patriots." Wor did their 
instinct deceive them. Bernier tunied out one of tlia 
most able of the Vendean leadoi-s. Sehlom have 5u 
much judg'ment and resobition been united to so w.icli 
enthusiasm. jNot only did his jnudence and wisdom 
give him the ascendency in the council-chuudjer, Init 
the very g^enerals^ «"uided their military euntiuct by Jiis 
advice. Yet his hirhience with t!i(i pensunts was greater 
still. Gifted with extraordiiiaiy eiot|uence, he wa;> inde- 
&.tigable in preachingp. I h&v6 knon^'n him/' sajs Ma* 
dame de Larochejaci^ ULkin, ^* to speak for two hours with 
a fbi'ce and sweetness which ciatied his heai'ei^ away 
with him. What he said was always to tae vcint ; his 
texts were happily cliosen, and not less liaupily worked 
out: lie ''semed to be inspired." But his labows did 
not stop there. As rcndy to write as to s'^eak, he it 
was who drew up all tiie most imnortiint documents 
which were circulated in the name of the insurrection. 
His zeal, too, was unbounded. Me was to' ))0 ^;e^n 
wherever there were gnefs to be consoled, or courage 
to be coniirincd ; and although, lat^r on, traces of am- 
bition were to be descried in his chiu-acter, none such 
were apparent in the earlier stages of the war. lie 
became chaplain of the grand army. 

Father i/agaiUt was also a very distinguished man. 
He, like the Ahh6 Bernier, had held oiiice in Angers 
at the time of the revolution, when he was professoi- of 
theology in the Benedictine monastery of St. Nicholas. 
Upon his refusal to take the constitutional oatli, and 
consecpient depi-ivation, ho retired to his own family, to 
wait patiently for the moment when God shuuld call 
him to action. Less prompt and acjtive than Ijeinier, 
he was scnrcely less remarkable than his colleague ibr 
wisdom and eloquence. He was, however, unlike l>w- 
nier, of a very retiiing disposition. JNutwitiistanding 
his success, he seldom preached, and would have been 
content to occupy the last and lowest place when th^ 
general voice snmynoned hisi to take a seat in tha 
iupreme oounoL 
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Thn Ah])fi T^rin was cure of St. Laurent-sur-Sevrft, 
and united extinordmary resolution of clinrnrtcr to tlu 
[greatest charity towards thv distressed. It was in Isi!^ 
palish that the first hospital for the wountled was 
estahlished. Thither' also the Si-rp)s llospitnlh rs of 
La Sugess^e, vvlio had heeii driven from all their houses, 
retired to tend, without distinction, the wounded of 
both sides. The Missionfiries of tiie Holy Ghost wei-e 
established in the same town^ and discharged the same 
charitable office. 

One of the first act« of the council was to put forth 
a proclanfiation addressed "To the French ti-om the 
chiefs of the Catholic and royal amies.*' It was an 
a))])eal to national justice. After having* affirmed La 
Vendee victorious, and the Holy Cross of Jesus Ciji ist 
and the roval standard everv where triumphant over the 
hloody flag- of anarcliy." the {noclamntion went on to 
deehire that La Vendt'^e desired to " keep foi- ever tite 
Holy Catholic, Apostolic, and Roman faith, and to lui\ e 
a kin*^' who would act as a father within, and a })ro- 
tector without/' Then came a com])arison between tlie 
conduct of tlie republicans, ''who called themselves pa- 
triots/' and that of the Vendeans, '' whom they teimed 
sanisruinaiy brigands." It was a spinted recapitulation 
of all the mmes committed since the be^^inninu- of tlie 
war by the troops of the Convention. A call to union 
concluded the manifesto, which was dated '^fi-om Ponte- 
nav, the l?7th May, in the first yefir of the reign of 
Louis XV n." 

Tlie Convention could no lono'er afVect to treat the 
insnrrection with uKliiicronce. After its lirst oiithreaK, 
they liad speedily recovri i (i their habitual confid(>nce, 
and liad accustomed th('ni-^('lve<5 to reiirard the insub- 
ordination of peasants us an aecuk'nt oi" small import- 
ttuce. But the capture of Fonteuay dis])ersed tijis 
niusion. It was impossible any longer to deny tliat thf, 
arms of the Repubhis had suifered a senous revei*se, and 
that the aspect of afiairs was alarmmg. An odicinl 
notificatioD appeared^ that the war in the west reqtured 
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as much attention as tlmt on tlie frontier^ and an ap* 
peal was made to the devotion of all tixie patiiots. 
Kumeroiis bodies of troops were directed upon La 
^'^eiidee j the commune of Paris alone I'lirnished twelve 
thonsnnd men ; the districts bordoring' on the scene oi 
insurrection as ninny more j Orleans sent several lifit- 
talions, and reiniorcements arrived at Niort from the 
most distant depai-tments. At the head of these new 
troops new <^-enerals aj>peared in La Vendee; for tho 
others had been g-uillothied for h ' "'li treason. Among the 
new commandei's, the most renA.f.kal)Ie were the biwer 
Santerre, and Westei'mann, whose name will now bc^ of 
frequent oecnrrence, and who latei* gloried in the sur- 
name of '* the Butcher of ike Vnuh am.* 

The measures of the Convration were* executed 
with the utmost rapidity — ait:tlery and stores w^ere 
despatched at once, and in iive da3's forty thousand 
men arrived to occupv Saunuu-, Montreuil, Tliouars, 
Done, nrid Vihiers. iiut the Vendeans assembled in 
aijout the sum« force; and so p'reat was their enthusi- 
asm, that, in the sliort siKice oi tiiree days, thev obtainiid 
tJiree victories over the fiKjiny, viz. at Vihiers, at Loue, 
and at Moutreuil. The republicans lost u whole divi- 
sion, and all their aitillerj and ammunition fell into the 
hands of the insui*ffents. In the iiush of tiiumpli, the 
^mnd army tumultuoufiy demanded to he led ag'ainst 
baumur. 

Tliis town, situated on the Vendean side of the 
Loire, a little below its conHuence witii the Thouet, 
mifjht have been easily d-'uudcd against a rogtilar 
army, properly j)rovided with a siegf-trtiin. It con- 
tained the united divisions of four ;_!('iier:i]s, ])esides 
the remains of the defeated 'jai ri-ons of Vihiers, 
Done, and Montreud ; in all nearly sixteen thousand 
men, antl eij^'htv pieces of cannon. These troops were 
j.mt^cted by tlTe mtle,wbich was always coilside»Kl 
impregnable ; by the Bouman heights, foitiiied by 
doubts; and by the Thouet, a rapid liver, the paisag^e 
of whidi woulcf be attended with the greatest dimculty^ 
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The Sauinnrese, in addition to these df^fences, had pro- 
vided for then* safety bv cuttinjr down* evrrv cardcn- 
bed;ro and copse wliich could ihvour tlic upcidiar mode 
oriij^htinj: of the *'biif:'an<ls." And y t, in spit;' of all the 
ndvjinta^i'es of such a position, tho ropnblicans awir't^Ml 
tlie attack with iinoasinos-^. Tlie two dpft-ats of Mont rciiil 
and Uoui'' ("^f>ecially Iiad cieatod mucli alnnn niiiui;!:^ 
the in]ia])it:uits, and disorder anhni'T the soliiitiv. It 
w as therefoi'B delermined to raise the courage of the 
faiut-heaited, and intimidate tlie disaffected, hy a patri- 
otic ceremony. Sunday the Mi of Jtme was chosen for 
the inangriii-ation of the Bonnet Rouge at Saumur. The 
i¥+e consisted ciiiefly in violent tiradps ag:ninst the ^»<^- 
derea and tl;e unstocnit^ ; and wonhl in all probability 
have Ijeen sifj-nalised there, as e;-t where, )»y wholesale 
massacres^ if orators or audience Itad had time to think 
of any tliinp* else but e^f'lf-defence. 

On Mondnv,' the 10th, tlie fiftnrk rfnnnieiK'ed at 
three point.-* :it oiii-n. ;ni.l wir!i more di^orch r thnu usual. 
Leseure had the of th*^' ]«'f*t wiuu'. ITe fVi^t 

turned the redoubts oi' liouiuan Ilili, iiud then nisiivjit d 
ir;)on Fourhard Bridg'e, where lav the prineijuil strength 
of the republican division, that bein;:' tlje clnef entrance 
into Sanmur. Larochejacquelein advanced along- the ri- 
ver a<;rainst a repnhlican corps occ«|)yin<i' an intrenched 
camp in the meadows of Variu, hetween the Thouet 
and tlie Loire, while Cathelinean made a ie'nt upon the 
castle, 

Lescure's divi-inn ^-fi<? first enu;ag'ed. He turned the, 
re»l^ubts, crn-srd the bridije, and was jrainin<»' jiround, 
when, tudiapniiy, he received a wound 'u the arm. The 
liurtwas triHinii' : but the peasant'^, seeing' him covered 
v. ith blood, died out, We jire lost ! he is wounded I*' 
antl fell linck. Leseure bound up his uvui with a h;ind- 
kf'rchief, and shoutin;^ It is nothin^^;* !" endeavom-ed to 
tally his hi-oken troops. However, their confusion was 
extreme ; and the enemv, seeing: the advantajye, charged 
with a troop of cuirassiers. This completed their dls- 
order. For ii while tbejr maintained an unequal contest ; 
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but when they saw their balls glance off the steel 
2uii asses of tlie liorsemen, tliey turned round and fled. 
At tliis moment M. Dommaign^ galloped up at the 
head of the Vendean cavalry, and charged the enemy 
in tiank. He attacked the republican colonel band to 
hand, and both fell tog'ether. Dummaigiie received at 
the same moment a sabre-cut and a giupe-sliot, and 
fell inortaUy wounded ; but in &llm^ he discharged his 
carbine at his antagonist Depnvea of their chief, the 
Vendean horse reti'eat in disoniery and the emrassiers 
charge their flying foes. One man only, named Loj- 
eeau, i-emains bravely fighting for the body of Dom- 
maigne. He kills three cuirassiei^ ; but, finding himself 
alone, he ftdls down, as if mortally wound ^^d, across his 
dend cliicf. At this moment a happy accident retrieves 
the ibrtunes of the day. In tho. m*rht of the Vendeans 
across Foucbard Biid^e, two gun-cajriitges were over- 
turned • tliese IbiTiied a barricade across the way im- 
j)assuble u> cavalry ; and the pCiLSuuts, finding tbem- 
eelves no lon«jer pursued, gather oom-age, i-etom to the 
atteeky and bei^iud the shelter of the caii-iages tak^ deli- 
herate aim at the cuunssiers. No longer aiming at the 
Iweast, tUey fire at the head. Tlie Blues in their turn 
recoil, the Vendeans take the offensive, and Lojseau 
in the instant leaps up, and joins the fii*st rank. 

Catbelineau, from his elevated position on the heights 
near tlie castle, observed attentively the situation ot the 
vari.)«is corj).s eiiuafied. The want of plan with which 
the eager peasants bad rushed to the nttjick was now 
beginning to tell upon the Ibrtunes of the day ; and he 
saw that, if the assault was to be successful, Lai-ocbe* 
jacquelein must be assisted m his attempt on the camp 
m the Varin meadows. He consulted his colleagues, 
and himself advanced to the point of attack. The re- 
publican general Ooustard equally poiceiyed the impoi-t- 
anoe of Siat moyement, and gave the order to two 
battalions to march to tlie succour of the camp. The 
soldiers refiised to obey him ; and while they were par- 
leying; a Vendean hattei;^ . an^ived to block up. the paa> 
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sage. " n large that battery 1" criod bo to his cuiras* 
' siers. *^ Whitiier do you «eml us, genfi-al i"' demanded 
Colonel Weissen. " To death," replied Coiistaixi ; " the 
safety ol' the IJepublic demand> it." 'I'he cuivassieis 
char^'od; tlieir shock wa«5 vahaiitl v sn^tninod, and iihno^t 
the whole troop peristicd. The hat terv, huwevcr, w as 
cai-iied. But it was imiiKHliatcIy al>an(ioned, for the in- 
fant?-y refusetl to jidvaiu'e ; and Weissen roiiairu'd his 
division covered vvitli wounds and without a ioiiower. 

Meanwhile Laiochejacquelein had attacked the re- 
publican camp. Xi*^avin<;' seven hundred men with De 
JBauge to guard ttie biidge of St. Just in front of the 
camp, he had gone round to force an enti'ance on the 
rear. But Donissan bringing up a reinforcement of 
about six hundred men^ he and Be Bau^ie attacked the 
position in front. They passed the ditch, bit)ke down 
the wall beyond, and the post was carried. At the 
same time Larochejac(pielein hurst in on the ot]i(>r side. 
Taking" oif liis cap, ]»e threw it over the entrenchmcists, 
crying-, ^'Wiio will iz'o uiid get it for me ;" and leaj>ed 
ill to get it for himself. A great numher of Ids lirave 
peasants poured hi after him. The two ai.>ault.s took 
place at tlie same moment, and the Vendeans had the 
misfortune to fire upon each other as they advanced 
from opposite quarters. The repu))licans, thus taken 
between a double iira, retreat in disorder into Saumiu-. 
Laroohejacquelein and De Baug^, jum|Mng on hoi-se- 
back, precipitate themselves upon their steps, and with 
thi'ee others peneti ate into the streets. At the faubourgs 
they encounter a battalion from the castle, who, seeing 
the Vendeans, cast down their arms, rxv.d take r^'fVI^■e 
witiiin its walls. Larochejacquelein ;tiid li'S gnilant 
comnules continue tli<'ir jirogrcss throuuh the city, un- 
deterred hv the i-andoni shots wiiich iiv about tht ir 
heads. At last they arc i-cjoiiied by their soldiers, nml 
hy those of Lescure ; for tiie town is now in the iiaiids 
of the besiegers, although the redoubts of Bournnn and 
the castle still hold out. The mass of the republican 
anny were seen escaping by the gToat bridge across the 
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Loire ; but the conflict was still going on between Ma* 

ri^-ny and bis artillery and the Bonman redoubts. 
When nigpht came, the Veudeans ceased from filing, 
intending: to new the attack in the morning. But 
during the dai-kness the ])o.>t was evacuated ; and on 
the morrow the garrison of the ca-^tle, wliicli was four- 
teen hundred sti'onu', capitulated. The repubh'cau army 
attpnu)tH(l no sort of order in its flis'lit. The runaways 
dispersed on all sides, sprending the alarm, and might 
have fallen an easy ])rey to t)je vict-ois, if tliey liad 
followed ill pursuit. But full of otlier thoughts, they ran 
to the churches, cryiuji,-, Vive le lioil Vive la religion 
Catholwue ! — ^the bells )^g> and the men who before 
the battle had resigned then* lives into the hands of God, 
now thanked Him for giving them the victory. 

By the captui*e of Saumur, the Vendeans became 
masters of the |}as8age of the Loire, and found them- 
selves abundantly supplied Avith ammunition of all sorts 
— eiglity pieces of c annon, thousands of muskets, powder, 
lend, saltpetre, and equipments. The spoils ^vei-c al! 
shut up in a church, which the Blues liad turned into a 
magazine of artillery. Tlie next in(^rnin<:; Larocheiac- 
quelein was seen at a neighboui ini:" w indow buried in 
deep thought, with his eyes fixed on this cliurch. An 
oihcer asked him what he was doing. " I am thinldng-,'* 
he said, of our success ; and I am lost in astonishment 
— it is the hand of God !" There was not a common 
soldier in the whole insui^ent army who did not sliara his 
sentiments. The j)risoners taken in the five days, in the 
four victories ofVihiers, Done, ^'Jontreuil, and Siiumur, 
amounted to eleven thousand. The loss of tiu^ Vendeans in 
this last affair was sixty killed^ind four hundred wound(^d. 
Amon;T tlio prisoners jvho-^fejl into their hands was the 
re]ui))licau gt'iieral Qu( tinofiK, whom tiie insurgents had 
beaten at Tiiouurs. lie w.is lying in the casi^le of Sau- 
mur for judameut. Tlie Oonyeution i-efused to believe 
that the troops of the nation could be defeated by ]>ea- 
Bants ; and tiie unhappy aenerals who lost a battle wei-e 
aiTaigned for treason. Lescure invited the captive to 
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take refiige in the mud army ^ where, " in spite of di^ 
ference ofopinion, he should receive greater justice than 
ftom his own patriots." ' Monsieur, replied QuelineaUj 
**were you to set me at liberty, I should g-o back to my 
prison. I wisli to be put on my trial. If 1 tied, I should 
be deemed n tT tiitorj and I cannot enchire the thoug^ht. 
Besides, in Hyinj^ I should nlttnifhni my wife, who 
would certainly jHTi^^b." Theti he jKKlcd, ''Monsieur, 
the Au^trians are masters in Flanders ; you, too, am 
victorious ; the counter revulution makers way. France 
will be dismembered by strang-ei-s." Lescure answered, 
''That will the royalists nerer permit; they will shed 
their blood in defence of the tenitoriee of France/^ 
'' Ah ! when that day comes," exclaimed the republican, 
" I will myself serve in your ranks. I love the glory of 
. my countiy: in this sense it is tJiat I am a patriot.** 
At that moment ^e erv of Vive Je Mai!. arose from the 
popiTlace in the street below. Quetineuu ndvanced to the 
windovr, and said bitter] v, " Cn-\vnrds ! It ivas but tlif* 
other dnv von accused iiic of hnviiiii" betrayed tlie lenuij^ 
lie; and now yon youi>t'Ives, lor tear, cry Vive Iv Hot! 
I take the Veiidcaiis ro witness that I do not joiu m the 
cry." The brave man wiis atfeiwunU sent to Paris, 
where be was judged guilty of death, and executed. 
So little valtte did the Convention place on the iew truly 
hononrable men who fbuff'ht under the republican flag ! 
CTis wife, for whose sake he had declined Lescure's offer, 
refosed to survive him j she ciied Vive le Mm I in tlie 
presence of the judges who condemned him, and speedily 
ibllowed him to the scaffold. 

Lescure, who had been wounded early in the day, 
was seizetl witli fevor ;it itS'Clo-se, aih^r ?cven hours* 
fighting'; and wa« CHmiptllcd to*retire fi)r his recovt'ry 
to his chateau of Boulaye. But before tnkin«2- bin 
departure, he asnembled the officers, and suitl, " Gentle- 
men, the insun-ection has acquired too great import- 
ance, the snccess has been too remarkable, to permit us 
to leave the army any longer without a general-in-chief. 
As manv officns an the yi«wriiffift.<:mn Mm onlv 
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be ])rovisional; but I givo my voice for M. Cnthelinemi.'* 
These woi-ds wei-e received witli ap})laiise by all, exct^pt- 
ing only the good Catheliaeau hiuiself, who would have 
refused so great an honour. But the election was con- 
fimed by all tlie absented«, and the peasant-leader re- 
ceived the supreme command. 

The nomination of Oathelineau was in evety raspeot 
a most judicious act. It was he, of all the chieis, who 
exercised the greatest influence over the peasants ; ho 
possessed a sort of rude eloquence, which filled them 
with ardour, and his pioty and virtues won their respect. 
Beside?, it wri'^ lie who find beii'un the war, who hnd 
raised tlie country uiid foug'ljt tiie oj^ning* biittle. He 
had a militar}' eye, extraordinary coumjre, unci g-i*eat 
judgTuent. He was also so modest, that in eiecting* him 
the other g^nei-als knew thnt their commander-in-chief 
would hearken to counsel. It was, moreover, a sti-oke 
of admirable policy to f^eet a (teasant at a moment 
when a lively jealousy of the aristocracy had contributed ' 
in no ffmall degree*^ to tlie revolutionary movemnat-; 
far thus the insm^^ents wei-o themselves the more at- 
tached to their cause, and the patriots could no lonj>er 
be roused to the contest by tlie cry of ''equality.'* 
F-quality, indeed, i-eig-ned far more in the Vendean than 
in the repiiblican nrmy; thei*e were as many pensfints 
as pentlernf'Ti in command. Merit was the sole (pialiH- 
cation recjuued ; and in the council of wai-, words of 
sound wisdom were listened to with equal att<intiou whe- 
ther uttered by the owner of the' chateau or by the tiller 
of the soil, "bf this equality the ciise of Forestier af- 
fords a signal example, — ayoung' man^ scarcely eighteen 
years of age, the son of a poor shoemaker, who was 
elected to the command of the cavalry after the death 
of Dommaign^. This young peasant played a most 
brilliant part, not only in the army, but in the pwsence 
of princes and in foreig*n courts, till his death in LS08. 
He hnd the mode'^tv, on his election, to accept the 
duties and ref\ise the title of pv^neral of (•av^dr3^ 

Many recruits joined the amy aitter the capture li 
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Saumur; and some of tbe repfaLlican soldiers passed 
ovei' to the side of the royalists. Tiie staff wjis aug^ 
merited ))y the accession of three fi'esh officers : Glmrli^s 

d*Autichamp, who, at tlic 02*6 of twenty-three, liad 
been thou'»')it wortliv of a hi"'!i rank araonc: tlie ofticci-a 
of Louis XVI.'s constitutional u-uai-d ; he was placed 
in BoiR'humps* division, wliost? cousin he was; — Piron, 
who had come from Hiittany to share the ^lory sind 
])eril which La Vendee oliered ; — and the Prince de' 'Vul- 
mont. TJie latter was the proj)rietor of vast estates 
in the west, and . had returned from foreig-n service to 
organise tlie insurrection among his tenantry. Arrested 
bel [ore he could set the enterfirise on foot, he obtained 
his liberation through his brother, the Abb6 de la Tre- 
moille, who bribed a member of the Convention to (;oa- 
nive at the prince's escape. He was a man of brilliant 
powers, h.it of lax morals, nnd joined tlie armj with a 
royalist mthcr than with a Catholic ol»jecr. 

Tl]us reinforced, the army evacuated S:i urn nr* : :i< 
it was an important j)osition, Cathelineau wisheil U> keep 
jmssessioii of it, and left Lurochejapquelein with a troop 
to prairiFon tlie town. Tt wtis, however, with great dii- 
ficulty tiiat tlje peasants could he kept tof^ther; so that 
in a few da^'^s the young chief found himself almost 
abandoned. Every road was now open to the grand 
army, and an anxious debate was held as to the next 
operations. The g'tirrison of Angers, upon hearing: 
the fall of Saumur, panic-stricken, took iiight bei'ore the 
insui^^ents appeared, abandoning their heavy ai-tillery, 
provisions, and ammunition. It was necessary to turn 
tlieir terror to advantage. Slionld they march on Toui-s, 
to ohtain command of hoth banks of the Loire':* or on 
Nioi t, and encounter Westermann, wlio wa< invadins* the 
opposite side of the Bocag-e? or should tljcy ix'nctrate 
into Brittany, ort^anise the insun-ection in that province, 
and form an army to threaten Paris (for till Paris 
was overcome^ La Vend^, in spite of its victories, must 
be eventually crushed)? or should they attack Nantes^ 
k mdear to ensure tbem the command of the whole 
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insurgent countiy ? These two last projects were those 
especially under discussion. The former was advocated 
by Bonchamps, wlio had numerous relations with Brit- 
tan v, and whose divisions contained a troop of Breton 
soldiers. But the majority were in favour of the attack 
on Nantes J and it was docided to execute tliat move- 
ment. It wns thoug-ht unsafe to attempt a distant expe- 
dition, witliout the command of the seu-coast and an 
open coiniiiuiiicatiun with Entiiand. Bonchjimjjs, how- 
ever, ur^ed Ids plan with great vehemence; and Stoiflet, 
who took the opposite view, and whose ai'dour some;- 
times became ungovernable, challeng-ed him to a dueL 
No, monsieur," was the noble i*eply, " I will not ac- 
cept your challenge. God and the iing only have the 
disposal of my life ; and our cause would suner too se- 
wely were it to be deprived of yours." 

The army, Catlioh'c and royal, after occupying Aa^ 
gers seven or eight dajs^ set out according;lj on tht 
S7th June for Nantes. 
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CHAPTER TL 

Buooesses of Charstte in Bos Foitou— Union of ChArt»tt« int^i Cstb«< 
liueua — HiogQ of Nantes — Detith of Catheiiuet u — W«itermann in 
the Booage, his defeat ui. CliatiUua — D*£ll/£o elcc'.«<l ooKJiiMidor- 
in-ohief— Bomus at Pont UktMTon and l/u^o?— Victory otmt 
S&utermat CliaatoaDay— Horrible deeit^os of tba i^uhlicm— 

-a — o 

HTLE the grand army wes achieying; these 
glorious successes, Cliarette had beta not 
less etfectually manoiuvring- in Bas I'oitou. 
His ciiief victory had been at Mathtscoul, a town 
defended by a garrison of twelve hundred nien^ 
which was taken, after a long asd bloody stiiiggle, 
on the llth June. A glance at the map will be suf- 
iicient to show the impoi*tance of this post in i-eferenoe 
to the contemplated siege of r<< antes. Menaced from 
two sides by two victorious armies, the citizw were in 
the utmost alarm. " Not a monjeut. must be lost in 
sending" us succours of every kind/' wrote Genoml Petit 
Bois, who was in coinuiund, imniediately alter tlie battle 
of Maclipcoul. On the 2utii, a second victorv crowned 
the arms of the insurgents at Lalluue, and the ^'elidealis 
followed their iiying- lue up to tlie very j>ateci of Mantes. 
At the same time ai-rived intelligence oi the ittll ol buu- 
mur. Four days afterwards, a summons came li-om the 
generals at Angel's to the authorities of Kantes to &ur- 
mder the town, to display the white flag on tlie walls, 
to delirer up the arms of the garrison, and to place 
in their hands the commissioners of the Convention as 
ho8ta*re9. So great \^B8 the terror with which the 
inhabitants had been inspii-ed by the advance of the 
insurgents^ that the authoiities k^pt this sonuuons a 
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profound serrpt ; bit thev brnvply rns \vpd fn doi'end 
the town, and Efn-sser, to wliom tlie commnnd was 
given, put the pUice into a state of sieg-e, and affixed to 
the walls the followinj? proclan' ation : — 

"If, tlnonf*-!! treason or nr/isfortnne, IS antes slimild 
fall into the hands of our enemies, I swear that it shell 
liecome' their tomb And ours ; and that we will give to 
the world it grent midi ti^rril^le esiiiii|>le of what a }>eople 
cnn do which is insplKd by^he love offi'eedom and the 
hati^d of tyranny,' 

TJp to this moment Charette's army and the prand 
army had acted indejiendently ; tliere had heen no soi-t 
of interconi-^e hpt^'ppn tliefn. Bnt now Lp!?nirp, fj*om 
his retirement at Boiilnye, wrote to congratulate Charette 
on his success at Macheconl, and to re<|ue<it liis co-o]>e- 
ration in the attack on Nantes. The latter replied by 
complimentinp;' the gram! army on thr^ rapture of Sau- 
iimr. Eventually a union was "Ifected between the 
two armies. Cathelineau snnph'ed Charette with am- 
munition abd artillery, which he had in abnndanee ; nnd 
Ohar^tte agreed to attack Nantes on the Vendcan side 
of the 'Ltiire, while the p-and army proceeded from 
Anfrers along: the Breton bank. 

Tlie republican forces assembled at Nantes amoimted 
to about twelve thousand men, half of whom were tioops 
of tlie line. The insurfrents were 1p«s mirncron^ thnn 
their leaders ha'l expeptf»d. After the ca[)tui p of San- 
mur, many had returned to the Rocaire : LescurtVs divi- 
sion was pnralysed in consequence of the absence of its 
Ipader, and Laroehf-jacquelem was at Baumur with as 
man}- men as could be induced to mount guard. More- 
ofeVf the peasants marched without spirit. They cotild 
not understand the object of so distant an entei>prise^ 
and fell away as the army pi-oeeeded ; so that on reach- 
ing Nantes, Cathelineau found himself with scarcely 
eight thousand men. Cbarette's army, however, were 
anim.ated with enthusiasm. Nantes was the point from 
which the republican forces directed fliPir opernnona 
i^nat the wnole oountiy of Poit0U| and they had 
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sequently an interest in its capture. A ot a man was ab- 
sent on the 29th June, the day an-anged for the attack. 

The storming^ coaunenced at two o clock in tlie mora* 
ing. Cathelineau and D'Mb^e led the assiiult on the 
noith side of the town, Bonchamps on the east; Charette^ 
with twciitv-five thousand insui'gentS| was on the othei' 
side of the Loire. The besiegers wew i^epulsed with en- 
thusiasm. Tiie inhabitants had recovered their couitkge | 
nnd conscious that the proclamation of Beysser was no 
vain bmvado, were prepared to i*o?ist to the last. 80 
strong- wns puhh'c opinion within the town, that nuiny 
of tliu friends of tlie insun ection, instead of attempting" a 
diversion in their favour, ran^cul tlieiiiselves uuiuiiy" the 
republicans. Yet the attack was at lirst successlul on 
all points. The Vendeaus had peneti-ated into the fau- 
bourgs, and the Blues were beprioning to yieki j indeed, 
the victoiy was substantially irained, when two unhappy 
circumstances entirely changed the fbituncs of the duy. 
The Vendean chiefs liad learned from experience that it 
was unwise to drive their opponents to extijemities, and 
leave them no alternative but to conquer or die ; and 
there was always left an outlet liy a\ liich the routed 
columuf? irii«"ht escape. Upon this o(*r;i>ioH it liiid 
been determined that 110 jittnck should be made on the 
Vanues side, but tliut it sliould be left free for the enemy. 
As soon as the insur^-ents had I'onnd their wuy info the 
town, the enemy began to Hy alonu' lliat road j and if 
they had been allowed to continue tiieir ilight, the vtc« 
tory would have remained on the side of the peasants. 
But Taknont, misunderstanding, or in his ardour forget* 
ting the wisdom of Cathelineau s ;nmng-ementy attacked 
the ninaways, and drove them back into the town. The 
disheartened garrison, who were about to lay down their 
arms, took courage at this reinforcement, as tiiey con- 
ceived it, and commenced tlie battle agtjin. Cathelineau 
then c]iar<j;'ed tit tlie head of his bravest men, and pene- 
trated as far as the Place de Viarmes. The Bluet: lied 
on all sides, and the Vendeanslielieved themselves again 
the ¥10101*31 when Catheliceau fell pieiced through the 
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breiist with a bnll. In the verv moment of victory, the 
peasants caiig^ht up the body of theii* beloved chief, and 
rushed with iJm out of tlie town. After that moment 
the attack became hopeless. Oharette bravely endea* 
voiired to animate the iainting aidour of his men, and 
tlie battle was prolonged till night-fall, when all the 
army ci-osscd tlio Loire in l^ts. The right side was 
abandoned, mid the Kantsmen were left in possession of 
the town. It was a repuli?e more than a defeat, for tlie 
gaiTison wore afinid to pni-siie the enemy ; but it was a 
day of ^reat disnster to the Vendcnn cause. The wound 
of Cathelineaii, not nt first jndii ed mortal, carried him 
off in a few days, uiid the iiism rection lost its most able 
promoter. Tlie Saint of Aiijuu, as he was popuhirly 
calleti, died blessing God. He had foug-ht his lii-st 
battle on the Idtli Marcli, at the head of two hundi-ed 
peasants aitned with clubs. Four months afterwards 
he died commander-in-chief of the whole countiy, and 
covei-ed with glory. Upon his death the army was 
dissolved in an instant. The peasants all retired to 
their own homes, and again the insurrection was sup- 
posed to be at an end. 

While tlio prand army were iiridrr the walls of 
Nantes, sevemi en«»ii{4"('in('iits had taken ])^ve in La Yen-, 
dee. We^termann, at tlie licad of a German Iruion, 
advanced into the heart of the Borao*e, after making' 
himself ma.>ter of Parth(Miay, on the iJOth June. On the 
1st July he burned the town of Amaillouj he th(?n set 
fire to M. Lescui-e's chateau at Clisson, and sent a de- 
tachment to destroy La Durbcilldre, Larochejacquelein*8 
family mansion at St. Aubin. By this time the Ven- 
df^ans had recovered from their repulse at Nantes ; and, 
indignant at the ati'ocities of the republican army in tlie 
very heart of tljeir own ten-itory, rose in great numbers 
kimi attacked the Blues at ChAtillon. Lescure. who wag 
perfectly acquainted with tlip conntry, a^-sunifi the coth- 
mand ; and oy a most aide and vi"-orous n)o\ ciiicnt, the 
enemv wei-e entirely routed in little? more than an hour, 
rwo-thijxis of Westermann's amy weie desuoyedi and 
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the pea8Miti» ia the lieat of their rereog* , W()uld have 
massacred some hundreds of primei^. Marigny de» 
clared he would {^reno quarter. Leseure^ learnings what 

was n-oinp^ on, came up, and put a stop to these reprisals. 
"Go back," said MaiiLniy, "while I kill these mon.stei'S 
— they have fired thy cliatenn.'* "I will iMther tlelc'iul 
them agttinst thee^*' was the reply ^ and the men were 
saved, 

Westernnuiii was called to the bai* of the Convention 
to answer for his defeat Biron, hit* coUeaf^ue^ was ali^o 
antugnpd, and condemned to death. But the former was 
itastored to his funetions, in oonsideration, said tli^ jiidjE^, 
of his '^energy and his pmiciplee qf hitmamty V Atber 
the death of Cathelineau and the expulsion of the Blues 
from the Bocage, D'Elht'e was named geneiidissimo oi 
the royalist forces. The four generals of division w « . 
Bonchamps, Lescure, Donissan, nnd Knyrniid. Tho 
Prince de Talmont comniandpil the cavalry ; for on hid 
arrival at the camp, the modesty of Forestier had in- 
sisted U|>on Ids accepting- that ])Ost ; Mariguy, as hefoi-e^ 
the artillery. Lurochejacqnelein was chos^en by Lescnie 
for his lieutenant-g'eneral; and Chaiett^ by Donissan. 
There were also vanous other leaders, with whose names 
it is not necessary to eneumher this naii-ative. Three 
titibps, oonsistbg* of about a hundred and twenty men 
each, were formed of deserters from the repuUicnn army 
— one Swiss, one Gennan, and one Frencn. 

The election of B'EIhee to the siipreme command 
occasioned consiiU'rable surpri?e, and neither tlie oiiicei*:} 
nor the men re«iarded it with satisfaction. He waa 
certainly very inferior to Bunchamps in military ue- 
liius; yet ne discharged liis duties, during n very dis- 
astrous i»ei'iod, with gieat energy and judgment. His 
accession to authority was att^ded with the most seii- 
ous reverse which the royalists had vet sustained. The 
ConTention, more and more enraged at the successive 
repulses which their genei*als had i^eceived, prepared 

Uk poar freah tmps into La Vendte* A divisiflm 
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posted at LuQon, under General Tuncq, surprised, on tlm 
. SGth July, Pont Okumn, vlucli virt» occupied hj the 
Gcntnd aimv of the Vendeans; Sapinaud, tlie officer in 
command, was taken prisoner and massacred, ai <I l i^ 
men were put to fii it. But D'Bib^, Lesoure, and Tsil- 
ttiont, bediing of the disaster, came to the suecotir with 
a fresh division ; and the Bhies were driven back ii]>oa 
liTM^-on, which the insnrj^entc ut once prepared to attack. 
The Vendeans opened n tm ible fire npon the enemy's 
centre ; and Tuncq, dreading* a general rent , oi<i(Med a 
reticent. Thf^ peasants, helif^vin^ that the olijoc t of this 
movement; was to turn their flank, became disordered. 
, The Blues attacked them in this condition, and but for 
Prince Talmont they would have been completely des* 
troved. As it was, they lost fifteen hundred men and 
«igiiteen pieces of cannon. Notwithstanding this victory^ 
Tuncq dui:«t not penetrate ferther into the Bocag^. 

Animated bv tliis success, the aimies of the OonVen* 
tion bore down upon the insni-jrents from every quarter. 
Charette maintained the strng-g-le in Lower Vendue, some- 
times Iwaten, but never cnislied, and at times obtaining 
sit»;nai ndvantag'es. But the most remarkalil'^ virtory 
wn«; j;*nined overSanteiTc, at OlinnTonnny, bv t!j(^ valour 
oi' Bonchamps. The republican gtineral liad |)eneti*ated 
into the Bocacre, wasting- the country on every side with 
fire and swoi*d destrovinnr the verv fami-houses and 
mills, in accordance with the ordei-s of the Convention. 
Tlie peasants poured in from all quaiters to the attack $ 
and the Blues wei^e totally defeated, with the loss ot 
their nrtiHery. Santerre with difficulty escaped ; and 
scarcely eisrhteen Imndred men could 6e collected out 
of the immi nse force which liad entered the insurgent 
country. The enemy fled in all directions, many with- 
out firing; a shot ; and some refiised to believe them* 
selves in safety till they were within the walls of Paris. 
By t\m victoiy Veud^ was again quit of the presence 
of a hostile armv. 

But the strnau -' v, liicli La Veudet' had thus long 
maintained served ouly to exasperate the revolutionary 



Digitized by Google 



64 



LA YEND££ 



party ; and they determined to commence a war of ex. 
tei-ininiition against the inhabitants, that they mi«^ht 
colonise tlie insur";-ent provinces with "true patriots," 
D '-^troy Lu Vendee, and you will save the coimtiy," — • 
such w:!S the advice frivcn hy nnrr^rc on the 2d Au- 
I'Mi'^t; and It was ini;ininiou?>ly Ufloptcd. Orders wei*e 
^i ivtm tor the immediate preparation oi combustihle ma- 
terials, to fire tiie woods, lientli*^, and copses. The forests 
v> ore to be hewn tluwn, the liousts overturned, the crops 
ev t, the flocks seized, the women and childi en carried o£P 
into the interior of tne country, and the propei*ty of the 
insni^nts ^nfiscated to the l£epublic. In order to cazry 
out this sarage design, which was to be brought to per- 
fection afterwards by Turreau, a vast military force was 
requii*ed ; anrl the gairisons of Mayence, Valenciennes, 
and Conde, which had entered into nn eng*ao:ement not 
to hcrtr arms ag'ain'^t tlie nllied jiowors, nnd which were 
jn^^tly c()ii<itiPipd the elite of the French nrmy, were 
de>j»ut€hed on that service. These cor|>s niii')uute<l to 
twenty-four thousand in(»n. A /cw? en vtume m th«» 
neii»'hi)ourin«r departments was al^u decreed ; and the 
various vepubliciin divisions of the two armies, of Brest 
under Ganclaux, and of Saumur under Rossi^ol, were 
united under the former of these generals. The foi'oe 
thus assembled amounted to a hundred thousand regu- 
lar ti-oops, and as many moi-e of the vohmteers of the 
Iwee en mffs>!e; and with this ovenvhelming host of 
combatants the invasion of La Vendee was resolved on. 
Yet success appeared so problematical, on account of the 
determined valour of the insurgents, that to flip nid of 
fire, sword, and the guillotine, was siinimdued tli" fei rilde 
in-»trument of poison; and honible inveiitii)ns were pio- 
]io>ed nnd tiiod, by which a stitiiitt;- vupour should be 
dilFused over a wide ext^'nt of countiy, to dostioy evei-y 
living thing within its influence — man and beast and the 
very ti-ees of the field. 

'it was now that the ei-ror of the insurgents m the 
election of their commander-in-chief beo-an to affect the 
tbrtunes of the infiuiTectio&. Had Bonchampe beaa 
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placed at the head of afiiiirs, it is probable that all the 
subsequent disasters would have beou averted. That 
wise geneiiil ap}ieai*s to have detected fit>m the fii-st the 
}K)licy of tlie Convention in confining the war to La Ven- 
due; and he had made more than one attempt to defeat 
tliat policy, by j)ro{»osing to open communications with 
Brittany. !Now tliat the enemy tlireatened to overwhelm 
them with numbei-s, he in poa ag-ain the importance of 
a movement on tlie other side of tiie Loire. ** Hithei-to," 
he ar^fued, ''the enemy have enconntered iis. and liave 
been beaten in detail j now tliey ])erceive their error, 
tliev are combining" their forces, and thev will sweei) us 
out oi" oui* own country. Let us extend om- operations, 
and compel them to divide their strength. Bnttany has 
not as yet borne tlie brunt of the battle ; yet our cause 
is hers, and when we are subdued she will have the same 
contest to maintain. It is feir that she should assist us, 
and slie is I'eady to do so. Let r.s eross the Loire, and 
so relieve our owti teii'itory, douhle our strengtlj, and 
attack tlie enemy in the rear." 'I'his most saguc ous 
counsel was rejected ; D'Ellee considered it too iiazard- 
ous : arid as some of the otl;er p'enerals agreed with the 
commundci -i.'i-chit'l', it was re-olved to remain on the de- 
fensive ill JiU Vendee. They })i e|)ared, therefore, to meet 
tl.'O dangers which were tliickeiiiiig around tliem; and 
tbe various chiefs repaired to their several districts to 
i-a se the peasantry. Donchamps was stationed on tbe 
bftoks of the LoirerLarochejac({ue]em in Southern AtvjoUy 
Chai'ette in Lower Vendee ; and besides the four divi- 
sii ns mentioned ahove, a filth was formed under iJov- 
ra id mid Sapinaud, nephew of the leader who was mui^* 
' dcied at Pont Chavron. Other ari'nng'ements were in 
cnitemjiiation. but the U!*p'e7iey of the occasion rendered 
it inipossi];le to carry thein out. 

Attliis moment, there anived rroin Enfrlnnd a?' ani- 
l»nv-:idor with the offer of siqiplies. Tlie envoy \\ ;i< a 
liieton pfentleuiau, named Tinteniac, well known to all 
the V'endean j»enerals. He caiiied his despatches in the 
wadding of his pistols, and be had passed through ths 
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grefttcst perils hi tho GZ6catio!i of 'liis inissidfi. 
greater part of the chiefs asaemblcd were ibr rejecting 
overtures tiiat would never have been made but out of 
enmity to therr country ; but Lescnre replied, that tljer 
might accept from England nminunition und subsidies; 
and answer was retnmed, that if a debarcation was m:«de 
at the Sands or nt Pairn])tfur, fiffy thmi<?nnd mon should 
l>f» rfTfiiv to i-eceire it on the appointed day j but tljat the 
ex|M lirion must consist chiefly of Vendptm emioTr-s, :ind 
'be coninifindptl by a ])rince ot" the liouse of J bourbon. 
Tinteniac departed with this reply; but the promise was 
not then fulfilled by the Enjjlish g-overnnient. The 
manner in which it was «ub9e(]nently performed, and 
its effects on the msrareCtioDy will heTelBted m its pro 
per phMSO ift tiliiiamlifis* 
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CHAPTER VIL 

Ifhe army of Mayenco in Baa Poitou — Erigny, Dou6, Photia:*— 
Bout of Sanierre at Coron — Duhoux beats Lis uncle at Bair^ 
Bridge— Yiotory over the llayence army at ToilbQ—BeyaMr 
flurprised at Montaigne— Chantto roato MiMkmki at St. Fnl* 
gent — Repulse of Bonchamps — Disponsions of the Vendean 
chiefs— Disgrace of the republican generals, and appointment of 
L'Echclle— Overtures of the Mayeoce men to the Catholic army 
beaten at Moiriha—Saek of OMtlllim— Tke lepnb- 
lieans oonoentnite their foroee on ChoUai 
— Gbeok at La Tremblayc, whuro Lcscura 
is wounded — Battle of Chollct — D Elbca 
and Bonobamps retreat on St. Florent 
— Banks of the Iioire— Death of Bon- 
ohampa. 

'HE repu"f)lican troops consisted of eight di- 
visions, of which the ai-my of Msyence was 
the most important. This formidable corps ci-ossed the 
Loire, and in a week, nffer a teehle resistance, possessed 
itself of all the forts in (Jharetto's countrv. The ten-i- 
fiod inhabitants followed the army about in its constant 
Hijrht; and Charette, dreading* the demomlisation of his 
troops, sent messeng-er after messenjOfer to Bonchamps 
to come to his assistance. In Anjoii and Poitou the 
'Blues were less successful. At Eri^y, Bonchamps and 
Larochejacquelein obtained a victory^ 'thoug'h the latter 
was wounded. At Dou^, Stofflet was beaten by Sun- 
teiTe; but at Thouars, Lescure attacked' twenty'tbousand 
of the National Guards and repulsed them. In conse- 
quence of these successes, a retrograde movement was, 
to the astonisliment of tlie insurg'ents, commenced by 
the invading" army ; and the victorious generals had 
liberty to go to the assistance of Charette at TitiOangesi 
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ftltliouj^h the danger was equally imminent in seveittl 

other qimi'ters. 

Saiitfiie and two otlipr e;enorals, with twontv 
tli(>u<:iiui mi'ii, had iiiwrchcd upon \iliiers, wliere tlifi-t^ 
was no one to opjjose tiieni. The supreme council ot 
La Veii(l('<' ro'iLstnl the country ior more men, and ten 
thousniid iVesh insurgents were collected; but they pos- 
sessed only three baa eight-poundera to oppose a ciHii- 
plcte pai'k of artiUefy; they were, thei^efoi-e, oomjielled 
to have recom'se to stratagem to win the victoiy. Piron, 
who commanded them, enjoined his men to ii^coil at the 
fii-st shock, and entice the Blues from their position on 
the heighte into the town of Coron. Santci i e iell into 
the Bnat«, and allowed his army to be liemmed up in 
a long and naiTOw street. Meanwliile Piron took the 
heig-hts, and the republican troops found themselves in 
a hole in which it wn^^ iinposs!l>le to net. The defont 
was total; and the bnttle ever after went by the name 
of the Rout of Santerre. It took place on the LStli 
September: and it g-ave Piron the rto?sessioii of (*i^»-}ity 
j>ieoes of caniion, sixty barrels of ^hnpowiiei-, and tiiree 
thousand muskets. 

After the Kout of Santerre, Put)u sent some of his 
men to the assistance of Dnhoux, who commanded the 
Vendeans of Ghemill^. His uncle, General Dtilioux, 
commanded an important division of the republican 
forces, and had just entered the Bocage by tli^' l*()nts- 
de-G6. The two I'elatives fought at the Biidge Baire, 
over the river Layon, when the nephew was victorious. 
The two winpfs of the insurii*ent armv fell bnok. but the 
centre remained firm; and a ])eaf5nnt nnnicd lif^niipi,. 
followed by a few friends, swam across the rivcj-. and 
attacked the rear of the Blues. General Dulioux lost 
his ba"'jnJfi"e, liis iii tillery, and three thou.>aiid Jiu ii ; 
with the rust he retreated to Angers. A pleasantry 
of tlie yoimger Dnhoux almost cost the elder his life. 
The Vendeans beino^ in want of ammunition, their chief 
said before the batue, Do not distress yourselves; my 
unfile will take care to provide some.'' This hoi^vn^i 
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was repoi-ted to the Convention, and the repubHcan ge- 
neral was sarnxncmed before a court-martial. The battle 
took place a day after the Hout of Santene. We have 
another victory to record of the same date: it is the 
grand defeat of the Mayence corps at Toi-son. 

Bonchamps, D'Elb^f, and Loscure, having* r('[)ulsed 
the enemy in Anjou and Poitou, WL're k^f t free, as we ^;aid, 
to succour Charette; and with that view had niai cJied 
to Tilian^ ">s. On the 18th the chiefs met. and adojitei^ 
a pliui of attack suo-gested by Bonchamps, who, ill as 
he was, was cai-rieu to the council- chamber, and the 
next moniin<^ to the field of battle. At midnight the 
Abbe Bemier said Mass at an altar hastily prepai ed, in 
view of the whole Vendean camp, nnd solemnly blessed 
a great white flag, embroidered with a gold cross and 
three Jleun-diB'li^, Till the moment of battle every 
combatant remained upon his knees> and when the 
word was given rose secure of victory. 

The ndvanced guard of the army of Mayence, under 
Kleher, bad only one fear, viz. that the enemy would 
not stay long enough to bo destroyed; and at tir^t they 
a[)peared to carry all before thoni. They p(jssessed them- 
selves of Boussay ami Torl'ou, and gave those })laces 
up to fire and uillage : and when Chai*ette with his 
ca7alry advanced, thej drove him back in disorder, and 
not even the entreaties and threats of the women, who 
had taken i-efuge behind the ^my, could stop the inm- 
aways. At length Bonchamps, carried on a hurdle, 
and Loscm-e appeared with the insurgents of An jou and 
Haut Poitou ; and then Chaiiette's troo^ rallied, and 
the real battle began. Kleber and his olhcers perceived 
in a moment th;it at length, for the first time, they 
were matched with the grand army, Cutliolic; and lioyal ; 
but this only intlamed their courage, for they believed 
that tlie victory, when gained, must be decisive. The 
two armies rurih on each other in a sort of frenzy : 
Chaietto cliiU'ges the column which Kleber in person 
leads on; the republican general is wounded, but re* 
mains with his men, and they once more become th« 
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MSsaihiitB. Boncliaups and Lescur© redouble tbeii 
eiFoi-ts. The formeiv forgettii^ his wvytind, leaves Lu 

Imrdle, and jumping upon a boree, charges the enemy 
at tlie head of his ATii>-f'viTi'^. TIh^ Intter, stamping with 
excitement, cries out, '* Are thei*e not lour hundred men 
hrave enough to die with me?'* "We'll follow where 
vou ieud," answer with one voice the men of Echau- 
broignes und the oTenadiei-s of Poitou; and I^escui-e leads 
them into the thick of the iiglit. Again the enemy lull 
back, and at the same moment Beveral bands of insar* 
gents, crouchmg) after their manner, among the thickets* 
nnd hedges, open a mwderous fiie upon toe flank and 
rear of the retreatmg column. The Blues eiecute a 
movement for tbe rescue of their artillery, now seriously 
endanirered, which throws them into iri-epai-abie dis- 
order ; and Kleber beats a retreat. The Vendeans pur- 
sue, and tbe Mavence men fall back, fit'litin'r as they 
go. E"ory step cost them more and more men ; an I 
at two leagues f}o?n Torfou the fight was as bloody 
as ever. At l(?ugtii they anived at Bousi^ay Bridge. 

If the Vendeans f)asR this," said Kleber t^ Colonel 
Chouardin, "we shall be all cut to pieces. Stav here. 
You will be slain ; but you will save your couuades." 
The brave man stayed, and he and the greater part of 
his troop were destroyed f but the rest of the army 
effected their escape. 

This was one of the most bloody of all the biittb^ 
* in wbich the insurgents had been engaged. Their 
chiefs, considering that the IMayenee men bad violated 
their engagement to the alHed torces, had forbidden the 
peasants to crv a*^ usual, Ilendcz rnns! Graa'! and not 
a single jirisoner was taken on cither >id(». The road 
between Torfou and Boussay was >trewn with the dead. 

Still the Mayence corps was not destroyed ; and it 
being ascertained tbat General Beysser, who, it will 
be remembered, had commanded tbe Blues at Nantes, 
was about to efiect a junctimi with Kleber, Boncliamps- 
resolved to attack Kleber at Glisson, while Chai'ette and 
Iteecore undertook to Boiprifle Beysaer at Montaigu. 
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At three o^olo(&m the morning of the Qfiatj Beyssei^'g- 
wmts brought liim news that the enemy woe in sight* 
*^ PoohP said he; the enemy will not dare to attack 

me. It is a reinforcement which I ez|>ect from Clisson;" 
and he refused to take the slightest })recaution. H(iw- 
ever^ Wore long the rattle of musketry sliowed that' 
the " brig-ands** would dare any thing- ; but it was then 
too late to take the necessary measure?. The poots, 
h.idly friiiirded,. were carneJ in an instant, and the re- 
publican ai-my was f)eutf;n without a struggle: in fact, 
it was aliiiost entirely destroyed. Here, as at Torfon, 
no prisoners were made. Beysser, badly wonnde.i, fell 
back into A'antes ; the Couvention immediately with- 
drew his conunand, and soon afterwards he monnted 
the scaffold. 

Instead of following up this success, according to 
the plan concerted with Bonchamps, whose military eye 

saw the necessity of annihilating the Mavencc; coi ps, 
Charette insisted the next day on attacking Mieskowski's 
division at St. Fulgent. Lescure reluctantly consented ; 
and while Bonchamps was counting on their co-npei-a- 
tion against Kleber, these two eaders were witiidrawing 
their tbires in another diiection. It is true that tiiev 
were successful : after eight \mirs' fighting hand to 
hand, and latterly so close that both sides took tlieir 
ammunition out of the same cu-touch-ljoxes, the Ven- 
deans were nctoi-ious, and tlie I'epublicans fled, leaving 
all then* artillery and haggage in the hands of the con- 
querors. But the loss of time, and the dissensions which 
ait»e out of this movement, wei'e very injurious to the 
Vendean cause. Mieskowski joined Beysser at Nantes. 

The same day Bonchamps, as had been arranged, 
attacked at Clisson the army of Mayence, eigliteen 
thousand strong, commanded W Canolaux. The Ven- 
dean genei-al liad only seven tliousand men ; repidsed, 
he returned three times to the attack, certain of beinj; 
seconded l»v the columns of Charette and Lescure, ol 
whose success against Beysser lie had received intelli- 
geuce. He assaiic^i ika ammy again aud agaiU; mm 
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in flaok) now in the rear, but he could not shake their 
firmness. Unsuppi teil as he was, he was compelled to 

retire, with the h>ss of eight hundred men, burning' with 
fury against Charette for his Ineach of promise ; and 
his troops dispersed, sharing theii' chiefs indi'innfion. 
And not without reason, for if Charette had a i m n d to 
his agreement with Bonchamps, the Mayt'iiie conm 
would in all probabiKtv have been desti-ojed, and the 
invasion vh-tuallj repelled. 

The divisions ot Santerre, Duboux, Bejsser, and 
.Mieskowski, being thus destioyed, and the Mayenoo 
men, if not annihilated^ at least repulsed, there ensued 
nn iut^'rval of repose, duiing which the pett^ts re* 
turned to their homes, and in every pansh sang Te 
DeuM lor their g-lorious victories. However, the peril 
w*as not yet passed, and the cliiefs kept round them as 
mnny mem ns po>si1)]o. Tlie ndvaiitage gained wns not 
very sul)st:iiiti:il. if the Republic had lost some thou- 
sands of iiirn, and much artillery, in four defeats, La 
Vendee was still siUToiiniit'd I>y enemies; yet union 
and energy might even tlieu luivo achieved success. 
Unfoitunat^Iy, the conduct of Charette had sown the 
seeds of dissension, and the insm'gents began to he 
threatened witli a double danger. 

The Convention, thus unexpectedly baffled, resolved 
on a new plan of attack; all the generals m command 
were disgi*aced, and a lU'w commander appointed over 
the entire forces. Of Geneiiil Lechelle, the leader 
selected, Kkiber has drawn no very ilattering porti-ait. 
He said, Lechelle was the most cowai-dly soldier, the 
v/oi"st officer, and the mo-t iu^iionint chief evr r seen, 
lie- knew nothing of the country; he could scarcely 
write hib o^\ u name; and never once did he approacb 
wichin cnniioii-shot." It was to make Wcjy for such a 
mtm as this that Canclaux, Dubayet, and Mieskowski 
were I'ecalled. 

Canclaux and Dubayet wei-e infoimed of their dis- 
p'ace just as thej had recommenced operations witu 
socoess. The Mayenoe oorps had beaten Boneliampa 
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on the 5tli October, at St. Symplioiicn ; and would pro* 
biibly have iniincdinfely eiiti^red Mortaj^'ne, if the rrcnll 
of* their f^-ener.ds liad not condenined them to inaction 
till the airiviil of the new coinmander-in-cliief. The 
brave men were dis^ usted at this conduct of the Con- 
vention, and during jthe cessation of hostilities sent a 
deputation of eight grenadiers into the camp of the 
royalists, offerint^ to join their cause for a certain I'egular 
pay and a snm ffour hundred thousand francs. The % 
council- g'eneral having* no such funds at their command, 
and dreading" besides to be entant;*hMi in some treachery, 
refused the proffered alliance. If they had been able to 
aiTang-e a treaty with tlie formidable bands of Mny^'uce, 
cei-tninly the insuro^ents wouht have hevn more tlian a 
match for any troo))S whicli the Convention conld have 
sent a<»ainst them ; and the conncil-e'enem] wei se- 
verely blamed for not ninkin"' an effort to secure Ru h 
valuable assist^mce. But it seems doubtful how far 
Kleber and the other g-enemls conciuTed in the offer 
of tlie depntiition; a^nd, upon the whole, the council 
must b(! indued to have acted wisely. 

On the 8th of October, *Lechelie joined the arm}', 
and the republicans imnu'diately resumed the offensive. 
Kleber, who had been elierg-ed with the command in the 
interior, explained his plan of attack to the new pene- 
j*al. Lechelle adopted, without in the least understand- 
mg, the combinations : *' Ye.^," he replied, *' yor.r plan 
is quite to my mind ; but it is on the fiel(i that you must 
show it me. We must march in full array, and with 
our troop"* in close order.'' Yet the njitui e of the Boeage 
had jnst been explained to him. The divisions of S:in- 
mur, Thouars, and Fonteuay, received ordei-s to asf^em- 
ble at Bres^uire, in order to attack Chatiilon. Thev 
did so; burning their way thiough the countr}', ma 
deliberately stop])ing- to destitjy what the flames spred. 
The three divisions were under the command of Chall os, 
and comprised twenty thousand men, Lescure, who had 
to defend Chatiilon, had not more tlian three or four 
thousand under his oidan, nor ooold he obtain rem« 
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forcemenf^ : Bonclianips aiid D'Elh<'p wen' orc>ifiipt1 
with the Muyeuce men, and Cimrctt(! would uot even 
vouchsafe a response lo His urg'ent aupiicatipns tor 
assistanoe* Stomet and •Larochejacquelein, howeveiv 
brought up two thousand AngeVins ; and these were 
all that could be obtained for tne defence of OhAtilloxL 
Nevertheless, they took up their statkm on tha heigfht 
of Moulinsy above CfaMillon, and entpig-ed the enemy 
« with great bmeiy and reeolution^ but the attem^it 

was hopeless. 

Lescure was completely boaten, nnd Chnl1)o^ 'ind 
Westeraiann occupied (Jhatillon. Wosterinanii jiiimir- 
diately set fii-e to the whole suiToimdiiig' cmiuti-v : vd- 
la£»^s and farms wei-e destroyed, and the unhappy inlia- 
bitaiits massacred without mercy. The commisi-ioners 
of the Con volition wrote to the Committee of Puhlic 
Safety : " Terror every where precedes the array — iire 
and steel are now the only arms we use/' 

After thiB defeat, Bonchamps and D'Elb^ cume up 
and routed the £1ih s, with the loss of all then* artillery 
nnd ammunition, Westermann left the battle in a nige, 
accusing" his men of cowardice. They indigiUantly de- 
nied the charg'e. " Well, then," said he, ** come with 
me, and either win hiick wlint you have lost, or die in 
the attempt." He ])ieked out ;i liuiKh-ed hort'eiiien, set 
a foot-soldier behind cneh rider, and took the road to 
Chat ]1 }n at full sjjeed, followed by the rest of his 
ti oops. It M*as the dead of niirlit, and the Vendetms 
were lying- asleep and diunk in disorder about the town. 
Then be^n such a slaughter sis the insurrection had not 
yet seen. The Blues had no u^her object but to bum 
and to destroy ; they s[)ared neither ^^omen nor childran; 
they laid their bloody hands on every living thing*, 
andy not less drunk than tlieir helpless victims, cut che 
throats of the wretched inhabitants, and fired the stiieeta 
of the town. Exeept the royalist leaders, only one man 
preserved his senses in that awful scene : that man was 
Westermann, who had turned up his sleeves and taken 
off his ooat to be the freer for the work of butche^'j. A 
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fbw of the insarsents etjcaped^ and Westermann pui'saed 
them as far as Temple, which he hurned, and then re- 
turned to complete the destiiiction of CliAtillon. 

This massjirrp rrmld scarcely nftcct the i-plative po- 
sitions of tlie parties; but tlie situation was bt'coiniiiir 
every day more alarming*, as three armies were ad- 
TaiK-iiii^' from different quarteiis to the very henrt of 
the Bocai,'"e. The Mayence men wei e in ])ossession of 
Morta^ne ; Chalbos tlireatened ChoUet 3 and the divi- 
bion of LuQon, in spite of some feeble opposition, were 
able to execute the same movement. The chiels of 
Anjou delayed awhile to act^ oonntingp on the assist- 
ance of Charette; who, however, persisted in a separate 
warfare, and was bent on an attack upon Noirmoutiei*Sy 
at the other exti'emity of La Vend^4 Under these cir- 
cumstances, D'Elbee, Bonchamps, Lescure, Laroclie- 
jap(pTp]ein, and Koyrand conoentiuted their ibi-ces be- 
fore Chollet 

The V(Mi<leans bad :ii 1 iiiLied to attack the Blues on 
their niareli ujion Chullet; tliey had calculated that 
the battie u uiilcl take place on the l4th Octubei-, and 
the various posts were assigned ; but a delav in the 
enemy's advance prevented the execution of tlie plan. 
Lecbelle did not appear till the next day; Lescure, 
warned the first of ms approach, placed himself at the 
head of a party to make a reeonnoissance, and met the 
Blues in the avenues of the Chateau of La Tremblaye, 
which lies midway between Chollet and Moi-tagne. He 
pive the word to cliai^, without troubling himself 
about the number of his foes. His brave men gallantly 
obeyed ; but he was ]iin)self unable to join tliem : nt 
the first discharfj'e lie was shot in the eve, Thev did 
not, iiowever, see liini iall, and wtue maintaininii" an ob- 
stinate stnij*'g'le, not without success, ajj-ainst t'*e whole 
body of the Blues, when the cry I'ose that Lescure was 
wounded. They at once feU back in disorder, and 
Lescure, whose wound appeaml moi-tal| was carried tc 
Beaupreau. 

Toe iiBurgents at Beai^prean mntbend forty then* 
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Band men, while the republican strength was about fivi 
flioiisand less, all of whom, however, were rejrular 
troops. Under these circumstances, several of tha 
chicl's pro]H).^«Hl to cross the Loire. Bonclmmps had 
ijcvt'i- ceased to iir^ie a. divcjsion in Brittany, and Tal- 
iiioiit, with soma others, foriniMp^ a ** Breton party," 
eagerly declared in favour of thiit luuvement; while 
B'Elbee and Larochejacquelein were for remaining in 
La Yead^, beaten or victorious. Without discussing^ 
the merits of these two plans, certainly it may be said 
that the middle course, which was the course adopted, 
was the worst of all. Four thousand men, under Tal- 
mont, "were withdrawn from the arinj, and sent to St. 
Ploi'ent, where thern wert^ already sevciuL Breton com- 
panies, in order to make tiiemselves masters of the pass- 
age of the Loire. Thus tlie Vrndenn nrniy was de- 
jirivod, ujMin the evo ot" u g-reat battle, of the assistance 
of four thousand of its hest soldiers and a portion of its 
arriilery; while the expedition towards Brittany was 
tuo .-Hia!! to he oi" iitiportance, for to effect the risintr of 
the Breton pimulation, it ^hould imve hecu uiidciLuiven 
bj tlie whole Vendean army. 

On the 17th October, the Yendeans took the offen 
sivo, and marched on Chollet. Tlie republicans wore 
encamped in front of the town towards Beaupreau, and 
not expecting' an attack, wei'e pi-eparin^ to pui-sue the 
enemy. Tliey were not, however, off their ^ard, and 
as soon as the Vendean skinnishei-s appeared, put them- 
selves in battle-'arriiy. Kleher and Bard commanded 
tlie rentre, ("h-.tlbos tiie ri^-ht, and Haxo the left wing-; 
Miiiler commanded the nverve. four thonsand stronir; 
hut nothinir couKl >\\\v.d the ^ir^t shock of the iu^ur- 
g(.']its, who atlvuiiceti in tln-ee columns. Boncliamps 
and JJ'Elbee charg-ed the ri^ht winjj, which fell back ; 
Lnrochejaccpielein and Stofilet assailed the centre, and 
broke the line ; u^)on tlds Kleber called up MilUer with 
his reserve. That general obeyed; but his soldiers 
turned round and fLed without %ring a shot — ^terriiied 
at the sight of peasants rushmg upon them at full 
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speed, in spite of the storm of g-nipe and musketry 
with which they were enveloped. The iuivance-guiu'd 
of the Blues also fell iMick, and Larochejacquelein aud 
Stofflet possessed themselyes of a pai'k of ai'tillery and 
turned it upon tiie enemy. Already the cry was beard oi 
JSauve gut pent, and the Vendeans believed that tiie 
day was their own ; but at this critical moment Haxo^ 
throwiDg- himself down a gorge, attacked iStofilet's co- 
lumn in flank, retook the ai-tillery, and drove the insur- 
gents bfick. Seeinp^ this, IJard cried- out to his troojvs : 
"Will you he less brave tliau the Aiavcuce iiicu ? J)o 
you want to betaken for cowards At the^e words 
the disordered cohiiim l allied, and at the same moment 
the republican cavahy charg'ed, — thus tJie ]»easants lost 
the aavuntag'e thoy had gained. Stiil neitlier side was 
victorious; and the comlwtants were so involved in one 
dense mSlhy that their leaders could no longer issue 
their oiilers. It was a hand-to-hand iigbt, mther tliau 
a battle. Suddenly a few shouts were heard in the i^ear 
of the Vendeans for a " retreat on the Loire." A [lanic 
liegan to spread among the peasants: the bi-avest hearts 
gave way to the general discouragement, and del'eut be- 
eamf^ certain. In vain the chiefs strove to restore their 
fainting- courage; the buttle v. as lost. — the iusurjzents 
were ))roken in lieart. However, D'Elbee, Ibuichamps, 
and Lurochejacquelein could not make u]t tlieir nunds to 
quit the held ; and assembling" three or lour hun(hrd 
men well known for their personal heroi^nl, they rushed 
on the victorious Blues, ciTing Death to the repub- 
li^msl" At their first chaige, they penetrated into the 
Tery midst of the enemy's ranks ; but the mass of their 
ai*my durst not follow, and their heroism served merely 
to render the del'eat more bloody, and the disaster moi*e 
irretrievable. D'Elbee and lionchamj)? tell nearly at 
the same time. The httle hand was hemmed in by 
the Blues; escape was ini])os?i1)]e ; and night came on, tc 
add its horroi-s to the scene of carnage. IVo one any 
longer ibnght to conquer, but to slay; and ol' thos€ 
thiee 01' lour hundi'ed men^ all must have been cut to 
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pieces, but that Piron and Lvrot came up with 8 
fteah. division, not to Tetrieve the battie, but to ftave 
the fallen chiefs* Boncbamps and D'Elb^-were taken 
to Beanpmm, where Lescure was lying* wounded, 
and the wounds of all three were declared moital. 
Before pui*suino^ the %ing army, the republicans re- 
turned to Chollet, and committeii terrible outi'ag:es at 
that place ; after which, Westermann^ followed by a 
small division, cn me upon the rear-guard of the Ven- 
deans durinj^ tlie nii^ht, nnd mu^s-.icif'd the whohi. 
Tlie remnins of the defeated army hurried away to St. 
Flojent, where they joined their four thousmid com- 
itides, undei* Talmont, and pi*epai-ed immediately to 
cross the Loire. 

Thither flocked also a vast crowd of terror-stricken 
women and childi*en ; more than eij^htv thousand p«i*- 
Bons swelled the train of the discomnted insurgents. It 
is impossible to describe that scene of misery ; nothings 
was to be heard on nil sides but weeping, and lamenta- 
tion, and cries of distress. One tliought for the futura 
alone seemed to possess the crowd — hov/ to escape fi-om 
their burning country. A score of oi-azy bonts fen-ied 
over a large number; othei-s crossed on horseback ; and 
some swam tlie broad and rajjid river; — all were press- 
ing and hurrying towards the other side. Pre^eiitly 
Bonchamps and Lescin*e were boi-ne in, dying, upon 
their litters, to increase tlie genei-al despair and con- 
fiision. Loud and deep were the cries of vengeance 
heard on all sides, and the peasants looked i-ound for 
some object on which to wreak their fary. It chanced 
that in the church of St. Florent there wei^e shut up five 
thousand republican prisonei-s, and the chiefs were de- 
liberating in Lescine's chamber what to do with these 
men, as they could not take them any iin-ther. It wns 
proposed to shoot tliem all. Lescure cried, " Ilombie I'* 
out his voici-'. was not heard. The thii-st for vengennce 
was so }^re:it, that the majority of the council enter- 
.ained the idea; but no one would give the order 
Tiie peasants, however, wexe too eager to need the 
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word of coxnmand ; and evyingy Let us ilaj ihe Bines 
thsy pointed the cannon against the church. Bon 
fihamps, lying wounded on his bed of death, was a]>* 
prised of what was going forward ; calHng his oiHcei-s, 
lie conji!rcd tliem to save the i-epublicnns, ** My 
tViend," he said to Antichamps, " it is the last order 
I shall ev(M' give yoli ; tell me it shall he obeyed.'* 
Foi thvvitli tlie bpatin^ of a dnim announced a ])roel5i- 
mation, and there was silence in the camp. Autichaiups 
repeated the words oi JJonchamps, and imraediateiy 
was heard, on all sides, " Quaiter I quarter ! it is Bon- 
champs' order and the republicans were nil saved* 
What general ever received so noble a tribute of love 
and respect? If the situation of the army be remem- 
bered, and the suiferings, by pillage, tii-e^ and sword^ 
which these very prisonei-s han innicted upon them, it 
is impossible not to admire their selt-command in thus 
abstaining from an act of vengeance as sweet as it was 
terrible. 

JUinchamps was right, — it was the last order iio 
ever g-ave: he died that very day, iortificd ])y all tlio 
rites of Holy Church. He expired full of hoj)e and jt)y, 
to the edification of the whole nniiy, wlio had n^vt r 
more admired his heroic courage tluring his saintly life 
than in his now happy death. The Blues were as re- 
joiced at this event as his countrymen were aiHicted : 
The death of Bonchamps/' lliey said, is a victoiy in 
itself/* But they took care not to publish the act of 
mercy with which it was crowned : Free men accept 
their life ii*om slaves ! That is against the spirit of the 
revolution. We must consign to oblivion this unfor- 
tunate occurrence. Mention it not in the Convention. 
Brigands have no tinje to write journals. Let it be 
forgotten, like so many other things." Is it matter of 
surprise that ing'ratitude like this should have at I(^n^ th 
exhausted the patience and forbearance of the peasants 
The men who, at the beginmng of the war, had shown 
80 godlike a spii-it, afterwards wreaked a teirible Yen-, 
geance on their hkmdj petseciitoii* 
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The ashes of Bonchamps repose on the scene whi?fa 
witnessed his last act of mercy j and St. Florent e-loiies 

in the possession of his tomb. It is surmounted by a 
statne of the ilyin*;" t^vneral. His own words form 
the best e])itome of his chai-nctcr, the distiiij^-iiishing 
virtue of which was charity, and are engi-aved on the 
monument : 



V 



Digiii^cu by Goo^k 



CH, VII u) LA VEJSDBB* 8l 



CHAPTER VIII. 





PlRSsagfe of the Loire — Lechello reports the defeat of the ins\irgient« 
and tne devastation of La Vendee — Successes at Chateau Goa- 
tier and Laml— The LitUo Vendtfe — Larochcjacqudem dioM& 
oomiiuuid«r*ino<dii«f—> Victory of Laval— Rev'oraea of the re- 
pubUoans, and new organisation of the Gatholio army — Last 
juoraents of Lescure— Engfllsh emissaries — unRuccesa}ul attJick 
on Granville — Alleged treason of Talmont, Be/nier, and others 

— Imposture of the soi-disant Bishop of 
Agra detoeted — Return of the OathoUo 
army— Affidn of- Pontorson and Dol — 
Bravery of Talmont and the cnr6 of St. 
Marie de Rhg — State of the at*my on tiie 
road to Aiigei-s. 

.^However advisable miuht have been the 
- -- pasj-ngo of tlio Loire in the hour of 
vittoiv, it was now a measure of 
very questi(uial)hv' })olicy ; still, if Bon- 
clianij)s had been alive, it niiij-ht luive 
been successful. From his knowledge 
of the country, and his influence over the inbabitttuts, 
it is prabable tuat a general insorrection mi^ht have 
been organised tbraugbout Brittany : but by tne death 
of that commander the army found itself without a 
head in the midst of ii population devoted indeed to 
the cause of the Church and of the throne, but untried, 
and of which the. resources were wholly unknown. 
Lru-ochejacquelein and Lescure, never favourable to the 
e\ iU'uation of La Vendee, were now more opposed to 
it than ever, and urg'ed u[)on tlie panic-stricken pea- 
sants the advantau'e of stavino* in theii- own cjuntrv. 
Lescure indeed, not havincr many davs to livp, aecltued 
that lie would never cross the Loire. Ihit the un- 
iiappy Vendeans saw behind them nothing* but smok- 
ing homes — ^m front were bloomi]^ fields and a sym« 
pathising people^ and they insisted on being led over 
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the river. When he found that he could not stop theif 
fatal impetiiosit}', Lescure caused himself to be ferried 
across, ueterniined to share to the last, as he could not 
avert, the disasters ol' liis countrymen. 

It was ayaiii reuoited to the Convention, hy their 
commissioners, tliat the insnn*ection was at an end, 
**The National Couventiou," they said, "decreed that 
the war was to bo terminated before l^e end of October \ 
and it may be' said, to-day, that it no longer exists 
In La Vendue, A profound silence reigns throughout 
the country lately occupied hy the eneniv. For miles 
neither man nor human habitation is to l)e seen. We 
have left behind us only cindei's and heaps of corpses/* 
Lechelle announced olHcially, that " La Vendue, reek- 
inj>* with blood, strewn with corpses, and pnven up for 
the greatest ]Ktrt to ilaraes, atlorded a signal example 
of national justu e." In retnrn for their services, the 
Convention |)Hl>lic'ly declai-ed tliat the " brave soldiers 
were covered with ti hirv. and that then- countrv was satis- 
fie^." Other armies have been guilty of the like excesses, 
but the delihemte cruelty with which the i-epublicans 
gloiied over their deeds recalls the cai'eer of that ^'Scourge 
of God,'* who made it his boast that the very grass could 
not ^iw beneath the hoofs of his horse. 

The passag-e of the Loire was but the signal fori 
fi*esh atrocities. Lechelle laid down a plan of cam- 
paign in very few words : Follow tlie bri^*ands with- 
out intermission, and do not lose sight of them for a 
moment." The whole army of the Bines, with the 
exc'ption of a corps of observation left in La Vendee, 
crossed at the Fonts de Co and at Aiicenis, t»Tul followed 
in hot pursuit, having fii'st massacred a number oi" the 
wojmded and sick whom the insm-gents had ieit behind 
them. The Vendeans passed on rapidly, defeating the 
republican garrison of Chate:iu Grontter, where, in re- 
venge for tiie massacre of their sick» they shot theit 
prisoners; they then passed on to Laval, and were 
again victorious. There, however, they showed them* 
iidTes still capable of mxej^ A number <if runaways 
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had taken refup^e in the hwise of one Madame de Mont- 
franc, a i-epublicnn lady. At hpr PBtreaties thev were 
spared by the victorious Vendeans ; and, incredible to 
fay, this intervention ccwt Madame de Montfranc Iser 
lire; — the success of her intercession was taken for proof 
of a I'ltiltv uDderstanding* with the brigands. 

Notwithstanding these t«ro battles, the Vendeeiis 
were tvro (bye in advunee of their ptirsuers ; and aome of 
tile ct^idfe advised the peoeliatinf iaiiher into Bnttan^ . 
But hitherto only six thousand peasants, who reoeiy^ 
the whriqwt of tne Little Vend4e» had joined the annjy 
although the tocsin had been sounded in every parish; 
and it appeared essential to the si)read of tbe insur- 
rection that they should at once obtain a vict4>ry. It 
WAS n^solved, therefore, to chance a Imttle ; and with 
that vie\v they baited at LavaU Larochqacquelein was 
chosen command* l in-cbief. 

Westerinann, wlio.^ti lt»rocionjfi thirst for blood we 
liave already noticed, followed on the track of the Ven- 
deans with the pertinacity of a slenthhonnd, arid was 
far in actvanee of the main body, when, at three leagues* 
distance from Laval, he was attaeked by the enemy, 
whom he supposed to be retiringf belbre him. The 
eombat lasted two hours, and resulted in tho repulse of 
the Republicans. In the darkness of the night, so great 
was the coniiision, that Autichampe, nminted on a chest 
to serve out the cartridcef?, e^ve them indiscriminntely 
to R]]ips find Vendeans. This, however, was but the wm- 
mencement of the battle : in the morning the main body 
arrived, and found the Vendeans drawn up in order of 
battle on the heiglits of Entmmes. There was the greatest 
ardour on both sides; the Blues hoped that day to pnt an 
end to a contest so ftiU of danger, and so barren of glory, 
while the insurgents knew that on a mud yictory de- 
pended all their hopes of safety, and uie success of the 
expedition. To auimate hie men, Leseme, wounded as 
he was, had himself supported at a window, irom which 
he could harangue the army. Larocheja€C|uelein aliM) 
addnasad a itiirii^ pradamaiioii ta his soldien^ 
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The republican army advanced in sinp^le line, rhe 
Mayence corps fni'ming" the van; Maiigiiy, who had 
charge of the artillery, permitted them to approach 
withm cftimon'shoty and then received them with a 
storm grape. Still the^ came on steadily; hut the 
Vendflfms put fomard a sloud of skirmishera, and 
they fell hack in disorder .ipon tlie main army. The 
eonfiision spread throug-h the ranks; but Kleber and 
Westermann rallied their forces, and at Entrames the 
action })ccame jrcnoral. It husted some tim(», without 
advaiitaj^*' to eitlier side. The Vendeans were miirh 
distresi?ed bv a small battei-v w'liicb the Blues hud 
posted in a couunuuding' pobitiou, and whicli kept up a 
ffalliug* fire upon their lines. Stofflet, seeing' tlint the 
late ot* the day depended upon silencing the battery, 
despatched a pai-ty of picked men on that service; 
after a smart struggle, they effected their purpose, 
and tlie Blues, deprived of that support, began to re- 
tire. But for the Mayence men the battle would have 
been already decided in favour of the insurgents;, that 
redoubtable corps, however, advanced again and again 
to the charge, as with indomitable counige they were 
again and a<rain repulsed; and if Lechelle Iiad now 
brought up his reserve, the day would have ended 
in tlie defeat of the Vendeans. But he held ))a('k his 
second division, and began to beat a retreat : neither 
at Cholet nor at Laval would he venture under fire. 
This movement caused the stoutest hearts to lose cour- 
age ; and the soldiers of Kleber, who had been hitherto 
fighting bravely, gave way and presently fled in dis- 
order. The rout became total ; and the arrival of Ge- 
neral Bloss with new troops only served to increase 
the confusion. However, Bloss detenuined to make 
one efioi't to I'etrieve the day; and with a handiiil of 
chasseurs he cast himself u])on the bridge of Chateau 
Gontier, and undertook to defend it. He was recom- 
mended bv a brother officer to retii*e. " No," he said ; 
"T cannot survive tlie disgi-ace of such a day;" and 
soon atterwacds he fell mortally woimded. Victory 
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redoubled the nrdour of the insTirgents ; nnd t]ie Bines, a? 
thev retreated, were attacked in rear and on both flanks. 
Tlie ]\Iayeiice corps were driven into the river Mayenne, 
md many of them were drowned ; one whole battalion 
lai<l down their arms and beg'^ed for (juarter, but the 
Veutieaus, mindful how former acts of mercy had been 
repaid, shot them all pitilessly. The remains of the 
re^iibliean army took refuge 1>iBhind the wails of Cha- 
teau Gontier, where they thought themselves secure. 
*'What! my friends/* exclaimed Larochejacqnelehi ; 
"are the conquerors to sleep outside, and the van- 
quished inside the town ? We have not finished yet ! *' 
The peasants accordingly rushed to the attack, and 
speedil}' possessed themselves of Chateau Oontier. Still 
the batth' wa-' not finished, thoui;-li it Imd already 
lasted thirN Ijours. About midniL'-ht the Blues aj^ain 
took tlie orieasive: hut tlie Veudeans, though at first 
surprised by the suddenness of the attack, soon re- 
pulsed their assailants, and the eutimy retired in tbe 
greater disorder for then* last effort. Kleber thus de- 
scribes the condition of their army after this horrible 
•rout,'* numbering now but seven thousand men, out of 
the thirty thousand who had gone into battle. ^'The sol- 
diers were drenched to the skin, without tents, wttiiout 
straw, without shoes, without breeches, some witliout 
any clothin^^ at all — up to their knees in mud, shivering 
with cold, and without a sing^le cooking utensil; the 
liags surrounded by twenty, thirty, at the most fifty 
men to make up the several battalions/' With such 
troops no t hi II <^ was to l>e done but to beat a retreat 
upon Anaers. Wlien Lechelle, who had never been 
seen during the battle, showed himself to the soldiers, 
he was greeted with cries of " A has Lechelle I V^ive 
Dubayet! Viee Xleter! They shall give us Dubayet 
again." The commissioners of the Conyention cunM 
not but acknowledge this demand to be just; and tl y 
recommended the general-in-chief to retire, *'for the 
benefit of his health." Lechelle went to Nantes, and 
there destroyed himself with pcnson. Bossignol was 
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Afterwards appointed to tha <x)iiuiiaad-ia-ehii«f of the 

lorces in Brittany. 

That very (iiiv Ben-ere had announced t4j the i 'onven- 
tion the exiinction of the war in La Vendue ; and wliile 
their army was undergoing; its most complete defeut^ the 
poqple of Paris were celebrating its rietaty witli danee? 
ma festivity. The oonstenifttioii may, thmfore, be 
more leadily cenoeived tiiaa desKribed, when the news 
anived vf toe battle of JLaval; at the eame time othei* 
oolumne were defeated, and one republican genera], 
Lenoir^ wrote word that ^six hoi^mea had pat to 
Hight twelve hundred men that " desertion was going 
on so rapidly, tlmt of those twelve hun(h-ed only fivo 
hundred K'niamed with liim after three houii«, nnd tliat 
before the end of the d}»y lie expected to hnd liiinself 
aionp." The Convention hereupon decreed, in oniei to 
intiiiiidate those suR^>ected of inodenitism" in Brit- 
tany, that " every town which should hm buur the bii- 
gani^, or fail to*^repul8e them, should be considered in 
rebellion and destroyed accoidmgly, and the property 
nf the inhahitantB confiscated to the repablie. Me»» 
tares were al^o immediately taken to prevent the re- 
turn of the Yendeans into La Vendue. These weie, un- 
happily; suocessful. Larochejacquelein would have i-e- 
«jrosse^ the Loire immediately aftei- the victory, but 
he was only commander-in-chief in action ; the pensants 
were under no sort of control, and instead of retrnciiif^" 
their bk'ps, they immediately evacuuted Chateau Gon- 
tier, and i-e turned to Laval, where tliey endeavoured to 
fortify themselves. The period of rest which ensued 
they employed in reducini* their hiuids to some order : 
hithei-to they had marched in one confused crowd of 
men, women, and children, — all distinction of company 
- or division had been lost on the Brittany side of the 
Loire; but now they attempted to organise their 
forces. On a general census they found that they could 
muster forty thousand fighting men of all arms ; the 
number of women, children, old men, and sick, was 
ihoot the same; their arttllny was about £%«fivB 
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pieces of every calibre; and their cavaky &om ten to 
twelve thousand sti>ong. 

During the battle of Lavol, Lesciire, whose wound 
detained him in the town, received a letter addressed to 
the general of the royal army, in wliich it was inti- 
mated that hfty thousand men Avere ready to rise iu 
the neighboui'hood of Reunes, provided the army woidd 
take dneeti<ni. This letter was the work of Pni* 
save, of whom we shall hear more in the sequel ; but 
it appeared unworthy of credence to the Vendean ge- 
nerals : an army of such magnitude could scarcely, as 
they thought, oe invisible, or afmd of acting inde- 
pendently ; and they retimied tor ansn'er, that if the 
lifty thousand men would sliow themselves, they should 
be immrd lately supported. It was an unhappy answer. 
The army was in existence, and Piiisjiye, dissatisiied 
with the reply of the Vendeans, soiij^iit a |>ei-son!il in- 
terview with them ; but they hud leit Laval lietbre he 
could rencii them, unti tiie opportunity was lost. It 
appears incredible, that after passing the Loire, in order 
to raise the Bretons, they shouhl have roiiised an 
offer of fifty thousand men without inquiry ; but from 
iirst to last, this unhappy expedition was conducted 
with equal folly and obstinacy. 

The battle of Laval took place on the 26th October 
1793 ; on the 2d November, the insurgent army left 
the town without having formed any plan of eampaig-n. 
The mnjority of the peasants believed that their liist 
destination was Rennes ; but Stotiiet, who commanded 
the advanced guard, of his own authority took the 
Fougeres roitd, and instead of sleeping that night ut 
Vitr^ the arniy encamped at iMayenne. Here tlie su- 
preme council held a stoi-my wtting. The Vendean 
paity accused the Breton pai-ty of deceiving them, in 
aftrming; that Maine requited only the presence of the 
army to rise en mn$se. The Breton party letorted^ 
that the step should have been taken earlier. Neither 
party seem to have reflected that they had just been 
ofoed fifty thousand vohmteen. Howew^ it was 
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necessary to decide on the line of march : and of rhree 
routes proposed, — towards Paris, Rennes, and the sea- 
coast, — the latter destination was selected. The Ven- 
deans aceording-ly took th(5 Dol road ; on the .'Jd, thev 
entered Ernee. on the ith, Foug-^res. Tiie Blues in 

garrison at these places made a feeble resistance, and 
ed in disorder into Rennes, where the republican au- 
thorities awaited an attack in undisg^sed terror. 

It is unaccountable that the Yendean chieis should 
have made no attempt upon Rennes. They knew it to 
be ill defended and well provisioned ; they knew that the 
possession of Rennes would decide the whole country in 
their favour, and thnt if it was essential to establish com- 
munications with England, they mig-ht as well advance 
towai-ds the coast bv that route as bv Fon^ieres. Thev 
knew also that fifty thousand men were said to be in a 
state of insurrection. Yet they allow-ed so pj^eat a 
prize to fall from their hands, without even making au 
effort to secure it. It was an apt illustration which a 
republican officer drew of the expedition beyond the 
Loire from the popular sport of the country: ^'La 
Vend^," he saidi ''during^ this campaign, is like a 
wounded wild-boar tearing hither and thither without 
object, and goring every body who falls in his way." 

Instead of profiting* by the teiTor with which their 
enemies were inspired, the Vendeans loitered four dnys 
at Foug-^reBj and here it was that Lescurg received his 
last honoui-s. lie had suffered g-reat a!:i'ony in the 
jouiTiey from Laval, find Tu fhing- can exceed the touch- 
ing simplicity with wliicli his wife, aft^rw'ards Madame 
de Lai-ochejacquelein, describes his end. The day be- 
fore leaving Luval, he said to her, " My love, open the 
shutters; is tlie day clear She said it was. *'I 
haTe> then, a veil before my eyes,'* he said ; I can ^ 
no longer see distinctly. I always thought my wound 
mortal, and I have no longer any doubt of it. Dear 
love, I am about to leave you ; it is my sole regret, 
except that I have not been able to replace my king up- 
on his throne. I leave you in the midst of a oivil war^ 
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with a babe in jour anns, and another in vonr boeom,^ 
Seeing her convulsed with giief, he adJed, Yes, I 
grieve on jour account^ not on my own. I am going 
to heaven. I have foug-ht for God, and I die for 
Him; and I trust in His mercj." His countenance was 
cnlm, he seemed already in heaven ; hut when he 
heard liis wife's sobs his eyes tilled with tears, " Be 
cdiiil^jrted," he said, "with the thought that I win in 
heaven.'* Unable any longer to restrain her grief, and 
not wisliinj?- to disturb him with the sight of it, Ma- 
dame de Ijesciire loft the room ; but he sent for her 
again. He wished to receive the last saczmnents, but 
the physicians gave him hopes of ultimate recovet^* 
The next morning they set out for Majenne> and on 
the road he received the sad news of the queen's death, 
which his wife had as yet studiously concealed from 
him. His agitation doubtless hastened his end. At 
Ernee he fell into his agony, and received absolu- 
tion and extreme unction, flis wife was asleep, and 
aw()]vf» to find lier Inisband dying. Her state of de- 
spair may be imagined. Then came the order to 
march. It was impossible," she said ; " she woidd 
run tlie i isk of falling into the hands of tlie Blues along 
with licr husband." But recollecting with hdrror the 
indignities to which the body of Buuchamps had been 
subjected, she could not endure the thought of such a 
prolanation, and summoned strength ana courage to 
set out. For seven hours she was on horseback, hav- 
ing left the seat in the carriage witli her husband to the 
surgeon,. Her bodily agonies then compelled her to dis- 
mount and walk; out fatieoie and suffering had ex- 
hausted her strength. At length she dragged herself 
into Foug^res, and fell down opposite the first house in 
the town. It was occupied by some soldierF, wlin nave 
lier a little wine and warmed her. She was then placed 
on a bed, distracted with suspense, no news having }et 
arrived of Lesciire. Presentiv a ft-iend entei-ed, and 
said, in tears, taking- her by the hand, " All your care 
now muat he for ^uur babe.'' that bka understood 
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that her husband was dead. She was ^(Azod with tlja 
pains of premature lal>our, hut by cnre and attention 
was sayed. Tlie next morning; the chief leaders of 
the ittsorreotiim entered her ohftmher» weeping* bitterly. 
Henri de Larochejacqueleiii rose and embraced her. 
''Yofi have lost/' she whispered to hhn, '^yoar best 
friend; after me, yott were dearest to him in the 
world." He answered, in accents of grief, "Could 
my life restore him to jon, take it." Alas! Henri 
himself was shortly aftenvards to die. 

Thp body of the departed chief was buried secretly, 
that it mij^lit not fall into the hands of tlie repid)lieans. 
They found upon it the marks of tfio hair-shirt which 
he had worn. His lo.5S was deplored alike by the 
peasants and his fellow-Ieadei-s ; and the insmTcction 
never recovered the blow which it sustained in the 
deaths of Boucharaps and Lesctire. 

At Fou<^dre9 attempts were again made to mfiise 
some diseipline into the insm'getit camp^ but the pea- 
sants paid little attention to the orders of any chiefs 
with whom they were not personally acquainted, and 
ear;fa parish had its own leader. At this time also 
arrived two emissaries from Bnjjclftnd, MM. Preslon 
and Bertin, both of them honoumbly known in Brit- 
tany, being, in fact, Breton emijn^s, — -wifh tlie offer of 
assistance, if the insurt^ents would possess tiiemselves of 
some seaport. The council agreed to attack Granville ; 
not tliat they were altogether satisfied as to tlie pjod 
faith oi"the British orovernment, from wliom the oiler was 
said to come, but it was necessary to put some definite 
object before the pea<<ants. Granville was a small fishing- 
town opposite the Isle of Jersey; of no great import- 
ance, but affording good facilities for the aebarcation of 
the promised sup^es. It is built upon the teirace of a 
rocky promontory projecting into the sea, and protected 
by a fort stretching along uie top of the eminence. 

With this object the royalist arm}' evacuatfid Fou- 
g-Arpsj, an^l possessed thpmse'lves in turn of Dol, Poutor- 
mtu, and Avranches. At this last towa a council of war 
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voB held, xad the nealVlt^^ 90 far from Mioflr ontbu 
Biastie for the attadc, elamouped to he M back to (h* 
Bocao-a; but the chiefs had gtme teo £»■ to i^iwedd, 
and it was reeoived to make at least one attempt. The 
attack commenced onthelith NoTember^in the evening*. 
A {)ui ty of soldiprs, who had been ]mshed foi wai-d by 
tlip local antlioritip? to iMtpm»j)t the Vefidoan skir* 
mishei's, was sprpiiilv hwccd back liehirid thf' IbitiMca- 
tions, and the bcMe^ini,- army took posses-^ion of the 
faubourgs. A line of houses, occiipiod by Jews, was 
soon filled bv Vcndea» shai psliootci-s, who opened a 
destructive fire fioin beaeath thut cover upon the 
gaiTieon od ti» laxnuartfi. Upo this the i^puhUoan 
g^enoral in commana^ liSQarpeiitiery g«Ye ordere thut 
the subuHw should be fiiied: th^s wae accoiDpHebed, 
but not before LarochejacqjielelD esd Foieatta* had 
pushed into the town, and seized <m .fleyend of tlie ad- 
▼anoed woiPka, The want of heavT artiUeiy rendered 
a breach in the walls impossihle ; the insurgents wei-e 
tliPioforM compelled to attempt the place by escalade, 
and, m defbtilt of ])roper laddHS, they commenced 
mounting tiie j-ninparts, by 8tiekiii<^' their l)ayonets into 
the crevices of tlie walli;, and so climbing up. Tiie 
g-arrison, puiiic-strickea at tlie pi»rht of such determined 
bravery, w tie beginning to tly ; and Forestiei* was al- 
ready at the top, with a little band of heroee that wa9 
mereaeing every inptaoty when a volee was heard in the 
rear, ^ Fly, we m betrayed V* In an instaint the courage 
of the peaeanta was damped, and iBirtead of securing the 
victory now within tfaetr Ifiti^^p, they lea|)ed back in 
disorder. Still the fight coatiaiied ; and the gai rison, 
recovering their coumge, comoianoed tlirowinp' red-liot 
balls from tlie l)att.ery on the hill, n^gai-dJess of the eon- 
flaf»ration wliieh was now spreading from the faubourt»-8 
into the town itself. The next morning Larochejacque- 
lein and Stofilet planned a fresh assault on tlie side 
of the sands at low water ; but two vessels in the har- 
bour coiiiuKirult^ii tiiiit uppiuach, and opened a hot lire 
on the abbaihiiiXd. The Vendeuns had expected that 
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the morning^B %1it would zeveal to them the English 
fleet, and were discouraged at seeing do signs of the 

promised suocour. Disheartened n^itli their double i (>- 
pulse, and cursing the faithlessness of the En^^Iish; in 
reh'ance on whose word they had risked the attempt, 
they slowh'^ retired, af't^r a combat of thir^ hours, and 
with a loss of eifrht«en hundred men. 

This check destroyed the prestig-e of tlieir ])reviou& 
successes, and if ndered hopeless tin; prosj)ect of any 
g^eneral rising* of the Breton population. JMoreover^ 
tlie army became mutinous ; the authority of Laroche- 
jacquclein was disregarded, and there was no longer 
a Cathelineau or a Bonchamps to command their obe* 
dience. To increase the confusion, and to a cei-tain 
extent to justify the insubordination, four of the chiefs 
laid themselves open at this juncture to severe animad- 
version. The Prince de Talmont, the Abb^ Beruier, 
and t^'o others left the army, nnd were reported to be 
meditatinp^ an escape into England. Stomet, who had 
moi*e intlnence over the peasants tlian Larochejacrpie- 
lein, succeeded in cahrtina' the multitude, ami then 
galloped otf to the acciise(i leaders, and placed them 
all under arrest. The prince, and those who accom- 
panied him, protested that they had no tlion<>ht of de- 
serting the insurrection j they liad chartered their ])uat 
with tne sole view of hastening the arrival of the Eng- 
lish convoy, and enabling cei-tain of the women to jora 
their huslMinds in Jersey. This, no doubt, was true as 
regards Talmont and fiemier^ the army restored to 
• them its confidence, and by a natural reaction became 
more submissive. Still the retrograde movement liad 
commenced, and the peasants now turned their back 
upon the sea. and their face towards the Loire. They 
took the road to Pontorson. abandoning, with i-eekless 
haste, a number of women and wounded in the hos- 
pitals of Avranclies, where they were all massaci*ed by 
order of u commissioner of the Convention. 

Another cii cunistance occiu red at this time to damp 
the HJ^dour of the peasants. The imposture of the 
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dieant Bishop of Agra ti-anspired. St. Hilaiie an 
emigr^, who had joiu(^d the. army after the disaster at 
Cholet, was the hearer of a brief from the Pope ad- 
aressed to the g'eDeruls oi" the Ciitliolic army, in which 
liis Holiness stated that no hishop existed under that 
title: that he liad never thoug'ht of confeiTing the qua- 
\ily of vicar-apostoUc on the man who liad assumed it, 
and that it was their duty to give no countenance to the 
impostor; all whose acts sacrilegious and null. 
For fear of scandal, tbe Vendean generals abstained 
from ^ving publicity to this lettei*; but Gujot-de- 
Folleville, conscious of the detection of his imposture, 
acted upon it by abstaining' from every episcopal act. 
1 he peasants in conseqiience suspected theti-uth, and the 
ardour with which they had at-hrst received liim into 
their ranks, now produced a coiTespondiug dejection. 

On tlieii- return, the insTU-^-ents found the conntry, 
whicli they had just traversed as conquerors, in pos^o- 
sion of the enemv, and thev had to contest every inch 
of the way, first at Pontorson, attei-wards at Dol. At 
Pontorson they routed tiie Bhies, after five hours of 
desperate resistanGe. Here ForSt recdred his death- 
wound: no quarter was given on either side; the 
stiiiggle was for lite and death. Yet the battle of 
Pontoi'son is remarkable for at least one gleam of 
mercy. The wounded republicans, mingled with the 
wounded of the Catholic army, united with the latter 
in imploring the aids and consolations of religion ; and 
thf> priests pnssed the niglit in administering' the last 
rites of the Church aHke to those who had died in the 
cause of God, and to those who had so lately fought in 
the ranks of His foes. 

After this victory the insurgents marched mto Dol, 
and here a yet more bloody battle ensued. Fur tJie 
ai-mies of Kleber, Westermann, and Marceaux, after 
reforming at Angers, now appeared on the field, all 
furious to wipe <M the stain of their defeat at Laval, 
riie unhappy peasants were in a sad condition to meet 
these heak troops : without ahoesy of Imen^ or clothes^ 
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anxious for the safety of their wives and little ones, 
exhausted with fatig-ne, and dying- of hunger. Yet 
they were animated i)y the burninjf dosin; to find th^ir 
way back to thf^ Bocai^', and this bote the appear- 
ance of" enthusiasm; so that, notwithstanding^ their 
distress, the majority of the republican g-eufjrals would 
have preferred to a pitched battle the more sui*e me- 
thod of fortifying tne sevei'al passages across the 
Loire, mid thus hemming the insurgents in od all sidesy 
and drivings them into the sea. Bnt Westermann 
wae too eager for blood to eftdure this slow proceee^ 
and precipitated a collision at Dol. The battle com- 
menced towards midnight. Thanks to Larochejacqu^ 
lein's activitjy the Catliolic forces were all imder arms; 
for Westermann had counted on surpi-ising them, and 
there would have then enstied tlie same dark scene 
of slaag"hter in which he )iad exulted at Chfuillon. 
But it was a terrible nij^-lit, nevertheless; the cries of 
the soldiers, the roll ot the drums, the gleam of the 
shells burstin"' over the t-own, the noise of the musketry 
and artillery, together with the smoke and smell of pow- 
der in the midst of the thick darkness, — these were the 
tokens of a death-struir^le on which the reirf existence 
of the Vendeans depended. At length, so devoted was 
the courage of the msurgente, the Bines were refmlsed, 
and Forestier with the cavalry pui-sued the flying co- 
Inmns of Westermann's army, while Laruchejacquelein 
drove back the advanced guard on Poitonson. The 
main street of Dol brandies off into two roads; om 
leading to Pontorson, the other to Antrain. 'Dip ^'en- 
deans were divided into two columns, in order to ^ i n-d 
these two approaches to the town ; Lai-ochejacqu' iem 
and Forestier in command of one, Talmont and Stolflet 
at t\e head of the other. When tiie brave Henri re- 
turned to Dol with shonts of victoiy, he found the 
3ther division of his army hotly engaged with the 
enemy, and giving wav in all directions; even Stofflet 
had fled from the field, and so teniiied were the pom 
peastnti^ ienftaUed wsdi iuum mi dietraeted with 
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their sufferings, that they ran awa\, trampling on th« 
wounded, and deaf to the screams of their wives and 
children. However, the chiefs attempted to rally th^ 
fu^tivQs^ B'A.utichtmp0 baraagiwd, mod. Marigoy Bt^ 
bred them; son^ of the women, among wlum wera tb^ 
BoUe widow of BoBchamps and Madame de Lesouie'a 
mother, nished into the midst of the l»tdo and es» 
hoi-ted the soldiers to do their duty. The pnests, too^ 
exhibited extraoi-dinary energy'. The cure of St Marie- 
de-Rli6, posted on n mound of earth, nh^d aloft a large 
crucifix, and vnvd to the pw^ants, " Will you be guilty 
of tlin iiifuniy (if iiliunfloniiiji' vour wives and children to 
the knives oi the Blues / Return and ^'^ht ; it is the 
only way of saving them. Will vou abandon yotir ge- 
neral in the midst of the foes ? Come, mj children, I 
will march at your head with the crucifix. Kneel down, 
moimt 3roa who win fblfow me, and reoeive absolution ; ir 
Tou die, you will go to Beaven ^ but the poltroons who 
betray God and tbeir ftmilies will be massacred by the 
Blues, and their souls will go to perdition*^ Two thou* 
sand men instantly iellupon their knees, and received ab> 
solution; then leaping up, they cried, VhoelifMoil liem 
allon* en Paradis ! and nisbed to the rescue of Laroche* 
jfirrpiplf>in. That intrepid young cliief foug-ht with the 
cx)urag-e of a lion while there was a man to stand by his 
side; and when all fled, disdaining" to turn liis tack, 

* he crossed liis arms his bi-east, and stood calmly 
facing- a battery. While in that attitude, he learned 
that tlie battle was still raging, in another quarter. 
Talmont, with eight hundi-ed men, chiefly belonging 
to Little Vend^, was fighting band to band with the 
republicans^ and tbus bad prevented the enemy fitim 
turning. to advantage the panic of tiie Vendeans. He 
huiTied away in the direction indicated ; and with that 
liandfol of bi-ave men tbe two commanders kept the 

* «nemy at bay till the ciir6 of St. Marie-de-Rh6 airived 
with his two thousand followers. Stofflet, recovering 
his presence of mind, had also returned to tlie town in 
time to take part in tbe reoewod struggle. This umes* 
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pected reinforcement decided the day ; the BJues soon 
gave way, and the Vendeans remained mastei-s of the 
town- The eur^ who had stood in the thickest of the 
i\'^htj with his crucifix reared high in the air^^ returned 
to Dol^ chantinflT the Vemilla Beffis. But on the l^lst 
the battle was i-enewed^ when the iflues were a»^\in 
routed ; and the insurgents entered Antrain, after de- 
feating a regiment of the line. By this sei'ies of <^**iillant 
victories they found themselves again masters of theur 
own movements. 

Now w;is the time to retrace tlieir steps, surprise 
Granville, ^^ain the coast, and wait for the Ln^lish suc- 
cours. But the peasants were immovahle : tlu y insisted 
on returning to La Vendee. And when Lar(Kii( j;ic(|ue- 
lein enumenited the ohstacles which they would have 
to enooonter, they reolied, Angers may be walled with 
maXf but we will tase it*'' He knew that they over- 
rated their own stren^, but he was obliged to yield; 
and the oider was given to march. Beibre quitting 
Antmin, they sent to Rennes one hundred and fifty 
wounded republicans, with a letter recountins* the atro- 
cities which the Blues had committed, and ending with 
tliese words: "It is hy acts of mercy that the army 
Catholic and Royal takes vengeance on its enemies for 
the massacres they have perpetrated." This noLle act 
of forbeai'ance was due to the cm*e of St. Marie-de- 
Rhe. 

The uiiiiy advanced upou Augers by Foug^ros, 
(where thev sang a Te Drnm^) Eniee, Laval, and La 
FIdche. Tney encountered no opposition ; but the road 
was lined with the moumfiil traces of their disastrous 
expedition. The sick, the women, and the wounded, 
who had fallen behind on their inarch to Gi-anville, liad 
been murdered by the Blues. All who had shown the 
slightest symf)athy with the poor sufFerei-s had shored 
their fate, Jind at every step fj*esh corpses met the eyes 
of the wretched peasants. The survivors were in 
scarcely bf^ttcr pligfht, and niany of tiiem envied the 
happier lot of tiie dead. Drenched with a cold ^o* 
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vember rain, clad in vnp^s, witliout slior=;, and, worst of 
all, faint with tlie direst hiing-er, tliat retroat was more 
fatal to the Vendeans than tlie loss of a battle. Nor 
even when they caught sig-ht of Ang-ers, did their cou- 
rc^ revive : rather, with a presentiment of defeat, they 
dreaded the coming fight. It seemed to them easier 
to lie down and die than jnaika cm last effiirt ta Mm 
tUrlirea. 
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potloo vi'Utm-'^MkAt Kiui mam wIUkom- 

loin f»nf1 Btrifflet fly before "Weatermmtn— Final unsihilatiou o4 
tho whole army at SaTenay — Atnx iLie» of the rei)ublicfiBS — 
Reflections on the expedition beyou«i the Loire — Charette's huc- 
«MM in Bm FoMott-SooMnlkil fltnitagvm of Mj at QnAtro. 
Cbemins— Cbar«tle named oomnModer-io'diki^Bft inteniMr 
with Lai ocl 



If GER8 was protec^ted Ij fat^ait 
tions crumbling^ indeed into decay, 
but strong eDou^^h to withstand the 

attacks of an army unprovided with 
any engines of assault. Its gurrison consisted 
of i^nt tlii-ee thousand five hundred men, 
commanded by Generals Danican and Boticret. 
But its chief strengfth lay, not in the g^aiTison, 
some of the (»t!i('ei's of wliirli were little worthy 
of coiitiilf lice, but in the determined spirit of 
the bulii of the population and in the pi-e- 
sence of Beaupuy. That general, who hud 
been dangerously wounded at Laval, was not 
yet recovered ; yet he petMnally superintended 
the arrangements for the defence^ and inspired 
the whole town wim ardour* It was decided to remain 
on the defensive, and wait the attack of the Vendeans. 
The inhabitants of the faubourgs retired within the 
walls ; the houses thus abandoned were occupied by the 
l)esiegers, and served as a cover from which they could 
commence their operations. 

TJie insurgents began theii- fire on the 4th of De- 
cember, about eleven o'clock in tiie morning; but whether 
Inspirited with the difficulty of the enterprise^ or <l»* 
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prived of their usual enei-^^ by then long* siiffemg*, 
they (^xliibited none of that vigour and fury with which 
other towns had }»ppn suddenly carried. The whole of 
that day they spent in directing' against the wnlls a tii-e 
of musketry and artillery, and night came on without 
any change having tiiken place in the rela***ve Dositions 
of the besiegers and the besieged. 

The wjt mondBgy at iive o'dock, the titniMinade 
eommenced again ; and before lens^ 9l Michaers Gate 
gftve way, and a few of tlie Vende insy with theU' wial 
ardour, marched up to the assault. But it was impos- 
sible to animate tlie mass oftbefm^ ; they had no spiiit 
Heft the battle. Some of 1^ genei-ulfe proniieed them tiie 
sack of the town ; but so far from oetng excited with 
the hopf of pill})«re, they were ?ctmdnli?pd by the ven* 
proposal; they cried out that (-rod would abandon them 
if they formed any such proj^'ct?. Stil! it was necessni y 
to bring the siege to m\ lumif diate terminatiou, as the 
advance of a titssh body oi' it^publican troo[>s, under 
Westennann, Kleber, Marceaux, and Marigny, was re- 
ported. The artillery, which had been du-ected with 
ixmaderable eoergy, had ftt last effeoted a pi«etieable 
breaeh; and the chiefey with wonderiiil intrepidity, 
yitshed ferward aloae, as the last means of ronsing their 
hroken-heai-ted men; but without effect. Kone ibl* 
lowed them ; and all except Xiarochejaccmelein, Pfron, 
and Forestier perished in the attempt. Tiiese returned, 
and in yain endearom^ed to strike i'rom the peasants a 
spark of enthusiasm. The ilint had become clav- all 
vigour w;ls *»-one; and t};e men who had taken Stnimnr. 
and fought at Laval, now looked listlessly on at a few 
crumbling* fortifications, which one hour of tlieii' old 
courage would have made their own. 

Soon the opportunity was passed. The time spent 
in vain exhortations had served to bring up the enemy 
at their rear. Marigny arrived with a column of light 
oavaby, and the very sight of him caused the assaila&ti 
to beat a retreat He followed in pursuit with an ar* 
<iour which WesteraBaim hioMlf would have apprnfiad. 
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Repjil^pfl by the insurgents, who could fight when it 
was absohitply necessary, he returned Rg^in to the 
chiii'^f', ;ui(l Wiis killed with a cannon-ball. Yet the 
man who exbibited a devotion hke this to the cause of 
his party was then about to be cashiered , his sole crime 
being- that he bore the same name as the brave com^ 
raander of the Vendean artillerj. Nothing is more 
astonishing throughout this war than the unilannted 
fidelity of the republican generals to an unoTatefiil and 
bloodthirsty Convention. After the repulse at Doi, 
^larceniix accepted tiie command-in-chief, on condition 
that Kleber, wiio was to have beon siis]»pnde(l, should 
be left with his ti-oops. Kleber accordingly remained, 
«imj>ly ob<5ervinfr Marceanx, " Never mind, we sliall 
1)0 n-nillotined together." Such was the future in store 
for the best officers of the Republic ; yet it seems to 
hav« liad no effect on their devotion. 

In miserable plight, the insurgents took the first 
road they saw, and an'ived at Bauge, where they en* 
camped. All hope had now died away. It was im- 
possible not to see that the last hours of the army were 
rapidly approachiiiL^. Nothing was heard any longer 
of a firesh invasion of Maine and Brittany ; the peasants 
had not eyen the hope of returning to La Vendee. All 
their prospects had turned on the capture of Angers : 
they were now retreating from its wall>, and farther 
and farfliei' from the Loire, which still rolled its broad 
and rapid waters between rliem and their desolate 
homes. To famine and coid succeeded sickness; and 
to ndd to tlieir disasters, desertion had commenced : 
hourly, chiefs and peasants dropped off, to try and find 
their own way into La Vendee, and thread their passage 
through the Blues unarmed. A few succeeded; but 
the ^rreater part were seized and massacred. 

From B*ang6 the army advanced to La Fl^che, 
hotly pni-sued by Westermann. At the bridge of La 
Fi^he they found four thousand men drawn up to op« 
pose them, and the bridge cut down. Thus they were 
betweer two enemies. Laj*ochejacquelein charged Piron 
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witn tlie duty of arresting- the ])rogi-ess of Westermanu, 
iv'hilc he, with u picked body ot four hundred horsemen, 
each witli a fuot-soldier on the crupper, went up the 
river till be found a ford,— dangerous indeed, but still 
passable^ Here be crossed, and tben attacked tbe gar- 
rison in flank, vbicb soon yielded to ao unexpected an 
assault. In a few minutes tbe bridge was replaced, 
and be crossed tbe river n^in to succour Piron. Tbe 
Blues were soon put to flii^ht, and the armv retired in 
satiety into La lii^e. It was a gallant little atiair, 
executed with equal ingenuity and darings hut the 
army were in such a state, tbat tbe victory could only 
prolong its agony. 

At La Fl^che they rcmiuned two days, enjoying a 
flight interval of repose ; hut still sutfcriu^- from want. 
They then pushed on to ^lans, a town ^-ituated on the 
high road between Augers and Paris. On arriving at 
Foultourte, they were attacked from tlie heights j but 
tbey still advanced, and in tiiree quarters of an bour 
I'outed tbe enemy. In Mans' they found, to their in- 
L xpressible deligl^t, abundance of good provisions, and 
abandoned themselves to the enjoyment of tbe present, 
regardless of the i-apid pui-snit of Westeimann, wlio, 
although repulsed at La fl^che, bad never lost sight 
of them for a moment. Larochejacquelein endea- 
voured to rouse them fi-nm their apathy ; but in vain : 
deprived so long of repose ami food, tliey cared for 
nothing now but to ent, drink, und sleej). Very dif- 
ferent was the conduct of the Blues, who made pre- 
]iarations for a gnuid battle. The supreme command 
was given to Marceaux, who immediately assembled all 
his available force at the village of Foultourte, deter- 
mined at last to strike a decisive blow. Hei-e, tben, were 
tbe sad remnants of La Vend^, first reduced by famine, 
and tben enervated by indulgence, exposed to tbe attack 
of a numerous and well-appointed army, imder one of tbe 
ablest ^nei-als of the Republic. Larochejacquelein was 
fiilly alive to the danger; yet, with all coolness and dili- 
gence, be posted bis forces to tbe best advantage. 
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The ari^Tince-^ard of the Bhies, consisting M 
Westennann's and Miiller's columns, commenced the 
attack on the 12th of DecemW. Lai-ochejacquelein had 
posted three thousand men in ambush in a fii-j)lHnta- 
tion, and by them Westermuiin was repulsed, and MnUi r 
completely routed. But Marceaux camt to the siij/poit 
of the retreating troops, and the battle was i-estored. 
Pk«86ntlj the ^endeaim in their turn were driven back. 
Still no advantage lhad been gained on either dide; but 
disoider began to spread among the ranks of the in* 
simentSy and though Laroehejacqndein three times 
with the utmost bravery precipitaled himself on the 
enemy, his men refused to follow. All clrmoui-ed for 
a retreat within the walls ; and thither they retired pall* 
mell, and immediately gave themselves up to drinking. 
]\v this timf> Tiig-ht liad fnllen, and the repuhlirnii 
generals held a LMjunoil of war. Kleber hnd not yet 
come up, and Marceaux was for awaiting his ai-rivaL 
Westermann, however, contended for a night attack, 
and his advice prevaiied. Wlien it was quite dark, 
they crossed the Huisne without opposition, and pos- 
sessed themselves^ almost witliout striking a blow, of 
the &ubourgs, the bridge^ and the first intrenchments. 
Of the twentr-five 'thousand fighting men who stiH 
remained of tne Catholic army, twelve or fifteen lay 
prostrate with fatigue and drunkenness; many others 
were enjoying themselves in the houses, and refused 
to go out: "What did it signify,** they said, *'whe- 
thei* they were massacred a few hours sooner or later f 
Larochejacquelein, frantic with rng-e and despan*, 
rushed in evej f direction to rouse them from their 
lethargy; and nt len'.'-th he and the other chiefs suc- 
ceeded in asseiubhnj^- srvMrnl thouijand men. But still 
there was no plan deterniioed upon, no orders were ti iven, 
or at least none were obeyed ; every one went \s iuthci 
he chose j and it may be imagined what success such h 
defence was likely to have against the systematic attack 
of dkciplined soldiers* And yet a yei*y bloody combat 
ensued : the Yendseaiffi were fiifced to retire/ but the 
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Blues hesitated to adYnned until tb« appearance of 

Kleber made resistance no long-er pof?sible ; then the 
repiiblirniis spread themselves over the town, and tlie 
handful of gallant men who had held them in check 
retired with the mass of fu«;itives hy the Laval i-oad. 
The flig-ht had heen proceeding:- tor some time, aiui 
many otHcers, amon*^ wliuai was Gtofllet, seeinu- that all 
was lost, now joined in the retreat. Charged with a 
bttndle of the while £ags of whi^ the nxmr was so 
[noiidy tattered as they were and half-burned^ Stofflel 
was removing^ them that thej might not fall into the 
hands of the enemy, when he peremved De Scepaux, 
with two other Vendeans, serving a ^m which they had 
mounted in a narrow street to protect the reti-eat of the 
royalists. He cried out to him : " Now, M. de Scepanx. 
it is inr turn ; mount niv horse, n!id let me take vour 
place." " jN"ot so," replied the other, " I stay here 
while there is a f^rain of powder and a cannon-ball left. 
Yon, general, save onr ilag^ ; they are in gt>od hands.** 
"The Blues shall have me before they have them,** 
replied Stofflet. " If they send these to the Convention, 
they will be able to send my head also.*' Yet in that 
hon'ible flight Stofflet could stay to listen to the cry of 
distress. A poor Vendean motner, wounded and half- 
dyino*, lay on the pavement weltering in her gore, arai4 
tfie heaps of the slain. She recognised the royalirt 
chief as he passed ; and holding up to him her infant, 
she cried, Save it, save it!" "Give it here," said 
Stofllet roughly ; and he placed it before him on the ilags 
and galloped off. He afteru-ards restored the child to 
its mothri , ^vho was saved bv the chaiitv of otlifi-'' of 
the insui 'ients. Altei- his departure, Larochejacquelem, 
Mariprny, Foresrier, Duhoux, and others, together with 
Jean Chonau and (Jeorges Cadoudal, two Bietons 
destined to render Brittany as famous as La A' endee, 
maintained an obstinate resistance. They kept up the 
fire of a battery long* after the cannoniers nad been 
slain, and so corerad the crowded road. But they 
were at length oompelkd to retire^ and then Wte^ 
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mann followed the flying masses^ and slaughtered them 
l>y hundreds. 

Meanwhile the ag-ed and infirm, the wounded, the 
sick, and the women, great numbers ot* whom hud been 
left behind in the town, fell into the hands of the Blues, 
and were massacred amid jeeis and lau^htei*. They 
spared neither age nor sex : they killed babe upon 
its mother's brenst, and the mother fell a corpse upon 
its mangled body* They killed the old man, who had 
never dmwn a sword in that disastrous contest, but liad 
simply followed tlie army when driven by fire irom his 
OAvn nome in tlie Bocag'e ; they killed joimg women, 
after subjecting them to even greater injury ; and not 
coiit^^nt wirli these outrages, wreaked tlieir iiiry upon 
tlie i)loo(ly corpses of their victims. The unhappy peo- 
ple, iiocking tojjether for mutual safety, only facdi- 
tated their own destruction : it wa.s easier tx) slau"-hter 
them en masse, and ai tilleiy were deliberately jjointed 
at the terrified crowd, who were at length destiH>yed by 
round after round of gi-ape-shot, and repeated volleys, 
of musketry. No fewer than twenty tnousand men, 
women, and children fell in the battle and the subse- 
quent massvTcre. 

At Laval tlie leaders of the Catholic army ascer-> 
tained moi-e clearlv their forloi-n situation. It was here 
that for the first time the whole extent of the late disas- 
ter was revealed to their view. Thev found themselves 
not only devoid of ammunititm and artillery, hut des- 
titute ot food and clothing; and, to crown their misery, 
a fearful pestilence liad broken out among their en- 
feebled followers. Still, to remain at Laval was to 
invite certain destruction j and Lai-ochejacquelein, as 
the Blues approached, evacuated the place. 

Their destination was Ancenis, and the (leasants. 
approached the Loire with some little animation; but 
their march was a veritable rout. As tlifv w(!nt along, 
bagprage, women, and wounded were abandoned — in a 
word, whatever was troublesome to save. The Blues 
MOD despatched the dymg; and as l^eir own bulletios 
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remarked, tbej bad no need of scouts to ascertain the 
track of the enemy, for their road was sufficiently indi- 
cated by the number of corpses. 

At length they arrived at Ancenis, and occupied it 
without resistance; and there it was resolved to attempt 
the passage of the Lo'iv . But their only means of 
transport wore two little boats; and thev accordingly 
set to work to construct larg-e rafts, on wliich the ai-ni} 
niig"ht cross. On the otlier side lay tour lar^e vessels 
laden with hay, upon which every one cast a longing 
eye ; but no one was bold enon!>*h to attempt their 
capture. Then Larochejacquelein, with Storaet and 
ei{^hteen men, cast themselves into the two skift's; 
they landed safely on the other side, followed by the 
gaze of the whole arm^, who felt that the future de- 
pended on the success ot the attempt. Btit scai'cely hud 
Larochejacquelein and bis compfuiions set foot on the 
Yendean soil, when they were attacked by a republican 
patrol. The peasants fired otf their muskets, and then 
dispersed, selfishly consulting; their own safety, and 
careless wliiit became of their comrnrle?: on t]\o other 
side of tlm river. Larochejacquelein and StotHt't, 1o 
save tliPin-^f'lves from the Blues, weir r()nij)pllpd to 
hide themselves in the countrv. Thns tlie armv was 
separated from its leader in its greatest need ; and to 
complete the distress, a gun-bout descended the river and 
sunk the ral'ts; and at the same time the advanced goiard 
of Westermann made its appearance in the rear. 

The si&^ht of their dear country so animated the 
hearts of the Vendeans, that, weak as they were, they 
drove back the enemy; but the advance of the main 
body, under Westermann himself, compelled them 
hastily to quit Ancenis, and they took the roa<l to 
Nort. Two or three hundred men succeeded in cro<sin<^ 
the Loir** at Ancenis, and their g-ood fortune excited the 
envy of their comrades, numbers of whom foi^sook the 
expedition and souirht to save themselves separately. 
Others, relying* on the faitli of the republicans, who had 
promised an amnesty to ali wiiu would sui-render^ kid 



100 



LA VENVgE. 



down tUr snoa^ and were immediately shot. So tbal 
when the army entered Nort, it numbei-ed no more 
than seven thousand mpn. And even this small niim- 
hor wn^ soon dijiiinished by the departure of Foies^tiei 
and some other otiicei-^;, w!io forsook the main body, in 
spite of the reproaches of Muri^ny, to join an iusuri*ec- 
tion said to lie in course of orj»;i.'iisation in tlie forest of 
Gavre. The principal ofiicei's rt mauiing were Talraont, 
Fleurioty and Bonitssan; of whom Flem-iot, who has 
heea styled the Nestor of the Veodeans, was ehosco oom- 
mander-ii^chief in the absence of Lai'ocliejacouelein* 
Talmon^ tbmldnff himself aligbted by this elficcion, 
presently departed to raise the Bi*etons in the neig'h* 
Doui'hood of Laval. Hei-e he fell into the bauds of the 
republioaas, befm wbom be displayed the most noble 
bravery ; and he was subsequently g-uillotined in fivoi 
of the principal entrance to his own cliatenn. 

There were still many who, despairing* of a pas:^ag*e, 
would evm now have penetrnted af^ain into Brittany ; 
but tiie Abh6 Bernier combated tljat proposition, und 
the peasants chose the road to Savenny, still keeping* the 
Loire in view. At Savenay I h tu iot took such meastu-es 
of defence as wei'e possible ; but nothing could aveit 
tbe impending annihilatimi of the Catholic army. 

Pitiable indeed was their condition ; dying of hun- 
ger and fatigue — in want of arms, ammunitioQ, and 
dothing — they bad traversed a mai-sh, ofben tip to the 
middle in water, during a heavy fall of snow in tlie 
depth of winter, harassed by an enemy who allowed 
them not a moment's reoose, and of whose brutal it v 
they had received t^riible proofs; and now, benimed in 
between the Loii-e and the Velaine, and not I'ar from the 
sea, they were at the mercy of their foes. We may 
imagine their desfmir when, on the night of the 'JQd 
December, they found themselves invested on all sides. 
The soldiers weie fainting for want of re^it ; but just 
as they were about to lie down in the mud, shots were 
heard: In dcNg;ged desj)air^ they only said> ^tben we 
magi die intmft trntang" ina ai the call of their 
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chiefs marched fortli to battle. All hcFnour to the 
brave men — all honour to their chiefs, who at such 
a moment were wanting neither m words to encourage 
fMr sddie^tf nor itf, ener^ to lead them on to the tight ! 

Wateraunm and Kieber^ who had followed their 
pi-ey hi hot pwsnit, lost no tiste in attacking the ad- 
vanced posts. Lvrot, one of the bravest of the Ven* 
dean captains, ini^ied to encounter them, fdlowpd by a 
large body of hoi'semen ; and so vigorous was their on* 
Blaiight, that the republicans gavo way. But the main 
body comin"" up, the advantage was of short duration; 
although all the ppnernls, ^ifieuriot, Marigny, Piron, 
Des?essarts, mid Domssan, took up their ])nsition with 
promptitude ami viiiDur. However, darkness now^ be- 
gan to spread, night came on, and as a nocturnal battle 
offered tiie liest chance of success to tlie Vendean«, they 
began to entei tiiin slight hopes of escape. Westerniami, 
aware of this, with greater patience than he usually 
exlttbited, postponed the main attack till the morning ; 
by which thne the peasants were utterly exhausted, 
having been kept under arms the whole night by re- 
peated alarms^ amid torrents of rain. 

Dniing the darkness, some of the officers warned 
the women to make their escape with their children. 
^'All is lost," said Marigny to Madame de Lescui'e, 
who had follow(Ml the army through all its troubles. 
"It is impo^-^ihlf to stand tomorrow's attack. In 
twelve hours tiie army will )h' fxtorrninated. For my 
part, I hope to die in the detence of my flog. But 
vou — fly while vou can ! " She obeved. With Ma- 
diime de Donissan, under the guidance of the Abb6 
Jngault, she left the town some houi-s before the bat- 
tle commenced, and threw herself upon Breton hos- 
pitality. 8he lived to write that thriuine story of her 
adventures, known as the Mmairs of Madame de 
Jjaroehejacgnfhin, Nine years afterwards she mar- 
ried Louis, brother of Henri de Larochejacquelein. A 
great numb^ of women saved themselves in the midst 
af tha darknwM^ althotgh * few preferred to remain and 
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share the fate of their husbands or brothers. Many 
priests ini«jht have saved themselves ; but they stayed 
to exhort the soldiers, to confess tliem before battle, 
and bless them in death. The officers were equally 
faithfid. M. de Donissaiiy a man who bad shared all 
tlie dangers, and daimed none of the honoui-s, of the 
whole campaign, was entreated by liis child and his 
wife to share their flight. My daughter/' he replied, 
"save your child and yoiu* mother. I must remain 
with the array as long as it exists. Adieu ; take care 
of all that I love." These were the last words Madame 
de Lescure heai-d her father utter. As he had said, he 
remainetl to the end ; and died crying Mve Ic Itoil 
Dining that fearful ni^ht all prepared themselves for 
the last desperate struggle. Even the wounded drag- 
ged themselves into the ranks \ and the sick who were 
unable to stand caused tbemseWes to be tied on horse 
back and led into the battle. So that when the mom^ 
inir dawned^ the i^ics of the grand army still presented 
an imposing appesrance. At tlie first i < oi the sun, 
the republicans sounded the charge. Fleuriot cried, 
"Forward — forward! Vive le JRoi!" and the Ven- 
deans, repeating the cry, precipitated themselves on the 
eneTn\'. Tho shock was, as usual, so great, that the sol- 
diers of Kiei)f'r Mild West<'riii;inn fell back in astonish- 
ment at such unlooked-for inrrejudity. Tlie royalist 
chiefs perfonned j>rodig:ies of valour. Murig-ny, bear- 
iiiu' a whit^ Hag, wliich Matlame de Lesctn-e had em- 
broidered, specially (ii.stinguisbed himself. Thrice he 
cast himself, like a lion, on the ranks of the repub- 
licans; but to what avail all this heroic devotion^ 
against the oveiwhelming^ numbers of the revolntion- 
ary ai*my ? Westei^ann soon found himself sufficiently 
sti-ong to turn Sa venay ; he executed th^ manoBuvre with- 
out difficulty, and the royalists saw that all hope w;is 
frone, Fleuriot, then, crying, After me and the white 
flag !** rushed upon the enemy's line, holding a sword 
in one Ifand, and a floicr, pierced with a thousand hnlls, 
iB the other* The Vendeans followed, broke through. 
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the circle, and iiished into the forest of Gfivre. Ma- 
rig-ny and Lyrot, who had just seen Piron fall by their 

side, returned to Savenay, not with any view of hold- 
ings the town, but ofsavinir the lives of such of the 
women, old men, and children as had not tied during- 
the nigiit. As at Mans, tliese brave men succeeded in 
keefjing" the enemy at hay for several hours. Two can- 
nons they placed on the Guerande road, now throug-ed 
with fugitives. One brave cannonier, who fought by 
the side of Marigny, had sworn to Madame de Lescure 
that he woidd die aefendingp the fleurs-de-lis which she 
bad embroidered. In spite of all their eSatt», the car- 
nage of the unhappy women was dreadful. As far as 
Montoire the road was choked with corpses. A great 
number of the Vendean women took shelter in the 
wood of Blanche Couronne. Some days afteiwards, 
their bodies were found frig-htftdly mutilated ; never 
had the republicans been guilty of such atrocities as 
were perpetrated in that wood. At len«j;tli, when no- 
thing* more was to be gained by lemaining*, Mari^iiv 
and the braTe few who had served the cannon retired, 
ancMoiued ihose who had found a shelter in the forest 
of GWivre. 

After the battle, the Blues dispersed on all sides in 
pursuit of runaways^ and cut down without mercy all 
whom they found. It is impossible to narrate all the 
horrible fiacts which have been recorded; but soma 
ttv too characteristic to be omitted. In a moment of 
weakness or despair, twelve hundred Vendeans laid 
down their arms, crying l^vr In Nation I They were 
all shot. Another hand of hve or six Innuhed men 
was surroundeil : unable to resist, tliey all surrendered, 
and hcL-'LTed for quai-ter; a discharge ot musketry was the 
only answer they received. After the lirst volley, the 
commandinp" officer cried, "Let all those wiio are not 
wounded rise ; the great and generous Republic par- 
dons them." First those who had not been wounded, 
and then those who had been struck but were still alivci 
tt4X)d up^ and were all mown down bj a second round 
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So much for the generosity oi the Republic ! Near si 
cross which still stiirids b}^ the road-side, at some distc'iiice 
Iruia Montoire, some poor wounded fug^itives dropued 
down in sheer exhaustion. " Let us stop here," they 
cried; **wo e&nnot escape* hst us die, then, at the 
footof thA cross." Among them was an old priest^ who 
had watered the whole ttrad with his hlood ; for he hod 
been shot in his ministry to the dying. Like his 6o-n« 
panions, he too was unable to proceed iartlier ; but he 
said, Sleep you ; I will watch the meanwliile." The 
women with their children, and the men too, Inv down 
nnd shipt ; whih? the priest, not less exhausted than they, 
kii* It l>v the cross and wntrltH.d along' the rojul. Fui 
some hours lie continued thus prayinpf and watching* ; 
but no enemy nppeared. At last some runaways passetl 
by, cryiu<^, The Blut' are close behind — iiy I" lie 
instantly awoke the sleepei a ; and at his voice mothei-s 
arose with their children, and the wounded and sick 
sought to make their escape. But suddenly a pai ty of 
republicans appmed in then" front, and stopped the 
way. The oM priest then, in imitation of the Good 
Shepherd, who Inid down His own life for His sheep, 
advanced towards the Blues, and in a loud voice cried 
out, "Tliese wounded and imarmed men, these feeble 
women, these little cliildren, are not worthy of your 
weapons; I it is who deserve your vengeance— on mv 
head fall the wei^lit of your anger. For the shepp 
liave but followed their shephei-d. It was I wlio bade 
them take up arms in defence of their God and their 
king. Spare them, therefore, in the name ui uli that is 
honourable; and ki 1 me alone." 

Yon shall die firsts" said the officer oooUy, and 
• your flock shall quickly follow you and in a couple 
of volleys the priest and his faithful people were all 
slain beneath tne shadow of the citMS. A few of the 
republican oificei-s, feeling that these executions de- 
tracted from the honour of their victory, contented 
tliemselves with making prisoners of some of the insiu*- 

gents who iail into that jpower. But the re^Nrieve was 
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of short duration; they were all conducted to Nantes, 
and Carrier with his myrmidum sent them to the guil* 
lotine! 

Nat is this the eahparU sttttemmt of the royalists ; 
the repnhlicaos avowed their own atrooitiM. In his 
official report to the Committee of Public Safety, Wea- 
tennann thus aimoimoes his victory : *^ In obedience 
* to your orders, I have crushed the children beneath the 
hoofs of our hoi'ses, and massacred the women. They at 
least shall brinff tbrth no moi*e brigtinds. Not a single 
])nsoner can be laid to my charg-e. I have utterly exter- 
minated the enemy. The roads are strewn witli bodies, 
and in some places they lie in actual pyiiiuiiris. At 
Savenay the firing- was incessant; for evei-y moment 
brig'anas were coming in who thoug-ljt to render them- 
selves prisoners." This was in consequence of the 
amnesty promised to all who would submit ; upon the 
faith 01 which many left their hiding-placin and gave 
themselves up. Another r6]>ablican writer says : For 
eight days the Vendean iiigitives were hnnted like wild* 
beasts.'' Out of eighty or a hundred thousand souls, 
who, on the Idth October 1793, crossed the Loire at 
St. Florenty there were lelt at the end of the year but 
a few solitaiy individuals. Tlie men who had left the 
hV](l of victory to discharge their Easter duties, little 
thought of the dreary Christmas they sho^ild spend, if 
it were their rare fortune to survive at all. A few 
contrived to gam the Bocage ; othei-s o])tiiint d shelter 
amonp: the Bi-etons; but the vast majonty had fallen 
victims either to di5»euse; or laamie, or the sword oi the 
Kepublic. 

The fugitives who had escaped to the forest of 
GAvre must have died of famine and cold> but for the 
^erous hospitality of the Breton population. At the 
risk of certain death in the event of discovery, the 
peasants gave them shelter, and frequently fell victims 
to their own charity. In return for this kindness^ 
many of the insurgents of Anjou, unbroken in couiug-e^ 

and to the fi^^h/^M* fWjiifift MmAnioi) m thu 



Digitized by Google 



112 



LA ySNBliB. 



woods, and attached themselves to the various bands of 
Chouans which had ah-eady been formed under the 



in Nantes, and Nort, and othet towns, in which there 
existed many Christians ready to oonceal them at the 
risk of their lives. But no independent attempt wtis 
made to renew the expedition hejond the Loire. As 
an annj, the Vendeans no longer existed ; the rout at 
Sftvenay was not a defeat merely, — ^it was an annihi- 
lation. 

This disastrous eampai^i'n laptt^d sixty-five days. 
The movement cannot bo defended : yet success would 
probably have attended it, if the Vendeans had received 
any of the support they were justified in exj)ecting-. In 
the passage of tlie Loire, the chiefs had in view not* 
Merely an escape from an enemy in the rear; their 
object was to approadi the coast^ and so establish rela- 
tions with Enj^iand, and obtain from her reinforcements 
and ammunitioii* Tbey also reckoned, and with jus- 
tice, on a f»:eneral risiiirr of the Breton po{)ul!ition, and 
the immediate arrival of some member of the royal fa- 
mily. In all these calculations they were disappointed. 
The Enirb'sh fleet nppeared otf the coast of Granville 
n fortni^i'lit after the luckless attack on that place, and 
when tlie irisurireuts wore in tbe last extremitv be- 
neath tbo walls of An^-oi s. The Breti>ns joined them 
in very insig-nificant numbers; and not a sign of tlie 
royal princes appeared. The army, already virtuallv 
defeated, was thus thrown entirely on its own re- 
spurces, at a distance of forty leagues from home, en- 
cumbei!^ with a crowd of women and children, and 
surrounded with truculent enemies. And yet before its 
destruction it took twelve cities, plained seven battles, 
killed twenty thousand of the republicans, and took 
from them one liundred pieces of cannon, — trophies 
creator," as Dr. Alison lias remarked, " than were 
grained by tno vast alhed armies in Flanders during 
the whole onni]);(ip-n." 

^cj were^ indeed^ defeated. Still the gloi j cannot 
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be denied them of djin^ for their faith. It is possible 
that the presence of anEnglish force or of a royal prince 
mit^ht have saved the ortiiy ; yet the one wouldt have 
detracted ftcm the patriotic, tiie other from the reli* 
giou3 character of tne insuiTection. A forei"^ or a 
political element woitld have been introduced, and sullied 
the memory of an event which now glows with the 
merit of martyi doin. No assistance from Great Britain, 
nor even the personal countenance of tlie bouse of 
liouj'bon, could then have set the kini^* upon his lluone. 
But that for which tlie Venckans struggled they oh- 
tJiined. The expedition beyond the Loire failed, but 
the insurrection was not suppressed ; nor did it cease 
till the nation had restored to the west the liberty of 
the Catholic Church. 

La Vendue was not suodned. Charette, in the 
Bas Poitou, was still wn^ng'a successful war. It will 
be remembered that tliat general had quarrelled with 
BoncliampH, and had left D'Elb^e and the otlier chiefs 
to stand the bi-unt of the invasion with which the 
Bocng'e was tlireatened ; while lie himself planned and 
executed an expedition against the Tsle of ^oirmou- 
tiers. ' That atte-mpt was completely successlul : after u 
s.ijriit skirmish, he obtained, on the lltii October, posses- 
s.ou of Barbasti-e, a small town on the shore uf the 
island, under the couimand of Wieland, the governor ; 
and as the situation was extremely iavoui-able for 
commmiication with England, and anoitled abundant 
resomices for the army, he proceeded to ibiliiy himself 
in it. 

He had scarcely achieved this success, when his 
sfitisfaction wus damped by the news of the defeat at 
Chollet, and the passage of the Loire. At lirst he re^ 
fused to credit the intelligence : but he was soon com- 
•>elled to acknowledj^e his error in aljsenting himself 
from the main army ; for on entering- the Bocn<re to 
ascertain the truth, he met D'Elbee, escorted bv fil'teen 
huudied Angevuis, lying on luj Utter. Tlie wounded 

1 
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coTnmander-in-cliief accq)ted the place of rpfn«;t^ af- 
fordeil him hv the Isle of" Noirnioutiers: ami hither he 
retired to die in peace. But another lot was reserved 
for him. 

The passage of the Loir^ and consequent evacfna* 
tion of tbe 'Bwssotb bj tlie anem^, left Bas Poitcra also 
a little repose, wmeh Charette employed in organisinr 

his forces. He was soon, hameterf disturbed by G^ffl^ 
Haxo, who left Nantes at the liead of a column of six 
or seren thousand men. Shiocess at first attended the 
operations of the republican- commander, and Cliarette 

found himself hemmed in on the Isle of Bouin ; but 
the insur<rent'«, hy a convulsive effort, forced their ^vf^Y 
throug'h the eiiemv, and escaped. They then inmlc an 
incursion into the "Bocagey to raise the peasants who had 
not ciossed the Loire. 

At Quatre-Chemins they found themselves in the 

Eresence of a republican division of fifteen or eighteen 
undi«d loen. Charette diYided his troops into tvro 
columns, one under his own command, the other under 
Joly. He himself took the St. C^eile road, Jolv that 
fram Essarts. The latter, ready to engrage, and impa> 
tient at not seeing Charette appear., had recourse to a 
stratagem exhi})iting a depree of audacity rare even 
for him. Mountinq" a tricolor cockade, and command- 
inLj- n fow horsemen to do the same and follow him, he 
marched strai^-ht into the enemy's camp. To the Qvi 
r'fiT of the sentinels, he answered lit'pvhJ'ica'm, and was 
allowed tx) puss. Being* asked by some soldiers what 
news : " The battle is jroing to begin/* said he ; " the 
brigands ai-e not far off." " Have you any reinforce- 
ments V* I ha?e a column Hi amhush in the wood. I 
iK-ill return. Remain where you are.*' He gained the 
other side of the camp, carried off the last sentinels. 
I P iched Charettp, and urged him to attack instantly, 
lie then returned a second time throug h the ranks of 
the enemy, and reappeared with his own division. A 
limnltaneo?is fire from both sides first taught the Blues 
theii' mistake; the camp was soon taken, and the repub- 
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Ikiias ^ mmery, arms, ammiimtioii, and nearly « 
thousand men. 

It was Chai^ette^a misfertune always to We hia 
authority contested. From the day that he was cliosen 
to supersede Souchu to the present moment, he had 
always had to endure the presence of a rival. It became 
indi^pcri'^rthh' thevrfnro to elect a commander-in-chief; 
and, m spite of the Diitna uvres of Joly, Ciiai-ette was 
chosen. Joly was at fivbt much chagrined ; but, as he 
wus sincf iv]y devoted to the cause, he restrained himself, 
and, as fur as w as possible, obeyed. Tlie old soldiei"s oi 
the Catholic army were not, however, so submissive. 
They had notyeit learned Oharette's militaiy genius ; and 
ascnhing to bis secession l^e defeat at UnoUet^ they 
eould not reconefle themselves to ftis command; so that 
• the new general was often compiled to use violence to 
obtain recniits. But lie was mde&ti^able, and con- 
trived to collect in Haut Poitou a smaU body of three 
thousand infantry and three hundrtMl horsemen, which, 
to his infinite credit, he converted into efficient troops, and 
succeeded in keeping- under arms in face of gre:it liard- 
ships and a snpeiior enemy. From Poitou he passed 
into Anjou, in which province he counted on collectings 
the elite of his anny. Pierre Cathelineau, the brother 
of the saint of Anjou, was already at the head of a de- 
tachment: and he did not doubt but that the peasants 
would acknowledge his authority. But the arriTid of 
Laroehejacquelein and Stofllet defeated his calcuUitions. 

The general-in«ehief of the grand army, on finding 
himself utd his men on opposite sides of the Loire^ and 
unable to rejoin them, penetrated into the Bocage ; and 
after running ^reat risks from the republican patrols, 
having" once fallen asleep in the same inn with a 
j)?«j-tv of Blues, at lenrrth found his way to a body of 
insui-grrits in the noig^hbourhood of Cliollet, under the 
command of CJuirette. That chief took no pains to 
conceal his disph'n-Tii-e at Larochejacnueiein's unex- 
pected anival; i'ov he well knew that tne influence of 
the brave young hei-o was paramount iu Aniau. But 
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he acquainted him with his plan of attack upon Olioilet, 
aud asked him to follow in Lis train. Monsieur," re- 
plied Larochejacquelein haugphtily, " I nm accustomed 
to lead, not to follow and he withdrew. Eight hun- 
dred men itiioiediutely quitted Charetto's army to join 
tljeir old general, and the two Vendean columns turned 
their bae& on each other without having foiined any 
plan of camnai|^n ag^ainst the common enemy. As the 
tbrtune of the msnrrection declined^ its leaders appear 
to have exhibited less generosity of soul. 

After this interview, which took place on the 39th 
December 1793, Chai'ette i-etunied to his own country ; 
but not in time to save his sti-ong-hold in Noirmoutiei*s 
from tlie Blues. His nvareli wixs unmolested; but an 
incident occurred in connection with it wortiiy ot record. 
The enemy had despatched t]ii*ee hundred national g uards 
from the south oi" La Vendt'e for the purpose of watch- 
inp: his movements. Instead of Cliuiett^ and liis insur- 
gents, they 1( li Hi with a detachment of the army of the 
north, and joined it, sinking aloud the Marseillaise. In 
spite of that hymn and tneir tricolor cockades, they wei'e 
taken for Vendeans. Nor could they undeceive their 
c<)rn]*ades hy the most solemn protestfitions. The sol- 
diers insisted that they would not he tricked, that they 
knew how to distinguish patriots from insui^ents, and 
actually shot them all upon the spot. Charette, their 
real enemy, was far away on his road to Noirmoutiers. 
Dui-ing" his absence in Anjou, General Huxo had tra- 
versed the Mtirais in all directions without effect; and 
Turreau, u man for ever execrated as the oi-g-aniser of 
the infernal cuiunuis, had been sent to suj>ers«ede him. 
U{)on this Haxo determnied to attack the isle of Noii-- 
moutiers, an enterprise he had hitherto deferred from 
want of sufficient stre^h ; aud on the 3d January 
1704, the defenders of Barbastre capitulated, upon th« 
faith of General Haxo's word, that those who laid down 
their arms should save their lives, — and he was knowc 
to he a man of honour. Unhappily Haxo had nc* 
longer tiie command in chief, and Toneau ordered aL 
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the prisoners to be put to death. More than fiftoea 

hundred men were thus murdered 

The vnliie of their victory was doubled by the disco- 
very thafc D*Elb<';e was among- the vanquished. " Look," 
Baid one of the commissioners of the Convention, " here 
is D'EIbi'p "Yes," was the answer, "here is your 
gieatest loe j and had I been able to iig*.it, you hati not 
oeen here." " What will you do, if we give you youi 
life ?" " Commence the war ag-ain." Tnrreau at- 
tempted to worm out of him some information about 
the insurgents, but in vain ; he was much struck with 
his firmness, but conld not understand his religious 
principles. It seemed to him incomprehensible that a 
man of intelligence should attach the slightest import* 
ance to this or that form of worship. When he saw 
that notliing" was to be leai'ned from him, he ordered him 
to be shot; and after five days' torture, he was led out to 
the tree of liberty alonp: with two of his comrades. As 
the word was about to be given to the executioners to 
fire, one of the commissioneif? observed tliat there were 

only three victims ; the number four, as being* square 
and svmmetrical, was more agreeable to tlie eye." 

Well," said another, ^Hhere is Wielund, take hiiii.", 
Wieland was accordingly taken, although he was a 
sincei'e renublican, tied to the stake, and shot. The next 
morning the wife of D*EIb^ shared her husband's death, 
and showed herself worthy of her lord. 

Gharette, unable to succour Noirmoutiers, kept up 
a guerilla warfai-e in the Socage, harassing the Blues 
without suffering loss. " It is not an easy tlnn<^ to find 
Charette," said Turreau, " still less to make him tight, 
To-dav he is at the head of ten thousand men : to-mor 
row he has only a score of horsemen. You think he is 
in front, and vou find him in your rear. Yest^rdav he 
threatened such or such a post, and to-day he is ten 
leafnies off. Thuti be constantly derang'es vour combi- 
nations, and is ever seeking to sui'prise you by snatching 
off your patrols and killing your stragglers.*' Laroche- 
jacquelein too was at the liead of a numerous body oi 
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jhMirgent^ md obtained several victories over the re* 
publicans. Such was the statf» of La Vencipo when 
Turreau jH-oceeded to pwtin execution tiie dessiii'us wliieli 
had been laid down by the Committee of Public Saiety. 
But the account of his exploitj* must be ushered in bj 
^ iUfitUi j o^ Carrier and his nomads* at ^ant^ 
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CHAPTER X. 
fto of t«m widir Giiite aft Naiiiti--TlM iofenMd «dQ^^ 



IHOJif tbe fi»t MiOireikof libe<»rawsr, 
Nantet ImmI «kteed, oq aeeouiitof its 

poaitloii, the special 
atteutioD 4ifi im re- 
piiMicaiML C<«i^ 
BMiidii^lliepaaa- 
•||e of the Lou^y and affording easy communication 
with Eng-land by sea, it became of the utmost imijoi-t- 
ance both to suve it from fallin{<^ info tlie hands of the 
insurj^ents, and to imbue it with rf j»ublican principles. 
At ail early period of the revolution, tlie inhabitants had 
been able to aujinir the })robable fate of their town from 
the conduct of their judges, who, after acquitting a 
prisoner, immediately eoudemned him to death out of 
saar of a ehib of jaoobins, and to aava a^pearaneea pto- 
jiounaedaBewjud^naiit Soon after this infiMBOiisaDiiso 
of judicial power Nantes baheld 'her dliief offices 6Ued 
\jf miaereaiiti of the lowest of the paople, under whose 
govemmeot not merehr lojalianiy but eyen moderatism, 
aama to be consideiea a <rime worthy of death, and a 
great number of sincere republicans, but rich and advo- 
cates of a conciliatory policy, were led to the scaffold. 
It was soon a favourite maxim at IS'antes, that it njat- 
tered not whether a man was guilty or not, so long- as 
the Republic retpiired his head. The mass of the |k)- 
pulation weie rather favourable to the clubbists tlian 
othei-wise. Inspired with a teiror of the Vendeans, w he- 
had twica attenapted to lake their town, they reaiOly ae* 
quiesoed in tba dastmalMm of tiraaa who wera represented 
io la tUr aaaomplioaa. Mm was tha Ming of the 



Digitized by Google 



120 



LA YBNDiB, 



population, wlinn flip Coininittop of Piillic Safety wrote 
to Carrier in these terms : '* Go to Nantes, ana purj^e 
the city." T)ie NHiitesnien tlioug'ht thev had been long 
livin^" under a reign of terror; but in tact it was only 
now bejrinningr. 

The euiuniittee knew in whom they had placed coa- 
fidence. Carrier sun-ounded himself immectiately with 
a number of abandoned demagogues, whom he made 
his principal agents, and invested with formal funo< 
tions. with the asgistance of these men, he com- 
menced by Betting* up an oiiice for the denunciation of 
the YictimSy called the National Vengeance Office. The 
fivst class against whom he declared was one which the 
revolution had always considered as " suspected," that 
of the rich. Carrier declared them criminal, and ordered 
their wholesnle incarceration. "People! ])eople!" he 
cried, "u|t witli your chihs, and sii.a^h all those fat 
merchants, uil tiiose men who have growu rich on your 
sweat ; awfiy, break into their chests, and exterminate 
the wretches. People, you may dej^nd on my assist- 
ance in taking vengeance on all public vampires ! tlie 
ffuillotine shafi do justice on them all. I will set their 
heads rolling on the national scaffold !" The next day 
he said, Good mns-eulottes I all that the fat merchants 
have is yours. Show them np, and away will go their 
heads! " No proofs are necessary ; the deniuiciation of 
A good sanS'Cvlotte will he quite sufficient." The effect 
of such proclamations may easily be conceived. All 
who had anv thin"' to lose were instantly denounced; 
and so eager for prey were the bloodhounds ot" Cain'er, 
that false ciimes were unnecessarily invented, and tlie 
most frivolous pretexts were given when a hare ae- 
nunciation would have sufficed. Men weie seized and 
put to death for being the friends of the rich, or for hav- 
mg accepted office without a certificate of citizenship ; 
for bein^^ monopolists of turnips ; for having been do- 
mestics m some old family ; — on such chars^es the best 
blood of Nant^ was brought to the scfllfol£ 

Enconraged by the praiaea whidi he reeaved from 
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the Committee of Public Safety, Carrier rpdoul)led his 
cruelty. Ho oi tranised, under the twoluKl intrae of the 
Marat annv und the revolutionary army of Bi-utus, three 
coi'ps wortliy of thoii* leader, fiach had a distinct pro- 
vince and a particular title. The first was the Marat 
compauj ; the second, the American hussars \ the third, 
the spies of the Mountain. 

The Marat company was specially appointed to ar- 
rest suspected persons, and make domiciliary visits. On 
the day of their formation they swore death to royalistSt 
fanatics, dandies, monks, and moderates. Their pay 
was ten fi-ancs a day ; but they knew how to increaise 
it bv robbery. 

I^he American hussars were nepjos and mulattoes 
brought over to FrHnce as slaves from St. Domingo 
but of whom tlie revohition liud mtide citizens. They 
seemed to have no intelligence except for crime, and 
were employed chiefly in the wholesale executions. 

The spies of the Moimtain were chars^nl with in 
specting tbe environs of Nantes, and of ^ectmg such 
aiTests as they judged necessary. These were mosth 
German desertei-s ; and many of them wore a soldier s 
imiform, which they disgraced by the perpetration o« 
the most hon-ible crimes — ^buniing alive men, women, 
and old peoj)le ; dishonouring and massacnng" women, 
and fling-ing- from bayonet to bayonet, like so many 
balls, the IxKlics of little children before the very eyes 
of their nu ithci s, trom whose ai'ms they had torn them. 
One day a party of unhappy victims who had escaped 
from these spies of the Mountain went to beg for jus- 
tice of Carrier. Why did not you kill those J* 

he cried (giving them an in&mous name), " instead of 
letting them come here to bother me?** 

In consequence of the efforts of these different bands, 
the most honourable citizens were soon cast into piison. 
They employed a means as simple as it was expeditious 
to discover the enemies of the people, or, as they ex 
pressed it, to nab the rich, — p'ncer les riches. Report 
was spreaii of a conspiracy; che gMrale was beaten^ 
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«iid tliA Mm-^9ik€te9f die tnie «hlidnm of the natioOy 
repaired to their posie* But ^ rieh, the Belfish^ re- 
mained aft usual at home. The inference was obvious. 
All who would not tum out to suppress a conspiracy^ 
either must be actual accoinplieee, or in their heaits 
must wish it success ; and of course incun*ed the doom 
of conspirators. Notliing- could be moi-e simple ; f»n{l 
every available building m jN'ant^s was soon choked \\ th 
the crowds that were apprehexnied in so summai j a 
manner. 

To these innumerable victims, taken from the rich 
inhabitants, were adtled tlie Vendeans broug-ht in every 
day from the country, who had accepted the amnesty 
prochumed to oil who would lay down l&eir arms and 
acknowledge the Republic. The Nantes authorities ven- 
tured to plead the cause of Uiese unhappy men. But 
Carrier^ with an oath, replied, " You do not know voiir 
duty. I will hate you all guillotined if one of them 
escnpes." 

The question naturally occur«i, in what wny were 
these crowds of prisoners disposed of ! It «oon Lecame 
evident, that the national razor,'^ ns the guillotine 
was flippantly calU'd , was quite insutiicient to keep down 
the numbers, although a gi-eat many had been sent to 
I'aris. Carrier consulted his inventive genius ; and first 
tried volleys of musketry in the quarries 'of Gigant. In 
order to carry out this £orrible plan, he had, what was 
called, to regenerate Ms auihortiie$i some of whom re^ 
fused to obey his ordera. Their plaees were soon supplied 
by less scrupulous agents. Under their management, 
a large number of men, women, and children were 
marched out to the quarries of Gigant, an(] tl erc shot 
promiscuously. They varied the fusillade day b}^ day. 
Sometimes the mn«sn(^res were indiscriminate^ s<)me- 
times specin] ; sooietime?' tlte victim^ were all men, 
sometimes all women. Tiie bodies were for dnvs left 
exjwsed without any covering, t<»intin<i: the air nnd out- 
rflginf]'' decency. Some of the fusillades numbered several 
hundied^ of victiiU£>. 3e¥en bundled Vendeanb, and a 
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larg;© number of republican hoidiers jn«He prisonei-s by 
the Catholic army beiure the rout at Siivenuv, presented 
tbeoi&elves to the Nantes authoiities. The Vendeaiifl 
tjlaimed tk« anuiest}' y the Bluee begged either (;o b« 
penniltfid to return to their lnomes, or to taloe up arm 
£br tfa« Bepublie. Carrier bad tlwvi ebot indisegmai* 
aately. At another time five bundled weva vaafleacred 
IB tM aaoia v^. Tlie details \m. give* ia bi» own 
report to the Omivention : I'Lere have airived at 
Nantes," he says, " five hundred brigands, whom the 
inliabitants of the country seized in the net of laying 
down their arms, and asking' for mpr< y ; but the only 
mercy which can be shown the rebeisi m to give them a 
speedy death." 

Tne national guards ■Aud the troo[)s of the line were 
commissioned to inter the dead ; but the dutv was dis- 
chared so iMhat a burjing l^r^ w« socially ap- 
pointed for that eerrice, Tbwa anxuiaiiee to the revo* 
lutioiiaiy samy of BnitiM had so imieli oecttX)atlo&, that 
they eoald scarcely oast more than a few snorelfule of 
earth ovei' the corp ^ : and soon bands of dogs scented 
out tba Itorrible cliitinel-boiise, and regaled themselves 
upon human llesh. This revolting fact wits left imnoticed 
by the autliorities rill it was observed that morsels of flesh, 
and even whole limbs, were drag'<i'ed into the town, where 
they infected the air; and th<^n, l»ut not till then, an 
oi*der was issued comraMnlmg all do^s to be tied up. 

IS ut withstanding" this wliolesale ])iitc]ien', the guillo- 
tine was still iii mcessajit demand ^ and i>o lavish was 
the expenditure of blood, that tlie basin constructed to 
receive the stream of life was insalBdant ftr the fwuv 
]x>Be ; and it was necessary to form a oonduit between 
tba scaffold and the Loire. Twice the exeeutionm de>. 
manded an increase in pay, and twice it was admitted 
that, on account of the increase of kbonr, the demand 
was just. Sometimes Carrier gave a night exhibition; 
and a batch of headf* was chopped off by torchlight. 
^ And vet a thii d, and, if possible, still moi-e effiea** 

as^jA methodi was requiud iiar tb^ aatecntion of the vast 
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Dumber of prisoners still remaining aliTe. Car er there- 
upon invented tlie myades^ — an inhuman device with 
which his name will he for ever associated, and which 

casts into the shade the most atrocious of his other acts^ 
or indeed the woi-st cruelties of the other revolutionary 
tviants. Before, however, they were formally avowed, 

they had been once or twice secretly practi^e(i. On an- 
■no^mcirig' to tlip Convention tlie " rp^ireneration" of the 
IS antes authorities, Carrier concliHlpd his despatch in 
these words : " Ninety of those vvlioni we call refi-actory 
priests were shut up in a boat on the Loire. I have 
just learned, and the news is certain, that they have all 
perished in the river." Jt was pretended that tliis was 
an accident ; but in a few days a new noyade was re- 
ported in more express terms : Fifty -eight individuals, 
Known as refractory priests, were shut uu in a boat on 
the Loire ; last night thev wei'e all swallowed up. It 
is a true revolutionary stream, that LOU'C !" 

Honible to relate, it appears that tliis wholesale 
murder was due to an apostate prelate, the constitu- 
tional hishop Minee. In a special meeting- of the chih 
to which he belonged, lie declared that reason and 
jdiilosophy commanded him to break the ties which 
attached him to a caste to which the Republic owed all 
its misfortunes ; and that he did break them accord- 
ingly, and abjuied his priesthood. Many of the consti- 
tutional priests followed his example j and, according 
to the repOTt of a republican, it was soon di#icult to 
helieve that there had ever been in Nantes priests and 
saints, and an absurd religion called the Catholic. The 
priests who durst resist tlje general vote, were put on 
DOard n boat along with the refmctory priests who were 
ah<eady there. By a little rp]mblican ingenuity, a plank 
was easily detached. The boat filled with water on all 
sides at once, and sank with its pi-iestly cargo." 

Eight days afterwards was celebrated Xh^Jete in 
honour of the Goddess of Keason. Thf new woi-ship 
was inaugurated at iSantes by the dr()\\ iiinc^ of a hun- 
dred priests. Min^ celebrated the occasion by a grand 
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speech, m which he prunounced a panegyric on Marat, 
Lis venerable patron. Cunier gave a grand banquet in 
a Dutch galliot, from which t£e victims were precipi- 
tated, bound two and two tog;ether, into the water. 

Enraptured with the success of his noyades, Carrier 
determined to employ them more frequently. People 
of everv class, sex, and age wei*e now f ) suffer a mode 
of deatt lirst devised only for piiests. The Marats used 
to repair to the prisons, and bring enough for a freight 
to the Isle of Chavin'e, as they used jokingly to say. If 
the uij)iin>]>v inmates asked what they were wanted for, 
the answer was, " You will be employed in tlie con- 
stiiiction of an under-water fort." Whenever there 
were not victims sutftcieiit in any particular prison, 
others were brought from elsewhere to make up the 
number required. 

The patriots exerted themselveB to bring the system 
of noyades to perfection. At first they used to content 
themselves with throwing their victims into the water 
tied two and two together. As there was a risk of the 
cord breaking and the victim being saved, they after- 
wards sank the boat itself with the hatches down* 
There was, however, a dispute among the noyertrs as to 
which of these two methods was to Ite prefci-i ed — if the 
one was the more safe, the other was the muj e divert- 
ing. Carrier used to say, that one of the gi-eatest 
pleasures was to stand by and see the giimaces wliich 
H pi-iest or an aristocrat made in dying; and his myr- 
midons were mucli of the same taste. With a i-efine- 
ment of cruelty, the republicans were very fond of 
makmff a jest of the sutferings of their vicHms. Ofben 
instead of at once arresting a man, they would let him 
ran, and hunt him down. With the same object they 
invented the civic maniages, as they were <»dled, — a 
more horrible device perhaps than any that they had 
yet conceived. Tying two persons of opposite sexes 
tofrether in a stat-e of nu(h'ty, they h^fttliem exposed to 
the jeers ;ind laughter ot the crowd, and then threw 
them iut) the water. Modesty has no language to 
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?x[)ress the outragw wbioix were pei-petrated on the 
banks of the Loire. 

" The Nantese," said Cairier, " have the ancient Bre- 
ton spirit ; iron, fire, and water must nationalise their 
town. The guillotiiie) the (bsilhides^ftnd the nojades, — 
these were the iron, fire, amd water that were to do the 
work of r^^eratkm. But they were not his only 
ajfents ; peatdence was added to the dreadfal three. The 
air waa corrupted by the heap0 of unburied l odied, and 
by the pools of blood tliat flowed from the guiUotine. 
The water was tamted by the corpses that lay and rot- 
ted at tlie bottom^ and were washed up by the v,^aves, 
or drnc'*p"nd to tlie surface, as they wci-f* for long- after, 
by the ancliors of sliips. In vain the autliorities enforced 
the burial of the dead, and forbnde tlie use of the wat<ir 
of the Loire. The pestilence had betrnn ; and was bred, 
moreover, afresh in the filth and al)ominations of the 

ijrisons. From tlie prisons it spread into the town; and 
>y a just retribnlion the murderei-s died of the disease 
which their own cruelty had engendered. 

Many of the old convents had been turned intd* 
pinsons, and yet room was wanting for the inunense 
nrdtitudes who were arrested; so that a thousand were 
crammed into a space that was scdixjely large enough for 
three hundred. * It is not to be supposed that the pitr- 
lu6S ruffians cared to feed the wretches whom they thtw 
cooped up. The prisoners died alike foi- wnnt of food and 
of air. Nay, to give them nourishment or comfort of 
anv kind Was inevitably to incur the same fate. Nor 
was any attempt made to remove the dead, or to cleanse 
the floors. Imagination may depict, but decency for- 
bids to describe, the horrors which even a very short 
time must have produced in a hot and crowded prison. 
There women brought forth their children and saw them 
die, and there was no one to pity ; and died themselves, 
and there was no one to bury mother or in&nt A 
horrible stench bred an incurable fever, that oftsn 
spared the starvii^ wretches in the prison, and stmck 
doWD ridi iad poor outaide Pencdu onming in fiixtf 
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the street were ohaik seised with asphyxia ; and whetf 

the. authorities, from personal fear, desired to cleanse 
one of these dens, th^y were unable to frnd woi-kinen 
conra<>'eous enousfh to enter : none but tiurtv or fortv 
prisoners condemned to death would undertake the la- 
bour. These men, under a promise of liberty, performed 
it ; it cost some of them their lives, but the s li vivoi s 
were guillotined notwithstanding the pi-omise. " That 
wa8 dnly fkirP sdlid the Marats. 

The exact number of victims dimnrcGsmef^s i^ffid 
of terror can never be ascertained. According to tnd 
indictment against him, it was from ten to twelve thou- 
sand. But this is fai' below the real truth. Some time 
befoi* his departure, this execrable delegate of the Con- 
vention said, pointing- to the T^ire, " There are already 
two thousand eig^ht hundred brig-ands in the national 
bath and the expeditions to the Isle of Chaviree con- 
tinued lon«r after tliat. Hundreds were suffocated and 
stiwved ill prison, of whose deatli no one took ^ny account. 
Hundreds expired of famine — huntireds were daily be- 
headed by the guillotine — hundreds, nay thousands, 
were slaug1itereapell*mell in the Quarries of GKffant^ 
stabbed in the streets, or drowned in the Loire. Ii ever 
will the exaet number be ascertained tiH the awful daf 
when the g'l-ave and the ste five up their dead. 

So utterly prostrate was the town, that none dreamed 
of i-esistance. To withstand Carrier, or to be thoug-ht 
dcsirotis of withstanding^ him, was to incur instant death. 
When every one feared for his own life, no one was bold 
enoug-h to attempt the defence of othei-s j and when 
the Marats appeared with their summons, those who 
were called followed at once witliout delay or renion- 
sti-ance. Tliey iound it easie? to die than to defend 
their lives, and courage vanished, to appear a^ain only 

M. the semAd. 

At last th^ vay dregs 6f the populace sickened of 
bfood the clubs themseIveS| from which Carrier lui|l 
tielected his Marats, began to weary of the guillotine. 
This result was chiefly brought about by the exeeutiott 
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of the Biliais family. Tie head of the house, an 
member of the Breton parliament, lived on his estate in 
the neig'hhourhood of itantesy occupied solely in workf 

of chanty. He was denounced ana condemned, on the 
grouiul tliut lie had hai'boured a priest. On hearing 
his senten(?e, he exclaimed, " May our Lord give me 
grace to die a good death !" Some days afterwards 
the same sentence wns pronounced on his wife and two 
dauf^'liters, for liaving" endeavoured to keep the j>eople 
in the Catholic faith. Already acouainted with the 
£Eite of M« de Biliais, they heard tneir own with in- 
difference; and the people, observing their calmness, 
supposed them to be acquitted, and felt an involuntary 
pleasure. The next morning they were marched out to 
suffer; and they went reciting aloud the pmyers of the 
dying. On airiving^ at the scaffold, the mother de- 
sired only one favour — that she might die last, and feel 
STure that her daughters lost no more than their lives* 
Her ])rayer was heard. 

Anotuer expfnition also teiided to change the tide of 
popidar feeliiig, — that of four sifters, the , Demoiselles 
Mello de la Metairie. Deprived of both their parents, 
these young ladies had continued to live in their native 
city, devoting their lives to the care of the sick and the 
consolation m the poor and afflicted. No other crime 
was ever laid to their charge ; but it was enough to 
draw down ujpon their heads the fury of the patriots.*' 
They were denounced as exercising a baneful influence 
over their countrymen, dragged heibre the revolutionaiy 
tribunal, and condemned to be guillotined on the mor- 
row. The eldest was only twenty-four yeai-s of age. 

They were irnnif^diately taken to the dungeon of the 
Clock Tower, wliicli wns then used as the condemned 
cell; there all were iiu^H-isoned who had oidy a few 
houi-s to live. The ])hce was selected with a refine- 
ment of cruelty. Lying under the huge pendulum, the 
victims could count, not only the hom-s, but the moments 
which remained to them. They felt their life ebbing 
drop hy drop, and saw tbemsehres pushed, second bj^ 



Digitized by Gopgle 



CB. X.] 



LA VBND^E. 



129 



second, by the hand of time, into eternity. When the 
innocent j^ irls heard the door close upon tliem in their 
livinir tomb, they knew that tbe\ were shut up fi-omall 
hoi )e on eartli — they were heyoiul all human nid ; vet 
no groan of despnir burst i'l-om them. They ivll upon 
their knees, and prayed to Him for whose consolation no 
dungeon could be too deep: and tbcy |)rayed also to 
their mother, who had gone beibra them into heaven, to 
obtain for them grace to make a happy deatli. They, 
so young, so beautaibly for whom so many days seemed 
to be io store ! 

In prayers and tears and mutual embraces the hours 
passed on, tlie night fled, and day dawned ; at length 
the moment of execution nrrived. Steps were heard on 
the staircase leading- to the dung-eon j the door creaked 
on its hinges; and they flung themselves again upon 
the groimd and invoked the God of martyrs. Then 
rising, the}^ embraced each other, and in a firm voice 
said to the jailer, We aie ready." 

A Crowd had been assembled in the place tot several 
hours ; and when the four young girls appeared, a mur* 
mnr of pity was heard on all sides ; but this feeling was 
soon repressed, and cries were heard of Down with 
the aristocrats ! the aiistocrats to the guillotine These 
cries, at first raised by a few, wei'C taken up by the 
whole multitude, for each feared to be suspected of 
sympathy with the unhappy victims. The executioner 
could with difficulty foi-ce a wav tbroufrh the ci"0wd, 
but at lenj^th they arrived at tlie guillotine. The eldest 
of the fonr mounted first, pointing tow ards heaven as 
she embraced liei- young sLstei-s for the hist time. Jn a 
few moments she was there. The second and the third 
followed her with the same assurance. 

Only tile youngest remained. Her last moment 
. had arrived. She rose from the earthy and then mounted 
it, her turn the bloody way. The executioner, in oi-der 
to bind her eyes, took* her hands, as she held them over 
her fkce that'she might not see the mutilated bodies oi 
her Bisters. Then themaiden appeared in all the beauty 
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of her yoatb. She was but fifteen J€ttr& old ; and m 
sue cast her eyes towards hearea^ with a diviqe enthv* 

siasra in lier countenance, she looked like on ang^e 
leady to iiy away from tlio nhodo of crime. Even tlie 
executioner felt a seusjitiou of pity j and turuiiig to» 
wards the |^>eo[)le he ejuc^imed, is too yi>WIS^ sjifs 
is not yet fifteen I" 

" Mercy ! mercy !" they cneti Iroin every quarter. 
1 he Republic pm-(k>ns her — s>he k not yet old enouifh 
to die !" 

From the scaffold the joung girl said to the ciwd, 
<<I am more 1}iaD fifteen. Ifoa oare VSkA WQT sistei-s, 
and I am as guilty as they were 

**T^Of no?* replied we multitude; ''coq?^ d<»wii. 
You are paraoned !" 

I do not want pfirdon, I want to die," died the 
innocent child. "I see my sisters, tliey are ascend- 
ing" Tip to lieaven. They are calling me, tliey ai*e 
waiting for me. 0, have pity, executioner, and let me 
(lie. I am guilty — just as guilty as the}" were. I luito 
tlie Republic — I detest it ! Virc le lioi ! Vive Ic Iloi /" 

" Ah^ well, let her die, then," said a few voices. 
Let her die, then," said the crowd. 

The executioner, with a sigh, seized his victim ; and 
soon the angel had rejoined the ao&;els. The man of 
blood, whose yesj calling was mmtiery and who with 
the utmost indifterenoe had put so many innocents to 
death, conld never eiface from his mind the death of 
that young girl. The next moining he was absent 
from his post, and in a few days he died. 

Tlie people too, who had seen iloods of innocent 
blood flow like water, shuddered at the murder of the. 
tour sisters; and the tide of popular feeling- turned at 
last. Carrier was the only man unatfeeted. He joked 
as usual upon the v.»;ikriess of the executioner: and in 
spite of the demand ioi mercy, the i2"iiillotine continued 
its measured sti < ike ; still the fusilhidt ^ rattled in the 
quarries of Gigant ; siili the living cargo was swamped 
ii: the Loire. All longed for a cessation of bloodshec^ 
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yet no one dared to faeaid the tyrant ; and the reign of 
terror was onlj stoppfld at last Dy Bobespierre himself^ 
who had heard that Garrier was too indiscriminate ia 
his zeal, and who acoording^ly recalled his dek^tek* 
Yet^ strangle to say, the noyades oQatiniied after his 
departure; althougli his successors opened the prisons 
to a multitude of oaptives, who had little dreamed that 
they should ew again see the sun till they were led 
ioirth to die. 

Public opinion, now in its i*evulsion , demanded satis- 
faction for tlie crimes of the reigTi ot terror at Nnntps ; 
and the ngents of Carrier were an-aiinied before tho 
Paris tribunal. They demanded that their master, wia) 
still sat free on the benches of the Convention, should 
be placed by their side. Their pmyer was granted; 
an mdictment was drawn np against Carrier himself 
amid the acclamatioDs of tlia mnltitude^ and he was 
condemned to death. He died ptotestmg: his innocence ; 
and, revolting' as his words may be, they were in a 
legal sense true. He was put to death by his own 
accomplices ; he acted undei- the orders of the Con- 
▼ention, who condemned themselves in condemning- liim. 

The narrations of affecting suffering-, ot" Christian tbr- 
titudf, of |)rnvi(ient!:»l escapes that have been recorded 
are innumerable. Some ot" them we will h^^ve set down. 
In the niiUbt of all the crneltv of tlie tt i i ui ists, they 
awarded to the pregnant woman and nui-smg- mother a 
respite irom death. But this show of mercy only con- 
cealed the greater bai-barity. A iady named Maiiame 
De la Roche Saint Andr^ was arrested and condemned 
as a royalist She pleaded her pregnancy, and was led 
ha#;k from the scaffiud to prison. There she was safely 
drlivered) and ion some time continued to nurse her 
child. Thus the helpless babe pi-eserved the life of her 
who had given it life; and in the depth of her dungeon 
the comuanioos of Madame De la Koche Saint An h e 
bestowea incessant care upon the infant, on the trail 
thread of whose existence liunir the safety of its mothei*. 
Bu« in spiUi of tbeii* cajw, onit night it died, stiiied wiUk 
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the foul air in wliieh it fii*st drew its brpath. The next 
mornin^»*, the man em ployed to select the virtini'^ ac- 
costed the hemived hidy thus: "Your chiUl is dead; 
we only allowed yuu to hve that you might iiomish 
it; to-dav you shall die." In vain her sister, Made- 
moiselie de Janoii, beg'g'cd, as a «^ieat iavour, to le 
permitted to die in her stead. The niffians who sat 
on the bloodr bench replied, " No, you would be too 
happy to make the saorince and Madame de la Roche 
Saint Andi-6 was punished foi* the death of her infant, 
and died on the scaffold with all the resignation of a 
Christian. 

Although a great number of children were sacrificed, 
the republicans seem to hare made some attempts to 
save triem. Tlie entrepot was a huge building*, used 
Ix'tbre the revolution as a storehouse lor merchandise. 
lJiniu;i- the reig*n of teri-or it wiis turned into a prison, 
its j)ruximity to the river ftdii])tcd it for the noyades. 
There, on one oceasion, a va^t number of Vendeau 
women were confined, many of them with babes at the 
bi-east ; and it was announced that any women of Nantes 
who wished to save the children of theVendeans might 
be admitted to the enirepdty and that each might rescue 
one of the little creatures. A great number of charitable 
women rushed to the prison ; and the Christian mother 
can alone picture to herself the scene which ensued. 
On seeing tliem enter, the broken-hearted Vendeans fell 
upon their knees, and holding up their infants in their 
arms, appealed to the strangers to take them away and 
save them from a cruel death. But scarcely were their 
prayers heard, when they besought the stnmgei-s t^ 
restoi'e them again ; they begged to be allowed one 
last embrace, and then one more ; and the little children, 
struggling to escape from the strangers, threw them- 
selves into the arms of their mothei-s,and clung to theii 
bosoms, and refused to be taken away \ and then was 
the same scene of heart-breaking vasetj to be enacted 
over again. 

The widow of an insuigen was among the prisonen 
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who were to die the next daj. She saw amonjr the 
women who had come to the prison to save the children 
:t person whose appearance denoted easy ciroamstances. 
The widow thou»;ht she oonld not do better than con- 
fide her child to ner care. Madame/' she said, have 
pitY on me^ and ;ulopt my child." " Yes," said the 
unsown, " I will, and will educate him." " God hless 
you !" said the widow comforted ; " teach him to love 
&od, and imitate his father, who died for the king." 

^'Do not distress yourself," said the strjing'er, embrac- 
ing the cliild ; I am nch. He shall want tor nothing. 
I will tear 1 1 him to love and serve the Hepuhhc." 

" Give hini back to me ! ^ive me back my child !*' 
cried the royalist widow ; " you will destroy his soul. 
I had rather lie should die with me than live to be 
pervei-ted and forget God and the king." And with a 
mother's strength she snatched her child away, and 
together they were engulfed in the Loire the next day. 

Madame de Jourdain perished in the noyades with 
her three daughtei'S. A republican rushed to save the 
oungest, who was of remarkable beauty. He seized 
er as she was about to be precipitated from the boat, 
hut she burst from his grasp into the river. Falling, 
however, on a heap of eorp'^es, she cried the exe- 
cutionei-s, " Push me m ! push me in ! There is not 
enough water !" Her prayer was heard. This heroism 
was universal. A maid-servant of the Viscountess de 
Lespinay heard an officer say to her mistress, " Wait 
here till I return. I will fiing my cloak over you, and 
save you." He came back with lus cloak ; but by mis- 
take threw it over the servant. The poor girl might 
have been saved ; hut with wonderful gmerosity pointed 
out to the republican the mistake he had made, and 
herself followed the executioners. 

Notwithstanding the danger with which the least 
kindness shown to any royalist or Catholic was attended, 
tliere were not a few of the inhabitants of Nantes who 
braved the fury of the teiTorists, and concealed in their 
houses both priests and insurgents. A touching story if 
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told of the derotiott of two youngs ItuBes to aft tbhi vrh9 
htA boezi detiomiced by an oid sefaooIMoir, one of the 
most actiTe of the Jacobin party. The republican hftd 

1 professed a great fHendshir) for the priest till the revo- 
iition l)rn!(f> out, when the latter lofusod to take the 
constitutional oath, and was compelled to fly. He 
. took ref\ig*e in Nantos, at the house of two ladies, who 
hid liim ia a secret chamber, the very existence of 
which was nnknown to any but tliemseiTef. The re- 
publican hadj however, some ^^ll>|)!Clon that tliey were 
acquainted with his place of concealment ; ami by pro- 
'essin<i^ a gieat anxiety to save his friend, lie practised 
on their inexperience, and obtained fi-om them an ac- 
knowledgment of the troth. Unable to believe in such 
treachery, the poor women revealed the secret of the 
unknown chamber ; they opened the door, and showed 
the monster his prey. With a yell of triumph he 
pounced upon the priest, and dragged him forth to the 
tiibunal ; and the ladies, broken-hearted at having be- 
trayed their guest, suffered with him the next day on 
die same scaffold. 

The blood recoils at tliis treacherous conduct towai'ds 
a friend; but in those days the dearest ties, not of 
friendship only, but of blood, were forgotten. Tliere 
lived at Nantes two brothers, of whom the revolution 
i'ound umt a fencing-master, and the other a strident in 
a seminary, destined for the ecclesiastical state. The 
former became a Jacobin, and the latter Joined the flag^ 
of the insurrection in La Vend^ In one of the suc- 
cessful engagements of the Vendeans, the Jacobin Ml 
into the hands of a pai-ty of peasants who had sworn to 
be revenged for the ruthless massacre of their families 
the night before. He was brought before the officer foi* 
trial before execution. The wretched man hung down 
liis head, in anticipation of his a[»proaching doom. 
" Hand him over to tlie chaplain," said the judg'e ; 
*^ pf^rliaps in a few days he will convert bini." At the 
sound of the officer's voice, the criTiiinal looked u}) and 
caught his eye. The two brothers lecogniscd eaeii 
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other. In a moment the royalist forg-ot tlip difFerence 
of pai'ty, and embraced his "brother; but the Bhie re- 

{)ulsed iiim, saying, in a low voice, " Do not jaetend ta 
ove me; you hate me, and I detest you" " 1 swear 
by om- mother that I love } ou," said the other. " Theii 
prove it by sending me back to Nantes." " So I will/' 
said thd rojalist. ^*Let him di6, let ^im cKe,^' 
the peBSDOts ^ get out of the wftj^ commaiKfant^ and 
let v» shoot him/' " Not before you have shot m^,^ 
retomed the officer: ^'it dhall never be said theM 
was a Cain in our mnks/' At that moment came ftp 
Bernier the chaplain : " Why are you mlin^ Ott yonif 
ai'ms said he to the peasants. We want to miisli 
with that man. He is one of those wlio massacred our 
wives and children. We will avenge them." You 
cannot do it, my children, without crime." " We have 
sworn it," they cried. *^ Is it by this tliat you have 
sworn ?" replied the priest, dmwing; a cruciiix from liis 
bosom ; have you sworn by the cross not to have 
mercy /" The Vendeans were mute, and laid down 
their ai-ms. " God bless you said the officer^ " you 
have saved my brother. did Hot know he was 
your bitither, said Beniier $ I onlysaw in him a 
wretched man condemned to death. What have I to 
do in the camp but to preach forbearance ? There are 
enough here who ci-y vengeance ; I always ciy mei-cy.** 
llie peasants took up the woi'd^ and the men Who a 
moment befWe had oeen f<n«most in demanding the 
death of the pnsoner, now exclaimed, *^ Mercy ! mercv !" 
The republican was astonished;- but his pride levofted 
at fho indignity of being saved by a ])riest, and no word 
ot tliMiiks passed his lips. And on beujg- released lie de- 
parted without emlirucing his bi*other, or acknowled<>;in<^ 
his debt to the Abbe Bernier. 

Time passed on, and the fortune of war bi-'mght al'ont 
the annihilation of tlie grand ai my at Sa vunay. The 
royalist officer was one of those who lioa shai-ed the 
dangers of the expedition up to that fHiiut; end at tlie 
dose of the day he and three othei^ were all that 
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remained of the company of Lyrot. The latter were 

bent on regaining their village in the Bocage : he i-e- 
Eolved to seek an asylum at Nantes. He walked all 
night) taking advantage of the dai'kness to approach 
tlie town. In the day-time he hid among the thick 

huslif^'^ on the rond-side, and when evening came set 
forth nguin. " If my mother were alive," said he, 
*^ with what tenderness she would receive me ! But I 
have no friends. I have a brother ; to liim 1 will go. 
I once saved his life; ho will now save mine." This 
hope sustained his courage in the midst of the diukness 
and cold and i-ain of a December night; yet with a 
beating heart he knocked at his hrothei^s door. The 
republican opened it himself. '^0 my brothei*/' said 
tbe liigitive, I am come to ask an asylum." An 
asyUmT* said he with a sneer; **0, then, yoii fierce 
Vendeans, who were going to upset the Rej)uhlic, have 
jad to fly i Well, come in !" The royaiist entered. 
* Wait here till I have got my hat and cloak." " Whi- 
\her will you take me?" said the iinliappy Vendean, 
Don't you want an asylum? Follow me, I will take 
you tjo one." " But why not here, my brother? T am 
weak and faint." " Never mind ; follow me, and ask 
no questions," The poor wretch obeyed. His brother 
seized his arm, and dragged him along at a rapid pace. 
At length they stopped at a vast hotel. At a word 
fvom the republican^ the porter let them pass, and they 
entered ; they ascended by a superb stau-case, leading 
to a bed-chamber luxuriously fiiiiiished. Two women 
were preparing a bath .near the bed. On then* en* 
tinnce the women retu^Oi and a man came in. It was 
Carrier. In an im|ierious tone, he asked what they 
wanted nt that hoiu*. " This," said the fiigitive s 
brotlier, a l)i iu'and, a friend of priests, and a captain 
in the Catliolic army." Who Lrave him up to yoxi?" 
"Himself" "And how do vou know him?" "He 
is my brother." "Your brother?" "Yes, I have 
broi^ht him ; he came from Savenay just now to 
a&k m asyiuiii." Aud what do you want me to dc 
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with him?" "Put liini to death." At these words 
Carrier, wretch as he wns, stai'ted back, and ci ied : 
"What, A'oiir own brother?" "Yes, my brother. . I 
denounce him. I have done my duty ; now do yours." 
Carrier knew wLat these words meant : that if he hesi- 
tated, he shoold be himself denounced. Hi& natural 
thirst for blood aided his resolution ; and he called the 
guards, and gave orders that the Vendean should be 
taken off to the Boufky ; ^ and/' added he to the un- 
natural informer, "be at the place of execution to- 
morrow morning, and you shall see if I let the foes of 
the Republic hve." The unhappy royalist had no need 
of tbei^e last words to know the fate that was in store 
for him : but he onlv said to his brother, " Is it so you 
repay me? you, wlio owe your lite to me, give me up 
to death ? Adieu ! to-niorrow vou shall see my blood 
How." He spent the night in the dimgeon, ])raying 
God to have mercy on tlie miu'derer, and to give him 
grace to pardon him from the heart When he was con- 
ducted to the scaffold, the yerj crowd were filled with 
horror at his brotlier^s crime. Before laying his head 
down, he said, " For our mother's sake, and tor the sake 
of God, I pardon you.** " And J,** replied the fratiicide, 

curse you. Go into nothingness; and let me heai- no « 
more of your God." The next moment the Vendean 
died, praying with his last breath for the unnatural 
brother who was the cause of liis dpath. 

Of tliH mnltitndes who were pluxig-ed l iriipath the 
waters of the Loire, few ever escaj»ed. When they i-ose 
to the surface, there were always in readiness some 
inhuman wretches to cut off the last hope from the 
gasping victims. But instances of mu*aculous preser- 
vation were not unknown ; and more than one heroie 
Christian constantly devoted himself to watch for tmy 
bodies floating down the stream from which life was 
not yet extinct. The story of the Abb^ Landeau, curd 
of St. Lyphar, is not the least aifecting of these eases. 

This good priest had lain long in the ])risons of 
Nantes^ and had seen a vast numb^ of his brethren led 
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the fatal voice wliich awoke the wtUBMk He rose in- 
' 8t$iitly* 3y l ""ide lav an eld jNtiestj who was ulao 
summoned. Tiie Ahlm iModrnxi ftti'etetoi out Lis hand . 
to him. The old veligim, with a smile, laid, Uy 

brotiier, I accept your support. We have long siiffei-eit 

tOg'ethHr: «»!ve nw youv ni-m for our last journey." 

Enibracmg iiw. ju i* mid they were many, m"1io 
were not yet suniiaoiied, the two friends left the Jlri^on, 
and were dragged thi'ougli the Mkiit strtH-r^ by the 
natiomd executionei*. Not a word wsis> brejttlK J, not 
a sound witi> uiaile, lest the pity of the iiihabitaiits 
should be rou^d ; — ior the noyadea were a^ yet in their 
infancy. 

At length they oeme to the Loiie^ nrhere they 
found a ho^ in i^Mkdineee. A few of the priests w«ra 
still ignorant of theii* destination. ^ Where aire you 
going to carry us/' they asked ; to Spain, or to 
Cayenne To this question no answer was retiu-ned 
hut a leifocious laugh or a grim i)lea8antry. Im|«tient 
to accomplish tlieir work, the executionei-s huriied 
tliein on Ixmrd with blows and insults ; after which tliey 
shoved ofl* into the sitrenin. The victims were most of 
them shut up below ; but a few, among- whom were tlio 
abbe and his friend, were left .standing- on the deck. 

It was a calm and beautiful night, tlie stars were 
sliininuf brightly, and the boat fell meiidv down the 
stream, as loi a fete. Suddenly, m the stillness, was 
heard a voico^ crying*^ ^Citiaens, rid the Hepublic of 
its foes r 

At this order, the executioners, who had nppeai'ed 
to be asleep, cast themselves on the wi^tched [iriests^ 
tied them two and two together, and, opening the in* 

fernnl plu<>-s, pushed them ovcrljoard into the rivei-. 

The ahho was precipitated h-om the deck tied to 
his old prison companion. Together they ci ied, as they 
were falling*, " Meitjihil God, have pity on us, and i-e- 
eejve m UJg^ither Theii* pi-ayer rose to heaven along 
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with the groans and cries and ejactilations of scoi*e8 
of victims. Thd noise was terrible. The unhappy 
wretches, before sinkings, beat about in the water. Some 
tried to elimb up again into the boat, but thi exeon- 
tionei'Sy with their boat-hooks, pushed them back into 
the Loire. To the mtdet of the tumtilt and confusion^ 
the cord wliich bound the two gMts became loose. 
The^ did not> hoifeyer, separate. The abbd was strong^^ 
and knew how to swim : he fltHl continued to support 
the old man, and for some time both entertained the 
hope of hvlnu: sared. But at last tlie old religrious 
said, My strength is exhausted; let me q;o. Why 
shotild we botli drown?" and he attempted to untie 
the coi-d. The abbe perceived it, and said, " I will 
not leave you, 0 my brother; T will save ton, or we 
will peristli to«»-ether. Mount on my back. J^erhaps we 
shall fall in with some fishiug-buat. Let us hope in 
God, who saved Jonas." 

The old man obeyed; hut tmfortuiiately the spot 
selected for the execution was one of the widest iKurts 
of the Loire. The banks Were a long way off, ana the 
sti-engfth of the abb6 was well-nigh e xhausted. The 
religious saw it^ and with one Wovdf Adiea ! let go, and 
was can-ied away by the current. 

The abbe had liitherto been sustained with the 
hope of savinp: his nu'ed ])rother^ and now was ready to 
give way in despair at his fate. A t the dead of night, 
in the midst of the waves, what coidd be tlie use of 

Erolonging the straggle ? And even li" he were saved, 
e would live but to encounter new perils. Better 
the death of martyrs than the life of the dungeons. 
Such were his tboudhts, when he heard the sound of 
a boat not iar off. ae strained his eyes, and distin* 
guisfaed a sail through the gloom, and the tigore of 
a sailor praying. l%e priest swam so that the boat 
should pass by him ; and when it was close, itiised his 
cold band oat of the water and placed it on the sailor^f 
arm. The man started. " Have pitv on me," said 
the abb^i am reedy to sink." Uold m hy ihm 
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boat/' said the other; ''I have tiro strange passengen 

OB board. I will g*o and see if they are sleeping*.** 
Presently he retunied, and pulled up the abl)6 into the 
hoar, ana hid him under a heap of sails, "Don't stir/' 
said he, till the passen^-ers Inive g-one asliore." 

After some hours they touched at St. Nazaire ; and 
the fishernmn roused the abbe, and said, ^' Now we are 
alone, monsieur; g^t up, and take xtma Ijrandy, and pui 
on this cloak ; my wife will be j^iad to know the use it 
has been put to. Often at night she says, ' Good man, 
let us get into the boat^ and see If we can find any poor 
wretches to save ;' and we frequently see the bodies of 
the people who have been drowned floating down the 
stream. With our boat-hooks we pull them into the 
boat. Sometimes they are women and children — some- 
times priests, tied two and two. And there are at 
Nantes good people who let us know when there is 
going to be a noyade. Then we push otF, and wait 
for wlifit may pass. And the good Hod lias ])lessed 
our labour: we hare saved one woman; her clothes 
had kept her up. Another time my sou saved an old 
man.*' 

Tlie sequel to this histoi-y is lou interesting to be 
omitted, although not bearing on the particular subject 
of this chapter. But it illustrates the fervour of the 
Catholics during those times of persecution. The fisher* 
man was afi-aid to land the abbe at his own destination, 
on account of the vigilance of the Blues; so he set him 
ashore higher up, and showed him the way to a cottage 
inhabited by trustwoi'tliy fieople, giving him a piece of 
paper, which he was to show the man who opened the 
door. He tlien asked his blessing, and left him. The 
abbe reached the lionse in safety. An ohl man opened 
to him, but started b:iek in a triglit at his stranii'e ap- 
pearnnee. But when he saw the paper, he made liim 
welcome. We have agreed among oui-selves," said 
he, "wiien we have saved a priest, to give him a leaf 
out of one of our prayer-books, as a token to all li t<j 
Clu'istiaus.'' He then gave him food and a bed. 
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The next morning the fisherman's iamilj came to 
lee the priest. They were oompelled to have recourse 
10 a thousand stratagems to disarm the suspicions of the 
tepublicans. It wanted two days of Christmas; and 
the good people, who had not heard Mass for so long*, 
•ntreated the priest to oiFer the holy sacrifice for them 
on Christmas niLrht. He gladly consented. There was 
no church in which to celebrate the mystenes, and tlipy 
were compelled to choose pu old barn. The women 
of the village decorated it during the night befoi e : 
, hangings were spread all round ; a rustic table, covered 
with the whitest linen, served ibr the altai- ; branches 
of holly, with their red benies, were placed upon it j 
and an ebony crucifix^ and two rosii^ candles in iron 
candlesticks; comnleted the equipment of that lowly 
' sanctuai'y. Without doubt it was not despised by 
Him whose birth in a stable it was designed to com- 
memorate. 

The hour which recalled the greatest of mysteries 
arrived ; each family of the hamlet awaited 'he ap- 
proach of midnight, assembled round the hearth relat- 
ing- old stories and singing; Christmas carols. Then 
singly and qnietly the faithful re|vaired to the barn, 
which liad been prepared for the tt ^tival. With what 
piety they knelt belore that humble altar! and with 
what courage! for to assemble thus for prayer was a 
crime worthy pf death. The shepherds who heard the 
an^ls announce the birth of Christ had not more 
livel Y fe ith. 

When the priest appeared before the altar, sobs and 
tears burst forth. Scarcely three days baa elapsed 
since he h^d been snatched irom the very jaws of 
death ; and this secret assembly micht involve them 
all in the horrible fate horn which he had just been 
rescued. According to usage, the abbe said the three 
Masses of Christmas ; the congregation r<'ceived into 
tlieir hearts their incarnate Cod ; and wiien all was 
over, returned to their own homes, confideiit tliat mi 
uniriendly eye had watched theii* proceeduigs. But a 
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republican peafiaot was awai^e of the peeenoe of a pinest 
in the village, and gave notice to tne autlioi'ities. A 
iigorous $eai-jch w^s instituted, and tor some days the 
j)nest was hidden in an oven. At night the good 
fisherman and his vvii« In ought him out, and lavished 
upuii lum all their caiie; hi the mwum^ he was restoitnl 
to liis hiding-place. 

In this hamlet thie abbe Hved "^ill tha days of per- 
secution wm over. At leogth tha iaxm came vliefi 
Vnauie permittdd hear «ehildfeii to vopship God. Th»u 
]m tanner umHwmn ^ dt* hyuhw, who kmw that 
their 0ar4 bod heeo $ai¥idd by tho iisherman of tlje 
Loire, repairfid in gm^t numbei*s to the village, and 
entreated him to v^imi to his old church. He obev(*d 
tho call of duty, and tlia dajr of hm r^iuru was lixe(f. 

From tiie fii'St dawn young men came flocking in 
from St. Lyphaf, dressed in their gayest attii e ; later 
arrived the ancients of the ])nnsh, leading- a lioms, 
ftadiiied but without a rider, destined for the cm-e. 

Before leaviufi" the fisherman's ]nit, the abb^ raised 
U cross ijard by, and prostrating- iiiiiLseif in prayer, he 
and all the multitude invoked God's blessing on the 
fiunily wliich; at so g-reat donger, had succoured him. 
Then ther set out, conTersing on the firtuee of their 
tMstor an) the wonderful dealing* of God toiraiids hini. 
Wii^ they draw near to Lyphar, and the ciir6 saw 
tiie to«rer of the old ehnrch in toe hoUow, he exclaimed, 
"0 my God, remove me no more from this village! 
Let me die here in peace !" " May you live long," suid 
the peasants, " to oring up those who have been bom 
in TOur absence !" Presentlv they saw the women, w hu 
had come out to meet the {)ro('ession, bearing- their in- 
fants in their arm?*. The old cure blessed them witji 
teflrs in his eyes, and the procession swelled as it ap- 
proached the town. At tlie entrance were drawn up 
all the sick and inlirm, who had not been able to meet 
their pastor sooner. Tliere aLso were stationed two 
ether priests, bearing the golden cross and banner be- 
«ngmg to the pariah, and wbieh thay had wwofladfld in 
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luding from the revolutionists. Then tlie choir burst 
put into the psahn, " Blessed is he who cometh in the 
nafiie of the Lord;" which the crowd took up in their 
turn. And soon the cu^^^ck; surplice, and cope wei-e 
placed OQ the shouidesrs of the priest, and tlie pro- 
eofitton turned toinwd^ the cbura. jSo gi eat w^b bis 
fanotioD, that be ww iMHnpeUed to Uva on tbe ariufi of 
tbe pries|» on either side* 

Presently the 61*068 %ad banner are lowered to enter 
the chui ch ; the dooi-s opeSy and the old priest adymceR 
to kiss tlie altar of \m jouth. The tapers are lit, and 
tlie incense rises, and a great silence reigns tlii-oughout 
the congTegation : the thanksgiving commences ; and 
wliile the words Tt* Devm hiudamm arf^ cm his lips, 
tlie ])i i< :-t sinks to the ground. Tlie canticle which he 
had coninienced on earth, he had g-one to hnish in hea- 
Ten; for God had called him to lliiaself. 

The reign of terror at IS' antes sttind^ out from the 
page of bistoiy with a fmf^ prominence \ hat tb2V)iigb** 
out tbe department of the west tbe gnillotine and tbe 
iiislUades weie lon^ in ooostaat use. Some daji after 
the siege of Angei-S; Westermann pifodevoied an am- 
nes^ \ and tvefre bundled Vendeans put faith in his 
wordy and sun*endered theniselves^ wit& thmr childmi 
and wives, to the republicans. Tbey were seized and con- 
fined in the cathedral, for the prisons were all fiill ; and 
there they were left for several days, — a crowd of eveiy 
sex and age, without food or covering-. At last the 
twelve hundred men were taken out and led to the plain 
* of St. Gemmes ; when there, they wei-e marshalled by 
the side ot an immense dyke ready excavated to receive 
their bodies, and there shot. The children were all sent 
to the coral Ashing," at Nantes, as tbe Aogevin oom* 
mittee facetiously termed the noyades in tbeir letter to 
Carrier. Tbe women were put into a separate priscm^ 
which most of them left oalj to be executed. Accord* 
lag to the most tnistwortbj acoounts, about three thou- 
sand four hundred persoas were masFnci cd at Angers, 
besides an mdoiovii immber al tbe Ponts-de^j tm ^ 
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the Port de PAncra, and at Erign^. Similar atrodtiei 

took place at Dou6, at Saumtur, at ICaiis, at Laval^ at 
Brest; and at Rennes* At Rennes they compelled the 
children of the royalist prisooers to perform tlio ofHee 
of executioners; putting the muskets into their little 
hands, they made them tnkp aim with we(M)in2' eyes. 
But the unhappy boys turned away their heads and 
fired. Their fatliei-s only suff«»red fhf g^i-eater tortures 
from theii" want of skill ; and the revolutionists derived 
a donlile pleasure from the novelty of tlie execution 
uiid the prolong^ed suffering's of their victims. At 
Vannes, at Redon, at Antrain, the {piOlotiiie was in 
incessant operation. Besides the exceptional tribunalB 
established in all the chief towns, there were movable 
committees, which adjourned their sittings from place 
to place as they might he wanted. Every where prayer 
was consiilered a crime. To regenerate the human spe- 
cies by draining their blood, — this was tlie maxim of 
the day; and for several months the departments of 
the west saw it literally executed. 

Turreau, the new general -in- chief of the re|)ub- 
licans, was an officer of no mean ability; and it did 
not esca[)e him» that the Vendean leaders, notwith- 
standing the multiplicity of their attacks, possessed 
very restricted resources, and were nowhere assembled 
in any force. He determined to prevent the concentra- 
tion of their strength by simultaneous action on every 
part. With a view of showing himself every where at 
once, and extinguishing the sparks of insurrection as 
tl i ( y arose, he divided nis army into several columns. 
He also gave orders that the republican communes, 
whose com'age was not undi?]>nted, should be dis- 
armfjd, lest they shoidd l)e attacked and beaten by the 
cnemv ; that all neutml inhabitants should be banished ; 
and tlint the supplies of the country (j-Tanij forajre, and 
cattl") sliojdd be seized. Entrenched camps were to 
be formed in the chief positions, and gim-lmats were 
eet to |)ass up and down the Loire ; ana thus La Ven- 
was to 1)6 cut off from Biittanyi and its se^erJ 
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provinces isolnfpd fi*om each other. TuiTeau's phm was 
to starve out the insurrection, by ^-^hntting* up all pos- 
8ible channels by which the country could be sup* 
ported. 

To the various generals wlio were to be intnisted 
with its execution, lie issued an order, of wliich the fol- 
lowing is an example : — 

LIBERTY, FRATBRNXTTy BQUALITT, OR DEATH. 

*^ General Huch^ will depart at once for LuQon ; he 
will take the coramand ut all the armed forces there 
and in the neighbourhood. He will then seize, by all 
military means, all sapplies and foragpe, on fais right, 
ihym St. Hermine to Ghantonay; in front, as far as 
St. HUaire de Vonhys^ La Chaisey and Ghatean-Fro- 
mage ; on his left, fi'om La Roche^sur-Yon to La Glaie; 
the whole inclusively. All siijiplies which he may find, 
he will lav up at LuQon, as also all homed cattle. As 
noon CIS fhe seizures have hem rffecfedj all the townSf 
villageSj Iidwlef.^, haVf^ncs, and milh, wHhout any ex- 
ception^ nhaU. he hunud; the inhabitants who shall be 
Imown to have taken part, dirpi"fly or indirectly, in 
•Jie revolt of their coimtry, shall be exterminated on 
;he spot. 

(Signed) Turreau, General-ifhehiefT 

Ordei*s precisely similar were given to each of the 
twelve generals in command of the expeditionary co 
lumns; so that tlie whole province was parcelled out 
for destruction. Thirteen towns were at fii-st excepted 
ffom the iire-warrant, although aU were to be subjected 
to pillage ; but eventually several of these shared the 
i^neral fate. It was the peculiarity of Turroan's inva- 
sion, to pass over the claims of any person or thino- to 
exemption. Thero were several communes which liad 
never taken part in the insm-rection, and many repub 
licnns who had all along opposed it ; but no distinctiop 
was made between Blues and lioytdists. The general 

I. 
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direction? given bv each g'eneral to liis soldiers wene, 
Bum every Jiving thing, and extenninate at th« 

g)int of the Layoriet all the inhabitants you meet." 
y the reckless bmtality with wliich these orders were 
obeyed, Turreau's ti-oops justly acquired the designation 
of iJts infernal cohmm. 

Any recapitulation of the outrages which were per- 
petrated by the infernal columns, would bo hut a eata*- 
log^e of hntcherres and pilla*^. Neither age ndr sex 
wero spared ; and the most horrible injuries were in- 
flicted on helpless women. Dishonour was invaiiably 
followed by a cruel death; and dermry forsook the 
very highway. Robbery was carried to its height 
Many of the common soldiei*s acquired sums of fifty 
thoTisand francs and more ; and were to be seen covered 
with jewels, and living in riotous luxui y. Chapelain, a 
republican of rank, thus speaks of Grignon, one of the 
twelve generals : ^' Gngnon told me, that on entering 
La Vendue he had swoiii to kill evei-y one lie met; 
that a patnot could not be supposed possible in that 
region; and that, at any rate, a patriot^s death was 
of little consecjuence, if the pnblip safety demanded it 
One day he said, * How clumsy they are! They begin 
vntli killing. They ought to extort the money first uy 
a promise of mei-cy ; and wheu they have obtained what 
th(^y can get, then kill all the same.' 

Of the same general another republican officei 
writ^js : " Grignon sacrificed to his rag'e w]iute\ er he 
met, and the massacre was homble. At one place, 
under the ridiculous pretence that an altiU'-cloth found 
in the belfry was a Hag- of the brigands, he slaughtered 
the whole municipiiiity, though they had presented 
themselves before the aj*my decorated with the repub- 
lican scarf; and also all the good citizens of the com- 
mune who had joined the national guard. He satis- 
fied his ra^ by the indiscriminate massacre of eyerj 
individual lie Oduld find^ and the burning of nunv 
beriess hous^ The same honors attended his whole 
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General Dufour was accused of tbe same wholesale 
pOla^e of republicans and royalists alike. C^neral 
Httcue's oondiiet was thus denounced : " The barbarous 
ord^ ef General Huch^ are expressly aimed at the 
lienublic . . . Universal alarm lias seissed on all hearts. 
Tlie rights of the man and the dtisen are otitraged by 
a monster, whose conduct, we are bound to say, sur- 
passes the cruelty of Nero." In consequence of these 
excesses the authorities of Lnron phiced him under 
aj'i'o^L ] urtliwith the comniissioners decltired tlie town 
suspected, and placed it in a state of sie^e. Thus did 
the Convention sanction the worst acts of its officers. A 
muiiicipal officer, sjyeaking" of General Gi aininont, says, 
that his culumu slaugiiteied old men, women^ and 



priests being spared : and when any republicans came 
to complain, he used to answer: '^You may think 
yourselves very lucky you have not been shot with the 
lest!" In a formal complaint agtiinst General Com- 
niaire, we read : *^ Every day Commaire is seen to take 
the first children he meets, — oftsprin^ of republicans or 
royalists he cares not, — seize tiiem by one lesr, and 
cleave them down the middle, as a butcher cleaves a 
sheep. His men do the same." Of General Amey it 
was said, " He caused tlie ovens to be heated ; and 
wlien they were hot lie cast in women and children. 
We expostulated j and he ^ave fur answer, ' That is the 
way the Republic likes its bread baked.* '* 

Oordillier wrote: ^^Independently of the oniveraal 
eonfla^-ation which is still raging, I hwre^asied up tha 
hedge {Le» shot) about six huniued individuals of both 
sexes.** 

Duquesnoy sums up his own campaign with the fol- 
lowing coniession : I consider I have destroyed three 
thousand men, of whom two thousand were under arms. 
At Les Hertiers I had more than a hundred men slain, 
without counting* the women." 

Gi'ig-non, against whom we have enumerated the 
t<istimonifts of othe^^ thus speaks of himself: On our 
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way my rear'gpiard bumed a number of mills and farms, 
slaying: men and women. I bumed St. Lambert, and 
slew a quantity of men and women." Yet, sti-ang^e to 
gay, even Gi-ignon had his moments of weakness ; for 
wliicli be inr lined the I'cproof of more consistent re- 

f)ubl icons. One day he failed to shoot the whole of 
lis |)rey ; i\nd Francastel, a commissioner, exclaimed^ 
" What I |>ri.>oners in La Vendue ?*' 

The infernal columns were not wanting in the 
same ing^niu^ which invented the noyades of the 
Loire. . • 

In revenge for the teirible defeat of the army of 
Mayence at Torson, thd neig^hbourhood of Clisaon was 
made the scene of a massacre equal in atrocity to any 
thin^ which Carrier ever devised. A crowd of men, 
women, and children, to the number of two hundred — 
some sf>y four and even five hundred — driven by the 
ilames, which Imd destroyed tlieir coftag-es, took reftig'e 
in the vaidts of an old chateau. For several weeks 
these iinli;»)>py people remained in the damp dark cel- 
lars, Witluiiit onee darin<2' to venture out. At nig'ht the 
children hud to go out to obtain food. At the least 
noise they had orders to retnrn j and they were always 
closely qnesticmed as to what they had seen and heard. 

We have been nothing* hut t£e £res all round the 
country/' they generally i-eplied; ^'and heard nothing 
but the noise of the river, and the wind among the 
trees," 

But one evening a little girl was surprised by a 

party of men concealed in the ruins. The moment she 
saw them she threw down her bundle and ran away. 
They w itched her, and saw her enter a dark j)assage. 
The poor cliild narrated to the terrified people wliat she 
had seen; and the soldiers outsitk^ heard tbe dull mur- 
murs of alarm which followed her recital. With sava2:e 
joy they sent off" for assistance ; and the men ot ^laycnce, 
ovei joyed at the prospect of revenge, rushed to the cha- 
teau. In an ins^t all the old men, little children, and 
women were dragged out of the vaults. Then aiiose a 




Diguizea by Google 



Ctt. X.] 



149 



ditficulty. M'hat should thev do witli these royalists? 
There was a pause — the republicans iookcHi i-ound — one 
of them pointed to a large well in the coui t-yard ; liis 
comi-ades perceived the g-estiiie, and understood it; and 
in another instant the whole cruwd, lathers and motiiei s, 
women and children, were pushed over the side, and 
thrown down alive into the depth. In Tain they 
shrieked for mercy, in vain they sti-ug^Ied* in vain 
they clung to the clothes of their executioners, to the 
Krass of the court, to the i-ou^h stones of the parapet — 
• down they went, one after another, pell-mell, di-owning* 
with theii' cries the oaths of tl: r 'l- mmderers, till ail 
was over. Tliose wlio came last leli without inhu*v 
the short distanee between tiie lieaN ing- heaji of man«»*led 
half-suffocated bodies and the top of the well. Then 
eai-th and heavy stones weie flung* down. Every now 
and then, with a convulsive strug*2*le, an ann or a 
leg^ wouhl he seen to move above the layer of moidd ; 
but soon all was still, the shiicks died away, and the 
victims were for ever at rest. At their leisure the mur- 
derers filled up the pit, and the hodies haye nerer heea 
disturhed. ^ ^ * 

Other acts of brutality have been recorded. It is 
ftaid that the violators of female honour scratched with 
the points of their swoitls upon the liesh of their vic< 
tims inscriptions setting forth the outrage they had 
committed. Can the records of history parallel, — ^they 
cannot surpass, — ini<iin'ties like these? 

For neialy lour months the infernal columns had 
the range of the country. On the 120tli January 1704, 
the first invasion was made, and Tui reau was superseded 
by Vimeux on the 13th May. For nearly four months 
£a Vendee was abandoned to pillaare, nre, massacre, 
violation, and every crime which could outrage huma^ 
nity, or ciy aloud for the Divine vengeance. The un- 
happy population fled into the fastnesfies of the forests ; 
but, alas, the sick, and the aged, and the pregnant 
woman, and the innocent babe — these could not esca})e 
Irom the destroyer ; and their blood was spilfi like water 
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m every ))arish. The men did, indeed, nmkc oftentimes 
. t)io most horoie i-esistanee; but wimt eoiild nvnil the ef- 
ibi-ts of u hundtiil of starving" f peasants aj^-ainst the armed 
fiivy of reiriilar soldiei-s ? Yet the deeds of hprorsm whicli 
liave heon roeorclod snrpaf?s the most g-lorions nohieve- 
ments of ancient story. The p.irisb of Chanzetiii is 

Srominent for the number of brave men that it pro- 
iiced. It will be femembered thsA it was froni C^an- 
te&n that Fn*^ m the first days of the insnrrectioiiy 
iratheted- hie troope. Marie Jeanne also waa from 
Cfaanzean. When the infemal doltimns ravaged the 
counti-y, the village had been more than once a prey 
to the flames; and it was axmoYfliced to the tenifieit 
inhabitants that the few remaininjj houses were to be 
levelled to the gronnd. A handml of m(^n aimed in 
haste: but it was ne<"r«=;snTv to snvp the women and 
i!bildi"en; and by a stiblnae act of i es]<>ni;ition, they re- 
Holvod to sacrifice tljtnnselves to gain time for their 
escape into the woods. 

The old sacristan of ( liaiizean, Maiuicti Raoftipnean, 
whose name will \ye i*emembered as lon^ as the insui- 
rection in La Vend^, put himself at the tiead of Seven-- 
teen xnen. Ten women, who preferred death with their 
fiusbands to life without them^ followed them; and 
the Ahhii Blanvillain, their cur^^ joined the glorious 
hand. He had taken the oath to trie civil constitution 
of tho oletgj ; but I'epenting of his erMr^ be recanted^ 
and i*emained among the good Christians of Chanzeali 
fb enconi-njre them to die well. Rapiienemi eaii-ed 
ammunition and v!ft?]nl< to be taknn into the beliry, 
where they all shut themsolves in; and the i-omaindor of 
the inhabitants escaped out of the vElage before the 
Blues came. 

Caffin, the republican g'eneral, entt;i*cd the town, iind 
iindin^ no one, invested the church, and summoned its 
defen&rs to snrrend^. He promised them their life. 
Tliej knew better than to trust the promises of a re- 
niHiear; and replied with the crj, Vive la r^iffion! 
Ywt U Bm! Upon this the battle commenced. Ra* 
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^eneau placed the best marksmen at the apertures of 
the tower, and the tvomen stood by to load, which 
thr>y did with inconceivable rapidity. Many of the 
Bines had been slnin before they could forde their way 
into the church ; and then Rag'ueneau poured his fire 
throuijfh the f^pf^e^^ between the bells and framework. 
For hve hours tliis strange battle lasted, during which 
ihi^ assailants irtrere deciiHated hj ihe shot mm the 
fo^er, withoitt bein»; nbh U> reflich th6 defendens. At 
fast they eoneeiTed &e idea df settmg^ fire Id the niiDs^ 
#hieh had heeh tWice burncid hei^rd. They brought 
the stmw and wood to pile against the wall ; but wei-e 
forced to retreat before a gCfiaefai broadside from thd 
ihsurgents within. However, by means of coi-pses, they 
raised nn immen'^e pile, and the belfry cnuirlit fire. 
The flames soon beii*?\n to roar with fearful furv, and 
moiuited up to the vaTiltinLf. In perfect calmness tiie 
peasants inside looked at tlie horrible death before 
them ; but thev made no effort to escape. The Ahh6 
Blanvillain, who was wounded, S[>oke of demanding 
quarter. " Ah, Monsieul- le Cur6 !" cried Haguencau, 
^ whet ah opTxnrtunitj ib^ jou to ^pe off jout sadH- 
leg^otis eatli oy martyrdorh ! toid will ^oti not itiake 
the most of itf^ Tie Hbbd i^as idlent, and devoted 
himself to death. The fire had by this time reached 
the planks to which they had retreated. The abbfi 
had a hall through his thigh ; but seeing a parishioner 
dying, he was anxious to give him the last sacratnents; 
and gave the ciborium, in which the Hosts were, to 
a woman to Imld, while he tl-ied to leap the ?]iaee be- 
tween, lie missed hiS leap, and fell upon the burning 
vault below. 

Bv this timfe their ammunition was all expended. 
Ragueneau alone remained fighting in the midst of the 
^mes. At last hd Wad wchitided ihortallj. Marie 
Jeanne, his sister,^-s!hei^lid had given her hame to the 
bronze eannoh^ — cast hertolf oh hte body ; fthd when the 
tnrvivoi s tried to dra# her flKraj. she cried, " Let me 
dUe. It is ato iilftlM^ ill ihe s%ht «f Qod to 
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death from those monsters. Mv God ! have pitj on 
meV* — and with these words sfie precipitated hersell 
anew into the flames. 

Five women and thiitoen men still lived, waitings 
their fate in prayer and silence. The Blues themselves 
ti-embled at the sig-ht, and a cvy of pity but-st from 
their lips. " Surrendp!-," they cried; "we won't do 
you any liami." Tht v Ijesitated even now; and one ut 
Stofflet's chasseurs ahsoluu^y refused to canitidate. He 
was shot tlirong"]! the head ; and he fell, saying", " I die 
for the God who died fur me.'* The soldiers now placed 
Lidders, to save such as would surrender. Two did so, 
and they were instantlr ttksa into a garden and shot. 
But at the sight of the bloodstained couatenances of 
those men and those young women, who had bmyed so 
great dangers, and had escai)ed as by a miracle, their 
hearts soneneid. Caffin had mercy u|>on them; and 
they were taken to Ghemille, and kept thei-e till the 
2d May, when Stofflet si^ed the paciiication with the 
I'epi'esentatives of the })eople. 

Tun*eau, the instig ator and the immediate author of 
these crimes, himself seldom left his liead-qnarters. He 
lived in a perpetual state of drunkenness ; writing" let- 
ters to his g-enenils to stimulate their zeal, and ad- 
dressing; reports to the minister-of-war, that he mi^iit 
gain the reputation of an indefa titrable officer. The 
Gonrention afterwaiils attempted to disown his system : 
but those reports reached them during a period of four 
mouths, and the whole of that time uiey took no steps 
to arrest his infernal columns: and when, on his recall, 
he was airaio^ned before the bar of the Convention, he 
was acquitted of the charge of excessive violence. 

Strang'B to say, this man lived to be named cheva- 
lier of St. Lo'iis, under Louis XVllL He, who of all 
others had most wasted that king-'s most loyal pro- 
vince, was promoted to honour; v^'hile Stofflet and Ca- 
thelineau, names for ever memoi"able for their devotion 
to the crown, were refused admission into the ro^^al gal- 
lery of y ndean generals, because they had come oi 
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p^ftsant Mood ! Such conduct is of a piece w**'li the 
cownrdiv indifference which looked on for seven year« 
while La Vendue and Brittany were sufferinff loss CrI 
h'te and pro|)erty in the royal eause^ and uu& ik M» 
tempt to uphold tlie msaireetuiii ! 
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flat latiftea tlie padftcation. 




HILE Tiirreaii was thus devastating La Ven- 
dee, where were Larochejacquelein, Stof- 
riet, and Charette 'i!' Had they forgotten 
tlieir counti-y and its causo — were tliey 
deaf to her cries of distress f Charetto 
still fou^n:; in (lie depths of the Marais; 
Stoflet in tbe recesses of the Bocage ; but 
Larochejacquelein, the young, the brave, 
the chivah oiis, the |iea-sant«' idol and the 
/ terror of their foes, lay stiff and cold in 

a soldier*s grave. He was treaclierously 
V slain by two re|Hi])lienns, whos(> lives he 
had s])nred. On the L?Sth of January he 
met and defeated the enemy near (. hollet. After the 
battle, he found two <rienadiers hiding hehind a hed<re. 
He advanced towards tliem, crying, " Surrender, and 
you shall have quarter!" They cast themselves upon 
their knees, nnd when he was at harrel's length iioin 
tliem, one of them shot him through the head. So died 
Hemi de Larochejacquelein, aged only twenty-two. 
Other chieftains may nave displayed more judgment, 
god otliers more piety ; but none were so brave^ nana M 
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Boble^bearted sii Bet He was the t jpe aH that was 
heraid and higii-minded and gienerous; and #eU might 
tin ittliamijr snrvirors exclaim) tbe^ laid him in his 
pave^ ''At last it ina^ be' said wim tnttk tfait La 

He was buried secretly, lest the knowledge of his 
death should discoui'ajre his own soldiei-s and anhnate 
the enemy. The supreme command of the ji*rand army 
devolved upon StoiHet; and the new g-eneral-in-chief ac- 
cepted the responsibility in tears, but witiiout allow ing^ 
himself to be disheartened. He showed himself equnl to 
the emergency, and his activity and devotion seemed to 
iiierette with tfiie danger, dei^kmded by etber V^dean 
diiefe) lie allowed the Bfaiias iio rest^ but peipetually 
engag-ed them in harassing idrinni^es j and was Tie- 
torious over them in a patched battle at Chollet. Aftelr 
these affairs he retireci to the foi-est of V'ezins, whei-e 
the enemy were afi-aid to follow him. In this retreat 
he formed a i-egnlar cnmp, under protection of which 
there sprung* uc a sylvan town. Thither i-epaired all 
tlie fighting--meu of the eoimtiy ; and stores, amnni- 
nition, and artillery were there accumultited. Every 
forest in the snme way became a rcj'tiyc for the ag;ed 
and infirm, and the children, who were happy enoug-h 
to escape the bayonet of the enemy. In the foi-est of 
Grala tiiere were to be sesn a ehurchi ft hospital, a 
magaaine^ a shop, and a tnanniactotj for ra[)ut4y| 
weapons ; and wooden hnts^ or wigwtois^ were puilt m 
regular streets, dtofflet had under his ccnmnaiid about 
Seven thousand men. 

Gharette had taken refuse in the extronity his 
territory, tbiB whole of which was traversed in evei^ 
direction by the infernal columns. Here lie endured 
the bitterest hardships, and displayed the greatest 
energ-y. He was in want of every necessary, not only 
of war, but of life; he had no victuals, no clothes, no 
arms, no ammunition. His soldiere, worn with fatigue, 
ond bmited like wild-beasts by packs of soldiers, ana in 
dtffMnr the si^St eftliflir raked hiNNeai theor hiaill^ 
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ing farms, their starving* or starved children, desei-ted 
from their leader, A few officers and a handful ol 
liea^ants, who were determined to die with him, fornied 
his whole amy. It was then that he displayed tiiat 
consummate raBonroe which Napoleon declared amounted 
often to ffenius, 

Od the 9th of January he 8t Fulgent; he 
leaves it to 8iu*prise and rout a column of the enemy ; 
he returns to St. Fulgent, and is himself defeated, and 
escapes with ten followers. A few days afterwards he 
assemhles a troop and attacks Dufour. He is shot in 
the shoulder, and, of course, his men nin away. Some- 
how he contrives to rally them, and the next dnv he 
hnds time to bind up his wound. To his peat joy 
i*ecruits come in ; for fif^lit he must, surrounded as he is 
by tlie infernal columns. He learns that Sajjinuud and 
another chief are anxious to join him, and he marches 
on the 2d February to meet tliem half-way. He arrives 
at Ghaucb6 just in time to see them beaten by €Mg- 
non. Without thinking what may be the disparity 
of force, he instantly charges the victorious columns, 
and utterly defeats them, slaying four hundred men. 
Grignon retires; but his place is supplied by another 
" mfemal" general, and Charette beats him, as he had 
beaten his colleapnie. Tlie blood on his sword is not 
yet dry, when a third column comes up, and shares the 
%ite of the otlier two. We mit^ht imagine we were 
reading a page of romance, not of history. 

Turreau, uneasy at these defeats, despatches Duques- 
noy with a body of picked men to pursue him without 
intermission. In vain. Duquesnoy could never come 
up to him. Charette knew where and when to &ghU 
At last he risks a battle at St. Columbia with three or 
four thousand men. His troops are at once disordered 
by a charge of eavaliy, and Charette gives a signal 
et retreat. In a moment the Vendeans are nowhei«. 
**I cannot say," wrote Duquesnoy, "which way the 
brigands fled : they vanished.*' Three or four days 
afctttwards they appear again and deieat DuC|uesnoy. ' 
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So it was when Turreau sent itesh troopB. Charette 
ftontinually reti«ated, and appeared in unexj)ectM places^ 

<nit\vittiiig- the nnemy in tneir most deep-laid combina- 
tions, and never one*- allowing* him^plf to be snrprised. 
However, liis j)osition was becoming: exti emeH' }»erilous. 
The infernnl columns were drawing- a circle round his 
iirun ; nnd the lion must infallibly have been cnpturcd in 
liis lair, it* the Convention had not intei-posed nt the very 
moment of succesis, and called oft' Turreau to IXantea 
with five thousand men and bis own colunm. This 
i^prieve inspired the Vendeans with new ooui-age. Cha- 
rette and Jolv immediately determined to attack Leg-e. 
They took it by a cmtp'de'mam, with a loss of ei^ht 
hundred men to the re^mblicans, and restored the lor> 
tunes of the insurrection in Bas Poiton. Tliat day was 
marked by one of those teiiible incidents which are the 
inevitable offspnnp* of civil war. Joly had three sons ; 
two foug'ht under his own ordei-s, tlie third commanded 
a troop of republican??. Of tlie two who wei-e with him, 
one was killed, the other wounded : the third was made 
prisoner by the Vendeans, and his father commanded 
nim to be shot. This act of baibai-ity excited the indipr- 
uatiun of the whole army. July simply said, " I have 
done my duty," But the old surgeon was never the 
same man after the blood j deed. 

The Blues were scarcely less active, and Haxo is 
now sent to command in Bas Poiton. This general made 
no attempt to ovei reacli Charette by craffcy manoeuvres, 
lie marched sti-aig-htforward without stopping, always 
engaging in battle with fresh troops, and giving each 
company a rest in tui-n. " Charette," saia he, '* shall 
l>erish bv mv hand, or I will fall by his." The Ven- 
cleans were now reduced to the direst extremity. They 
dui-fet not cook, or evHii bake their bread, lest the 
smoke should betiay them ; and often they were com- 
])elled to rise at nio-ht in haste 'md abandon the little 
provisions wliicli t\\v\ had. At iengtii Chmette said, 
•* My friends, rather die than be continually flying. Let 
IS ahmr the Blttei tfaMfe Za Yendte itiU existsr So 
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tbej halted to wait for Haxo, Haxo caw up, andtbe 
oattle )j6gaa in iield of broom with incredible futy oq 
both sides. After a feurfiil stiiisgle the Blues gave 
way. IIiixo was wounded in the meast, and hi.s hoi-se 
Was shiin luuh'r Itim. He got up, and lesined his back 
against an oak, and rried, 1 no hintrer iiL'ht us a 'ge- 
neral, but as a sohiif-r." Tlie Veiideaus' t-uiiounded 
him^ and called upon hi in to surrender. Strokes witJi 
his sabre were the only answer hu dtugued to give. 
He was soon shot ^ ijind he tiell e^laiminjg, 'Ms it pop*, 
iible ? X perish by the hand of a cowara!** 

The death of llaxo and the defeat of his ttoofp 
gave the Vendeans a few days' repqse, and OFOvned the 
campaign of Charette with glory. For three months 
he had been const^tly pursued, or rather, siuroundal 
by foires five or six times exceeding his own. He 
bfid been often defeated, and ns often victorious j and 
he tiaished by conquering the gpiicinl who had been 
sent, in official phraseology, to a/uiJuIale him. This 
glorious i-esnlt was owing, indeed, partly to the very 
violence which threatened him with destruction. I'ur- 
reau hud promised the Convention that fifteen da3'8 of 
bis system, properly carried out, would suffice to ex- 
tinguish the remaining embers of the insnmection. Bui 
he soon wrote to say that he knew not when the tn? 

9pr£kmfilfle 1a Vend^ would ejcpire. His indis- 
ci-iminate pillage, and slaughter of friends and foes, dft> 
cided many to join the insurgents who had hitherto 
held abof. The character of the war kut idl its iii^t 
generosity and chivahy : it soon became a war to the 
knife ; and the war was more terrible to the Twines than 
to the peasants. " A Foldier," wrote Turreau, wlio 
would be a hero on the Rhine is good for norhing* here. 
The very name of a lu'igand strikes terror to his heait.*' 
Thus the failure of tiie infernal columns became more 
intelligible ; and Charette's successes are accoimted for, 
pimanly, by the inde&tigable energy, resource, and 
courage pf the Vendean commander; secondfunly, by 
the iiidjgn^l}Qn roused ag|j|n^ m?ip4^ 
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publican p)rtion of the populiition. nje Cfniventioii 
at last perc3ived tiiis, and parsed some faint censure oji 
the syst-piii of the g^nenil-in-ciiief, commanding* him tt, 
distin;j ui<li for the future between llie innocent and the 
guiltv, Mi ai to finish the wai* within one month. Tur» 
i-eau replied that the time was too short; but he formed 
u new plan of campaign, the principle of which was to 
change the hlood of the country. The patriots were 
oil to remoTe to a distance of twenty leagues fiom l^e 
eestt of war, or be considered rebds; all of whom, wil^* 
out regaid to sex or age, were to be cztemiinated, 
and their places supplied oy pm-e mm-culottes. At the 
same time the iosiugents wei« invited to lay down their 
arms and give up their chiefs. FifY^en thousand of the 
'tiost devoted republicans witlidi-ew, and were aban« 
fiiin<'{l to tli<* utmost dr^stitutioii ; the rest joined* the 
insurrection. Meaiivvhiie tlie t-uldnTS of Cluu-ette and 
rSioiflet ))aid no attention to tlie ollt r o\' amn<'stv ; tliiit 
Dtfer had boen too otten made and violau d, aiid it was 
>iow treated by the }>easant.s with contempt. I'tureau's 
new plan had no better success than the old one. 

Tiiree generals commanded the Vendeans \ Stofflet 
Ufiou the hanks of the Loire, Gharette in toe Marais 
and che Bocage, and Marigny near Bresstiire. Marigny 
nad endeavourod, aiter the failut« of the expedition 
b yt.nd the Loire, to raise the Bretons in the neigh- 
bourhood of Nantes and Savenay. Upon the &ilui« of 
this attempt, he had returned to the Bocage, and was 
now Fiiirntnuipd by followei-s. In the extremit}^ to 
whirli the insurgvTit army was ivduced, it was obviously 
of the utmost conseipience tliat its leaders should act 
with the most entii-e unity and concord, and that their 
meas^ures should i>e concei-ted with a sole view to the 
j;eneiai ^-ood. Unhappily, each acted as if he had no 
interest in common with the others, and fought and 
mancenmdy and nuuxeuvred and fought, witnout re-> 
ference to the common cause. Jealousy existed, to 
the full as bitter, among the enemy ; but the military 
operations of the tvpuhucans were dii-ected by a com* 
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• mander-in-rhief, ami rivalrv, therefore, wn?^ fhp less 
fatal to success. Because there was no supreme au- 
; tiiority ill tlie insui*ffent aimy, there could be no con- 
centration of force. Nevei-theless, the necessity of'unit^»d 
action forced itself upon the convictions of the three 
leaders^ and frequent confarouseB were held with a view 
to that object At one of these^ Gharette proposed the 
nomination of a jgeneralisaimo^ and claimed the office 
for himself. Stomet> it is said, under the influence ol 
the Abb6 Bemier^ objected ; and Gharette g^ve way. 
But a treaty was foi-med between the three chieftains, 
oy wliicli each continued in(lej>endent, hut bound him- 
self, under ])ain of death, to follow concerfpd ]>l?ins, 
8toffl('t first derived benefit from this arrangement, it 
beinj^- aiz !vt (1 that it was of primary impoi-tance to dis- 
pos-iess the Blues of the posts on the Ixrirp. With that 
vieM' a general rendezvous was proclaimed at Chemill^. 
and thence they advanced on Jallais. 

The incidents which follow have been yarionsly 
related. But it seems certain that Gharette and Stoffiet. 
jealous of Marigny's influence over the insurgents oi 
the Haute Poitou, wished him to content himself with 
the command of artillery as formerly. But that arm 
was now of very inferior importance, ccmsisting only 
of a few miserable pieces ; ana MarigTiy would not con- 
sent take so subordinate a part. It appeiirs also, 
tljat wliile yet indignant at the slig-lit put upon him 
))y liis colleague.s, m their proposition about tiie artil- 
lery, his soldiers complained of an unjust distribution 
of the victuals bv Charette, and tumultuously withdrew 
from the army. Mari^y unhappily fdlowect them, and 
Charette and Stoflet immediately met and pronounced 
him a deserter. The former insisted that an example 
should be made: and he was condemned to death. 

Mangny received the news of his sentence with 
indifference. The more so as the twojuduf s tooknc 
steps to put it mto execution. Two months passed 
away, ana Toothing fiirther was doiip ; )>iit t{nigth 
Sto&n heard that Marigny was in hiding in a chateau 
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near Cerisay. He accordingly despatclicd a party of 
the German deserters to shoot iiind. No Vendean would 

undertake the office. Some of the officers remonstrated 
ag'ainst a crimp tliat, independently of its gfuilt^ imist 
be fatal to th( ii ( an^^e. He hesitated a moment, but at 
length repeated the order. 

Sick, and taken by surprise, Mai-ig-ny offered no 
resistance, but simply demanded a priest and time for 
coalession. With inconceivable cruelty, the request was 
refused. Yes, in the Catholic army, among a people in 
arms for the cause of religion, an officer is basely con- 
demned by his fellows, and denied the consolations of 
his faith ! The very i*epublicans were less cruel at Noii^ 
montiers, when WlSlh&B was shot. But Marigny, con- 
tidings in tlie Divine mercy, met liis fate with courage. 

My death," he said, "will not diminish the divisions; 
it but proves tlie speedy ruin of our party." Then to 
the soidiei-s lie cried, ^' Ann at my lieait — aim straight. 
Pire !" and he tell pierced with many balls. 

Scarcely had he fallen, when each of the judg-es 
song-lit to lay the blame on the other. Stofflet ])i'e- 
tended that he was innocent of Ids blood j Chai-ette 
declared that he had offered Marigny an asylum : and 
both accused Bemier. But the priest was doubtless 
innocent. It is impossible to acquit the two leaders of 
the murder ; for the one deliberately ordered, and the 
other took no pains to prevent, the execution of a sen- 
tence which both had passed two months before. It is 
the one great blot in the history of the insmrection. 

Marigny was rig'lit ; his death but increased the 
divisions of the army and hastened its decline. His 
soldiei's refiised to sen'e under the murderei'S of their 
lieloved cliieftain ; and Charette and Stofflet incurred 
tlie indication of their own troops. They professed a 
liearty contiition for the deed. StoffleL was one duv in 
the woods, accompanied by only two soldiers, when 
they met a party of Marigny's men. " There goes the 
assassin of Marigny eried the insurgents of Haut 
PoitoiL Stofflet Uted; and in a voice full of anmm 
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and bittemesrs replied, — You accuse roe of a 
winch I dfifilnrp, wliicli I nnror wished to commit. But 
if you think me gvUty^ shoot me.'' Thej passed on in 
silence. 

Yet this most, siui evpnt did not prevent the commis- 
sion of another act of violence, Bpfwpen OlinTpfre iind 
Joly thuro existed an old rivalry ; and July uloue, ot all 
the officers of the army of the Maruis, held liimself in:- 
dependent of its general. He had made enemies, , toov 
amofDg the soldiers, by his readiness to puniisli the least 
resistance by the ])istol ; and at length imports begrau to 
be spread against his probity. The ariny^ were clamotir- 
0118 for an investigation; and Gharette wtm not tiie 
man to discountcnancie a movemeiit ag'ninst his old 
competitor. Joly, in indignant silence, withdrew from 
the command, and took refncR in tlu^ fnrp«t of Aiznnny. 
Thence he moved townrds Anjoii, intendmg, doul)tless, 
to quit La Vendee. Tlieie lie was taken for a spy, 
and a ]7Drty of peasants went to apprehend him. Joly, 
always ab{)ve j^'iving" (!Xj)Ianations, blew out the brains 
of the fii*st of the assailants; but he was soon mas- 
saci'ed. When it was too late, his body was recogntsett 
The news of his death was received by his former ene* 
mies with the isanie sorrow as that of the mm-der of 
Marigny; they forgot all but the corn-age of the old 
surgeon. Yet it is impossible to recall his assassination 
with the son'ow with which we read the ti*agic history 
of Mnriirny's death. ITe was identified with the bravery 
of tlie Catholic army, ]mt not with its religions s]iirit. 
His first exploits had been performed when the rest of 
the insurgents liad left the field of vifforv for their 
Easter duties; and in his end it is n >r unnatural to 
j-ead the just anger of God ag-ainst a iatlier who could 
dehberately put his ow^n son to death. , 

After the death of Marignpr, Stofflet and Charetta 
separated. The war was earned on lan^iidly on both 
sides. The troops employed by the Repf^blic in tiia 
west were wanted at the mmtier; Turreau was recalled, 
and Yimenx ap^inted to the amiies of tiie weirt in 
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stead. The new g-eneral abstained from anr active 
operations, and commenced by addin^- t(3n to the tive 
entrenched cam[)s formed by his predecessor. At the 
same time, tlie two Vendean ^-enei-als attempted to or- 
g-anise their forces. Charette formed eleven divisions, 
and Stofflet eight j and a breathing-time ensued. Tlie 
Oanveation appefml at last to see that azioUier system 
must be tried. 

Towards the end of lAay, Tint^niae appeared again 
hi La VfendSe, beariDff despatches from the £no>Iish go- 
vernment and from the Count of Artois, second brother 
of Louis XVI.) and afterwards Charles X, Fift<>eQ 
months had the country been in nrms for the royal 
cmi^e, and till this moment no member of the royal 
lamily had displayed the slightest sympathy with the 
movement. The Prince now announced his intention 
to appear in the Bocnge, and the Encrlisli government 
made the same otFer as before, viz. of men and am- 
mtmitioD, on eondition that the Yendeans should pos- 
sess themselves of a sea-port at which they could bd 
lauded. Aigailloh Boads were indicated as a vei-^r 
javourable spot for the purpose. The pnnce, however^ 
said nothing of the time of his arrival; and the Ven- 
dean chiefs charged Tinteniac to inform him that the 
|iei*tbrmance of his promise was indispensable to success. 

Will it be bebevcd, that at this favourable moment 
Charette and Stofflet allowed their petty rivalry to [tre- 
judice the public cause? It was determined to attack 
Ohalians preparatory to further st<^ps. Now Chalhms 
lies in tlie heart of Charette's country, and its Cvqinu-e 
would . have given him a g^'eat prepondei-ance of in- 
fluence in the armjjr. In the heat of the battle^ 
Stofflet^ not to permit his rival to acouire so great aik 
Hcivantage, withdrew his men in gooa order; and the 
day \\ as lost. 

However, defeat was of the less moment in conse* , 
quence of the change in the mind of the Convention. 
Peace was not yet possible; but many circumstances 
indicated its approach. In his orders of the day, Yimeiix 
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enjoined respect to private property, and pi-otection 
to individuals ; acts ot" pillage were to )>e visited with 
punishment, jiiid military operations to be suspeinlfd 
to /'((Cliff aff iJic harrr.^f. It is tnio, that while the 
ffoiicj-ul-iii-chief siiuwt>d u c njciliatoi-v si>irit, liis isub' 
uriiiiiau^s continued their old svi&tem of indisci imiuate 
slaughter of men, women, and children. Still the tide 
had eyidently turned, and crime became the exception 
where it^ had been the rule. 

The natural consequence of this change in the ene* 
mj's tactics, and of the incessant dividoDs of the two 
great chiefs, was the decay of enthusiasm in the insur- 
gent territory. If men were required to fig:ht, — and oc- 
casional conflicts still occuired, — a few thousand soldiei-s 
WHIP witli ditHculty collected. Not that i\ni j)C'astmts 
believed in tiie expressions of |>'ood-will with wiiicii the 
repubHcan proclamations abounded ; even the fall of 
liohcspierre was received with iiiditl"ei*ence. In that 
remote district, they wei-e uioi-e closely acquainted witii 
the system than the men who worked it ; and wlien 
Charette assembled his army and said, Give up your 
chiefs, and you shall receive tlie jiardon of the Blues/' 
they answered with one voice, ^o, we would rather 
die with you." 

But, weary of fig'hting, they were glad to rest when 
they could. Charette, nevei-tliclessj took advantage of 
tlui momentarv enthnsia«:m wliich liis mcctintr with Ijis 
men called forth to attack the en(^niy. On the Hth S«^|>- 
teml>er, lie seized La Ronilliere, one of the rej)iit)lican 
entrenched camps; and six days afterwards he ()l)tained 
a still more decijjive success, when the caniji uf lue- 
ligne, defended by u nuaierous division, iell into his 

Eiwer, with abundance of arms and ammunition. The 
lues lost more than a thousand men. It was the 
greatest victory that had been achieved since the cam* 
paig-n beyond the Loire ; and was nseliil in hastening 
the desire of the Convention for the termination of hos* 
tihties by revealing the stiU energetic spirit of thiKX 
peasant iidverMyiak 
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The example of Charette had little effect on Stofflet. 
The Abbd Bemier kept him quiet ; and Charette^ unable 
alone to undertake any enterprise of importance^ retii^ed 
to his lieiid-f|iiarters at Belleville. 

Meainvliile fresh causes of hostility arose between 
the two chiefs. The Ahh{> Bernier, whose influence 
over the mind of Stofflet u ;is supreme, ciuieavoiirod to 
erect in Vendee a regular government j and m order 
that its decrees should not depend for their force on the 
authority of this or that military chief, he caused him- 
self to be elected civil commissary-g eneral. Each parish 
was invited to send a representative to the Chateau 
Mazidre, and the generals of division received the hke 
summons* Charette, and those who acted with hini| 
took no notice of the Abba's attempt ; the meeting was, 
however, verv numerou?. Nearlv eiarht hundred mem- 
liei-s attended it, and with a sin^•le exception g-ave t 
unanimous vote in his favour. Bernier placed his op- 
ponent under arrest, find found himself invested with 
supreme authority. Charette warmly protested against 
Ids self-constituted power^ hut the ecclesiastic proceeded 
with ener^ to act as if it were unquestioned. He or» 
dered assistance to be promptly given to the widows 
and children of insurgents who had Allen in the war; • 
he issued i^egulalions for the administration of the pru- 
perty of refiigees, police, commerce and agricidture, — 
greatly^ it must be acknowledged, to the benefit of the 
country, although not without some disadvantages also. 
He even pretended to eTorciso aiitliority in military mat- 
ters, and to claim superiority over Stofflet himself. 

The admin istrati(jn of Bemier, by giving an impulse 
to tmde and agriculture, disclosed the great difficulties 
under wliicli the arts of peace lay from the absence of a 
cu'cidating medium. Most of the coin in the country 
had been concealed by its ^ssessors^ and for the salra 
of safety withdrawn ixom cmnilation. Thereupon Ber» 
nier pi-oposed to create^ and did create, a paj>er money 
to an immense amount, payable at the peace— that is^ 
Uie mstoratioik It was an ill-advised nNasura: for • 
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paper currency can only be valuable at a time of great 
commercial confidence ; at this moment confidence wag 
impossible. Bernior fell into fhf error wliicli so many 
statesmen have committed^ ul seeking" to bolster up a 
government by fictit^ious i-esom'ces. It was not, how- 
ever, on this tzTound that Charette opposed the issuing 
of promissory notes. The meiu>ure excited Lis indig- 
nation, not BO mtteh from its intrin9ic impolicy, as be* 
cause it was adoj^ed without reference to his opinion; 
and he and his generab proceeded to judg^ the con- 
duct of the ambitious man who dared to act on his 
sole au^orlty." Some of the subordinate officers would 
have condemned the oifending chief to death, unmind- 
ful of the unhappy consequences which followed the 
assassination of Marigny. Stofflet and Bernier re- 
plied to the condemnation which was passed upon 
them by an able and energetic call to union ; to 
which, however, their advei-saries paid but Blight at- 
tonticm. An extenial coalition was, indeed, biought 
about. Hostilities ceased by tlieir publicity to invite 
the aggression of the Conventtoo ; out they wore not 
the less active. Still there ensued an appearance ol 
reconciliation; and the Repuhlic, instead of pursuing the 
war with fresh vigour, at last judged the time to uave 
aiTived for terminating this long and grievous struggle 
by a treaty of peace. 

The first official overtures came from the Committee 
of Public Srtfety. On the 2d December 1794, Carnot, 
in tlie capacity of member of tliat committee, intro- 
duced a ]n'oclarnation, the [Mirport of which was. as 
usual, *'to bring- back the rebels to their duty;" but 
couched in a more conciliatory foiin. It commenced 
with declaring " that the Convention considered the 
Vendeans more misguided than guilty, and was anxious 
to pardon its erring children." Tub preamble was little 
likely to weigh with the insurgents, who knew what 
reliance was to be placed on the promises of the Con- 
vention. But th ] roclamation terminated with a sig^ 
nificant phrase. Hitherto the amnesty had been prqp 
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mised to fclie peasants alone, the officei*s were to be 
delivered up to the vengeance of the nation : now ali 
the persons known as rebels of La Vendee and as Chou- 
ans, who would lay down their arms during- the month 
fcllowinu* the day (if publication of that proclamatioa, 
shuuid be iett undisturbed and secure from all peaaltie* 
ui consequence of their revolt.'* 

However, eyen with this conMwion, the proolanui- 
tion was fraitlesB. The Vendeans reused to receive a 
paidos; they would only ti^eat ob terms of equality. 

The attitude of independence which the insurgents 
maintained, — an attitude even dignified by its calm de- 
terminatiou, — ^made a gi*eat impression on the republi- 
can party, and renderea tli(^ni the more eag-er for peace, 
'rhe genernl feeling- was shared by none more warmly 
than by tiie representatives of the Convention in La 
Vendee, Ruelle and Canclaux. But the Vendeans were 
afraid to tni>t the most solemn jirotestntions of their 
foes, and fui u long time iiuelie m vain sought to obtain 
an intemew with his redoubtable antagonist in the 
Marais. This was at last effected by the intervention of a 
.woman. There lived in Nantes a Creole lady who, by ih» 
insurrection of ^e negi'oes in St. Domingo, had been 
forced to seek an asylum in that city. Here, by some 
strange good fortune, she had acquired the confidence 
alike of Uoyalists and Blues ; and notwitlistanding the 
known fact of her having- liarboured some of the strng- 
glers of the expedition be^'ond the Loh-e, had passed un- 
molested thiough the reig'n of terror. Convinced of the 
ujjright intentions of Ruelle, Madame Gftinier Chambou 
ootained for liim an interview with the sister of Cho- 
rette, who was then lying concealed in Nantes j and 
she promised to be responsible for the safe conduct oi 
any messenger from the Republic to her brother. While 
Ruelle was considering to whom to intrust that delicate 
commission, there arrived a man named Bureau de la 
Batardidre, who had been proscribed by the Convention 
as an agent of the Vendeans, through be belonged to n^r 
thiar ptfty. He was a Moierate, anzious ftnr peaoe^ mi 
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fflad ot ail opportunity of doinfr n i^prvice to the Repub- 
lic wliicii would remove the l)i»u under wliicli his person 
and property lay. Active, insinuating, cool, and de- 
t4?rminea, no fitter mediator could have been selected. 
The tirst interview between Charette and liuj euu took 
place on the 28th December. Anpeaiing to yield more 
to the entreaties of his sister tlian the ar^ments of 
Bureau, Charette agreed to an amnesty; but he de« 
cku'ed that if negotiations were to poeeed^ he must 
liave an interview with Candaux ana Kuelle; and he 
added, tlmt his first conditions wei-e the free exercise of 
the Catholic religion and the return of the Bourbons. 

Charette was anxious for peace on account of the 
jadetl foTidition of his soldiei'S. He was perfectly 
aware tiiat it could not give all that the insurrection 
demanded ; yet he trusted that the disposition evinced by 
the i-evolutionnry authorities for more pacific measures 
was an indicati<jii of the return of better time?, of a 
reaction fiom the republicanism of the age to the old 
i-ojalistprinciples of France ; and, however temporary 
o/insufficient for the full restoration of the church and 
thi'one, he expected to employ the intei'val in the bettei 
organisation of his troops, and the recovery of the pro- 
vince ii*om tlie ravages of war. With this view, he stmi- 
moned all the piincipal pro})rietors and gentlemen of La 
V<>ndee to discuss the question, while Ruelle repaired to 
Paris to ol)tnin powei*s to conclude a treaty of peace 
with the insurgents ; for as yet he was only commis- 
sioned to proclaim mi amnestv. At tlie meetinf*-. which 
.was numerously attended, only tliree were in lavour of 
u continuation of hostilities ; and Kuelle returned with 
fidl authority to concede to the Vendeans the liberty of 
conscience which thev made tbdr tdtimatum. Under 
these ciraumstanoes the pacification proceeded rapidly ; 
and on the 17th of Febi-uary 1795, at La Jaunsjs, 
eleven (!!!onventionists on one side, and twenty Yendean 
officers on the other, signed a treaty of peace, the 
object of which was, according to the terms of that 
doeameiity ^'toieumteto tha gratfiimiiy ofthjeEraoAk 
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those who ought never to have been separated from 
it.*' By this treaty the Convention not only conceded 
religious lib^-Tty tu the iiisur<i;eiit5?, hut eiJ«i'a[^-e(i to de 
fray the expenses of the war to the extent of two mil- 
hons ; to leave under the oi*ders of Cliaiette a corps of 
two thousand territorial guards^ consisttng of inhabit- 
ants of the distiict and paid by the public treasmy ; to 
give the Vendeans indemnitj for their losses^ and assist 
them in the rebuilding of their houses ; and to dispense 
with the usual militaiy serrice of the young; men, in 
<Hder that they might re-establish agriculture in the 
coDTitrv. On the other liand, the insiirg-ents declared 
that they submitted themselves to the Republic one and 
indivisible, and entered into an engagement not again to 
bear arms u""ainst it. 

The reader may think that by this treaty Charette 
and those who -were with him abandoned the cause of 
the crown. But the submission to the Republic w'as 
confessedly nominal and fictitious. It was impossible 
for the Convention to treat upon any other than repub- 
lican terms : they could not stultify themselves by ac- 
knowledging the claims of the Bourbons; liberty of 
conscience was the utmost that tliey could concede, or 
tliat could be reasonably expected of them. But there 
were besides several articles ajrreed upon between the 
negotiating- parties -wliicli reduced the submission of the 
Vendeans to a temporary toleration of the Kepn1)hc. 
The.se were, first, that the monarchy should be restored; 
secondly, that the Catholic relifn'on should be S(>r up 
again in all it^ splendour j thirdly, that the royalists in 
the interval should be mastei'S of their country ; besides 
others of less importance. These unpublished articles 
acquit Chai'ette and his paHy of the crime of abandon- 
ing their principles, as Stofflet indignantly insisted at the 
time; but they raise a question upon which there lias 
been a good deal of discussion. Kuelle is accused ol 
double-dealing, in agreeing to articles which the Con- 
vention had never any intention of canying out. It is 
absuiti to suppose th«t what ail the arms of Europe 
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failed to elSect, a luuulfttt of peasants !6 the last 
ti'emitj, and at a distance from Pai*is, should have 
wrung from the ^rovernment. On tlie otlur lmnd> 
Obarette is cbargea either with folly and ci edulitj in 
-lelieving" the pi-omises so made, or witli treason to 
hif? kinop if, as is most pro])n1>li', he phired nn faith in 
thpin at all. But to tliere ap|)eai-s little difhcultv in 
the tninsuction. There was neither duplicity on the 
one sid«3, nor creduhty or treason on the other. Both 
parties were anxious for peace. Tiie iiisurgeuts stipu- 
lated first of all for liherty of conscience. "That," re- 
plies the dele^te of the Convention, " yon can have; 
the Bepublic is not compromised by that concession." 
Farther^ we ihust have the thi'one and monaichy re* 
stored. "That," replies the deleg:ate, " is absuid ; the 
Republic will not consent to its own dissolution." Is,, 
then, peace impo<.<ible ? No ; why maintain a useless 
strugg-le i* Not all the blood of La Vendee will set 
Louis XVITT. on his throne. Give ns your nominal 
submission to the Republic j we, on the other hand, will 
^•ive a secret promise to restore the old constitution of 
the country. The loimer will justify the Convention in 
the eves of the woi ld ; the latter will iustifv vnurselves 
in the eyes of your own party and to your own con- 
sciences. Be it remembered, that from ISrst to last the 
Vendean was a religions wai' — a war in which the })oli* 
tical element was secondary, and, as it were, accidental; 
To have held out now that the main object of the insur- 
i-eetion had been attsuned, wonld have been inconsistent 
with the whole tenor of the straggle. Our 0|)ening 
remarks went to show that the population of La Ven- 
dee were indifferent to the political chanjres which were 
takin<j;- place, and only took up arms w lien the civil con- 
stitution of the clergy was forced tinon them. Now 
that, by their blood and sufferings, they bud won lor 
f heir country the repeal of that coiifctitntion, could they 
be expected to wage a hopeless war for a cause which 
had failed to excite them at the ni"St? 

As is nsuallj the case wtien a eompromise is made^ 
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60iAe of both p^iea Wei's offended. The more violent 
revoltttiomsts e^vloimcd with ones .of mgis ihat thi» 
pacification W6B the first step towaids the rastoration 
of the monarchy ; the extreme rayaliets declared that 

it had adjqui-ned that eveut sine die. But it was re- 
ceived with the greatest enthusiasm by the vast majority 
both of the republicans and insurs'ents. When Bui^eau 
de la Batardi^re appeared at the r)ar of the Convention, 
and did homage to the Hepnhlic in the name nf Charette, 
— wlieii he unfurlpd the wliite Hag", and laid it at the 
foot of tlie tribune, — the whole asseniblv rose at the 
sight of the royalist standard, and for some minutes 
continued to shout Vive la 2{ation! Under the excite- 
ment of that enthusiasm, all the articles of the uaciiicii^ 
tion which |lu^ll0 had concluded were ratifiea hy the 
Convention without one dissentient voice* Not lei^ j j v 
did the Vendeans manifest^ on theh* pait, when Oharette 
made his tiiumphal entry into Nantes, to ratify in pub- 
lic what had been previously arranged in secMcy at La 
Jaunais. 

On the 20th Febniarv 1795, salvos of artillerv an- 
noiinceil to the men of IV antes that Charette and his 
statf were nt the "nfes of their twn. An immense 
crowd tiirongeii x\u\ streets; for it was no common 
ceremony that they were about to celebrate, but the 
ijiau<^uration, as they trusted, of a happy peaue. The 
royalist geuei'al rides between Canclaux and Beaupuy. 
The generals of the Convention ai'e in the military cos- 
tume of the day, with plume, cockade, and scarf of 
the republican colours. Chai'ette, mounted on his own 
clnn-frer, appeai-s dressed with all the magnificence in 
which he delighted. Glad in blue, and g-irt with a 
white scarf fringed with g'old and embroidered with 
flenrs-de-lis, and on his head the well-known white 
phime uround whicil the brave men of Bas i^oitou hnd 
60 often rallied, he now advances throug^h the mi(l>t 
of a po[)ulation who seem drunk with joy. Behind him 
follow fuur of his officers, with four of the officers of 
Cauulaiix j aud alter tiiera the stafiij of the two aruiiaa* 



172 



LA VBNDiS. 



pide by side, wearing" tlie wliite and the tricolor cock- 
ades. Tlie nntionai guard line tlie road. The cavalry 
and guides of Gliurette advance iii un.lt:i' of buttle, bear- 
ing' aloft the Vendean tia^^ and behind them are drawx 
two chariots surmoimted with the bonnet of liberhr. 
Inside are the representatiyes who had signed tne 
trefitj ; the chariots are preceded bj miEtorj music. 
The whole procession is closed by the i-epublican cavalry. 

At the sight of Gharette, to wlioni Canclaux with all 
the courtesy of tlie old school did the honours of the 
day, tlie crowd about the hridg-es was at lirst too much 
astonished for noisy applause; but the cries soon rose 
loud and hi":-}! of Vive Chftrcttt l Pi-esentlv a few 
voices cried Vice le Moi ! W ith infinite tact, Bureau 
de la Batiu diere, who had the disposal of the arrang-e- 
ments, cast himself into the midst of the throng;, and 
in tones of thunder shouted Vice la vaix! Vive la 
paixi repeated the representatives witiun the chariots^ 
waving turous-h the windows the tricolor banner ; vine 
la paixJ took up the officers and soldiers of the two 
aiinies. 

£xcited with joy, the people hailed Charette with 
acclamations ; no prince on entering his capital could 

have been received with more enthusiastic welcome. 
And at tliese demonstrations his habitually severe ex- 
pression of countenance sottened ; lie boweci his thanks 
in kindly style towards eitliei- side, as with the cavalcade 
of royalists and republicans lie traversed the chief 
streets and scpnires of his nati\ e town. Every where 
he was received with the same enthusiasm. As he 
passed through the place of Boutlay, the stones of 
which had been so often Hooded with Vendean blood, 
his brow contracted, his eye shot foiih its old fire, he 
raised bis hat and bowed to the memory of the mar- 
tyi-ed dead. Canclaux and Beaupuy, touched with 
the same thonc^ht, joined in tliat simple mark of re- 
spect ; and it was repeated throughout the whole pro* 
cession. 

The pageant ended ^ brigands" and " patiiotd'' met 
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as if there were no bloody memories to disturb their 
friendship. The Loii-e flowed on hke an ordinary 
stream; all swore never to renew the hoirors of that 
civil wai' — all doubtless in good faith. Yet a very 
few weeks saw it raging again with unabated fury. 
Charette alone, though fiattei^ by the reception^ 
distrusted that goodly show of peace. He was led to 
the theatre in the evening, and tne whole audieoce rose 
to repeat the plaudits of the nfoi-ning. But he received 
them with a sort of remorse^ foiseeing a speedy termi« 
nation to all their rejoicings. 

Stofflet, on hparing" of the treaty of La Jaunais, vo- 
ciferated, Au (liable Ja B'vuhliqne ! An diahle Cliu- 
rette ! in a perfect frenzy of rtia'e. But many of bis 
officers were secretly on the side of pence, and before 
long abandoned him. Some of them, and those, slmme 
to say, men who had distinguished themselves in the 
insurrection, allowed themselves to be bought over by 
the Convention, in revenge, it is said, for the tyranny of 
Stofflet and Bemier. However that may be, his ad- 
herents fell away. He found it impossible to carry on 
the war without the support of his rival, or to engage 
the sympathies of the peasantry in a strife which was 
now purely for the i*oyal familv, no members of which 
had exhibited tlie least g-ratituJe ior the lavisli expen- 
diture of blood in their favour ; and after a long and 
hopeless stnig-g-le, he concluded at Vsirades, on the ^d 
May, a treaty of j)eace with the republicans upon the 
identical tenns which Churett^ had obtained. He 
agreed to support the Republic till the establishment 
of the monai-chy, in i'etum for certain concessions, the 
most important of which was the i-estoi-ation of the 
Catholic faith. Thus the objects of the insurrection 
were accomplished ; not in vain had Cathelinean, and 
Lescure, and Boncbamps, and a host of other glorious 
men, fought and died, lliev fought for tiieir God, His 
altare, and His priests ; ana now, after two years of 
bloodshed m^A nonoi-s, tlie cross of Christ prevailed 
against tho tricolor iiag of iiis enemies. 
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€HAPTER XIL 

Th9 CLauainMrfo— History of Jean Chowm— He Joiw Hm Ymadrnm 
arniy at Laval at the head of the Uttle VendtfeT-Taetios <tf the 

i.7houan»— Measures of the Convention — Puisaye's syateili— Hii 

departufe for Englatid— Pacification during his absence — Family 
of Joan Chouan — Jambe d'Ar^^ont — M. Jacques — False Ciiouans 
— Anecdote of Madame Kuueau. 

RE itittst for a wliile retrace our step;?, 
and pause to consider what had been 

doing- the rnenntvliile in Brittany. The 
reader will benr in mind, that in the 
spnhg of 1793 Brittany had shown the 
Same symptoms of insurrection which, about the same 
tinip, nppcanHl in Lfi Von(I»^*e ; nnd that the Convr'ntton, 
by the advice ot* Ciiiifltnix, resolved to conriliate tlie 
one, in order tliat it mi^lit with p-eater etrt'ct coerce 
the other. Jt lias been said that the result of this lua- 
nopuvre was at once to appease the discontent of the 
Bretons • ill that the clerjry, perceiving- themselves at 
liberty to celebrate the Catholic rites as formerly, ex- 
liorted their flocks tb i^tuni to ifaeir liibonrs. Bui this 
iininquillity iwras not Universal, nor v^ss ii permanent. 
There were itianjr Bretons who were not to be deceived 
by a policy in direct coiitradicticm to the whole tenor of 
tfie revolution; and these held themselves in readiness 
to act as occasioii might require. Nor liad they to wait 
long. France soon outste[)ped tlie bounds it had as- 
sig'ned to itself; and by an easy transition, passed from 
a national, which had supplanted a Catholic Church, to 
the rejection of a Churcli of any kind. Tlien arose a 
fresh persecution in Brittany ; and witli jierseciition came 
resistance. The spirit which had been lulled woke 
again ; not as in La Vendee by the simultaneous insur- 
rection of the whole popnlatioui but bj sepaiate risings 
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in various paits of the country. Tliese were at fir^t ol 
small importance; but after the passag-e of the Loire, 
the war became more active and we must now return 
from the pacification of Cliarette and Stotiiet to truce 
tlie progress of the Chouflimerie. 

This name the insuireetioii in Brittany derived from 
its originator Jean Obouan, a peasant ot Si Oaen-des- 
toits, near LavaL The historj of this remarkable man 
is full of the deepest interest; and the inflnencd which 
he exercised over his countrymen renders it necesaaty 
to record liere the prominent events in his life. 

In Elaine there existed a heavy impo'^t on salt, called 
the gabeliey which was not levied in iinttnny. Salt, 
therefoi-e, the sugar of tlie ])Oor, as the poet I3erano'er 
called it, cost only a sous per pound in the latter i)ro- 
ymce, while in the former the price was thirteen sous. 
The gentry, by the odious privileges of the tiuie, were 
exempt from this tax; hiit the poor were compelled 
not only to pay thd higher price, but to consame a 
Certain quantity. The minimum of bohshiinptiQai wiis 
fixed by the excise. 

Hence arose a very aetiye contraband trade between 
the two provinces. I'he smugglers of ftmd! wl, as the 
salt whicri had never paid duty was called, were very nu- 
merous. Almost all tlie pensfints on the lioundarv were 
devoted to this dangeron- ti attic; and among- otfieif!, a 
family of the name of Cottereau. This family had been 
«rt7><9^?>?*.S'* for generations, and lived in the lecesses of 
the woods in huts constructed of leafy branches, where 
they plied their tiade. Here the women brought forth 
their ohildi'en without nnrse or other assistance ; and the 
boys giw np like wolves, and lived 19ce their Others 
before them as faux-mnniers^ smugglers of sali So 
teva^c (lid the whole family become by this wild exist^ 
ence, that the country people called them ehouins^ that 
is, in the patois of tlie distnct, ehaU-huantSj screech- 
owls. From tin's the woitl cJionan is a comi})tion. 

dome time before the revolution, the then head <^tlit 

MiiMn of woodta iliMit 
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fiimily W88 of a more civilised nntiira thnn Lis race. He 
was to a certain extmit educated ; and on Siiudavs he 
used to visit the hamlets, and after Miii^s read the lives 
of the saints to the men, and teach the vuung- girls 
hymns. In this way he became acquainted with ii f*ir- 
mer's dauj>'hter named Jennne ]\roYn(', nnd tlie two fell 
in love witii eacli otbei-. But the father conld not, 
without dishonour, g:ive his child to a man who had 
never tilled the gToimd, much less to an outcast like 
Cottereau ; and Jeanne was told to turn her lieart ano- 
ther way. She said nothing- ; biit some days al'terwards 
her place was vacant; and her distaff was fbimd broken 
at tke door of the stable. Gottereaa met her^ and 
brought her to his cabin in the forest of Concise ; where, 
however, she revised to stay till they had been mairied 
by tlie priest. On Sunday, therefore, they set off for 
St Otten*des-toits. The young girl entei*ed the church 
alone to speak to the rector; but he was just ascending* 
the pulpit to road the mmitoire, in whicli t1ie names of 
his parishioners who had neg-lected their duties, or la- 
boured on days of obligation, were read out.* Tlie 

Ju'iest then annoimced, that a ^rl in the neighbourhuod 
lad given great scandiil by leaving" her home to follow 
a man j and called upon her to confess her fault before 
the parishioners. Jeanne, who was on her knees among 
the other women, and had till that moment kept hef 
head down to avoid recognition, rose np immeoiateh 
with a calm countenance, and began the Canfiteor aloud. 
The excitement among the congregation may be con- 
ceived. The priest scarcely knew whether to*^ praise or 
blame. He questioned her ; and her replies drew tears 
from the women, and even the f^ithers of fiimih'ps who 
were present could not withhold their sympatiiy. As 
for the priest, he recommended her to the prayei s of the 
conpreiratioii ; and the next evening he brought her 
buck to Cottereau, and Liiey were married. From this 

* This cnston-) of public fidnionition of nfrenrler^. t nder pftin o* 
0Zcoxnmuuicatxuu ui'ter three warmugay exif .ed m ail \h» pamliec 
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mamage issnod two doiislitei'S and four «?r»Tis, among 
whom was the iamuus .I an Chouan. iielore mauy 
years Jeamie was lei't a widow. 

Long before he declared war against the Blues, her 
son Jean was the most noted salt-smuggler in all 
Maine. He went by the sobriquet of the aM-mmtanf 
the lying lad, which he had acquired from his tricks on 
the excise officers, and his habit of saying ^ there is 
no danger/' by which he frequently led the smu^lers 
hito great scrapes. He himself not always escaped 
scatheless, notwithstanding his address and couiage; 
and liis family w^re frequently lined for his exploits. 
One day the baiiitis arrived to seize his furniture in lieu 
of the line ; but Jean and his brothei-s, aware of their 
intention, had removed nil their goods and chattels to a 
neighboiu**8 house. Not a whit disconcei-ted, the bailiffs 
ordered their men to pull off the root^ to sell the slates. 
With the greatest ^ood-wiU in the world, Jean himself 
lent a helping hand; and when only the four walls were 
standing, iuvited the officers to exanune whether the 
work had been done to their liking. They came in 
triumph, suspecting nothing; but scarcely were they 
within, when Jean fastened the door upon tiiem, saying, 
that as they had unroofed otlier })eople's houses, it was 
but fair they should themselves have experience of the 
comforts of a night in the open air; ana a< it was be- 
ginning to rain, he bade them good evening, and left 
them to their meditations. 

After this, Jean and his brothers were tracked liko- 
foxes ; all their propei'ty was seised, and the family re- 
duced to ruin. At length, the gas-mentm made up a 
party of young men, like himself desperate and reckless, 
to meet the officers, and have their revenge. The en- 
counter I'esulted in the death of the most unpopular of 
the excisemen. Jean was advised to run awav, and 
kee]» himself close in tlie woods of Brittany. But he re- 
plied, " there is no danj>er ;" and the next night he was 
taken; and as the excise authorities had to jud<je him, 
iie had little meurcy to ei^pect. Hii mother, tiie widoW| 
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on hearing of his apprehension, inst^otjy perceived the 
dnnsfpr. " ITo will he hanged,'^ she excfainifd in de- 
Bpuir. Her fii*st inipnlse was to Imsten to the Prince 
de Talmont, who iiad always been a friend to Ler. But 
unfortunately he was then at court. Suddenly she took 
the resolution of going up to })lcad her sou's cause be- 
fore the king liimself. Seventy leagues she pei forme4 
barefoot in five days, without stopping except for ^ 
morsel of bread which she begged she walked, and a 
little sleep on the straw of the bams by the way-side. 
When she reached Versaille{|. she learned to ber aismay 
that the prince, ihrough whom alone she could gain 
access to majesty, was absent, and would not return for 
sj)me time. One whole night she spent on her knees 
before the crucifix without ceasing to weep. Plio knew 
no one at Paris but the prince's coacliman; and this man, 
touched bv her distress, a>-ked her if she would have 
oonraa'p to speak to the kiii-g herself. Have 1 not 
been .^pt'.'/h i /iy to ilte Blrm'd Trimfy f she replied. 
"Very vseii/' said the man, thpu I will risk my place 
to sei-ve ^ countrywoman. You shall get into my 
master the prince's carriage ; it will be thought tliat he 
is inside gomf^ to court ; and they will let us pass the 
banner. Then, when the king comes out of the g-njid 
vestibule to enter his coach, you must go and throw 
yourself at his feet ; and pray God to give you grace to 
speak well, for the fate of both of us depends on how all 
tui ns out.'* The tbinp- was done the same day. Jeanne 
entered the prince's carnage, waited lor the kin{r, and 
as soon as he appeared, ran to him ciying, " iJercy, 
liionseitiiieur; the excisemen have ruined us, and now 
they are going to take my son, because he is a salt- 
smuggler. Save Jean, monseigneur^ we are seven to 
pi-ay to God fqr you." 

The king stared to hear himself palled monseigneiir 
by a woman in an outlandtsb di'ess; and the people 
about him cried out that she ^as a mad woman, and 
that they should seize her. But wlien she had finished 
her story^ all wm lost in ndiniratinn of her conduct]^ 
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tnd the Idnff returned to the palace tc sig^n with liis own 
hand a repneve till the |iardon should be made out. la 
a few dit js afterwards her son was liberated* 

Though he had felt the hangman's rope round his 
liecky Jean Cotterean eontinued his contraband trade as a 
salt-smuggler. In an encounter with tlie excisemen 

one of thorn wns agtiin slain ; and as Jean's antocodonts 
pointed him nut as the murderer, he was compelled to 
throw hiniseU upon the protection of the Talmonts, wlio 
could only save liiin by placing him in the ni'my. He 
accordingly enlisted in rnrenne's regiment, then quar- 
tered at Lille. He i-emained in this new post a year, 
when he grew home-^k and desei-ted. This new offence 
was not to be pardoned. Bdt to save his lifi^ his pro- 
tectors obtained a latttv de eaehet* in his hvanr, and 
Jean spent two years in captivity. During this period 
he became a man; and bn ms return to his ow n counti 
he gave evidoneo of a solid conversion. He had lost 
las vagabond habits, and his [liety showed itself to have 
been fortified by confinement. Jiist then the I'evolntion 
broke out, and Jean mimed iatdy e<po\ised tlie royal 
cause more warmly than all his nei'^libouii>. The king 
was more to him than to other Bretons ; his mother 
had been received in the palace, she was acquainted 
with the king's face and the sound of liis voice. She 
had seen him sign her son's pardon, and used to say 
with pride, that fitmi that hour there was a link be- 
tween the Bourbons aad the Cottereaus. 

It was the 15th Au^st 1792. An order from the . 
directoipr of the district had summoned to St. Ouen-des- 
toits all the yonng men of tlie nfiighbouring parishes, 
to enrol themselves in the national gtiard by voluntary 
enlistment. Most of tliem obeved the summons : but 
the very siirht of tlie othcers with their registers in- 
gpTi-ed them with iiidi^-nation, and when the names were 
called over, they replied only with hootings. The gen- 
danties threatened to arrest the ringleaders, and were 

• lAttru (U cachet were warrants for the Aocret arrest of penoiMi 
m fh» vQl of Um ocurt. They w«re mm «auae <4. Um mvokiboo. 
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aljoiit to pu', tlieii' menace in execution, when Jeaa 
Cliouan shouted, ^'ISo national <'-uurciI no volunteers T' 
T]je cry was rejjeated on siiles. " If it is the 
kni«^ who commands us, we will all of us maicli for the 
king;." All of ixnj all of us," ci*ied the peasants. liut 
not a man will march for the nation," added Jean. 
*' Not 8 man ! not a man !" echoed the crowd. Upon 
this they fell upon the conunissaries, tore up their regis- 
tersy upset the tables, wrenched off the legs, and thei'e* 
with beat the gendarmes. This ex^iloit was ciwi ed bj 
a general tumult, in the streets ot Laval, hetween the 
insurgents and G ratlin the mayor, at the head of the 
Foldiei-s, for tlic possession of the ti-icolor tiagj wliich 
ended in the discomfiture of tlie repuhlicans. 

Jean Cottereau took advantage of the enthusiasm- 
created hy their first success to organise an avowed in- 
suiTection. He announced to all trie young men of the 
country, tliat the time hail arrived for their formation 
into regular companies, and promised them on behalf of 
the roval family a daily pay. This arj^ent was all- 
poweitul with the Bretons ; and therem consisted one 
great difference ]»etween tlie Chouannerie and the insmv 
rection in La Vendee. Gathelineav and liis men were 
animated by no liope of temporal rewaid ; they fought 
for the cause of religion, and looked forward to a re- 
compense Iiereafter. 

The national guai*ds ofLavnl, wlio had lost their 
flag, reveng-ed themselves hy excursions against such of 
the nei^hhoiiring parishes astliey suspected of royalism. 
Jean Chouan thereiipon ileterniined to try the valour of 
bis men. He attacked the patriots at liauney-Yilliers, 
and repulsed them, with the loss of twenty men. Tha 
Chouans were now denounced by Graffin, and eondemned 
to death. They accordingly took rdfuge in ^lisdon 
Woody— a little band of forty men, tiie most deteimined 
salt-smugglers of the country. Among tliem was a man 
of the name of Mielette, who contested with Jean him- 
self the sovereig-nty of the contrahand trade. With this 
small foice^ Jean kept up a continued war with th« 
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authorities; and in some instances with eonsiderable 
loss to the Blues. The insurrection, however, failed to 
spread on account of the pacific poHcy of the Blues; 
and Choiian was •^fill in tlie woods, whon tho. Vendcan 
army, after achieving* its vast successes, and sustaining 
that great reverse which prosti ated the energies of the 
insurgents, crossed the Lone, and attempted to carry 
on the sting-g'le in Brittany. 

Besides Cliouan's party in Misdon Wood, there were 
similar bands of insui^ents in most of the forests of 
Brittany, who had all of them more or less distinguished 
themselves in encounters with the republicans. These 
separate and independent bands were m themselves but 
little formidable ; yet they offered^ as Canclaux per- 
eeivedi all the matei i for a numerous army. Their 
union was prevented by tire jTidicious measures of the 
Convention. But one, whose name is scarcely less cele- 
hrated tlian tliat of Jean Cotterean inmself, Con:-* Jo- 
f?eph de Puisave, attempted, and with wonderful success, 
the concent)*ation of their force. 

Count Joseph de Puisaye was bom at Moitaf»Tie, 
and neither spoke the Breton tongue nor shared the 
Breton character. It would not have been surprising, 
therefore, if he had fiiiled in obtaining influence over a 
people proverbial far their fierce jealousy of foreigners. 
He was, moreover, although courageous enough, not 
remarkable for daring ; and though a Catholic, still de- 
void of that firm devotion to the Cliurch which charac- 
terised the men wliorn Iif^ aspired to lead. But he had 
taken refnjre m ]'\y\\iHr\\ i'rom the fnrv of tlip .Itiro- 
bins; and although tlie inhabitants had been iiwljidden 
to harbour him un-der ]min of death, he hail received 
from them the most generous hospitality. They had 
for^t>tten the foreigner in the refugee, and thus he 
had gained an ascendency over them which enabled 
him to cany out his project with success. The peasants 
gave him their entire confidence; the nobles seemed 
at once to repognise his authority ; and the priests came 
fbnraid m lita devoted advocetea. And ao vigonnii 
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wm -bis jneamiSy Hu^ at Laval lie wm ^ » poBkjea 
lo offer to tho cQi^neil-{j^eDeral of the expeditbnarj 
fumy iihj thonnuid men on its appeamnee at Heiwes. 
The offer, and t\w. mauDer of its being deojjugied, liave 
already been related. Not satisfied vitb the flection 
W his proposal, he sought an interview with the chiels 
at Laval 'y but on amvmg at that city, found that they 
hnd advanced to Fongores. Thither he followed, but 
y,iis UiW unuhle to meet them; and at length he tor)k 
refuse in tli' torest of Pertre, wheirt he was Ftvni joim d 
by «Jean Chuuun imd a number of Uie Ihvtf>ii pf u^aiits, 
who, under the name of the Little Veutiee, Imd lou^ht 
|rith the grand army and es^-aped its disastei-s. 

Jean Chouaa baa been ^are of the expeqted pass- 
age of the althoug^h not of the lu-e^ise point 
irlikb it would be eiffeetra ; and one de^ he bad given 
M lendeysvons to Puisaye, in the foicst ot Pertre, with a 
yiew to concert mea±»ures ^oy a coalition of the 3i^etoa 
with the Vendean insurgents, when one of his men ex- 
claimed that he heaivl thunder. " It is La Vendue," 
snitl Jean, putting his ear to the ground; ''it is the 
S<>unil of rnnirKwi Let us on to Lkval, the Prince do 
Tuimont exptn ts lus there." The troop set off in the " 
middle of the ni^ht, re<Tiiitin^- as they went; and Jtan 
t!jjtered Laval at tJiu iie;ul uf fuur hundred men, Ijesides 
'four thousand five hundied* other eonibatants who came 
in from odier parts of Maine, llieir arrival eieited the 
jpreatest transport jn the Vendean arniy ; for Jean's I'epu^ 
tation was well known m their side the Loire. This 
Breton continffent was known as tlie Little Vendee : 
they j)erformea good service at the great battle which 
took plae(; tlie next meaning, when the repuhiiean ai'my 
sustained tlieir memoi-able defeut. 

The Little Vendee, with Jean at th(*ir head, followed " 
the gi*aii(l ai-my throii^-h all its foitviiics, iind sl;tir»'(l 
with it tiie reverse at Granville and the gl'jrioiis vicTory 
at Dol. When all seemed lost, and the entire armv Icni 
taken to tiiglit, anud the repi-oaches of the wouKij aiid 
fim leorinunations of the lu^—wUen ^tpifiet luiut)^ 
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was at the h* ad of the runaways, and the very cavalry 
suiFei*ed tbeniseives to he carried a>\ ay hy the g-enei-al 
ftnic, — then Jean Chouan stotnl tiiin with his Little 
eiidee between the army and LfitLiiu de^struction. 
He it was who, with Talmont^ kvpi ihe enemy at bay, 
till the return Ijirochejacouelein, and the faeroie 
liortatioDS of tlie ciiii6 of 9t Mano-4t»'&li^ bad lestorad 
aome degree qf oavragie to the mifeeUad Veod^iits, 
and tlie Biaaater was chaaged into a triumph. At La 
JPidche lie was agpaio instruineutal in beating^ off Waa- 
termann. At Mans he kept up the stnig^le f'l-om house 
to house long- after every vestio-e of hope liad fled tlic 
Vendean pnrty ; and after the i-out of Savenay, wlin: 
thei-e was no longer au army to ti^ht, he returned w ith 
a small I'emnant of his followers to Im old quauters in 
Jdisdon Wood. 

Two or thiee thousand Bretons perisljed in the 
xwd^a of the Vendeiui amy* Tlskf Imraver, did not 
dbedc the pro^ i^a of ^ inaorMotion : the ioeiing o4* 
abhoiTanee to the Republic inoieaaad day by day ; hut 
Puh^nye was comjielled to abandon his ongioal plan of 
uniting m one the Various bodies of inani^gents which 
appeaml all ovor the countiy. The Bretons oouki be 
induced even less than tlie Vendeans to leave their oii n 
immediate dij?triet. Their g'enpi-al, therefore, endeavoured 
to perfect the mode of wai tai-e natui tdly adopts hy 
the natives; and the Chouannerie, wliicli wns orignnally 
an accident, became a syst^jm. The in.siii j^ents were 
iurnied into stationaiy divisions, varying- li-om three to 
seven or eight hundred strong. As soon as a repub- 
Ikan cohuan ventufed into the ^nntry, it finind itself 
antronnded by invkthle oneimes, against whom no tao- 
ties were anooassfid. The -Chonans xarely showed them* 
selves to the enemy, or engaged in battle* Concealed 
behind trees, and diftpersed eveiy whei-e, thej harassed 
the invading party without gai^eirmg in return. Never 
appeanng- in masses, they could not be routed. H 
silf-nred in the moming-, by mid-dav they collected in 

peater ^MBibaw ^Ikm-mmpm 4ha notfa aH the inuakoti^ 
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Fiinimnnpfl fresh combatants fo fhv «pot. Scarcely was 
OIK (oiiliict ovei-, when another coniiiipnred, and t)i'^ ?ol- 
( 1 I 'M - knew lio rest. Bi itUinv nnd Maine, like La Vendee, 
JUL' cumitries of hocag'e. Each field is surrounded by 
ditches and thick liedg-es ; with larg-e trees at intervuL^, 
Stretching out their bi-anches on all sides. The ground 
.is erossed by ft multitude of water-oonraes; and the 
forests and woods offered to the insurgents an inviol- 
able asylum. These natural advantages Puisaje and 
the Ghouans were not slow to discern and turn to the 
discomfiture of tiie enemy ; and the republicans were 
bewildered by a foe whom they could least grasp when 
he was most destnidivp. 

Tn the heart of the ibrests the Chouans constructed 
cabins, to which thev could always resort after each 
battle. In woods of small extent, like the wood of 
MisdoiL ,J( an Cliouan's retreat, these were mostly sub- 
ten a utaa, tor greater security j but in the larger forests, 
as the forest of Pcrtre, they were thus formed : stakes 
were driven into the ground^ and woven with branches 
with the leaves on; the roof was framed of lon^ 
poles^ crossed and tied together at the top, and 
fastened at the bottom by ropes to the stakes, which 
were thus rendered more secura; turfs were laid upon 
the jK)les, and the cabin so made rain-proof ; a Lole 
in tlie middle, plastered wnth several layers of earth, 
served for a chimney. In a cabin so constructed seven 
men could obtain shelter; and in such a one Puisaye 
liTed continually^ sharing all the baid&hips of the 
Chouans. 

The Convention, occupied with the war in La Ven- 
dfiB and trusting to its policy of conciliation, paid little 
attention to the Ghouans. They ap{)ear6d to them ra- 
ther in the light of a horde of brigands, than as politi- 
cal enemies. But by accident they became acouainted 
with the coiTespondence which Puisaye had li*om the 
iirst carried on with England. It was Puisaye's errot- 
to believe that the whole success of the insurrection 
diipepdfld on the support of Gjwat Britaini and jrhea 
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the British emissaries appeared at Laval^ and pi*oposed 
I/O the leaders of the gi-and am j to possess themselyes . 
of Granville, for the deharcation of troops and nmmu- 
nition, he had commenced a ne^tiation for assistance 
with hovd Dundas. Surprised m his cabin one morn- 
ing; bv a pai-ty of republicans, he barely escaped with 
his liie; and all his papers fell into tlie hands of the 
enemy. 

The Conveiiti«in then for the first time perceived the 
dang'er tliey were in from these despised Ohouans, and 
took meuoures to repress tiium with their usuul prompti- 
tude. Fresh troops were sent into Brittany ; a pai-t of 
the fofest of Pertre was searched by General Beanfort^ 
and sevei*al hundreds of peasants captured. General 
Rossi&^nol, Beaoforf 8 superior officer, thereupon re* 
ported the war terminated. Carrier, not so easily 
satisfied, oitlered terrorism to be establislied through* 
out tlii country ; the property of rebels to bo confis- 
cated, absentees to be jndg-ed rebels, suspected persons 
to be imj)risoned, and firn ond '^woi'd to be employed 
for the subju<i"ation ot tlie insurg-ents. He was obeyed^ 
hut still tlie insurrection spr ead. 

Then Kleber was charged with its suppression. 
That general proceetled with ^reat vigour and ability. 
Estabushmg himself in various Tillages, he converted 
tiie churches into fortresses; and thmce he issued in 
eight divisions to traverse the whole country, envelop- 
ingf the foi'est of Pertre, disarming all suspected p^ 
sants, and skilfully dealing with such as appeared 
peaceable and harmless. This system, without -beings 
crowned with entii*e success, was slowly putting a stop 
to the Chouannerie, when Kleb(T was recalled, and su- 
pereed^'d by Vaeliot, who pui-sued (ijiposite tactics, and 
the Chouans appeai*ed again more niiinerous and daring 
than ever ; so that after a long struggle the Convention 
had the mortification fo receive fi^oni tlieir reprosent^itive 
on the spot the assurance of his conviction that ^'the 
Chouannerie was the radical disease of the country. 
Wherever tJiera wis m mnp he wat eithflr a Chouan m 
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It would be tmpoflnble to rhre m detftfled aeeonnt of 

the Cbouannerie, from its bi-okeo eluuftteter and its ab- 
Benoe of plan. Distribnted all over tbe oountrj^ not a 
day pasied tbat was not marked by numerous nregii- 
lar encoimtws with the B!ue>. The whole province, 
from Jj'Av.]] to Brest, and from Vitnnf'^ to St. Malo, 
was in arms. Here the iri'^iiru*( nt- sliovved themselves 
to the number of five or six hundred men, there not 
perhaps a^iove fiftv or sixty; bnt the smallest conn- 
pauies would make their attacks, and a finji^le man would 
iire on a legiment and be gone. A few chiefs whose 
district) joinfld might aad then unite their strength 
for soma oommoii na^rtakin^; but such eODcertod 
movements were very rare. Tbe spirit of absolute in* 
de^)endence was imiversal, and formed the g^test 
obstacle which Puisaye had to encounter. Neverthe- 
less, in this war of skirmishes and ambuscades be per- 
ceived a means of trainia^ his sokliei-s, and of wearing 
nut the patience find spirit of the Blues. But he de- 
sired more tlian that. He hoped to form nn ni-niy 
wliich «}toul(l he ready wlien tlif nvnrrK'Tjf jirnved to 
appear ui iorce and strike a decisive blow ; nod in order 
to accomplish this, he made it a practice, wiien lie went 
to inspect a distant company of insurgents, to take with 
him a party of Chouaas from some other neigli hour- 
hood. Thus, by littie and little, both soldiers and 
officers became Imbituated to leaving home, and fami- 
liar with tbe idea of vndertakiiig some general enter- 
prise. The presence of certain of the Yendean generals 
who remained in Brittany after the rout at Savenav, 
* conduced to the success of his design ; especially as the 
Chonannerie presently extended into Anjou. 

And vet. notwithstanding" the activity of Pui?ave 
in the oi-^i-anisation of las men, !m> fpll into the ei-ror of 
rest ram in ti;" tlieir a»-dour by usel''^> delays, and no'jo- 
tiatiuLi" with England, when he shmiM have ])een fii: lit- 
mg with the KejMibliOb Maaj a Yendean chief who had 
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jtl;irr'(i liimself under Iji's orders witlidrew in vexation 
at seeint< neirlftcted so many ftivoimi))lo oppoi-tnnities 
for u jj-enerul insurrection ; and Maiig^ny, who had 
lingered in Brittany after the final catastmphe hi Sa- 
YenaT in order to spread the insurrection in Brittany, 
speedily retuned to join his old comrades on the left 
Donk of the Lou<e. 

'When, in the beginninfr of June 1794, Tinteniac made 
Lis second mission to the Vendeans, lie took the 0|>j)or- 
tunity of examining for himself the exact eondition oi 
the Cliouannpi-ie. Piiisnye received him warmly, con- 
fided to hirn his most 8eci*et planrJ, and obtained t'l-om 
the )'»nmiise of assistance fro?n the Eng-Hsh <rovern- 
luent and tlie Breton rpfn«xet*>'. But Tintcniac e.sj>e- ^ 
cially Tirg"ed on t]ie Chouun chief the advantage of f 
personal visit to Loudon. Yon will do moi*e your- 
self/' he said, ^'in one fortnight than all those who 
are there can do in jws; and one hour's eonyersation 
with you will be more emctive than volumes of corre« 
sponaAnoe." Puisaye was flattered by the noCimi of 
appearing- in London as the representative of the west^ 
and determined to acce)>t the nra()06ition ; but before 
starting he took care to fortify tne work he had so well 
heg-un, by npf)ointin<>* a mnjor-g"eneral in his place, of 
the name of Cormatin, a council, a committee of pn- 
I'isbps, and wliafi'ver else was necessary for tlie well- 
beings of the msur^ents, who had now ht conie so 
numerous and so well org-anised, as to merit the title 
thev had assiimed of the Catholic iind Royal Army 
of iBrittnnv. When he had tfaas «eeaied his woric, 
he sailed mr London towards the end of September 
1704. 

But while Puisaye was ongug^d in negotiatiena 
with Pit^ Windhamy and Dundas, an event occurred 
whieh he had not foreaem. Tim Convention attempted 

t>o conclude a treaty of peace with the insurp^nts. The 
amnesty of the 2d December wn'^ piibHshed in Hriftan^ 
as in La Vendee ( rlie reader will perhaps recollect that 
both |»'ovi9oes were ioielnded in its onbr oi' paitioo) ; 
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and General Hoche, who had been recently nominated 
to the chief command of tlie armies of Brest and Cher- 
bourg, exhibited a desire to conciliate the Choiians. As 
in La Vend^ the preliminaries were difficult. The 
good faith oftiie republicans was suspected; and many, 
like Stofflet^ were opposed to any pacification at alL 
Ilowever, on the 8a January 1795, a susjiension ot 
hostilities was agreed upon ))c't\veen the royalist com- 
mittee and the representative of the repuWicans. ^lili- 
tary o}»erations were lu'vfrrlieless earned on after that 
date. Many of the iii^u; u'^nt? irtVi-^ed to recognise the 
authority of the committee; and it was not till the 17th 
Fehioiai y thatCormatin signed the treaty ol'LaJaunais 
at J\ antes, along with Chai'ettej the example of the 
renowned chief of Bas Poitou having great weight with 
the advocates for war. But the peace was not esta^ 
blished even yet ; acts of aggression continued on both 
sides. Stilly the longer it was delayed, the more anxious 
the republicans became for the cessation of hostilities, 
as the extent of the danger became daily more appa* 
rent. On the 2uth March, Hoche wrote thus to the 
Committee of Public Safety : " What I can discover 
of tli(- })r()jccts of tlie Cliouans is suthcient to make me 
tremble as a good rej)ubliean. To stai-ve towns into 
insurrection, to intercept all commimication, to assas- 
sinate patriots and public officers, to obtain gold fi om 
Eugiaud by lorged assignats, to bribe our soldiers and 
sailors ancl buy our secrets, to seize on our arsenals, 
organise a large army^ extend the Chouannerie over 
the whole surface of the Republic, and spread terrorism 
every where ; — ^these, in few words, are their atrocious 
designs.'* And as the only means of averting the dan- 
ger, he recommends the immediate libemtion of the 
refi-actoiy priests. To his own generals he speaks in 
the ?ame strain, and exboi-ti them " not to let a Uttle 
religion stop tliem ; but to go to ^Ijiss, if necessary — ■ 
to speak of God wit h reverence — and to give out that 
God Will puiiisii act^ oi violence an<l blood. The mind 
recoils at the thought of blasphemous hypocrisy like 
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tliis; but it is impossible to dt ny the wisdom of the 
advice. And at La Mabillais, near liennes, on the lUth 
AfM'il, the pence was finally concluded, upon the terms 
wiiich had been ^riinted to La Vendee. The gi'eat ad- 
vocate for peace on the part of the Bretons was Cor- ^ 
matin, who torged Puisaye's name to a document jpving 
him plenary powers to negotiate with the Convention. 
But of tliB Imndred and twenty-five officers who took 
pai-t in the discussion, only twenty were on liis side ; 
and Georffes Cadoudal es{)ecially, one of the principal 
'»hiefs of Morbihan, protestt'd ag^ainst the pacitication. 
He and mfiny others had sworn never to make peace 
with the Kepublic ; knowing*" tliis, the Blues distrusted 
the pacihcation ; and while Cormatin made a triumph- 
ant entry into Kennes, each paity continued to prepare 
for war. 

When hostilities commenced, the family of Jean 
Chouan consisted of seven persons: his motber, bis four 
hrotherSy Pierre, Jean, Frangois, and Hen^; and his 
two sisters, Perrine and Renee. By the 1st August 
1794, the youngest of the four brothers was the only 
one of the seven left alive; the rest had ail perished. 
The heroic motlier had been killed in the rout at Mans; 
Fran(^ois had died of his wounds; Pierre had been taken 
and g-iiillotined ; rlie two {laughtei"s had also perished on 
the scafluld, as sisters of the great bi-igtind. The story 
of their death is of a piece with the history of the 
whole family. On being- brougfht before the judg-es, 
PeiTine displayed exti^aoidinary coui-age. "You treat 
us as brigands," she said; -''out tbe good God will 
judge us, and you also, and will award to encli what is 
just. I throw myself on His mercy. ¥rom you I ex- 
pect neither justice nor pity. I glory in being the 
sist^' of Jean Chouan." ften^e, on the other band, 
wept at the thought of the terrible death which they 
weie g'oing- to suffer. Still she would condescend to 
.nsk no favour at, the hands of hrr fxrcmtioners on ths 
bpn^h. On her way to the scattold, her limbs failed 
her at eveiy step; Wt her more oourageous sifter >ub^ 
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tsaned hm, eathortei. her to resigTWition, spcke of th» 
glorious reward in storf frrr tliern, and saw lior die; 
and then, wl«in her own tui-n came, calmly nmd<) tl» 
Bi^n of the rross, and said, " Vice If Rm * Vice Jmn 
Ctmw.nl God jirotect them, and have mercy on me!** 
Mielett«, Jean Choiian*s friend, was in the crowd : an<t 
aftei* tiieir death rushed up to the scaffoid, and dipped 
•% bandkercfaief \^ tMr btwd^* and bttmg^t it to tbcfr 
biotifa^. Hftree^hrvd'tbe news of their dea^ in silienoe; 
took tbo hmdScerdfeief, and p h mwl it in \m bosom, and' 
went aiwrtij. It was found there sliortly aftei-wards^ 
when he was killed in the* deieiice of hif^ sistet^in-law, 
Rent's wife. He died samunded by his men, whom, 
with his In^t breath, he enconrapred to be tnie to tlieir 
Grod and their king*. He was buried cai-etiilly and 
secretly, to protect tlie body from flie veni^-faure of the 
Blues, by whom he was regarded with the *^reatest 
terror; and who did not cease, after his decen^^e, to 
blacken Ids memory with the charge of the most ati*o-^ 
cious ortjDie§i 

9ttcb was tb^ €Dd of tbis oxtraonifnary mail) wbo' 
gave bis name to a civil war, ^ compared to whicb,"' 
said General Hoebe, all others are trat child's P^'*'* 

However, he was only the prectn'sor of that strife, of ■ 
which Jarabe d' Argent and M« Jacques were to be tW 
heroes. Jean Chouan had no idea of oi'gamsing* or 
extending* the insurrection. In t}<e particular combat in 
V hicli he liappeiied to be engaged, bf was resi5^tlew«; 
but. he had neither the ambition nor the genius to be- 
come a f^ireat captain; and therefore his death had 
little influence on the insmrection. His work was ac^ 
complished ; and he disappeared ^hen others wei*e only 
commencing theii«. 

Aflter tne destniotion of the OtiliboHc army, a fresh 
fbi«e was fbimed out of the few remaining Vendeans 
end the inhabitants of Maine. These bad no re^-ular 
chiefs, the boldesty or he who stniek outthebesi jdan 
for the occasion, marching at the head of his comnides : if 
bis plaa'fiMi«^ <r a'betlerw«s sQg^ asotbei^ hr 
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resigned the command and became a private soldier, — 
to resum'e it again |)^rhaps later in the day. But as the 
most able or the most courag-eous man naturally found* 
himself at the head most frequently, he came to possess 
a certain authority- in the e) es of the others. Thert 
wiis a lame beggar named Louis Treton, who sooli ao* 
quired a supremacy of this Idud^ This man was hoiii^' 
to ffOTem othei's. When a hdy he had kept a fiirmer^s' 
flodcs; and even the brute b^iss^faad acknowledged 
his i>ower. The most restive hors^ the fiercest bulf^ 
quoiled beneath his eye. However, in an unequal com> , 
oat with a famished wolf, he received a wound which 
crippled him for life; and he was a l)eggar from villnge 
to villao-e wlien the civil wai' burst foi-th. liOiiis Tretcm 
joined tlic insurrection not for pay, nor to defend the 
ci*own, but lor the Chuivh. He was a man worthy in 
evciT res[)( r't to l)e i-anked with Cathelincau himselfT 
When, ait<^r the disasters of Mans and Savenay, sitt 
Ifaine was pi-ostrate with *teri-or, he went from rarm to 
ftnuy and called the young men hy their names to taktf ' 
up arms. He spoke to them only of their ruined 
churches and their proscribed faith $ and when he spoktf * 
none could choose but heai-ken. His voice, strong^ 
enough to be heard above the din of battle, was at 
other times wimdng and sweet; but alike iiTesistible 
when agitated with {xission, ov c&lm with the very' 
©aj*ne*;tness of his pui^pose. 

He w as soon marked out to be the proper letider of 
his countrymen, by two victories that were d\w tu him, 
and one del'eat that they sntl'cied from disrecfardinn- liis 
advice. Jambe d' Argent, so he was cjilled in iillusi<»a 
to the tin plate which covered his wound, immediately* 
gave pi<oo& pf his great sagacity in the mannei* with 
which he treated the few rivals who contested his sove* 
reignty. He then set to work to rekindle the insun^ 
tion. He had long studie'd all the chances of that war 
of flies against the republican lion; and he knew that 
the secret of success in an unequal strife lay in tht 
tit of envelo|ung weakness in mystery', and kee|Mi]^ 
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tlie strong-er party in the constant fear of an unseen, 
antagonist. The difficultv was to get this ph\n ao 
OjBpted. The peasants had long ceased to think of his 
iame le^ ; bat the nobles of Maine^ unlike their hrethrra 

in La \ endee, would not have a crippled beggar to lead 
tliem. He might die for their sakes, but they would not 
^ follow his counsels. Jambe d^4Tgent, with a nobility of 
soul worthy of his cause, sought out for some step-fatlif»i 
to his plan^, bj whom they mi^'lit be executed; though 
he should lose therehv the honour of their conception. 

His choice fell on a ^-entleman strange to Elaine, 
*and known by tlie name of M. Jacques. This officer had 
aj>j)eared on the right bank of tlie Mayenne soon after 
the destruction of the royal aimy ; but he was in com- 
mand of no troops ; he was amy seen in moments of 
great peril : then he suddenly showed himself in the 
first rank, where he gave some order or executed some 
liiovemcnt which at once changed tlie lout into a vic- 
tory. He, like Jarabe d'Arg-ent, had the power of 
fascinating all hearts : in the chateaux the ladies pmised 
liis manners; in the hidinf^-places which lif found for 
the clerg}', the priests extolled his learnino-; and the 
pensants aven-ed that no man ever hnndled a musket 
<)]• I'otle a hoi-se with p-eater skill than he. He could 
tire out the strongest walkers ; he seeraed insensible tc 
himger or thirst, and proof against wind and sun and 
rain. He spoke little ; but every word sank into the 
i^pemory. He possessed also the rare power of Csesar : 
at the same instant he would give an order, hear a 
repoi-t, and wiite a despatch, without distraction 0^ 
confusion. No one knew his haunts, or his resources, 
oi* his means of communication. He appeared and dis- 
appeared Tike the kni2*hts in ancient story, who would 
suddenly anive, carry off rvery nrize in the tounia- 
ment, and then vanish in a eloua of dust. That M. 
Jacques was an assumed name no one doubted; and the 
general belief was that he wa? the Buke d'Kngliien, 
tmd the precursor of the Count d Aituis, >*ixo:ie csouujug 
had been so often promiaaL 



CU. XII.] LA TENDtB. 193 

Whether true op false, this report invented M. 
Jaoqties with that rank for lack of which Jambe 
d' Argent was unable to influence the nobles. The 
latter accordinfr-ly resolved to intniPt to him the exe- 
CTition of )iis ]>lan tor the new Chouannerie, and for 
that end d(^munded an interview. M. Jacques at onoe 
emljra€ed the lame beg-g-ar's principle of action, and tlie 
details were arranged between them. Each band was 
to remain in its own parish, under the command of its 
own leadei' j but a supreme chief was to give unity to 
the war, and when need were, assemhle the various 
eoqis. A regular service for the transport of des- 
patches was to he established; magazines of victuals 
were to ^ set up in the several forests ; the herdsmen 
were to serve as sentinels, the beggars as spies, the 
women as messengers. Head-quarters wore appointed, 
and new names given to tlieni for the embairassment 
of the Bhies. J;mibe d'Aru'ent clios/^ for liis own re- 
treat the fann-house of C»i-and Bonhige, which he called 
tlie cjimp of the High Meadows. Thej e he repaired to 
organise the insun-ection. His first core w as to con- 
trive in it a retreat for fugitive priests, proscribed 
Women, and the wounded | and so ingenious was his 
oiTangement, tliat the Blues searched the farm-house 
twenty times and found nothing. When all these pre- 
liminaries were happily accomplished, the agitation 
commenced every where at once. 

While M. Jacques, who was only a private gentle* 
man from Anjou, who chose to preserve his incognito 
to ]irotect liis mother and sistei*s from the vengeance 
of the Blues, acted as the ostpn>i])le leader, it was 
Jambe d' Argent who really commanded tlie peasantry of 
Maine. W ith variotis success, this self-taught general 
conducted the most difficult enterprises against the re- 
publicans ; his know ledge and tact iucTcasing with his 
oppoi-tunities of exercibing them. The influence which 
he possessed over his men was, howeyei-, hardly realised 
in the province till he received a wound which threat* 
AMd to lie mortal^ rad the question of his successoi 
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had absented lumself, and was snpfxiaed io ha?^ beep 
tiain, and thete was no one left to take the lead* Jamba 
d'Argent recovered, and lived to take part, very iini<;h 
against his will, in the pncific-ation of Ckinnatin: iwt, 
however^ till nftsf the death of M. Jacqiies, who sud- 
denly a|>[H;ared again as one bereft of reason ; nnd in- 
stead of the cool brarory he had always shown, now 
seemed less to seek victory than (h ath. Yet deatli tle^i 
from him. Bullets li-lonccd funn his [)lume of feathers, 
pabres were turned ijy his silk and velvet j be rode tie- 
liberately through vulleys of muskefci*y, aod eaine t>ut 
unwounded. " He tempts God," muttered the qwe- 
ttricken Cbonans^ and God will abandcm htm.*' And 
it was so. fell as he was advancing*, twli w bandy 
to (re a drarcb, in which the Bines had as usual takeyi 
refuge, not wounded by tlie enemies' ballSy bnt sttic^en 
by God J and he died three days afterwards, carrying 
with him to the tomb the fortunes of the Chouannerie iu 
MninOj and the secret of his own despair. It was after 
M'ards said that a nohle ladv, betrothed to a Veiuleai 
officer, had lollowed hisn arross the Loire, and seen him 
perish at Mans: that slie iiad conceived, in consequence, 
tlie most violent hatred against the Republic, and had 
retired to a mined chateau of her family, which by 
chance Jacoues bad made bis retreat; that she bad a&» 
cepted his hand that she might employ it to avenge 
the death of her dead lover, on whom all her affections 
were still centered; and that M. Jacques^ convinced of 
the tioith on the veiT day of his mainag;e| had sought 
death in a fi-enzy of despair. 

The first epoch in tlie Chouannerie closed with the 
deatli of Jean Uottereau; the second w iis terminated hv 
that of M. Jacques. Every where but in Maine the 
'nsurrcction hatl clianged its c^iaracter. Tntrif>:ne had 
taken the place of open warfare. Charette and Stoffltit 
had Ijad recourse to diploncacy in La Vendee j and uu 
Br ttanj Puisaye was en^g-ed in negotiations of vari- 
ous kmoB. 4Aer the death of M . Jacques, Jamb9 
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d' Argent signed the treaty of HalnllftiSy or at least 
agreed to a suapensioii of arms. But, e9 ve bare seen, 
neither party had confidence in the security of the 
peacei or the good faith of the other; and perpptuiil 
engagements took place, in one of which Jambe d'Ar- 
gfent was) killed. Ho was hui-ied seci-etly, ns all other 
leadei-s of the day j but his <rrnve is shown. He ^vus a 
ffood and upright man; actiiat"d hy no pei-sonal am- 
bition or secondary motives, he luuglit Uke Cathelineau 
for the faith of his fathei-s, and he died like hii4 a mar- 
tyr to his cause. 

This single-minded devotion to the Church aloi^e 
was rare among the leaders of the Cfaonannene* Even 
Jean Cbouan was actuated as much' by gratitude to the 
throne, and k>ve to the house of Talmont> as by the 
higher motive with which Jambe d' Argent was in- 
sinred. But the insurgents generally were devoted 
Christians. Yet the Chouannerie has been popularly 
described by the revolutionary writeis, who hud an in- 
terest in conceuHng* the truth, as nothing' but a series 
of thefts and asjias^inations. That the Chouans (iicl 
indulge in fearful reprisals for the outjnpes they had 
suffered from the Blues, is undeniable; but very little 
is true of all that is laid tu their ciiarge; and the reports 
of General Hoche, with reg-ard to the designs of the 
insni^^ecits, had no foundation in iiict There were, 
howerer, a set of men who associated themsehes with 
the Chouans for the sole object of robbery ; and the 
acts of this small section have been ascribed to the 
whole army. By a diabolical device of the GonTention, 
the Chouannerie'^ lies open to the accusation on another 
account also. The (jhouans committed no excesses 
against the general population of the country, but only 
ag^ainst the notorious supporters of the Kejmblic : ia 
coiisequenee, tl>ey were univeisallv protected and led 
by the peaceable inhabitants. 'Ae Convention })er- 
ceived tliat this popularity rendered them uiviucible; 
and thev formed out of the dregs of then* own army a 
body ot men armed and dressed like Ckmamf worn 
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from the country. These soldiers were ordered to put 

to fire and sword all indiscriminately, and so destroy 
the prestig*e fop ovdov and g'ood conduct wliich the 
true Chouans had acquired. The f^reater ati*ocities 
tliey committed, the hetter tliey fulHllpd their mission; 
and the revolutionar}'^ hulletias wert' siion full of de- 
tails of the frightful crimes of the Ciiouans. The 
couiiti v, however, was not to be deceived. All the 
world knew that these were the acts of false Chouans: 
and the real insui'gents were not the less welcome 
wherever they went. Such deeds of violence were in- 
consistent with the known practices of the soldiers 
Puisaye and Jambe d' Argent,— of men who, to chase 
away bad thoug-hts while they lay conceal ?d in their 
lints, used to recite the rosary aloud for a portion of the 
day. " Comrndos," said .Tamlie d*Arg*ent, "let us 
think of God, if we would liave Him think of us.*' 
The same chief let a column of t he enemy escape, rather 
than attack them in the church vv here he had been l>ap- 
tised. Auotlier chief declared, that wlioever lilnsphemed 
the name of God should be put to death j and he exe- 
cuted his threat on a soldier who transgressed. Such 
sentiments as these could not have b^onged to men 

ftven over, as the republicans reported, to every excess, 
hey were not inconsistent, as this penalty for bhs* 
phemy shows, with tenible severity ; but it is impos* 
sibie to associate them with cold-blooderi rnm-der, rob- 
hpvy, and outmg'e. The Bretons are natumlly a fierce 
and ru'Tg'ed race. The countrymen of Catheliiirnn, the 
men of Anjon. nw. ^rentle, quiet, easy in their manners, 
slow to take otfence, fond of pleasure, and as cheerful 
as their own smilinir fiehls and sunny hills. The Bretons 
are like the daik lorests in which tliey live; and thoug'h 
fighting side by side, had nothing in common with 
their neighbours but their love of the Church and ol 
their hiafl^ 

The Chouaxmerie, stigmatised by its enemies as a 
'■^ierifls of thefts axul assasHinatianSi abounds with in* 

t 
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stanoes of the most exalted hefoism and the most gene- 
TOU8 devotion. The following is one of the episocfes of 
that eventful war. 

; When the Chouans first took up annS| there lived 
as poitrese in the chateau of Thur^ a poor widow 
woman named Madame Huneau. She was known to 
nil tlio conntry round for her works of mercy. Hnying 
acquired some practical knowled'^e of medicine, slie 
was a constant attendant \ij)on the sick-beds of the 
jHX)r; imd when her skill was insufHcient to effect a 
cure, she soothed and comforted the dyin<^ with the eon- 
Kolations of religion, for she was of an exemplary devo- 
tion. She had an only son, too young- to take any part 
in the insurrection ; but he contrived to be useful to the 
Chouans by carrying their conespondence and watch- 
ing the movements of the Blues* The paiHsans of the 
liepublic in the neighbourhood| suspecting the cause of 
his frequent absence from home, laid wait for liim ; and 
as he was retuining one eyening from one of liis expe- 
ditions^ he was shot in the avenue of the cliateaii, and 
within a few pacos: of his mother. At the same time a 
man i-iislied through the bushes, and Tnade his escai)©, 
Ilei skill, j)oor woman, was useless, lur lie was mortally 
wounded J but, in resignation to the will of God, she 
gave herself up with greater diligence to her works of 
chaiity. 

Not long after the murder of her son, she heard of 
tlie dangerous illness of a notorious terromt in the 
iiidighbourhood. His cries and blasphemies were se 
fright^l, that none of his own people would venture 
near his bed-side. The poor woman tremoied at hear* 
ii)g the name of the sick man ; \m%, with a generosity 
which grace only could inspire, she approached his 
house. He was then l}'ing' prostrate after a paroxysm 
of dehnum ; but at the sound of her voice lie started 
up in a sort of frenzy, crying — " What has brought 
this wuman here ? Does she know what I have done? 
Has she come to enjoy my torments? Away, out of 
liy sight ! Thei'e i& no pity or mercy for me. I am 
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eexisSnioh^dBinxaedi dodHbMfooiiliclofotsfttene,*^ 
The poor widow shoddeMd at his mvings; but sinr 
fitajeOf and collecting all her streng th, said, — " O 
miserable mm! why blaspheme? Repent, and God 
will hare mercy upon you. Has He not sent me hei-tf 
to VOTT ? find now I know that yon aro the man who 
killed my son. Ah, since God hns sent me here to 
pardon you, withoTit dmilif Ffp will pardon you also. 
Merit, then. His forgiv eness by repentance." 

The heart of the i-eprobate was touched. He was 
contrite; but to render his conversion more profit-abl(» 
and complete, there was needed still the minister of 
God, to t^ceire the solemn eoitfession of his sint<, anif * 
prononnee, in the name of God, his entire absolution. 
In the canton was a priest, with whose retreat Madame 
Huneau was acquainted. With great danger both to 
herself and to him she brought him to the dyingf peni* . 
tent, and had the satisfaction of seeing h\m reconciled 
to heaven^ and able to meet death with confidence. He 
lived eifjlit days, dunnp;' which the holy woman never 
(juitted the bedside of her son's murderer ; and, as he 
expired with a blessing; on his lips, reeeived Ins last 
sigh. One such incident as this seems enough to make 
reparation for n liundred acts of revenprc; and such as 
was Mudanie iluneau was, in lii.s way, many a rough 
Ohouan, who fought for his God and his icing, and 
when the fight was over fbtgftte his enemies and 
spared their iWes. It is always the evil which fibats; 
to the stirface. On a review of the past, the Instorian 
sees and relates crimes of bloodshed and violence be<^ 
catise they force themselves upon his attention. It if 
only by accident that he becoinM aoqwdntod wiflh tM 
if gmatomty and charity. 



CHAPTER Xlll. ' 

in Eagland^The royal agency at Paria^Henewi^ of )io«ti- 
Hties in Bnttany nml in La Vendue— A i do - de CMDp off tbc Ctoan* 
d'Artois tp Bas Poitou— Qtiiberoii. 




|HILB Connatiii biidied hiniBelf in pnsifi* 
eationg witli the Republie, Paissrfe 
ift London negotiating' wi& the Englisb 
gt>yernme&t for the iuMilment of some ef 
their many promi>^ to the insurffents of 
the west. In this he was Fncressnil. He 
conducted In'm^^^lf with his iisTinl dij^cre- 
tion ; not putting- liimself forward ns the 
leader of a psirtj, but keeping- aioof, and 
shunning' rrftlu^r than inviting* attention. 
Bjy^this coiiduct he secui*ed the confidence 
ot the ministers, who were at first inclined 
to treat him as an adTenturer* His plans 
were exambed witii care, and his requests 
in ^reat mbasure granted. He asiced- ibr ten thousand' 
English troMNi, and they proukised liim several regpi* 
ments of refugees^ and the commissionB w?i*e imme- 
diately drawn *np. At the same time, the Count d'Ar- 
tois, in the name of the kinff, confirmed liim in the 
command-in- chief of the Catholic and ro\al army of 
lirittany. This last api>ointni*-iit was of the utmost 
adyantage to P^ufiajo, as there exii»ted in Paris a ^^royaJ 
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agency'* which disputed liis autliorify. This agency 
consisted of men who made it their business to keep 
up a coiTesj)Oiidence with the king-, nnd doing nothiag 
themselves in his service, to mi&i-epresiint the efFoi-ts of 
others. The ringleader of these obstructives was the 
Abbd Bronier, a man of whom die Oardinal Haiiry once 
said, If you' want to throw evety thing into inextri- 
cable conitusion^ call in the Abb^ Bronier; he would set 
the heavenly hosts themselves by the eiirs." According 
to them, (jbarette was a cowai-d ; Stofflet^ a certain 
monsieur of whom something might be expected ; and 
Puisaye a Jacobin, badly converted, who wanted to 
revolutionise l^iittnny and proclaim the Duke of York 
King of Fnuice. Tiiis official recognition of his autho- 
rity by tlie Count d'Artois was therefore especially 
satisfaetoiy to I'uisaye. 

Although Cormutin hud acted without uiitliority in 
concluding a uence with the Kepublic, Puisaye was by 
no means displeased at tiie event. He had afways been 
averse to premature hostilities^ and preferred a policjf 
which would induce the Convention to remove their 
troo]>s to the frontier ; and he wrote from London — Da 
fwt ^fire a shot. At the same time he disavowed the 
act of Cormatin, that he might be free to commence 
the offensive when the time arnved. He refused to 
int/M-]i!'f r thp treaty of Mabillais, except as a truce— a 
temporary ces^^ntion of hostilities. 

And, in point of fact, the war never completely 
ceased. The Chouans, it is tine, luidertook no con- 
siderable enterprit^e, but they continued to treat the 
Blues as foes. For example, the farmers refused to 
sell their grain to the contractors for tibe republican 
army. And when, by dint of labour and expense, — for 
no coin would pass in the province not bearing the 
stamp of the royal e£ligy,— they had collected a supply, 
the means were lacking for its transpoi'tation— the pea* 
sant-s had hidden the nxletrees of tneir waggons. No 
one could with impunitv sliow anv svinpathy for the 
U^public; the piiypiietors of public ofiices were taxed 1m 
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the support of the royal army, recniiting went on in 
every village, and the r»'pu}>lican soldiers were tem[)t.ed 
to desei-t. So successful was this system of seduct ion, 
that Hoche wrote word to the Convention that deser- 
tions could not be more frequent j" and Commissioner 
Brae added, Ours is a most alarming position.'' The 
Blues were not behindhand in reprisals ; a system of piU 
la^ was organised, and the persons and property of the 
peasants outraged. The chiefs on either side exchanged 
mutual i*ecriminations, and then hostilities ceased for 
a time; but both parties were holding themselves in 
preparation for some decisive stm^g-le. The Chounns 
were waitinir to see Puisave and the sails of tlip Enf>-lisli 
fleet — the Blues intended to lull their foes into a false 
security, that they raig-lit arrest all their chiefs at one 
blow ; and though the jieace was not formally bi-oken, 
the whole country was in a state of agitation. It was 
impossible that this state of things could last many 
weeks, and at length it was terminated by the inter^ 
ception of a letter firom one of the insm*gent chiefs, 
containing evidence of preparations for a new war. 
Cormatin, and many other generals, were arrested j 
Cadoudal, Boisguy, jFamhe d' Argent, Sol de Gnsolles, 
took arms. Several republican columns advanced into 
the country, enfrngements t^ok place, in which the 
Chouans were at tij-st vanquished, but afterword-^ com- 
pletely successful. Tlie CUouannerie had again broken 
out in all its virulence. 

About the same time the peace was broken in La 
Vendee. 

Charette had scarcely signed the treaty of La Jau- 
nais, when he received a' letter from the Coimt de Pro- 
vence, eldest brother of Louis XVL aod lately pix)- 
daimed king by the title of Louis XYIII., declaring that 
his exploits had i>endered him the second founder of the 
monarchy. The loyal and chivalrous soiil of Charette 
needed nothing more to animate him to the prosecution 
of the struggle with greater eagerness than ever. Yet 
eeveral luinths passed away and no open rupture with 
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the Republic took place. He was, Lowever, propaiing 
for war* He had ardently hoped that the loBg-e:&|)ecte4i 
succour from Boglaud wouki land on the coast of Baa 
Poitou. But the aide*de«camp of ^e Count d' Artoisy 
the Marquis de Hivi^re^ iutimuted to him that Brittany 
was judged to be the more favourable spot, and tliat 
nothing was wanted hut a diy^ou on the pai t of tlia 
Vendean chiefs, to secure the success of the expedition. 
Charette, notwithstanding his chag^-in at this preference 
of Piiisaye over himself, plfdg-ed his word to suii[>ort 
the nioveineut; and Stoiiiei did the siiuie. The Mar- 
quis de Rividre thereupon, to secure the eo-operution of 
the two chiefs, contrived a reconciliation between them. 
The renewal of hostilities was iixed to take place about 
the beginning of July. 

As in Brittany, however, the peace, although for* 
mally kept, had been all along very imperfectly ob- 
serredy and an open rupture was precipitated hv the 
impatience of the reimblican generals themselves. While 
the Vendeans made fresh recioutings, the BIue3 applied 
to the Convention for i-einforcements, in order to cari-y 
out their plan of arresting* every chief on the same day. 
This Rttempt was made, autl fhiled, and Cliarerte pi-o- 
tested against the violation ol the treaty ; yet Jic would 
not compromise the success of the royalist dt&i^ns by 
a {)remature Jippeal to force. He was, however, com- 
pelled to anticipate the appointed time by an attem[it 
upon his own person. He learned that the republicans 
had formed tne project of surprising him at his head- 
quarters in Belle Vule. He promptly decided on hit 
course. Instead of see^dng to escape, he calmly waited 
the arrival of the enemy. They entered the town, and 
occupied the market-place. Their captain then ad- 
vanced to Charette, and summoned him in the name of 
the Republic to discard the whit^ cockade and sujren- 
der. "It is you," he replied, *^who must put down the 
tricolor coelvade, and g-ive up your arms." At these 
words, the \ endean guai-ds who accompanied him ad- 
vanced and captured the BlMea. The captaji^ was lil^er- 
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atdd ; but the pMuit who bad been gnicto to the repub* 
licans was shot, ftnd many of the pnstfDiers went over tc 
the Vendean fiag. Thus the peace was broken : this 
took place about the middle of June. The succeeding 
days of that month were passed by the insurgents in 
numerous encounters wit]i tlie Blues, in which they 
were every where successful. Cliarette was observed, 
neverthe|p*;s, not to push the war with preat vij^our, 
and tlie Kepublic believed that he and Stoiiiet were both 
anxious for peace. The insurgent leaders were really 
waiting for the signal from England. Meanwhile the 
Convention were becoming more and more alarmed at 
the aspect of the war in Brittany ; and at the urgent 
rerpiest of Hooh^ the general-in<ehief of the fltrmy of 
Brest, Canrclnux sent reinforcements fptm lot Yend^ to 
increase liis strength in the Add, and augment the gar* 
risen of Nantes. 

T^uisaye had at length triumphed over eveiy ob« 
fetucle. Before his perseverance and energy, the calum- 
nies of the royal ag'encv, the objections of the {nnlgre.^^ 
the hostility of the ])riij<'es, had alike given way; nnd 
on the lOtli June 1795, he sailed from Poi-tsmouth with 
three sifips of the line, and sixr* * n other vessels, under 
the cuiiiiuand of Commodore Warren, in which three 
thousand six hundi'ed men were embarked j and another 
expedition was to follow in two or three weeks. The 
English goveiimient had also firovided muskets and 
ammunitK>n for twenty-seven thousand men, imilbrmtf 
for both cavahy and infantry, cannon, jmstolsi sabres, 
shoes, and vi(;tuals for three months. The regiments 
which formed this first division were the royal emigrant, 
tlie royal Louis, the royal mai-ine, the royal ai'tiller}'-, 
and another. The Coimt d'Hervilly, colonel of the 
royal Louis, was named commander-in-chief, under tlie 
orders of Puisaye. He was a soldier of the old school, 
brave, cool, and convinced that it was impossible to make 
war except upon the most received principles. His un- 
fortunate attachment to routine was one great cause of 
• the subseqnent diBssters of the army. He ia^tfted eo 
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applying to an army of peasant insiirgents the mlefl 
which hod been framed for regular troops* 

The Bishop of Dul, Mgi*. de Herc6, with his Tican^ • 
general, and many other ecclesiastics, atlded the sanc- 
tion of their presence to this great effort for the restora- 
tion of tlie Church. That prelate had already pubiibhed 
a brief, in which he exhorted tlie Bretons to slirink 
from no sacrifice in the defence of their faith. With 
tlie clerg-y came also a number of emtcfres as volun- 
tecr.s, and also u iiuHiber of Pi ench piisoners, who had 
fought for the liepublio, but prefen-ed changing their 
flag to wearing out their lives in confinemoit in Eng- 
land. 

Pnisaje had received from Dundas a packet which 
be was not to open till they were in deep water. It 
contained instructions providing that, in case the debar- 
cation were effected, the troops should be under the com- 
mand of Lieutenant-Genei-al Count de Puisaye. Upon 
this Hervnllv said coollv, I also have instriu-tions 
and he produced an order from the same Dundus by 
which the troops were confided to him. " Yes/' said 
Puisaye, "but under my oi(h is." Not to compromise 
the whole expedition, tlie two rivr^l cliiets ])roniised 
mutual concessions; but the insuhurdiijaiioii ofHervillr 
was as injm ious to the interests of the anny as his rigid 
adherence to conventbnal rules. 

Fifteen da^s after leaviiig Portsroonth^ the fleet came 
to an anchor m Quiberon Bay. Puisaye was informed 
that all was itindy for the debarcation, and would have 
commenced immediately. MiJitju y routine, however, 
requimg that a reconnaissance sliouid fii-st be made, 
TIervilly opposed such a very undignified proceeding-, 
and twenty-four hours w(»re thrown away aceording" to 
ride. The landing- took place without opposition ; for 
the Chouans tiocktd in in crowds from all the country 
round, and two or three republican detachments had 
already been driven from the coast by Tinteniac, Georg-es 
Citduudai, and. the i'lite of the Breton army. The de- 
scent was a BOrt of triumph. On all sides wei*e heard eriei 
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of Vive notre religion ! vive notre rot ! It was a grand 
day for Puisaye, and he was elated with the most san- 
^ine liopcs. That enthusiasm was, however, not uni- 
versal. D'llervillv declared that shouting was conti-ary 
to aU preeedent \ and many of tba hnigres looked on at 
*he poor Ohonans with the most snpi^me contempt 

The appearance of the lon^-promised succours in 
Quiberon Bay attracted multitudes of Chouans from all 
parts of the province; and in thi-ec days neariy twenty 
thousand muskets were served out. These volunteers 
were formed into three bands, which marched forward, 
and drove bark the Blues in every direction. Pnisaye 
would have foll<iwed up these first movements with de- 
spateh, and proposed to penetrate at once into the 
•nterior. But D'Hervilly protested against a step not 
in confonmity with the tactics of the service, and pro- 
posed to form an entrenched camp at Quiberon as the 
CNuns of iutnre operations. 

Quiberon is a peninsula stretching about ten miles 
into the sea, the neck of which was defended by Fort 
Penthievre. It was this peninsula that D'Hervilly pro- 
posed to fortify. The advice was ruhious to the cause ; 
out it was in part adopted, and the first successes were 
lost. Enthusiasm bep-nn to cool; and the Chonans in 
advance fell back, not tindiug" themselves supported. 

Six days passed awnv, and still Qm'beron was not in 
the ])ower cf the insurgents. But tlie od July was ap- 
pointed for a combinea attack by sea antl land on Fort 
Penthievre, Kesistance being almost impossible, the 
garrison, seven hundred strong, capitulated^ and the 
greater number Tolunteered into the royal army ; the 
rest were sent on board the English yessels* The ibrt 
was then occupied by the besiegers; and by the most 
inconceiYable want of caution, the new garrison was com- 
posed, not of tried and faitliful royalists, but partly of 
the very soldiers who liad just surrenderf^d, anfl partly 
of tlie old republi nn^, wlm, to escape an English prison^ 
had joined the insurrection. 

On the first landing of the Englisli expedition, tha 



Digitized by Google 



situation of the repnblkan army had been perilous in 
the extreme. With m |K)])ulation ln^stilp to tliem, flwy 
were exposed to <l;iiiL:*f r un all sides Irom t lie numerous 
bands starting- into existence. Jiiit hy the innv. Quibe- 
ron had fallen into tlie hands of the jroyalistj;, the rela- 
tive positions of the two sides had souiew hut cliung«tl. 
The republicans were in sti-aits, but they were under tho 
command of a «ngle gpeooal,- u i^ueral, aiorsavar, of 
idsSiitj and tesoum ; and wbile D'HsrviU^- bad iMen 
childishly fiMsmg about the wa&t «f diadplme, axid the 
upmartial air of tlie peasazit aoldiers, ujd Puisaye striT- 
ing to make his autnoiitj lecognised, Hoche had been 
busily set work. He h^ ecsicentmted his troops, ol^t^iined 
suocouis from Canchiux and elsewiiere, and visited tJie 
posts nio«t t]irf»ntf>ne<l. He had about sixteen thousand 
men undi-r ai ius, uud this uumlmrwas daily increasiiiir. 
Witli the^ iie determined on a gfiiind attack on tiie 
royali^t camp, and commenced active preparations ;it 
once. At the same time, not anticifKiting' any assault 
on his own position, his lines wei*e baidly giiai'ded. His 
soidim abandoned theaciselves to eyerj sort, of disonWi-y 
.and lived in oonstant riot and exoess, coamiittuig all the 
faoTTora irhiefa La Vend^ and Brittanr weie aooustoiiMd 
to suiier at tlie hands of republican tvoops. Puisave^ 
pevoeiving this, despatched D'Hei-villy to make an attack 
jon the eDemv'e 'eamp ; nnd tlie old ofiicer's conduct 
on that occasion pci vos well to illustrate the effect which 
such a leader would probably produce upon men like tlie 
Chonans. The attack was made, and snrc^'pd^^d : ti e 
advance posts were iirrietj'atctl, and the fcN^ thrown into 
disorder. In the vci v monicnt ol" vicNiry, D'Herviiiy or- 
dereda retreat. W hy ! the readci* may mqaiie j — l)ecause 
some of the peasants had winced under tbe fii-st sliots of 
the Blues! In vain the poor fellows, imaocuatomed to 
fire, eagerly demanded to be led on to atone ibr their 
lault. M o/' replied the great general, I am not 
sufficiently pleased with you to<-day to eive yon that 
pleasure. For the sake of ponisliiiij^ a 3ev CShoiuuu, 
m threw amy a graat wimsiafg^ 
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Hociie daily received reiiiiui'ceinaats, aud w as evi- 
dently making pi eparations for a deciaive attack on the 
j)euijQsiila. Toe joyalist engiaaers 9Msmd caoofidentlj 
(hat Fort Pentbii&vre and tbe 9tfa«r WDtks at the defence 
nunild hold out for sU wedss at least. However, the 
Chouans felt uoeasy, and dftmnndifld that some etfoi-t 
ahcMildhe made to .extrioate them fi-om their perilous 
position* The .two geaerals determined aoeeipding-ly 
that a simultaneous att-ack should be made upon the 
Blues in trout and rear. To execute the latter part of 
this plan, two divisions, res[>e('tiYely tin cfj Thousand hve 
hunoi-ed and three thou!<and strong, ' i < < ;nbarked, 
under the command of Tint^niac ana Jtian J an, one of 
tlie chiefs trom Morbihan. These were to land, the for- 
mer at Banzieau, the latter at Ixuient ; to advance into 
Jha -interior for rtemtef and ihan join at Band, so as to 
l»e able to attaek tiie Blues in the jeez by the fareak of 
.daj.on the 10th, Another diwsioii was to he nuule 
yy Count Vanhan. 

On that day, the troops which remained in the pen- 
insula got under arms about two hours before dawn, so 
as to attack at the same moment as Tinteniac, Jean Jnn, 
and Vauban. In a short time, they obsei ved the ap- 
pointed signal, viz. a rocket shot up into tlie air. " For- 
ward ! charge ! it is Tinteniac," cried several oiiiceis at 
once. Hoche was ])erfeetly accpiainted with the enemy's 

Ci, and had taken all his moasuj^ accoitlingly. He 
a fuU und£9rstanding willi the republican-royalists 
in Fort Penthidvre. The emigres jeharge, and as usual 
the advance posts stn^ger under the Brst onset. Thay 
are ?!renchnien, that le plain enough/' said the JBlues ; 
but the advantage was only temporary. The repub- 
lican line opened, and two formidable hatterjes were 
unmasked, by which the assailants were enveloped in a 
semicircle of gra[)e. They still contiTiupd to advance, 
.however; and D'Hervilly pushed forward a few field- 
pieces to ^y on the enemy's gims. Hoelie could not 
conceal his astonishment at such a resistance, aiul or- 
d^-ed the cuvakj to charge. The m&a who had ntuud 
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firm against round shot were not to be beaten by such 
means. But Puisaye, des[)aii ing of the arrival of Tin- 
t^niac and the others, ordered a retreat, which was made 
in good order under cover of the tire from the EngUsh 
sloops. In the action D*Honrilly was killed. 

It remains to be explained how Tint^niae and Jean 
Jan had failed to make their diyersion. Vauhan^ with 
two thousand men^ was to have taken one of the ene* 
my's advanced posts during the nig'ht, in time to join ih 
the concerted attack. In the event of failure, lie was 
to send up two rockets ; of success only one. Amving 
too lute to surprise the Blues, he abstained from the 
meditated attack, and shot up two rockets. Only one 
was seen ; and the Chouans in the peninsula, confident 
of success, rushed to the confiict. However, little im- 
])ortance was attached to that divei'sion ; the success of 
the enterprise depended on Tiuteniac, whom they ex- 
pected to sew come up with at least twenty thousand 
men. Unhappily, they had not reckoned on the intei"- 
fersnce of the royal agency at Paris. 

The Abb^ Bronier and his colleagues had obtained 
a complete ascendency over the princes, and especially 
over tne lieir to the throne. Bat this influence was 
exerted hut little for the royal interests. The most 
selfish motives actuated the men in whom the new 
kin^^ placed unlimited confidence. From being simply 
an orL*;iTi r t ruamunication, the roynl tiL'^ency became 
a calimet exercising irresponsible aiui supreme power ; 
and with a restless jealousy of all rivals, they cared no- 
thing for the cause they professed to serve, so long as 
others, independent of themselves, were charged with 
thA administration of a^rs. Before Puisaye obtained 
thii assistance of the English government, the agency 
had declared against Charette and the Yendean move- 
ment, in favour of the Chouannerie. As soon as suc- 
cess appeared likely to attend the operations la Brittany, 
they made it their business to defeat them- They 
turned round, proclaimed their confidence in Cliarette, 
sent liim a ilatteiing eulogy on his devotion to the royal 
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CBiise^ and soiiglit to obtain a demarcation of the English 
expedition on the coasts of 6as Poiton. Soon afW 
Commodore Wairen liad dropped anchor in Quiberoc 
Bay, they sent orders throuii^h all Maine, Anjou, Ven- 
dee, imi[ Tipper Brittany, for t}ie people to remain quiet ; 
fivA f'lcir pnrtisfms represented the arrival of the Eng-lish 
expeiiition at Quiberon as a meiu stratag-em, its real 
destination Imng La Vendee. While r<iisaye sent 
emissaries all thi-ong-li the country to effect a C'eiieral 
tisin^, they fabricated counter- ordei-s, and had the 
incredible assnranoe to attach his 9igiiatnre to them. 
Many a chief who was thus actually on the march re^ 
turaed to his quarters. Snch was the state of afiairs 
when Tint^niac landed at Sarzeau ; and if he had been 
pei-mitted to fulfil his mission, the desi^ of Puisaje 
mig^ht yet have succeeded. But one of the representa- 
tives of the ap'ency (and such were some of riiisaye's 
intimate friend-s) ordered liini, 'ti the kind's name, to 
ni:irc!i to Elveii near lioeht'ort; he obeyed, hoping" still 
to Im able to execute Piiisave's ord<'i-s by the 16th, 
The Blues defended Elven, and were beaten. Tinte- 
niac tlien received orders to repair to a certain cliateau 
beyond Josselin to receive instructions. He still obeyed, 
and was stopped by the enemy at that town. He drove 
them out of tke place^ hut he lost five hours in effecting 
it. He was afterwaras attacked hj a third column b^ 
fore he reached the appointed rendezvous. It was then 
tlie 15th, and the next jjay he was to be at Baud. 
While he sat at table with the emissaries of the ag^ency, 
the Blues attacked his advanced posts; he rushed to 
tli'' field, !md was shot ))y a repuolican in the act of 
givinL' hmi quarter. Sp died," says P>usaye, "the 
most loyal, and the bravest man I evei knew. After 
liis death, a creature of iironier*8 took the command 
of the troops, and marclied off to St. Briene. 

Immediately after his debarcation, Jeap Jan re- 
cinved orders, m the name of the king* dmmetricall^ 
oiiposed to those sent him by Puisaye ; 9r^\ hit 
Choiiansy almdy disgusted with the obicao^'y* il 
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fleooMd to tiiom, of the Tariow gemnh, forthwith 

dispersed. 

Thus the plots of the agency succeeded. The emi- 
ffreSy shut up in Quiberon, could undertake nothing 
in Bi-ittany, and began to re-embark to seek another 
landiii<z--|)bice. The c!*edit of Puisaye was destroyed. 
The (Jiiouans returned home to their cottages or their 
retreats in. the forests; and the republicans, whom 
ftceident had placed under the white flaf^, and who 

Dht possibly have remained faithiiil to it if victory 
crowned their arms, deserted in numhers. And 
yct^ strange to say, the taioops in gatrison at the fort, 
wliich was the key of the peninsulay and for whose 
fidelity he had no guarantee, Puisaye neglected to ex- 
chaniz'o for more tmstworthy men* His infatuation 
cost tlie army its vei-y existence. 

Such was Puisaye's position when, nn the 20th of 
July, Hoclie determined to make his loiij^-meditut^^d 
attack. On that day he h'tt his camp at eleven o'clock 
at night. The weather was in his favour. The tramp 
of men and the clang of anna wm drowned in the 
noise of wind and rain and thunder. General Hum- 
bert was in command of the advanced guaiil. By 
a pass through the rocks, along which they were con- 
ducted by a deserter, the soldiers marclied rapidly and 
noiselessly to turn the ibrt and leap tli^r palisades. The 
adjutant-f>-eTi<>T'!il Manage was to scale the*, walls, and put 
to the [K)iut of the bayonet all who should ninkf* the 
§li[»-htest opposition. IVo ^\]T}t was on any aecoiirit to 
be fired. 'J'hese orders were executed with promptitude, 
energy, and success. At two o'clock in tlie nutruing, 
Menage, whose soldiers had marched up to their imd- 
dles in water, scaled the fort, with the assistance of a 
hundred conspirators belonging to D'Hervilly's division* 
At the same time the outworks were carried by another 
column ; and now, for the fiivt time, the royalist camp 
was made aware of the presence of the enemy by the 
roll of musketry. The advancmg republicans weM 
thnwn info a momentaij disorder by a stoim of 
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tiliery ; btit tlie dawning light revealed, to the amaze* 
WPTit of the royalists, the tricolor f^njr waving* over 
the Ibit, and the assailants reoovei*ed iivm their panic. 
Their ranks were swelletl by all theii* old companiors 
in arms, who had Ih/i^u madly left to opjK>se tliem. 
Count d'Atilly, a lieuteimnt-colonel of the lioyal Louis, 
was slaiii by the very men he was ieaduig to battle- 
As to the rojalkts in the heart of the penmsuk, they 
mete father a mob thaa an aimy ; wmneiv children, old 
men, and unanned peasants being mixed indiscriminately 
with the combatants. Hoche now advnneed along the 
peninsula, diivii^ before him the hei*d of temfied 
royalists, w1k> saw no alternative before them but to 
embark in the En^ish vessels or be Ipst in the sen. 
The onward movement of the republicans was, howevei-, 
checked by Sombi-Riil, a vonng" officer encamped with 
an elective company to^-aids the extieniity of the pen- 
insula, in a |)osition to (iefend the embarcation; and 
Puisaye hai?tened to Comiuodore Wan-en, tlie command- 
ing" officer of the Eng'lish wpiadron, to uig'e him to 
send boats to caiiy the people off. 

Sombreuii might have done much more than merely 
cover the embarcation, but he appeared ta lose his pr&- 
•ence of nond. AhRravs in the thickest of the hght 
and in the most perilous position, he exhibited no 
cowardice; yet he fell back before a force thitee or four 
times smaller than his own. The main body of the 
republican axmy halted near Fort Penthi^vi-e, and 
• Humbert alone pushed foi-vvnrd to encounter Sombi-euil; 
f r Hoclie seemed willing* tliat the embarcation should 
proc^^ed, and forbore i'rom cnisliiup; the loyalists under 
the ioree of his seventeen thousand men. Sevei-ai 
sloops now af»proached the shoi-e, and an English cor- 
vette opened a lively' fire on the i*epublic;i.ns, under 
cover of whiek a ci-owd of tiigitives ruslied into the 
sea to gain the boats. 7'hree or four hundred were 
drowned; and all the boats would have been swamped, 
if those who had contrived to get on board had not 
aawfid thamflslffiSB bv slaahinir tha fimia of rim wre^ma 
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wlio weie trying to elimb m out of the water. Som* 

bi'euil was entreated to take the oSeasiYe, and g^ive 
time for fhe five thousand peasants who were crowded 
on the bt'Mch to save tlieiriselves in tlie ebijis. But the 
i*oyalist chief hesitated, and at length seeing- Hiimbei't 
approach as if to parley, amid cries of ** Surrender ! 
surrender!" he marched forward to mopt him. After 
several minutes' conversation, he returned to his sokiiei-s, 
10 say that lie had nmde a cfipitiihition, fi-om which he 
liad excepted himself. Some oi' the tifttt^res exclainicd 
against the act, and it was, indeed, in dii*ect contra- 
diction to the orders of Puisaye ; but the majority ap- 
proved it, and the corvette received ordei-s to cease 
firing^. Still many of the royalists, sword in Land, 
waited to see the I'esnlt of the capitulation ; and a body 
of seven hundred grenadiers charged them with the 
hajonet, and a gieat number were slain. The I'est laid 
down theur arms, and the battle was ever. Immense 

Saantities of stores and victuals fell into the power of 
le Blues, and four tliousand prisoners. Amouir the 
prisoners was the Bishop of Doi. At the iip})n i:ii ]i ot 
the Bine?, IjI- brother, who was one of his vicars- 
gener.il, oast hi?nself u[)on his knees before him, saying-: 
^ow is the moment for offering to God tlie sacriiice 
of our life." " My sacrifice is made," said the holy 



Puisaye himself escaped in the English convoy. 
He had lieen the first to leave the shore to communicate 
with Commodore Warren. His whole life, and the con- 
lidence reposed in him by the bravest Chouansj j)laee 
liim far beyond the reproach of cowardice. Still, it is 
tlie duty of a commander to stay with his ai-my to the 
last. Puisf^ir-e mi«^*]it have sent an oliicer upon that 
errand ; and the net of desertion will for ev«r cloud the 
memory of his long and brilliant struggle with the 
republicans. 

The prisoners were divided mto two columns, and 
conducted to Auray. They were placed under a very 
foeUe escort, who were all drunk, and exerdaed but Km. 
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fnnreillance over them. The road, too, afforded many 
opportunities for escape ; but very few of the royalis^l 
would avail themselves of them. *' We have nothing* to 
fear," said they; ''it is a capitulation." Unfoitnimtely 
the Rcpubhc liad so oft^^u violated its promises, ihnt it 
•lijid now no lioiiour to sustain; and a nuxssacre of all the 
prisoners \va> (ietcrniiued upon. Iinrnediately after the 
oattle, two <:x)nimissioners of the Convention departed 
for Palis, and on their report the bloody order was 

given. " The waves," cried tbey, " have thrown back 
le hirelings of Pitt under the sword of the law. Their 
■ehastisement must be proportioned to tlie heinousness 
of their crimes.'* They had the audacious wickedness 
to say that the poniards found on the accomplices*^ 
of £ii^land were all poisoned. \J\Hm this Lemoino was 
commanded to shoot all the imigri^ and he hasteDed 
to execute his oitiere. 

Lenioine, liowever, made a show of ^'omg' tliroug-n 
the forms of justice, and apfMiuited militarv connnis- 
gions to sit on the accused. 8onihrenii was first put to 
the bar ; and being examined, he said to the judges : 
I die as I have lived, a royalist ; and I swear, know* 
ing that I must shoitlj appear lefore God^ that there 
was a capitulation; an engagement was made to treajK 
the hnigres as iirisoners of war. I appeal to some ot 
these soldiers here present." A few movements were 
made in ootroboration of his assertion ; but thev were 
instantly repressed. At the same time the Bishop of Bol 
was condemned. "Weep not for me," said the pious 
bishop to the peasants, on his road to execution, I 
linve come only to absolve you and to die." Foui-teen 



executions had numbered five himdred. But presently 
the commissioners who had presided over the outchery 
began to be tired^ and threatened to aofjoit the sur- 
vivors. They were dismissed, but it was impossible to 
find a single officer to replace them. The number of 
the fllain reaehed seven hiindied and thirteen, and four 
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hundred more died of their wounds in the rio?]»fnl*. 
Tlie peasnnt5? wlio IukI not lield mw rommand Avrr« 
then set at lilMnty, cm conditioii iiiat the coimoimes t« 
wliich they LH'Ii>M;_'etl wo^ild lay down tlieir ai*ms, of 
jMiy a ransom iii wheat or lomi^-e. 

Many of the o&cevs who liiwi been taken ai 
l^uibefoo wm mai who had long neglected the duties 
•f the religion far whidi they feught ; but at the ap* 
poach ef death thej exhibited as much iaith as ever 
thej had displayed eonmge on the field of batde. 
Scenes occnrred in the piisons of Auraj and Yannes 
woithj oi the first ages of the Chui«l&* The walla 
resounded with the voice of pi-arer ; the priests con» 
fessed tlieir ft^llow-piisonei's ; nntf nil reeited in eommoB 
the offict' fnv the deady and piriiyed iVw tlieir eiectitionei-F^. 
Among tli<t^iii was Sir Henri de Vuiinl(\ si kni^rht of 
Malta. He was very yo«iig ; I nit lie ajij>eared younger 
than he was. Some one reti>mniendea him to nndei*- 
8tate his age a year or tuo, in order to escape deatli. 

Uncle/*' said he to M. de Kwgarion, an old captain 
ID the navy^ ^'do you think life vorth tiie price 
tiuth V* ^ No/* was the answer ; " I censider it better 
to die than purchase life with a lie/* ^ So do j^" said 
the young knight; and he gave in his tnie age, and 
was executed. The tuiele» when his own turn come^ 
said to those wlio were to form tlie same fovmer, or 
with himself, "I propose we should walk bare* 
foot^ in imitation of the Passion of oni* Snviour." Pag'es 
might be filled with f>T)eeih>tPs of this kind, 'i'hf* p<^opl« 
of Auinv called the place of exeriition " the held ol 
jnartvrs " and the name exists to this day. 

Tlie causes of this disaster require no long inrestf- 
gation. Tlie first and greatest blunder was undoubt* 
edly that of remaining shut up in Qniberon instead of 
Tip>roiislj pushing on to Rennes. Yet, but for the in* 
tngnes of the ageney, this error was not irrettievable. 
Alter the defeat of the 16th July owing to the absence ol 
Tinttoiaothe expedition failed for all purposes of the in* 
•■nectifliii batifFatPenthidmhaabemdiileiidadbf 
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royalists instead of republicans, the retreat of the insiir 

gents would at least have been protected. And even 
after the taking of that fort, if Somhreuil had act^d w ith. 
as much decision as courag'e nud Piii^nve had continued 
at tiie liead of his troops, the embarcation would have 
been successfully effected. All of these errors were 
due to the want uf unity between the commanders and 
the Ahh6 Bromer, a defect which the presence of one 
of the rojal minoes would have ^up^lied. If the Count 
d'Artois had personally aooompfluued the ezpedtfcion, 
instead of deputing: to PuisayeyUhaiette, and others 
defence of his rig^bts^ neither the royal agency in Paria 
nor local jealousies could have finsti'ated au attempt so 
^ ( 11 s^ipportod by rep^ilar troops, Knglish anununitiony 
and native enthusiasm. 
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CHAPTER XIV. 

tfeorges CafIouflal--Piii»ayc after Quiboron — Frott^ in Normandy- 
Fresh dissensioiui between Charette and BtoflBet — The Comit 
if Artoto at the II«-IHMH-Hlt ivdllatioo— Diipoiieiobft «i botk 
ndes toward* p o a o e D eath of Stofllet— Lart oombat» captnre^ 
trial, and daath of Charette— Sub rr)is<;ion of Brittany in 1796— 
After chree year^' flubinns poaofs the Chouanncrie breaks forth 
again — Bonaparte becurues tirat consul, and treats with Bemier 
—His vigorous measures, and their success. 

HE insurf^ents of Morbihan, in winch 
department Qiiiberon is situated, scarcely 
suffered less from the ill-l'atcd expedition 
of Puisaye than the emiyren themselves. 
They had been nearly a mouth under armSy during 
which thej had lost nifliiy of their men, and bad made 
great sacrifices for the ransom of the prisoners who were 
liberated at Auray ; and yet, by the energy of Geor^ 
Gadoudaly that department soon assumed so fonnidublo 
an appearance, as to inspire t]ie republicans with the 
greatest alaim. Georges Cadoudal, the chief of the 
Morbihan, was then twentj-fuur years oi' a native 
of Kerleans, a villag-e near Aumy. His fatliei* wtts a 
man in easy circumstances, farming" his own land, and 
able to g^ve his children a g-uod education. In 1798, 
Georges Lad just concludea his studies, having been 
designed for the ecclesiastical state; but anxious to 
light for bis Chiircb and <»untry, he joined the insur- 
rection in La Vend^ upon the pacification of Brittany, 
and took part in the whole of that great stniggle which 
resulted in the disastrous passage of the Loire. On the 
concentration of the grand army, he easily found fol- 
lowers in his own province, where his fame as a soldier 
had spread far nnd wide, altbough his qualities as an 
able genernl were yet; to be developed : and fitter the 
defeat at (^uiberoni he contriyed to organise a syi^tPHi 
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of defence for fiis own department which the repubii* 
cans were never able to overcome. 

Puisaye escaped from Quiberon, as we liavt; seen, 
on board the English squadi'on, and took I'efuge in the 
isle of Houat ; but after six weeks he landed again, and 
penetrated into the interior. Gadoudal received him 
without displeasure^ but it was soon apparent that the 
two chie6 could ne?er agree. Puisaye still claimed the 
supreme authority, and opposed the desig^ns of Gadou- 
dal. Gadoudal and the omcere decided that Puisaye had 
forfeited the confidence of the royalists, and tlie fldlen 
chief was compelled to seek a conuuand in the depart*- 
meiit of Ille aud Vilaine. 

The Chouannerie continued t4> progress ; and m Bas 
Normand}', a man named Frotte organised a body of 
three thousand insui-^ents, with whom he gained many 
Tictories oyer the Blues. In the north of Brittany, 
also, there were several large conipanies of Ghouans; 
but these forces were all isolated. £ftch chief contented 
himself with defending his own territory. Not even 
Gadoudal, whose energy and military spirit fitted him 
for the greatest enterprises, thought of leavintr orbi- 
lian. He was satisfied witli heatinpf the republicans, 
seizing their ba^-e*n'2'p, and driving them back to the 
towns, and then reti; inn- into own retreat. /• 

In La Vendee, the division between Charette and 
StolHet broke out with i-enewed violence. Tlie former, 
now completely under the influence of the roval agency 
at Paris, wrote to the Gommittee of Puldio*^ Safety as 
open defiance, — ^ I swear never to lay down my arms 
till the presumptive heir to the crown of France is on 
the throne of his fathers.'' On the other hand, Stofflet 
appeal ed anxlous to maintain thi peace. Thus the two 
chieh had exchanged the sentiments which they had 
previously professed. Wlien Charette arranged the 
ti^aty with R'lelle, it was Stofflet who held outj now 
Stofflet would maintain the present state of affairs, and 
Charette is strenuous for the reMim})tion of hostinties. 
The cause of this is evident. Chai'ette hud received 



Digitized by Google 



218 



LA VBlfVtB. 



from (h9 Ivinc" the most flattering testimonif*;? of his 
regai'd, he iiaa njiTned him his lieutenant-general, given 
him tlie red ribbon, conferred on him the command of 
thf^ 1 uyal armies, and styled him the second fuuuder of 
the monarchy. Poor Stofflet, who was a simple game- 
Iceeper^ was rewarded with no such testimonies;, he 
obtained only the title of field-marshal^ with the cross 
of St. liOuis. As fiur the red ribbon, that,** said the 
a^c ^ he conld not of coorse aspire to, not beings a 
gentleman." 

Things were in this state, when suddenly news came 
of the arrival of the Count d*Artois upon the coast. 
Instantly all disunion ceased. The Chouans recovered 
all their enthusiasm ; the chiefs tlioiio-ht only of the 
great cause in which they were embuj ked, and on all 
sides volunteers armed for the approaching stnigjrle. 
The prince came witli an armament i'&r greater than 
had accompanied PdsaTei and the hopes of the west 
were raisea to the highest pitch. It was agreed to 
effect a knding on the coast of Poitou, according to 
the |)lans of the agency. This was a grave error; La 
Vend^, wasted with fire and sword, had no resources 
comparable to those which Brittany could have fur- 
nished ; yet the choice of the prince was justified by 
the disastrous result of Puisaye's expedition. After 
wasting twelve days in Quiberon Bay, the Heet piiiled 
on ; and on the 27th September sumniofied the gairison 
of Noirmontiers to surrender. The sunniioiis being rt»- 
jected, thtiv cast anchor off the lie-Dieu, a rock four 
miles in leng tU and about nine miles from the mainland. 
Here tlie prince landed with his staff, and ibrtified him- 
self with cannon ; and on the 5th October wrote to 
Charette to name a spot for the debarcation on any 
point between Bourgneuf and Aig^illon. 

Charette, overjoyed with this good news, and know- 
ing how much precious time had been lost in Quiberon 
Bay, immediately collected his men and advitnepd to- 
wards tlie coast. His army, fortified with Ba])iii:nid's 
division and a great nuxnb^ of peasantSi an^ounted (o 
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fifteen thousand men ; and ail marched with the great* 
est enthusiasm, chanting^ royalist and Catholic son^, 
and beating seveml republican columns which attemoted 
to arrest their progiess. Thej were already within 
sight of the ocean, when Count Gri^on, one of the 

Srince's oflicere, met them, and informed tliem that the 
ebarcation was deferred. Charctte, stupified with in- 
dignation, answered, — " Tell the piince that he sends 
me my death-warrant To-day I have fifteen thousand 
mm, to-morrow I shall not have fifteen himdrod } no- 
thing remains fi>r me but to fly, or to seek a g^lorious « 
death. My choice k made^ 1 will perish.'^ Grtgnon 
tried to calm him, and gave him horn the pnnce a 
8abne» with the following inappropriate device — " Je ne 
ttde jamau" But Charette wa-^ inconsolable; and it is 
impossible to acquit the prince of the basest ing-ratitucie 
to the noble man who had shown such generous devo- ^ 
tion to his cause. 

This event was only the preliminary to a still more 
disti-essing- one. On the l?th November, the count 
commanded the delegates irom Puisaye, Stolflet, and 
Charettei to inform the chiefs of the west that he was 
summoned back to England by the British o ovemment; 
The amionncement was made with tears and with every 
demonstmtion of sorrow ; but the prince did not hesitate 
to obey tlie summons, and he depai-ted, leaving the in- 
surgents to their fate. The most contradictory opinions 
have been held upon the whole subject. Some writers 
have Jnid the blame on the Britisli g-overament ; others, 
on tlie contrary, said that VVnrren, the officer in com- 
mand of the English expedition, several times offei-ed 
to land the prince on the coast. The insurgents ako 
accused some the prince, and some the Knglish minis- 
ters. In all probability the failiu^ was owing to the 
prince's indecision ; firom first to last the royal family 
showed themselves miworthy of the loyalty of the In- 
surgents. The war lasted seven years, and the princee 
were the whole time promising then* presence ^ yet they 
]0?er approached Um mom of iasiiifectkiii. At anj 
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moment in the earlier jears of the strug'g'le, they might 
have averted many of the disasters wliicli the country 
endured for their sakc^ even if success liad not cro nei 
their effort? hy tlie subversion of the Republic and the 
restoration of the mniuiroliy. But they preferred to 
live in forei^'-Ti cnpitals in ^"uiety and excess, while their 
bi*ave subjects were devoting- theii* lives to set them 
again upon the throne. And when at len<^th» after 
many yeuiSj the allied forces restored the Boui-bous to 
their rights, as little trouble was taken to reward the 
efforts of the Yendean royalists as there had been to 
second them at the time. 

The vacillation and cowardice of the Count d'Ar- 
tois conduced more to the termination of hostilities 
than all the efforts of the Republic ; especially as the 
generals intrusted with the subjugation of the insurgent 
provinces had adopted a conciliatory tone in the matter 
of religion. It has already been frequently said, that the 
Insurrection was a relig'ions one, and only })olitical by 
accident. The priests enilu need the royal cause jis be- 
lieving it identified with the libei-^y of the Church. But 
the despicable conduct of tlie royal minces disabused 
them of that ccmTiction ; and when Hoche, who had 
been despatched to La Vendto after his successful dis* 
persion of the hnifr^s at Quiberon^ began to proclaim 
the free exercise of the Catholic worship as an integral 
jiart of his policy, many of the most devoted clergy 
preached to their flocks submission to the Republic. 
Charette obstinately held out ; but the vast majority of 
the pcn^nnfs refused to serve under him, and niaintanied 
a strict neutrality in the very presence of the repub- 
lican army. 

In return for this peaceable disposition, Hoche ex- 
erted himself to prevent all acts of pdlage and violence 
on the part of his soldiers, and showed himself uniformly 
fiiendly towards the population. The burden of all hie 
proclamations was simply this : Build a^in yoiv cot* 
tageSy worship Ood as you think and till jour land.^' 
The conse^pMnoo of which wai^ that mutuol goodwill 
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grew up betH'een the Blues and ;he insurgents; and 
but for Charette, the ai'my of Hoche would have been 
nothiog more than nn armj of occupation. 

Stofflet and the Abb6 Bernier shared the general 
feeling, and without |)08itivel3r submitting to the Re* 
pubhc; exei'ted themselves to maintain peace. The 
royal princes, notwithstanding" their own cowardice, 
continual] V excited theu* chiefs to aims, and at lenoth 
raised Stofflet to the itink of Charette, and created him 
their lieutenant-general. But it was long before be 
would assume a Costile attitude towards tlif Republic; 
und \\ hen he did, ho found himself uuuble to assemble 
a company of more than three hunched men. Hoche, 
hearing of the new movement, re<»'aided it with the 
most contemptuous indifference. i'he Stoffleian war," 
said he, "will last just a fortnight and he was right 
The chief of Anjou succeeded in taking Ar»-enton-]e> 
Chateau, but ii'om lack of men was compelled to tiy 
before his foes; and on the night of the 23d February 
1706, he was surprised and captured bv a party of re- 
{mbiicans. He was taken to Angers, andf braught beibre 
a coui-t- martial. Without hoi>e, ai> without iear, he 
itiplied Lriefi Y to the miestions of his judges, and was 
shot on tlie L^()tli, exhibiting- in his last moments tlie 
com age of which he had liiven so many proofs on the 
held of battle. After his death D'Autichamp called 
liimself coniniander-in-chiel' of Anjon and Haiit Poitou; 
but It: was an empty title, — he had no army to command. 

Charette alone remamed to be overcome. It is said 
that the .Du*ectory (for the fom of the revolutionary 
government had been chang^ed) offered to the chief of 
Bas Poitou a ,sum of a million francs to I'etire to Eng- 
land and abandon the struggle; but the bnive man 
reiused the brilie with indignation. Now followed by 
about four hundi'ed men, he tired out for three months 
all the divisions sent against him. Hoche, however, 
pu]*sued him with unremitting pei-severance ; and ^^ra- 
duallv, tlionp'h surely, drovo him further and further 
towards the sea, hemijiing him in as he pioceeded, an€ 
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euttmff off all chances of escape. Still the republicao 
g'enei'al seemed disposed to make honourable terms with 
his gallant f^iiomy, and such of his chiefs as would sub- 
mit. Many of them thoug-lit the moment had amved 
when farther resistance was useless; but Charette said 
tliat each was free to follow his own opiaion, he, how- 
ever, would die with his arms in his hand. A few en- 
oouQters took place subsequcutly, and then many of bis 
officers surrendered. By en infamous violation of the 
rights of war, most of them wero put to death. 

Abandoned thus by all lus mends, Charette was 
still an object of terror to the g-ovemmcnt, and Hoche 
again encleavoured to treat witli him. He o^cred him 
permissioD to retire to England, with all who chose to 
accompany him, or to Switzerland, by a rout^ avoid- 
ing Par!8 ; nnd to receive the revenue of his estates for 
the last throe months. The Vendr'-an general hesitated, 
but at ieri<^th replied, — I can |>e^i^h sword in hand : 
but fly? — abandon my brave comrades? — never. All 
the vessels of the Rej)ublic would not sutHce to trans-^ 
]>ort them all to England. Far fi*om being alai*med by 
your threats^ I am on the very point of attacking your 
cam^'' ' 

But bis time was drawing nigh. On the 21st Fe- 
liraary his troop, now reduced to less than two hundred 
men, was attaciced by General Travot, one of the ablest 
of the officers of Hoche. The Vendeans behaved with 

the greatest courapre, but they wpre overwhelmed with 
numbei's. The eldest brother of the general, Chai*ette 
la CoHni^re, and several officers fell ; and he himself 
escaped with difficulty, followed by only fourteen men. 
The next day all the surviving cliiefs of the insurgent 
army gave in their submission, and nothing remained 
but to capture Chai-ette himself. The republican gene- 
rals, well inibrmed by their spies, were in hot pursuit; 
and yet he contrivea to carry on the campaign for s 
whole month longer. On the 23d March, he was sur* 
rounded by four coltunns. ^* This, then/' cried the hero 
of Pdtouy ^ this is the qiot where I must fight and die." 



X 

by Qbo< 



Digitized by Gbogle 



LA VBNDiS. 



2S8 



Hie adjutant-genmly Vfilentme, was the first to diargVk 
Obarette, conspicuous by his white plumes wastliematk 
for eveiy bullet; yet, as if he had borne a chaimed lifi^ 
he loQg escaped unhuit. At lengtb one of the Germaii 

desei'ttii'S seized Lis cap, and jmttinfr it on his own head, 
said, "Save youi-self, my g^nerai; they wiU take iiie for 
you," This g-enerous devotion cost tiie man his liie, 
without saving his leader. He was soon sJain; but 
Tmvot prevented the esca^xj of Cliarette, Tlie Veii» 
dean chief, wounded in the hand and in tlie head, at- 
tempted to leap a ditch ; but, held by a branch which 
ImuL become entangled in bis divss^ he was thrown upoR 
his fiice. TVo his soldiers were killed in the attempt 
to set bun fiee, and Charette at length fell into the hands 
of his enemies. By Ti-avofs orders, the last repi«senta* 
live of the Yendean insurrection was treated with re> 
spect. With 80 great joy was his capture received by 
tLe republicans, tbat a general, writing- from Paris, 
said, — " We liave gone mnd at the p-ood news you have 
S^t us; we have been beside oui-selves ever ?inre." 

Di-agged from town to town, Charette w ris sent to 
Angers, in order to be conducted to Pat is. Ihit ITocIie 
thought it moi« politic to judg^e and execute; Lmi at 
Nantes. To that city he was accoi-dingly sent, — that 
Nantes which he ba«i entered bat a shoit year before 
in the gloty of a veritable triumpL Under what altered 
drcuinstaDees did be now approach his native city! 
At that great entry the sun shone brightly, and the 

Eiople, wud with joy, came forth to meet the hero of 
a Vendue, Now it was dark midnight, and the gar* 
risen was under arms ; and instiead of royalist ci-ies, tbe 
shouts of the victorious Blues i-eboundecl through the 
streets. 

On nrriving at his {>rison, the genei*al of tlie Catholic 
and royal amies found an officer witJi fifty claisseurs 
and four grenadiers, charged with the duty of mountinff 
guard over bbn. Gfeneral Dutbill, who commanded 
Vie garrison, indulged his hatred to the royalists by 
iieaping upon his prisoner I2ie gnmst insults. Fat 
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from imitating Travot^ who thought himsetf suffidentlj. 

happy to have obtained possession of his gi'eat enemji 
without sullyinfr his success with indecent manifesta* 
tions, he paraded him through the streets of Nantes to 
tho soima of martial music, and accompanied by a pro- 
cession of republican fi^enerals in their most splendid 
uniform. Charette, pale, exhausted, rtiid suffering- ago- 
]iies from his wounds, fainted in the midst of that bar- 
barous triumph. A charitable person brou^-ht him a 
^ass of water from a neighbouring' shop. Unhappily, 
his name has not been recorded, but it was a courageous 
act; for to appear humane was in those dap a crime. 
When he had recovered from his swoon, the ilhistrious 
t>risoner continued his march, which lasted for two hours 
longer. And when at length he reached the Castle de 
Bou0\iy, which had heen selected as his piison, he 
could not refi-ain fi-om saying to General Duthill. " If 
you had fallen into my power^ 2 should have had you 
shot on tlie spot." 

Tn prison his demeanour was calm and dignitied, 
and wortlij of his great name. lie asked to be allowed 
to see his sister, who had already applied in vain several 
times for the sad pleasure of embracing her brother. 
At last she was aamitted^ alonff with two of her rela- 
tions. He rose to meet her, ana €nng his arms rouud 
lier neck. The heart of the poor lady was ready to 
hreak with giief He who had been her pride, who 
had been the hope of the royalists and tlie teiTor of 
their foes, was about to pass from prison to death. 
As she wept, and lier companions with her, he said, 
with a treml)ling voice, " Do not weep thii?. Do not 
shake niy courage. I have fought for God and for 
the king, and it is for them that T nm going to die. 
1 have need of all my fimness. I implore yon, restrain 
your tears. Sister, have you not often said, thtit in 
Iienven we shall meet again ?" 

The trial took place on the 28th of March. Aftei 
five hours of examination, durine which the Veudean be* 
iad not for a single instant the firmness rf his charactA 
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and the nobility of his cause, his judg-es pronounced 
upon liim sentence of death. He heard it without 
emotion, and requested only, that as he had Ibug'ht, so he 
might die, a Christian, and that he might enjoy the eon*- 
9olations of rehgion. They sent him the Abb6 Guiberti 
a priest who had taken Uie oath to the constitution* 
Before entering his oell^ the ecclesiastic begged that 
%he prisoner ought be searched. Charette was indigo 
nant at the man's alarm. Does he tliink," cried he, 
*^ tliat tlie s'eneral of the Catholic and royal armies is 
an assassin? Let him come without fear." 

The Abb6 then entered, and said, in a trembling 
voice, " I am come, monsieur, to otfer you the con- 
solations of relijiion in 3'our unhappy strait." 

" It is for that purpose I sent lor you," replied the 
Christian hero. " I abhor your principles, I do not 
regard you as a legitimate minuter; but I know that 
in the hour of death you have power to absolve me. 
Come, listen to my confession. I do not want your 
exhortations, I desire absolution." 80 saying, he fell on 
his kneei=:, and, notwithstanding his wounds, remained 
in that posture for two liours. Then he arose, pardoned, 
and ready to nppear before his Goil, 

At Inst the fatal moment arrived ; the gat-e of the 
prison opened, and Charette was h^d forth to the place 
of execution. By his side walked the priest, and to- 
gether they recited the Miserere psahn. On the way a 
furious republican assailed him with thi'eats and insults; 
hut Charette, unmoved, raised his eyes to heaven, and 
dontinued his prayer. By his calm "attitude and noble 
and resigned bearing, he attracted more attention than 
all the magnificence and pomp with which his enemies 
sought to adorn their trnunph. As he pussed hy a 
certain house in a street indicated bv his sister, he lium- 
bly bowed his head. An old man clad in black, and 
holdin'if a white hnndkerrln'ef, was at a window ; it 
was a Catholic priest, whom the piety of Mademoiselle 
de Charette liad stationed there to give to the wai iior, 
Who wm going to die for God and the king, tlie l>ene<- 
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diction of heaven. None but a few Vtaideaoft wLo wen 
Indden in the crowd knew why Charelte bad tkm iap 
dined lun bead) but theT blessed God for thegiaee Hd 
bad accofded to His fbitofol soldier. 

After a long slow march through the town^ ths 
irictim at length avriTed at the Place de Viames, the 
spot selected for the execution. A vast crowd thronged 
the pktee ond fhe ndjofnint.'- stm4>% r>nd more than five 
tiiousand men wei e up iii ii Invd'e squai-e with the 

officers hor-ebuck in rlie ct-iitre, their brilliant uni- 
forms and ti icolyreii pJuuies conspicuous al)(7ve tlie triple 
row of )>a yonets. In the hour of death Chnrctte first knew 
how gi eufe he had been m life. Himself on foot, calniy 
impassible^ he disdamed to address a single word in self- 
detence : bat be raised bis voice in behalf of an enemy, 
a republican general named Jaeob, who bad been in- 
earcerated wi& bim as a traitor. The nriesty before re- 
tiring, was about to comfort bim ; but be said, I have 

rme to death a hundred times without fear, and to-day 
go for the last time.'* He i-efused the handkerchief 
with "which they were about to handriL'"e his eyes ; nnd 
advancing" towards the ]>icket wlio wt i c to shoot him, 
he let hill liis wounded hand, nnd putting the other 
apon liif» liem-t, he said to tlie soldiers, 

Soldieis, aim true ! It is here that vou mast strike 
a brave man. Vive le Jloi and as his lips were 
formed to utter the cry of bis whole life, be fell pierced 
with seven balls. So perished Gharette. The royalists 
bewailed bim, and even the Bines did homage *to bif 
oouraire. No cry of joy or triumph burst from tiie 
crowd as he felT beneath the fire of the soldiers ; a 
moumiiil silence reigned on the place of execution, and 
a sort of stupor spread itself over Nantes. Lest the 
relics of the dead heio should animate the veng-eance 
of tlie Vendeans, and in deatli Charette shoidd he more 
terrible than in life, his body was taken to a quarry 
on the Rennes road^ and thrown among a heap of other 
corpses. 

Of Charette it may be said wiib truth« that his 
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death was the utter niin of the cause Fevr are t!ie 
leaders who can boast so great a panegyric. It was 
Baid oi'Lai'Ochejacquelein, yet the in-ni iTction long* sur- 
vived the fall of that chivah'ous yuuiii*- chief ; but whea 
Charette died, Hoche withdrew his troops from La 
Vendee. Iloyalty had no longer any partisans in the 
j)rovince to excite the alaim of the Republic. The 
insurgents had secured Hbertj of conscience, and no 
mm blood was to flow for an ungrateful and irresolute 
]Hince. 

The strife, thus concluded in La Vendue, was, how- 
evetf still rag^n^ beyond the Loire. Cadoudal wtis in 
insurrection in Morbiban, Soepaux in Upper Brittany^ 
and Guyon in Lower Brittany and Maine. On the ap- 
pearance of Hoche, the two latter submitted. The news 
of the executions of Charette and Sfnfflet stnick terror 
into the hearts of the Chouans under their command; 
and on the 14t)i of May the f]^eneral-in-chief of the 
repubUciin army aimouiiced tliat the Chouans of the 
departments of Mavemie, of Maine and Loire, and of 
Loire Inferieure, had given up their arms to the Republic, 
and promised to live under tiie laws* 

In Morbihan, where Cadoudal exerted absolute au- 
thoritji nearly fifteen thousand insni-gents, upon the 
whole well provided with all military equipments, were 
under arms. By its maritime position, this department 
could readily be supplied with ammunition from Eng- 
land. The peasants had also acquired considerable 
.knowledge of war in many engagements, and were bola 
enough to attack even strong divisions of the ermny 
in open field. The strength of the insurrection < vi- 
d^ntiy lay in this ([uai-ter, and there lioche deteriiiined 
m pei-son to prosecute the war. He made Vannes his 
head-quarters ; and commenced his operations witli so 
much vigoiu*, that even Cadoudal b^^an to feel that he 
must shortly follow the example of £epauz. Puisaye, 
who had repaired to the camp of the Chouan chief on 
the failure of the insurrection in La Vendee, advised 
hmi to to Hoefae iar a suspension of hoftilitie^ 
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with ft view of gaining time. The repablican general 
was not to be 80 checked in his career of success. His 
answer was prompt and decided. You wish for peace : 
so do T, monsinur ; nnd T mean to ohtnin it. Thp sus- 
pension of arms which ymi desiie ciuinot be gi-anted. 
ttive lis yonr sul)inissi()n to the laws of the Rcpuhlic, 
and that instil nt our movements cease." Seven days 
after this, that is tu say, June 15th, 1796, Roche re- 
porteti to the Directory the submission of the Chouan 
chiefs in Morbihan. Cadouda]> however, remained in 
the country, with unabated influence oyer the popula- 
tion. 

In Normandy, where Fi-ott6, whose influence had 
been rapidly extending, had heen engaged in a success- 
ful struggle with the repubhcan troops, the insurreo- 
tion was suppressed by reinforcements sent forward by 
Hoche; and about the snm^ t\rno that Cadoudal sub- 
mitted, Frott*' set sail for Enuiand. Puisaye alone 
remained to l)e overeome. In Jlh; and Vilaine his in- 
fluence was still paruinount ; and lie obstinately refused 
to enter int/O any nenoriarions. Lu Vieuville, Boisg^uy, 
and Chulus, his principal officers, were of the same 
mind , and all resolved to attempt a hopeless resistance. 
Surrounded by numerous troops, well provisioned and 
sure of victory, they sustained defeat after defeat, and 
then' soldiers fell away. La Vieuville was killed early 
in July. Boisguy made his submission. Chains, who 
alone remained, at length followed the general example; 
and the strug-g-le was at an end. Puisaye reftised even 
now to })elieve thnt all was lost, and remained in hiding* 
in the woods till he could escape to Eng'land. lloche 
received fi-om th-j Diieetory the thanks of the Rej)nl)lic, 
and the most magnificent presents, Uj[)on the successful 
termination of the civil war. 

But France had not yet seen the last of the CLou- 
annerie. La Vend^, exhausted by its dreadfid suffei-- 
ings, sincerely desured the maintenance of peace. Dut 
Brittany had suffered less ; its resources were still very 
great, and the chiefe held themselves in nadiness to. 
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renew the war, satisfied that at the very first f^um- 
mons their oki soldiei-s woukl all be eag'er to raise the 
tlag' ot" insurrection. There were many emu/res u\ hid- 
ings in the heai-t of the country ; and wherever they 
were found^ the spirit of hostility to the Republic was 
mire to be violent. Morbihan, where Cadoudal still 
maintatned his military organisation, was the mainstay 
of the hopes of the insurgents ; and notwithstanding the 
external air of peace which tlic country wora, the i-e- 
puhhcans regarded the state of the province with the 
greatest anxiety. 

Under tliese circumstances, Puisaye, in concert with 
Frotte and many other Chounu chiefs, made, in Decem- 
ber 1797, great efforts to i ml ice the Count d'Artuis to 
head a fresh insurrection m Jirittany. This the prince 
absolutely rel"ui»ed to do j and Puisaye, disgusted that 
the representative of the royal famUy should be the 
only man to show apathy in tiie royal cause, abandoned 
the object of his me, and sailed to end his days in 
Canada. The other refugees in London equally resigned 
ail hope of a successM strue;gle with the Republic, and 
Georges Cadoudal remained the sole chief of iniiiienoe 
in the Chouannerie. He alone did not despau*. Iloche, 
affcer conquering La Vendee and Brittany, had at- 
tempted tiiat disastrous expedition agiiinst Ireland wliich 
i-esulted in the destruction of his army and the loss of 
his prcst'tfje. Napoleon was in Egypt — a continental* 
war was raging which demanded frum the Republic its 
greatest etlbrts — the nations oi Europe were leagued 
' agamst the government of France. What more fa- 
vourable moment could be selected for the renewal of 
hostilities? The diief of Morbihan seized upon it to 
address a vigorous proclamation to the " brave Chouans 
and the generous Vendeans," which was responded to 
with great ardour, not only in Brittany, hut on the 
other side of the Loire also ; for there religious pei-se- 
cntion had recommenced, and with it tbe spirit of insur- 
rection. Tlie Count d'Artois signified iiis intention to 
fippear shortly at the seat of war, — an intention nevei 
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carried out, if it ever existed ; and a general risit^ of 
the whole west was ai*ranged to take place fi'om the 
15th to the 20th of October 1799. 

Ftotlal movementB had, however, tekea place before 
that period. The Chouana had opened the campaign 
by a aeries of sucoesaes. At Nantes, at Mans, at St. 
Briene, at Breton, and many other places, Cadoudal 
and other chiefs had conquered the Blues in hard- 
fought battles. England had, moreover, seconded the 
efforts of the insurgents hy the most munificent supplies 
of money, artillery, and ammunition. La Vendee did 
not exhibit the same ai'dour. Forestier and D'Anti- 
champ were the chief leaders ; but the people were not 
enthusiastic, and obeyed the call to ai-ms in small num- 
bers. The Abb^ Bernier, with his usual acuteness, saw 
from the first that the insurrection would not be ge« 
neral, and held himself aloof from it. 

The Directory supplied its army in the west with 
such reinforcements as could be spai-ed for the omer- 
gencv. But Cadoudal and his colleagues still remained 
on the offensive; and things were in this state when 
Bonaparte assumed the head of affairs as First ConsuL 
His nrst act of power was to institute negotiations 
towai*ds the permanpnt pacification nf the west. With 
that object he entrnMl into communicntion with tlie Abb^ 
, Bernier, to wiiom he caused it to be intimated that he 
tl(;pended on his influence to establish a durable peace. 
Bernier replied, that he could only treat with the first 
consul on the assurance first ^iven, not that the Ca 
tholic worshiji should be barely tolei'ated:. but that he 
should leave it completely fi-ee, and extend to its mints* 
ters tlie protection of the laws. Buri"^, who was Napo- 
leon's Agent, received full powei*s to concede wiiatever 
Bernier should demand; and Bemiei-, on the other 
hand, promised to labour for the immediate establish- 
ment of peace. The majority of the Chounn chiefe, and 
among tliem Cadoudiil, inveighed n gainst the act of the 
Abbe, and insisted on the necessity for the rontinnance 
of hostilities j the Count d'Artojs/who i-epeated his okl 
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promise of an iiamediate descent into Brittany, and 
even those royalists who were on the side of Bernier, 
endeavoured to protract the neg'otiations. When Na- 
poleon perceived this, he instantly gave orders for the 
Bctive piDaecution of the war; and issued two proclama* 
tions — the one to the insurgents, the other to his own 
soldiers. To the first he said. Relig;totis liheriy is 
guai*anteed; there are nnjust laws, tliey shall be re- 
pealed. The g^overnment will pai*don all who sun-ender, 
and strike those who dare to resist." To the soldiers 
he addressed himself as follows : " Let me hear shortly 
of the defeat of the rebels. Exterminate the wretches : 
thev nre the disgi^ace of the French name. Moke a short 
and L^T) >d campaioTi.** 

it was evident iiow that the time for hesitation 
was g"one : the chiefs must either fight or tender their 
submission. They had to do with a man with whom to 
desiffn was to execute. Bemiet^s advice, La Yen- 
diSe kept separate from Bnttan j ; and a general meet- 
ing was convened at Monsan^on on the 18th Jan. 1800. 
There the great msgority declared for peace. Upoa 
tliis most of the Breton chiefs laid down their aims; 
Gadoudal) Frotte^ and Boui-mont^ were the only men 
who lield out. Brume, the general-in-chief of the 
republicans, immediately maichnd against tlie former 
with twenty thousand men; and on the 2d February 
the Cinnian chief laid down his arms. Two days lat^ 
fiourmoiit also submitted. Frotte was the last to sur- 
render, and was shot by order of Bonaparte, wiio owed 
the chief of Normandy a personal grudge. Peace was 
again estahlished in the west, and at length on a pijf- 
nianent basis. The man who was able to obtain it by 
a judicious combination of concession and intimidation, 
knew also how to nreserve it by a just observance oi 
the conditions on winch it existed. 

Thus at length La Vendue desisted from opposition 
to the Republif. After seven years of strife, during 
which lier best blood lind been poin-ed out like water, 
and no work of social lil'e^ of liusbandiy or buUdm^, oi 



Digitized by Google 



888 



LA TBirOlfcs 



Commerce f)r manufacture, could be commenced with 
any prospect of a siKTf»;»sfnI terminntiori ; veal's of civi] 
war, in which ktiulit*(i lo'i^-lit on o})j)i>-it^' side*?; and 
the nearest ties of hlood were re^'Jirded aa nutliiiii»- in 
compai-ison with the bonds of party ; years of brutality, 
ill vrhich the defenceless had no pixttection, and inno- 
cence no safety ; when the maiden dui-st not walk the 
highway, and the old man and the child feared to be 
lett alone in the cottage; years, daring which the Holy 
Sacrifice had not been ofFei*ed but in desolate places^ 
and the churches had fallen into ruin, and the young 
had grown up in ignorance of their faith ; — after seven 
such yeai-s La Vendee had succeeded in wringing from 
the nation the poor boon of liberty to worship God ac- 
cording to her conscience : poor, hideed, in the esti- 
mation of those who conceded it, but of priceless value 
to the Cutliolic cliildren of the west. The issue of this 
insurrection niiiy teach the military student the utter 
hopelessness of the stm^gle of undisciplined peasants 
with regular troops ; its histoi'Y may iumish an example 
of the inevitable dissensions which will arise among men 
deroted to the same cause, but subject to no supreme 
authority; moreover, it may be tfuceu as an ilhisti-a- 
tion of the tnith, tliat the holiness of 3l cause is no 
guarantee f r the virtues of its support^i-s; for Stofflet 
rrndd murder his collengnes, J.oly could execute his 
own son, and Charette's camp in the Mnrais was the 
scene of riotinjc and excess. These, atid manv other 
retlectious, may arise out of the war in La ^'endee; but 
tlie considerations most our purjM)se are, that (iod 
will never forsake His Church, and that the blood ol 
raartyi-s is never shed in vain. When were the pro- 
spects of i^Iigion so dai'k as during tlie P\«neh revolu- 
tion f What more wasteful to human eyes, than the 
deaths of Cathelineau, and D'£lb^e, and Lescure ? Yet 
to tell the tale of the revival of the faith in France 
would occupy more space tham this passage in its de- 
cline and fall. The soil on wliich these men fought and 
Ued is now bringing up Christians purer in their lives 
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more devoted to the Church, more hiiinl)]? children of 
tlie Holv See, than wpre known in the dtiys of Bourbon 
swny. The nation is making" reparation for its own 
crimes. Beneath the flag' under which Tnrreaii di- 
rected his infeinal cohimns^ ami Carrier his noyades, 
new churches are risings, and the fiiith is protected, 
and the Cross is set up l^fore all eyes. The barrowmg 
details of the past but supe^t the augury of a gloiioiis 
future ; and if, as is possible, other countries may have 
to endure the same searching trial — ^if unjust goveni- 
ments should seek to destroy that wliich can never be 
destroyed, and their Catholic subjects should be sub- 
jected to niin and persecution— the looker-on may cnll 
rnind the dealinjrs of Almi«ihty God with France, 
and the sufferings of La Vendee ; and, instead of de- 
spairing: of the ultimate victory of the Church, gathfiC 
from the very dancer matter of k dicing. 



CHAPTER XV. 

Intrigues in Paris — Fouch^—Moreau— Conspiracy of Rchegru, 
reau, and Cadoudal— Death of Cadoudal— The infumal machin« 
— Th« Oonoordat^The Little Church— The Al Bernier Bishop 
of ( M m m B oyaBun in the mat uiid«r the Empire— Rcgoieingt 
ttfc the Baitomtion — Ingratitude of the Bourbons — Insurrcctioa 
in 1815— Crafty conduct of Fouch6— Death of 
Louis de Larochejaccjuclein— Defeat at l>a Roclxe 
Servibre — Pacification after the battle of Water- 
loo. 

E are not wiiting a general histoiy of 
t he revolution in France, and ai-e there- 
fore only so tar conoemed with the in- 
trigues ^ Inch wei-e incessantly carried 
on ag'ninst the government of ISaj>o- 
leon oy disali'ected rejniblicans on the 
one side, nnd i*oynlif^ts on tlie otiier, 
^ as they besir upon the history of the west. 
Although the uacification of 1800, because 
based upon reilgiona liberty, was peima* 
nent and oomplete, tliere yet remained, 
especially in Bnttany, several inflnential 
lead^ who refused to give in their adhe- 
sion to it. Compelled to desist Irom open 
opposition, these men still maintainea a 
secret coitespondence with tlie partisans of 
Louis in the capital. Their chief was Georges Cadou- 
dal, or as he is more commonly called, Georges. The 
last to succumb befoi'e superior force, this great Chouan 
steadily refused the overtures which the fii-st consu4 
made to him. That unfailing sagacity which Napoleon 
displayed in the discrimination of genius had at once 
detected the talfinti of the CSioiiaiigeDml; and on the 
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tenrnnation of hostilities, Cadondal was offered the rank 
of heutenant-general in the republicnn ai-mies. He 
plied, that he Iiad sworn allegiance to the house of 
Bourbuii. Upon this, rsapoleon oftered him a pens^ion 
of a liundipd thousand fi-ancs to remain neutral; but 
this projiositiun he also rejected. And Georges, who 
had taken refuge in England, continued to foment in 
Fmnce the spirit of insumetion against the consular 
govenunbot* 

At the time of Napoleon's aooession to the oonsulate 
there existed a ministry of j^lice^ at the head of which 
was a most able, but ambitious and unscrupulous man, 
of the name of Fouch^. He had been impKcated in the 
reign of ten-or at Nantes, and was the leader of the 
Jacobite party at this period. To him, in a g-reat mea- 
sure, the mihtaiy despot owed liis elevation. }h\t Na- ■ 
j)oleon was not slow to |)erceive, that the unliounded 
iiitiuence which tlie minister enjoyed mi^-ht as well be 
liirected onc^ day against himself" as it ]jud Ijeen exerted 
in his favijui'. In order, therefore, to check the power 
of his dang^erons friend, Napoleon established a secret 
police, acting independently of the public and rec^^iaed 
department, and watchmg its moyemenls. But ^rach6 
had many hitter enemies at the Tuileries, the most 
powerful of whom was Talleynind himself, who were 
not content with espionage, and did not cease from de- 
vising the itiin of their hated rival. For a long time 
the influence which the police minister exercised over 
Najioleon secured him from disgrace ; but the feai-s of 
the Hvst consul at length overcame his gratitude, and 
he atlopted the decisive resolution of ridding himself of 
the danger by t'Uj^iiressin^ the oftice. In announcing 
this act of autliority to tlie senate. Napoleon alleged 
that the change of circumstances had rendered a police 
ministiy no longer necessaiy hut that should the same 
combination recur which hsd originated* that bureau, 
the talents and enei^ of Fouche pointed liun out as the 
fittest person to preside over its administration. The 
fUka minister peileedj understood the motives ^^'^ 
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niaster^s conduct, and submitted with the greatest ap- 
i>u relit cordiality to the honours which were heaped upoc 
iiim in the less influential sphere ci the senate to which 
he was transfeired. But inwardly ho resolved^ that it 
shotdd he throug^h no Ikult of his, if^ from an ahsence of 
intrignes, the consul should sit so securely in his chair 
as to feel no need of a ministry of police. 

From the moment that he had seized the supreme 
power, Napoleon fixed his mind on attaining the name 
and dignity, as well as the substance of royalty, and 
founding- a dynasty wliich should survive his own life. 
His measures towards tliis end were taken with a wis- 
dom u'liich now excites our luitonishment, aod did not 
fail at the nionient to rouse the suspicions of many men 
who had attached themselves to the i*evoiation from the 
heginnin<^, and could not endure the thought^ that they 
had been but the puppets of an ambitious soldier ; or 
that they had but dethroned one king to make way for 
another, and liim their own leader. Of these far-sighted 
republicans, ^loi eau, the conqueror of Austria and the 
hero of IIoh(?nlinden, wsis the chief. This bi-ave sol- 
dier did not hesitate openly to protest agninst the coui*se 
which Napoleon was pursuing. WliPii, in imitation of 
the ancient systt*ni, more splendid uudorms were inti'O- 
dueed into the >iaIom of Paris; when a more rigid eti- 
quette was priictised than was consistent with the rude 
simplicity of republican manners; when decorations were 
worn as in tlie days of the old noblesse^ — Moreau 
moved through the splendid throng in the plain dress 
of a citizen. 

In public he assumed a marked coldness towards his 
old geneml ; and when, upon the occasion of celebmting 
tlie (Concordat, High Mass was again publicly soleranisea 
at Notre Dame, he obstinately refused to sanction with 

his presence what lie considered aretrogitide movements 
By this f (»/i(hict Moreau liecanie unconsciously regarded 
as tlie leadei" of the disati'ected republicans, and his as- 
sistance was confidently expected l>y all who looked for 
a rebellion against the government. 
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These things did not escape the vigilant obsenratian 
of Fouch^ ; and as there still existed amongp the royalist 
party men ready for any attempt ag-ainst the first con- 
sul, he detorniiiied to unite the discordiint IVicfioris of 
which ^loreau and Georg-es were respectively at the 
head in one conspiracy against Napoleon, which sliould 
be ruinous to })oth, and demonstrate the necepsity of 
re-establisLmg^ the suppressed ministry of police. This 
design was not less aulj carried out than it had been 
emftily conceivecL 

Pich^;ni was in London, wbitber also Cadondal had 
retired ; and there the two royalists, the general of the 
old army uud the Ghouan chief, consulted nieasures for 
the re-establishment of the Bouibons. Fouch^ first 
endeavoured to promote a reconcihation between these 
men and Moreau by means of mutual friends ; and con- 
trived the hmding* of Georo-cs and Picheg^-u, witii other 
royalists, on the cnn<t of Normandy, from which they 
cautiously, and tluuik^^ tu the ex-minister*s measures 
sullly, found their wav to Paris, where JMunau had a 
conference With I'lcliegi u. The ag"ents of 1'' ouche had 
represented to either party the anxiety of the other for 
a coalition ; but the result of their conferences was to 
show the impossibili^ of any such event. For Moreau, 
though jealous of the government of the first consul, 
had no one in view to substitute in his place ; while the 
royalists would only treat for tlie restoration of the an* 
dent family. In conseauence of this disagreement, the 
conspirators sepai-ated, netei mined to undertake nothing" 
in concert; and wereontlin point nf leaving Paris, when 
Fouche, who judg"ed the ])roper uionient to have arrived 
for the explosion of his mine, and had been privy to 
every ?tep in the conspiracy, caused them all to be 
arrested. 

Geoi^es himself escaped the agents of the police for 
some time ; but the avenues from Paris were strictly 
watched, and he was at lengtli seized in the street; not, 
howeveis without a struggle, which cost the life of more 
than one of hiB captors, fie was then cast into prison^ 
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and treated with tlie greatest indignity. All this he 
bolt' with the utmost indifference, and exhibited the 
same beliuvioiir on his trial, when he hoUliy urochiimed 
his intention to have attacked the first consul. With a 
tkmemy to whlek it is impossible to assign the cause, 
whether from an admiration of the conduct of a noble 
enemy or from motiTee of policy, Napoleon ofiei*ed the 
condemned man his pardon on condition that he would 
abandon the Bourbon cause. But the Obonan disdaineti 
to be beholden for his life to the man aorainst whom he 
had plotted, and preferred to die for the king-. Bef re 
leaving* liis prison, he exhorted his fellow-prisonei*8 to 
fortitude in terms woilhv of his whole history. " If," 
said he, in tlie trials which are before us, yon should 
lose your firmness, cast your eyes on me, anil remember 
that your fate will be mine also. Yes, in death we 
cannot be separated ; that should be om* consolation. . . . 
Think no more of the past. Here we are by the will of 
God I and in the hour of our death, let us pray that 
one day our country, freed from the yoke which oi»- 
presses it now, may he happy under the sway of toe 
Bourbons. Never forget, it was from these walls that 
Louis XVI. went forth to the scaffold. Be his example 
your model and your gniidc !" He was executed on the 
5oth Jime 1804, on the Place de Grdve. He insisted 
on being the first to die, that his companions, wlio l<new 
that he had received the offer of a pai-don, mig-ht iiave 
the satisfaction of feeling that they had not been deseited 
by their chief. 

The Chouan party were unhappily disgmced by the 
complicity of some of their members in the atrocious 
attempt upon the life of the first coniml by means of the 
infernal machine. On the S4th December 1800, as 
Napoleon was driving at a mpid rate from the Tuileries 
to the theatre, a terrible fire burst from one of the 
houses in the Rue St. Nicaire, which shattered the win- 
dows of his earring, killed eiglit persons, and woimded 
twentv-eio'ht. lie owed liis own life to the addi-ess 
with which the c4>aohman passed a cart which had been 
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purposely overturaed in that narrow thoroughfai-e. The 
Jacobins were at fii-st supposed to be the guilty ])ai'ties 5 
but Fouch^ soon discovered that certain of tiie agonts 
oi Ciidoudal were the real criminals. Georg-es >\as 
himself accused of the ci-ime ; but there exists sati^sfac- 
tory evidence to show, that the diabolical act was not 
only without his knowledge, but that it excited his ut- 
most indigniition ; that it had frustrated his whole nlans^ 
andy in his opinion, had put a stop to all hopes of con- 
tinuing the insuiTcction. There is little douot that the 
pacification of the west was secured by the very means 
oy which, in their mis^iided zeal, a few of the fchouans 
souw-ht to disturb it. Throughout the depMi fments of 
La Vendee and Brittany, a 1 evulsion of feeling; in favour 
of the first consul, throu"-)! whom the wearied people 
were enjoyino- ]>eace and liberty of conscience, followed 
the attenqit at kis assassination. 

The tranquillity oi the pi-ovinces so long insurgent 
was iuriher secured by the fonnal restoration of the 
Gatholic fiiith as the religion of the nation. By the 
cmicordat which Napoleon concluded with the rope, 
although the liberties of the French Church were as- 
sailed oy the terms on which Napoletm insisted, the 
people at length enjoyed undisturbed repose. Tlie 
cbm-ches were again opened for public worsnip, and the 
pnVsts not only permitted to say Mass, but paid by tJie 
state. And in La Vendep, whieli had Fiit^cird moi-e 
from tlie revolution than any other provmce of i'Vance, 
vast sums were exjieiided in the restoration of the loiined 
churches, and the biiildintj of the priests' houses. 

IVapoleon was guided by no love for religion in this 
act of justice, but by the most selfish considerations. 
He knew that no ^venunent could he raised on a per- 
manent footing witiiout a national religion $ and as 
Fmnce was Catholic at heart, he must needs treat with 
the Head of the Church for the establishment of the 
popular faith. He took care to pare down the supre* 
macy of the Pope to the lowest limit consistent with its 
wtegtktji hut he admitted it a» essential to the beiBg of 
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the Chm'ch wliich he had resolved to restore, Tlie sug- 
gestions wliicli wore made to liini by those wlio hacs 
failed m divei iiii*^ him altog^ether from his pui*pose, thai 
he should fmme a Churdi upon the model of the English 
Ibtablisbmeiit^ of which he should be himself the su- 
preme head, and over which the Pope should have no 
Gonti-ol, he ti eated with the utmost contempt ; no such 
institution could be permanent, or meet the requirements 
of the nation. Ashe had been a Mahometan in Egypt, 
so be would become a Catholic in Prance for the giood 
of his ])eople. 

^fany republicans, who had not the same interest as 
Najioieoii 111 the policy be was pui-suing, violently in- 
veighed against the concordat ; but the people rejoiced 
at the revival of relignou, uiid the first consul was indif- 
ferent to the arguments of his more consistent friends. 
Opposition, however, arose in a quarter from which it 
was little expected. Some of the parishes of La Ven- 
due, which had most energetically resisted the constitu- 
tiomd schism, separated from the Holv See upon this 
occasion. They accused the Head of the Cliuich of 
having outstepped his powers in superseding then* own 
bishop and appointing a nominee of the government^ and 
tlwv refused to submit to an nutliontv wliieb thox re- 
j>'urded as iliegitimate. This body was called tlie llAttle 
Ohurch. Some traces of its existence continue to this 
day; but after beg-innini;" in an excess of zeal, it soon 
lost itself, according to an invariable rule, m disorder 
and ignorance. It wns productive of much evil at the 
period of its origin. The ihithftil priests, who well knew 
now to oppose the rcpuhlican government when in arms 
amnst the Holy See^ and to submit to its authority 
wlien tlie Pope sanctioned its acts, were much impedea 
in their arduous labours to restore i-eligion among the;, 
distracted flocks by the attitude of the Little Clmrcli. 
Its partisans were not numerous ; but they were obsti- 
nate, enthusiastic, and most bitter against fill who treated 
^liem as schismatics^ or thx'eatenea them with exconi' 
Ijaunicatiott. 
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The evil, hovrever, soon bred its own cup*. '»h9 
eDtliusi.ism in which the Little Chiu-ch had ori'^inuted 
irapeileii its menr.^ers to the perjKitnition of acts of vio- 
lence, which, us in the atfair of the infernal iiiaciiine, 
80 far from eliciting' the sympathies of the people in 
118 tavoiuy brougpbt down upon it general reprobation. 
Tbe new Bisbop of La RoebeUe^ M. de Panoemonti 
upon the strength of the submission of ^e gi'cat ma- 
jority of his clergy, was guilty of some imprudences 
which the schismatics could not pardon. Tie super* 
' seded old pastors for no other fault than that tbev were 
lield in no gi-eat veneration by their parisliionei's ; and 
in his pastoi-al instructions he spoke somewhat too sub- 
missively of Napoleon, liis au^nst pntnm. In revengt? 
for these ofl'euces, a party of tlie insul)ord:nate Chouans 
stopped the poor bishop in the middle of a lande, toi-e 
oi}' his episco{>al habit, and dresseii him as a miller; 
they then exacted from bim a ransom of thirty tliou- 
sand fr:ancs, and at lengrtb sent bim away so terrified 
with bis adventure, tliat be fell ill and died« Tbe m- 
babitants showed but little pity for the iate of the per- 
petintors of this outrage; and the pnests were unani« 
mous in their condemnation of it. A circidar from the 
vicars-general was read at the Prone, in which those 
who had laid their sacrilegious hands on tlip Lord's 
ni-.niTftod were stip'mnfised as " briji-;ind«. wret<'lies, and 
morii-tei-s." Tlie Litth; Clmrcli daily uccpiii-ed a better 
riglit to its name. Tlie old Chouans, not to be con- 
founded with the autlioi s of the unpopular deed, stoutly 
disavowed it; and at length, so manifest was the ge- 
neral reaction of feelinffi tiiat eren tbe military con- 
Bcriptionsy which bad amajs met with the most vehe- 
ment opposition among the Amorican population^ were 
effected with compai*ative ease, 

Nnpoleon knew liow to conciliate the insurgents, 
f nd attach them to liiniself. Afteiwards, when tltey 
were thoroughly sulijected, lie cared but little either 
for his own promise^; or their p-ood will. Tie enforced 
ii|Km them a more rigorous coubcription than tliej bad 
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iTsr suffered voder the Refmhlic^ and dechired open wat 
■gainst the Supreme Pontiff. These things he did 
wlien he was OQoe firmly seated on liis throne. Br 
wliile his power/ was as yet limited, and he was only 
halt-way up the ladder of glory, Ite neglected no opiwr- 
tunity of winning to his side the noule hetu ts wfiich 
liad condnrted to a siiccessliil teiminution that stni<i'irle 
wliicli lie ijim-olf termed "a war of giants." After tlie 
coiiclu>ioii of tlie Concordat with the Pope, Na[)oieon 
appointed to the see of Orleans the man of all otiiers 
wIjo had exercised the gi-eatest influence over tlie iiisur- 
geut£, the Abb6 Bemier. By tliiS single act the fii-st 
consul made reparation for a host of injuries. 

Invested with his new dignity, the Abb^ himself 
presided at the restoration of the Catholic ^th, to which 
Lis own councils had contiibuted so much* As soon as 
he touched Vendean soil, the whole population came 
forth to meet him. His journey was one magnificent 
triumph. In vain some of the royalists, more fanatical 
than wise, or nioi-e political than reliy-ious, invein^lied 
agtiiiist tiie new bisnop for a tmitor and a turncoat. 
Tlie |M»asants saw in him the representative of Catholic 
Vendee, and rejoiced in his elevation, as the symlwl of 
victory ; and the plaudits with which the old chaplain 
of the Catholic aimy was gieeted redounded to the 
popularity of the first oonsuL 

The subsequent conduct of the bishon justified hia 
appointment. He had many enemies. Tlae revolution* 
ists of his old parish in Angera regarded him with a 
hatied only equalled by the love borne towards him by 
his Catholic flock ; anci while the latter knelt to receive 
his benediction, the former sent him bottles fllled with 
Wood. Bernier knew how to treat such insults. He 
devoted liimFelf to his episeopnl duties with the same 
enei'g}" that he had displayed in conducting the affairs 
of the insunection, aiKi with a humilit}^ and fervour 
which made hiui a saint in the eyes of his fi-iends, and 
a hypocrite in those of Ins foes. The reudii of tliis 
hii»tory will uot question hi& sincerity; he will regurd 
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him as a tmlr prroat anrl rrood. mnr^, who^e actions 
may not be aiwavs free from the charge of ambition, 
but who had the glory of God and the salvation of 
se»uls ;ilways before him. He was at first a heaiiy 
and a fervent royalist But iiiteosely disgusted with 
the nieauue33 of the royal family, and profoundly 
convineed thai the nation had for ever rejected them 
from the thfone, he oonsitlted the lame interesta of 
the people, in supporting the policy of Napoleon, 
and promoting the pacification of the West He 
Eyed but a few years m bishop; bat he contributed 
greatly to the reetoration of true religion. He died 
m 1806. 

Hi?! people Avere not all so far-seeinpf ;is himself. 
Like liim they submitted to Uw republican govern- 
ment; but they still entertained a distant hope of 
witnessiiip^ the restoration. Their submission to 
Napoleuu indicated no diminution in loyalty to the 
housf> of Bourbon. In the enjoJ^nent of their re- 
ligion, and hoj^lesa of aueiseflflfQlly contending with 
the armies which had defied Europe, they Inred in 
qniet ohedience to the laws of the empire; and not 
even the incessant conscriptions, which were so 
many years enforced to feed the ambition of N»- 
poleon, could rekindle the spark of insurrection. 
But they lived still in the hope of seeing the ancient 
family restored; and when that event actually took 
plfice in 1814, the accession of Louis XVTIT. was 
hailed with every demonstration of joy. Tlie ai^'^fifres- 
sions of the Emperor against the Pope had indeed 
increased the numbers of the disaffected, and tlie 
disasters of the Bussiau campaign had raised the 
hopes of those who wonld hare resented that insnlt 
to the highest pitch ; but tiie West had taken no 
hostile steps against the imperial government^ when 
the tricolor £g was suddenly remoTed, and the 
white banner of the Bourbons was suspended from 
the steeple of eveiy parish. 

MncU as the f amilj whose fortunes were thus un- 
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expectedly restored owed to La Vendee, they made 
but a poor return to ber far all her blood. Louia 
feared 'io offend the liberals by the least exhibition 
of gmiitude; and the Vendeans believed that their 
kin^ had forgotten the very existence of his most 
devoted province, tiU the hour of tiiaL ri turned ; and 
then the man who could not remember his bene- 
factors in his prosperity, had recourse to thorn when 
the flutterers by whom he was surrounded deseiied 
to tlie enemy. On the 1st ^Nlai'ch, 1815, Napoleon 
lauded on thecodBtof Provence; and tlie marBhals 
of the Empire, notwithstanding that they had sworn 
allegiance to the king, Hocked over to his standard. 
Then Louis appealed to La Vendee; and tlie Prince 
de Conde repaired to Angers, where Charles d'An- 
ticbamp was already in command of a body of in- 
surgents throuf?hout the country. 

The Prince de Conde was persciudly unknown to 
the people; and after a &w days, being unable to 
form any definite aiTangement, he left La Yendee 
without a leader; a few bands of ins-urp:cnts were 
under arms, who ackno\vlpf]j:'e<l the autlioiity of 
D'Autiehamp, Suzaimet, and Sapiuaud, .under tbe 
old names of the arniioH of Anjou, Basse-\'endee, 
and the Centre; and ubout the same time Luuib de 
Lai'ochejacquelein landed on the coasts, which 
Charette had rendered for ever famous, with a con- 
voy of arms and amm unition. Aujjnste de Laroche^ 
jacquelein undertook also to organise the insurrec- 
tion in the Haut Poitou. But in consequence of 
the intrigues of Fouche, these generals were unable 
to arrive at a mutual understanding ; nor could they 
succeed in rousing the people^ as in the old days of 
CatheHnean and D'Elbc e. 

On the arrival of Napoleon at Paris, liis attempt 
to form an administratioii had commenced with the 
appointment of Fouche to his old })ost of Minister 
of PoHce. That astute statesman accept ed the office, 
although he cleaiiy ioresaw a secund restoration 
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impending; and Ret Inuigelf, vnih his acciiHtomed 
duplicity, so to tlisciiad'^re his present functions as 
to fitand well with the kinp:, when that event should 
take place. When the insurrection assumed shape 
in La Vendee the euiperor despatched two of his 
generalfl) Trave and Lamarque, with twenty l^ou- 
fland men to crush the xoyalisfas. To milHarj foroe 
Fouche added intrigue; and with the greatest ad- 
dress insinuated into the counsels of the insurgent, 
chiefs such elements of discord as effectually par* 
alyaed their operations. XjooIb de Larochejacque- 
lein, penetrated with the memory of his brother's 
achievements, and inflamed with tije same chivalrous 
lire, in^^i^ted upon an instant find vigorous appeal 
to arms, and claimed the supreme command. To 
this his hit?h birth, the presti^^e of his ^eat name, 
and his iuHaence with the British government, 
clearly ent.tled him. But his colleagues, at the same 
time that they were jealous of his authority, had 
a>11owed themaelyea to be impressed with the argu- 
ments of Fouche, which were to tins effect — ^that 
the Empire could not long stand ; that a great Euro-' 
pean war was about to burst forth in Belgium, on 
the issue of which the future must depend, and not 
on a tiifling contest maintained in an ooscure comer 
of France; and, fdx)ve all, that no fi]>penl ought to 
be made by men who loved their country to foreign 
assistance. The English would only lu 1}) them for 
their own profit; the Vendeans sliould, therefore, 
conclude a truce till the inevitable restoration oc- 
curred. So great weight had these reflections on 
the minds of D'Autichamp and Sapinaud^ that while 
Louis de Laroehejacquelein, with all the followers 
be could master, advanced to meet Travot^ thev 
disbanded their volunteers, and retired to wat^^ 
the issue of events. By this advice, Foucbe hoped 
to ingratiate himself both with Napoleon and with 
Louis, should he be restored; witli Napoleon, as 
paralysing the efforiis oi the royalists, by sowing 



ul veni>£e» 



division among them; with Louis, as having given 
the best advice, and saved the blood of his most 
devoted followers. 

There was yet another cause for the inaction of 
theae men. They had been all engaged in the 
former war, and rf lueoibered the times when the 
insurgentB Lad tlc^ ked in thousands to the appoint- 
ed reudez^'ous. Now from the whole country but a 
few volunteers presented themselvea The contrast 
was to them a proof of the altexed state of f eeUng 
in the countxy; and satisfied that they dionld meet 
with iosafficient support>they held themselves alool 
The true cause of this backwardness of the popula- 
tion was not any want of loyalty, but their reluc- 
tance to plunge uieir pioviiice in blood for poHtical 
considerations. So long as they could practise their 
religion in peace, they were content to abide in 
patience the issue of the strug*^le. 

Louis and Au^uste de Larocl.ejaequelein, on the 
€5ontniry, with Ludovic dc Charelte, the nephew of 
the hero of Bas Poitou, and some other {generals, 
will ) fought for the fiist time in La Vendee, entered 
on tha struggle with tlie greatest ardour. 13 ut the 
event proved D'Autichamp and Sapinaud right in 
their anticipationa Only a veiy few thousand men 
followed the white banner. Cluwrette and Louia de 
Larocheiacquelein soon found a soldier's grave. 
They feU nobly fighting at the head of a himdful 
of insurgents; worthy of their great names^ worthy 
oi their cause* and to the intense sorrow of their 
whole country. 

Upon the death of Louis de Larochejacquelein, 
Sapinaud was elected to the chief commjind. Aban- 
doning his retirement, he appeared at the head of 
fresh troops, with D'Autichamp and otl ers. La- 
marque, who had assembled six thousand men at 
Nantes, entered La Vendee, proclaiming death to 
all insurgents who should persist in their oppo^iiion; 
but guaranteeing protection to the lives and prop- 
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erty of such as should submit to the emperor. The 
insurijenfs npon tins resolved to stop the Buonfi- 
partist genera,! at La Roche .^erv iore. On the lUth 
JuTifi an affair took place between the advanced 
^ards, in which tiie Vendeans had the advantage; 
but on the next day their main body, after a sharp 
battle, was reptdsed in disorder; their ammunition 
having failed at a critical moment of the combat 
D'Autieliamp endeavoured, with a reserve of dx 
thoasand men, to airesfe the conquerors ; but he, . 
too, was defeated. Lamarque crossed the river 
above and below the village of La Koche Serviere, 
and the royalist army retreated in conf ucdon. 

This affair, badly planned and woi'se execated, 
gave the defith-T^low to the insin*rection at its first 
onset, by deterring the mass of the people from 
joining it. Lamarque proceeded farther, making 
the same propositions of peace to those who would 
submit ; of confiscation and death to all others ; and 
the superior officers of the royalist army, iii a coun- 
cil of war, decided by a majority of twenty to 
twelve to enter Into a treaty of peace. This nego- 
tiation was eonduded on the 2oth June, althongh 
tiie news had akeady arrived of the utter defeat of 
Kapoleon at the battie of Waterloo, 

On the other sdde of the Loire a similar agitation 
occurred, with a very similar result ; a brief stiife 
was terminated by a pacification after the news of 
the f aU of the emperor. The chief general on tiie 
royalist side was the old Chouan, Sol de GrisoUes. 
Morbihan was the tiieatre of the most active opera- 
tions, and the stren^h of the insurgents was there 
increased by the gallant co-operation of the pupils 
of the College of Yannes The niyrative of their 
brave con4uct- forms one of the most interesting 
episodes in the history of the campaign of 1815 ; 
and we shall hereafter present it to our readers as 
affording an insight into the state of the Breton 
people at that period. 
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CHAPTER XVI. 

iDBenslbility of the Bourbons to the services of La Vendue — 
Charles X. appeals again to the loyalty of tlie West— The 
DocbeBB de Berrl in La Vend^e~Bni?e coDdact of (he peas-' 
inits at the Chalean of Petii88!dre-de-1»<3ottr— Death of tbe 
Bon of Jarqnet^ Oathelineau and of M'tdemoiBelle de Rotierfe 
— Drpnr.are of the OttcbesB de Berrl— Cause of bar failure — 
The end. 

■ 'WICE the Bourbons had appealed to the 

loyalty, and patriotism of the Yendeans ; 
twice the Vendeaiisjiad responded to tiieir^ 
sovereign's summons by the most p^enerons 
devotion of life and property in his service ; and 
twice had all tbeii* sacrifices boon forgotten or 
ignored. Had thoy consulted but theii* own inter- 
est, they might well have regretted the tnumph of 
the very cause for which they had suffered so 
much. Tlie Count d'Artois im(\ the Duclicss d'An- 
gouleme did indeed someiiines assist the necessi- 
ties of those whom tlie civil war had rendered 
destitute of all things. But it \\ a,8noL Hluisthat La 
"Vendee required ; she asted for nothing more than 
the bare acknowledgment of her services. But 
while honours were neaped on the party that had- 
been foremost in the usurpation and most faithless, 
to royalty, she was neglected and desjnsed. Napo- 
leon had granted Madame de Bonchamps a pen- 
sion of twelve thousand francs ; Louis XVIU. re- 
duced it one-half. The widow of Lescure and of 
Louis de Larochojacquelein, who hud twice lost a 
hnsbfiud in the royal cause, was treated as a sus- 
pected person. The king would not pay honour 
even to the dead. If a column is raised on the 
field of Torfou, w'here the Yendeans defied the . 
noted soldiers of Mayence, it was the Marquis de 
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la Bretesche who defrayed the expense ; if an obe- 
lisk at Maulevrier commemorates the heroism of 
St )lilet, it is due to the fainily Colbert ; if in the 
church of Cliauzeau a chapel is devoted to the gal- • 
lant 1 1 which that parish furnished, they owe the 
suffr^iges that are offered to the Count de Quatre- 
barbcH ; and when at len^^h Louis consented to 
admit to his pfallery the portraits of the Yendean 
generals, it was objected that Cathelineau and 
StoMet were of peasant origin, and must be ex- 
cluded. Not eyen the memory of Saumur and 
IiaTal could ennoble the blood*of a pedlar and a 
game-keeper. When the Oount d'Aztois succeeded 
by the title of Charles X., he repaired the injury 
which his brother had inflicted on the two heroes 
of La Yendoe; but he displayed towards that 
province scarcely more gratitude in power than he 
nad shown courage in adversity. And when the 
revolution of July, 1830, l^roke out, and for the 
third time Paris expelled her king, he blushed not 
to appeal again to the devotion of the West. 

La Vendee received the abdication of Charles X. 
with anxiety and sorrow ; but at length even the 
royaUbts of the West had yielded to the conviction 
that the cause for which iliey had hitherto fought 
was desperate, and no answer was made to the 
royal exile's summons. Neverthdess the authori- 
ties of the new government, mindful of tlie past, 
suspected some secret insurrection to be hatching ; 
and by harsh and seTere measures rendered the 
dangers real which only existed in their imagiBa- 
tiop* In the Bocage, in Brittany, and elsewhere, 
numerous conflicts took place between the national 
guards aiid independent bodies of insurgents ; and 
the antipathies wliich ai'ose out of these insignifi- 
cant quarrels originated the more determined re- 
sistance on both sides of the Lou'e. In La Ven- 
dee, one Diot, and in Morbihan, Mathnrin Mandar, 
were the chief ieadei*s of the royalist party. But 
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na important resultB took place, and the strife 
ee^aea to excite the alarm of the pavtiaaiui of 
IiDttiB Philippe. 

It vaa, howeTer, weD Inown to the legitimialiB 
that the Bucheaa de Bcrri, mother of the Duke de 
Bordeaux, grandson of the late king, and in whose 
favour Charlee X. had abdicated, waaaeiDdoiTB for an 
ap|>eal to arms ; and towards the close of 1830 the 
question was seriously mooted. After tliat time 
two years ^vc re KpoTit in intrigues, discussions, and • 
adjournments ; Init at length a rising was arranged 
for the 2d of May, 1^^32. The South wrs repre- 
eented aa ripe for revolt, and La Vendee engaged 
to arm in the royal cause^ should the attempt there 
be successful. 

On the 29th April the Duchess de Berri landed 
at MoTBeOleB, and xeoeiTed a notice that the town 
would lise the next day. Shortly aftenrardB idbe 
was informed that the insnztection had miacanied^ 
and that she mnat oust France. This she vefueed 



name of Petit-Pierre, and accompanied by another 
lady, MademoiaeUe £alalie de Kersabuc, in a fiim- 
ilar disguise, and calling herself Petit-Paul, she 
proceeded to La Vend^'e. Compcllf d to fly frf>m 
chateau to hovel, and inidoT^oin^^ imnnnent dan- 
ger of discovery, she led a life lonmntic and novel, 
the piivations of which she supported with heroic 
spirit. But her unexpected arrival in La Vendee 
distressed rather tban jjleased tlie insurgent chiefs ; 
for their promise of suppoii; had been conditional 
on the BQCcess of the rising in the South ; and 
while a few agreed to «uppa(rt the dnehees in what- 
ever attempt she might make, others dedared tbat^ 
willmg as they were to make airf peittonal sacrifice 
for the crown, they could not m conscience drag 
the peasantry into an undertaking of which there 
was no chance of success. Xliese latter were -stig- 
matised by the advocates for war by the nidmame 
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of Pottcoj^uu^ ixom a sort of vegetable which 
makes sapid- gzowth. and then auddenly perishes 
away. 

"Marshal Beaumont had been appointed command- 
er-in-chief of the royal aimies, and Imd been at 
Nantes since tlie 19th May; but the fiuchess, impa- 
sient of delay, gave the signal for insui'rection ^vith- 
out asking liis advice. The marshal hesitated to 
countermand her order; but disapproving of so 



sbraciions from the royalist eonuaittee then sitting 
in Paris. H. de Chatoaufariand, one of the mem- 
beiB of that committee» sent her a letter Gonjoring 
her to depart at onoe from France, and strongly 

deprecating the insurrection. Acting on that opin- 
ion, the marshal eiuoined his officers to do nothing 
without further orders, and persuaded the duchess 
to leave the country. She consented, but retracted 
her determin:i,tion; aiifl at length a general taking 
of arms was arranged for the night of the 3d and 
4th of June. In the interiin an important seizure 
of docuiiu uts relating to the insuirection was made 
at the Chateau of La Chasliere, the residence of M. 
de L'Aubcssin ; but this mischance did not prevent 
the execution of the plan; and on the -ith, at two 
in the morning, the tocsin sounded in a Yast number 
of towns and Plages. The Chouaa^ however (for 
* in 1832 all the insurgents were so named), assem- 
bled in very small nmnbera. Here five hundred, 
there six hundred peasant^ in another place four 
hundred, were the largest bodies engaged with the 
soldiery; and in other places smaller numbers still 
were all that could be mustered. The struggle was 
insignificant from the beginuin*]f, and can hftrdly be 
said to have commenced, when it was altogetiier ex- 
tinguished. But althouj^h the numbers were so 
small, the bravery of tlio few was woiihy of the 
reputation they had inherited from their fathei-s. 
To terminate the history of this campaign, it remains 
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but to relate the details of one combat that would 
not have diBgraced the heroes of the old wars. 
The ancient chateau of La Peniasiere-de-la-Cour, 

near Clisson, was choson as the allying point for 
all the insurgents in the neiglibcmriiig coinnnines. 
On the Gth June, 42 men assembled tfiore; and Pin- 
son, adjutant-major of the 29th regmieut, obtaining 
information of their rendezvous, hoped to take the 
whole number prisonGi*R With this view he sur- 
rounded the chateau, and gave the signal for attack. 
The insurgents permitted the enemj' to approach 
-within twenty yards, Hiiug ai random upon tiie win- 
dows; €hey then leceived them with a bri^ and 
well directed fire. The soldiers staggered and feU 
back ; but they advanced to tiie attack a second 
time, when they were again repulsed. They still, 
however, kept up a wild sort of fusillade, while Pin- 
son foimed a corps of picked men, and attempted 
to set the chateau on fire. The gable end, having 
no apertures, could not be defendrd; and there the 
besieging party contrived to raise a ladder and 
mount flip roof. They tlion burst through the tiles 
and set tire to the garrets In a few moments all 
the up])er paii of the building was in a blaze; and 
the soldiers without, taking couiage from the flames, 
commenced a fresh assault. Nothing daunted by 
their horril>le position, the Chouans maintained a . 
steady fire on the enemy; they cared not for the 
burning house, and thought of nothing but fighting. 
One of them who had a trumpet kept blowing mar- 
tial airs to encourage his comrades; the best marks- 
men of whom quietly picked off the besiegei*s, 
while the othera loaded l^eir muskets. In this way 
a perpetual tire was kept up, and the soldiers fell 
back to avoid certain death. 

It was now five o'clock in the evening, and the 
l)att;le had lasted for some hours, when the chief of 
battalion, Georges, who was n very able and ener- 
getic officer, arrived and assumed the command. 
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' He gave orders to force the ground-floor, and set the 
house on fire from the bottom. The soldiers ac- 
cordingly, preceded by a few sappers, marched up 
to the doors, and after the sappors had beaten down 
the panels witli their hatchets, rushed into the in- 
terior. The Chouans had now retired to the flrst 
story, and having m?ide lioles in the floor, they fired 
down upon the heads of the besi?j:^ers with murder- 
on« jn-ceision. The Blues rusLeJ out immediately 
froui their miseen foes, pursued by the o^allant 
Chojians, shouting. Vice He ivi V.! and the trumpet- 
er blowing blasts of tn;imph. However, they quickly 
rally and dish u^^iiiii into the house, ai'med with 
burning torches of pitch and dry wood. Now the # 
^'hapless Yendeans find themselves enveloped in 
fiame — ^it is beneath their feet— it is above tbeir 
beads! Tet they slao^ not in their fire, and the 
trumpet is as shrill as ever* But the Blues now 
■stand to their arms. They are content to wait. They 
are satisfied that there is no escape for the men 
whose dauntless courage has so long kept them at 
'bay. However, the besieged are far from thinking 
their position so desperate, and resolve on a sally. 
Thii-ty-four of them rush out by tlie garden-door, 
and all, except six who are slain, contrive to get off. 
Eight remain in the chatean, and there continue 
their fire with the same coolness, though they are 
in momentary danger of a horri])le death. The 
soldiei's now enter the building, in oi dor to be on 
equal terms with them; but they take refuge in a 
BCMTt of Mt, the staircase to whicm is still standinpr, 
and the entry to it they defend with such fury, that 
. the commandant^ Georges, withdrew his men, that 
he might not expose the Hite of his battalion to in- 
evitable death. And now the flames enveloped the 
whole building from p ivement to rooX-lree, the tim- 
bers fell in. and the Blues, hearing r o cry, concluded 
that tl.e Cliouanswcrc buried in the burning mass, 
and retired at nine in the evening with thcii' dead 
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and wounded. At Tnidnif,^lit those brave men, half- 
sufforHied with smoke and exhaubted ydth the lieat 
of the chateau and the fatipfues of their fight, left 
the i-uins. They had found a shelter beneath a niche 
in the massive wall, and the blazing embers had 
Spared them in their hiding-place. The number of 
men under the ccnnmand of Gboigee amounted to 
twelire or fifteen hundred, two huiMred and Mfy of 
whom are said to bare been kiUed; wbile fhe fort^- 
two Chouana^ who had been originally attacked in 
the chateau, only lost the six men who were slain 
in the garden. This immense disproportion is ow- 
ing to the excellence of the Chouan marksmen and 
the fover behind which the}' were posterl. 

If Die bravery of the insurgents of 1832 recalls 
the menjory of fhe old Vendeans, the cinielty of the 
republicans was not unworthy of their revolutionary 
predecessors. On the 2d rfiine, General Dermon- 
couit wrote to tbe military authorities throughout 
the country to take no prisoners. The order was no- 
where ligorously obeyed, yet the laws of war were 
sometimeB sbamefuBy violated. Jacques Catbdi* 
neau, son of the genmlrin.cihief of the grand army, 
had been chosen to command the insurgents of An- 
jou, under the orders of D*Autichamp. Forgetting 
that the Bourbons* for whom he had fought in 1815, 
had remembered neither his own services nor the 
glory of his father, he agreed, against his better 
judgiTirnt, to secord the insurrection. But, as a 
mark 1 1 miin, he was compelled to remain in hiding 
till the moment for commencing hostilities. How- 
ever, his retreat was discovered l)y the enemy. Con- 
cealed with two friends under a trap-door, he heard 
the soldiers beating furiously at the gate of the 
house; and fear-ing to be discovered and murdered, 
\ 3 resolved to give himself up. The Marquis of 
Carac, who was one of the three, would have shown 
himself first; but Cathelineau insisted ontaldng the 
honour and peril Then raising the trap-door,he said. 
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"We are unarmed— do not fire — Tve surrenrler ! " 
"Fire!" cried He^niior, the commandinrr officer; 
and when the luen hesitutr d to obey the bloody 
order, he seized a musket and executed it himself. 
Cathelineau fell mortally wounded. A few days 
afterwcirds, a lady. Mademoiselle do Roberie, the 
daughter of 0113 of the inBurgeiit cliiefs, took refuge 
from the soldiers in her f ather^s chateau; they placed 
the muxde of a nmskel «l her head and ahol her 
dead on the epot. A more rathleas murdor was not 
Gommiited in uie worst days of the infernal columna 
Onthd failure of the insnrreetLon^ihe Duehessde 
Berri attempted to fly the oountry. Aiifain assum- 
ing the disguise of a peasant, she proceeded to 
Nantes, from which she hoped to escape to Eng- 
land. Her faithful companion through all these 
vioisflitiidca was Mademoiselle E ill nlie de Kersabuc 
The royal lady, imiblp to bear the fatigue of tlie tlnek 
ahoes worn by the common people, was compelled 
to walk barefoot, and to smear her ancles witb the 
bl:ick mud, in order to hide the whiteness of her 
skin, which might have betrayed her. She gained 
Nantes in safetj-; but the details of her life there, 
her arrest and captivity, do not belong to this hii- 
iorr. 

She was the victim of an error of which nothii^ 
could erer disabnse the royalists. The writers, 
orators, and politicians of that party never coold 
see the true character of the Vendean wars. For 
nearly forty years they had transformed the Yen- 
dean and fireton peasants into mere defenders of 
the divine right of kings. Without denpng the 
profoundly religious spirit of the West, they bad 
refused to view its volanteers as leagued in the 
Church's cause; and the duchess naturally believed 
that her simple presence would be sufficient to 
rais3 an arm v. From the very first her error be- 
came apparent. The peasants refused to rise. 
They were more occupied with the interests of the 
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altar than of, the throne, and religion did not ap> 
pear to them to be endangeied. "Our p^eatest 
obBtade^" cried one of the most ardent partisans of 

royalty, in a moment of anger, "is those priests, 
who YiiW not jnit themselves at our head. If the 
soldiers of Louis Philippe do not rip up a dozon of 
them, we shall never make these obstinate Vend eans 
move a step," The clergy considered it their duty 
to remain neuter; and the people, satisfied as to 
the safety of the Church while their pastors deemed 
it unnecessary to strike a blow in its defence, and 
somewhat wcwoed of thdr attachment to the mon- 
archy by their experience of its. ingratitude, kept 
to the labours of the fields and abstaaned from par- 
ticqNition in the attempt of tiie duchess. The ex- 



time has gi^^ them no reason to regret their 
dioice. They are in the full enjo^nnent of their 

religion; the representative of the illustrious fam- 
ily of Larochejacquelein has formally attached him- 
self to the government of the present emperor; and 
the Vendeans are happy in tlie liberty of the 
Church under the judicious rule of the third Ka- 



perience of the years 
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The College of Vannes. 



HE war wMdi tbe Yendeana bo heroically 
sustaiDed, in defenee of their faith. 



infidel France, whaiever success may have 
attended their efforts, was most disastrous as re- 
spected tlie religious state of the iusoi-^^ent prov- 
inces. Tlie priests were faithful to the Church, 
and refused the constitutional oath, but it was at 
the cost of banisiiment or de itli ; and the people 
were deprived of the ministry of their pastors in 
consaquence of that very fidelity. But for the 

Sresence of a few of the clergy, who preferred the 
angers of the anny to the safety of a foreign 
shore, tbe population mast hare grown up without 
the sacraments, and with no more of religion tium 
t Je parents might have been able to impart in the 
uncertain interv^ils of peace. As it was, there, were 
to be found in many parishes young men and 
women who bad scarcely seen their church used 
except as a barrack or a storehouse, who had never 
heard ^lass except on the moor or in the f<^rost, 
who had been familiar wifh r<n iies of blood and 
violenfo from their earliest years; and who, al- 
though taught that all this fighting was in defence 
of their religion, must have little understood what 
it was for which their fathers were contending. 
When, therefore, upon the accession of Napoleon 
to the consulate, the CathoUc religion was re-estab- 
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lished, the Vencleans looked forwarrl to the return 
of the priests mth a twofold jov. Ihev exulted in 



ehiuehes lebiiiH and the old zftes leslozed; thej 
exalted also in the hope thai their ehildien wooH 
be Imnigbt up as Gbristiansy and instraeted in the 
faith for which they had all suffered so much. 

Tet, when tiieir pneots beg^n to return, with 
what bitter diaappointment was their enp of joy 
mixed 1 How many places were yaeant in that 
faithful Imnd ! Many who had been driven away 
in the iionr of persecution had died in foreiirn 
lands, weiglicd tlown with sorrow and shame at the 
ruin of Gro l's heritage. And of those who were 
living to enjoy their recall, and hallow the triumpli 
which their flocks had Wi)n, there were few who 
were not feeble and decrepit Grown old in banish- 
ment, th^ had come b^ but to die. Thus many 
parishes looked in vain for their pastor; others saw 
him return unfit for his dntiea And Qotwithstand- 
ing the nominal restoration of the Ohureh, the 
most sanguine of the friends of religion were in 
despair at its prospecta For the immediate exi- 
gencies of the time were by no means the whole, or 
even the worst part of the evil. The fate of the 
next f]feneration could not be viewed but with the 
gravest appreliension. Where was the imrsery 
from which the ranks of the priesthood could be 
recruited ? AVas the First Consul a man on whom 
the Church could rely in a matter of such vital im- 
poi-tance? The whole resources of the province 
had been exhausted by the civil war. There were 
neither funds for the ei^ection of seminaries, nor 
professors to fill the ehatraof public instrudion; 
and it was to be feared that there would be a lack 
of candidates for the ministry. 
Happily this latter fear proved groundless. The 
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the servants of the altar ; and the very mothers, 
notwithstanding their bloody exporionce of the 
past, were ambitious of the perilous distinction for 
their children. Candidates flocked in ; in default 
of regular seminaries, each piu bu ua<(e became a 
college, and each priesik a professor ; and in 1804 
the famous college at Yaimefl^ the capital of Morbi- 
han in Brittany, which had been diBsolved in 1791, 
was reopened for the education of the future dergy, 
and in a veiy short time numbered five or m hun- 
dred pupils. 

In that college many of the greatest sufferers of. 
the revolution had been trained, and it was now 

established again with all its old traditions unim- 
paired. The professorb^ who had departed re- 
turned to resiiDie tlieir former functions, and evon 
some of the former scholars came back to complete 
their course. Twelve Chouan chiefs, four of them 
chiefs of battalion, whose studies h;id l)een broken 
off by the dissolution of the college, presented 
themselves after ten years of dvil war, during 
which their original vocation had only been sus- 
pended, humbly to finish their apprenticeship^ that 
ihey might at length serve God peacefully at the 
altar, whom thej had served so valiantly on the 
luld. By their thick beards and >viiukled brows 
they might have been taken for the fathers of their 
fellow-students, who looked up to them with the 
reverence of sons, not for their greater aprf", but for 
their h.^roic actions. They did not, indeed, remain 
long in ^.he college ; the life of sacrifice and de- 
votion whi^h they had led for so many yeais liad 
trained them for their vocation, and their novitiate 
^as abridged as much out of respect for their 
character as b\ the necessity of providing for the 
wants of the diocese. But before going, they had 
inspired the boys with their own enthusiasm; each 
new-comer caught the infection; the whole college 
espoused tiie cause of the Chouanneriei and pre- 
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served its spirit from generation to generatton by 
an unfailing traditioti ; so that eleven years after- 
wards, when our story commeneeB^ it was found 

flourishing in all its onginal earnestness. 

At firsi; the principles thus propagated found 
t!:Gir oiil y expression in the eollertion of annals of 
the Chouauuerie. The lads fed their love of the 
cause by hunting Tip everj' scrap of history, every 
anecdote and le^^end, every story of personal prow- 
ess ar>d miraculous escape, which the villages of 
liloibihan could furnish ; and ns there was scarcely 
a pariah t»hich was not represented at the college, 
a great mass of local tradition was brought to- 
^uier, and again distributed over the country as 
the boys dien>er6ed at the vacations. This was, per- 
haps^ of little or no public consequence, so long as 
merely naiTatives of the past were so circulated ; 
but when military despotism had put itself into 
open hostility to religion, the part which the 
scholars were enabled to play as publishers of in- 
telligence in their several parishes acquired a great 
importance. Throu;,di tlu ni the old pi iesls con- 
veyed their warning to the people ; and upon the 
suiipiesHion of the newspajjers by the imi:>erial 
poUce, the network formed by the scholars supplied 
the means of communication between different 
parts of the counti^'. In this waj the Bretons be- 
came acquainted with the aggression of the govem- 
inent upon the Sovereign Pontiff, and of the bull 
of excommunication which the Pope had laundied 
against the emperor and his abettors, — facts which" 
the authorities would gladly have concealed from 
the M estern provinces. And thus it was, indirectly^ 
that all the resisi'mce to the laws of the emperor 
which distinpfnished the period between 18(»8 and 
1814 originate d. The scholars of Vannes became 
famous thiou^^liout the country, as at once reflect- 
ing and fomenting the general exasi^eration. 
' ' i<or were there wanting piivate and personal 
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grounds for the animosity of the boys against the 
jg-ovemment ; for an imperial catechism was im- 
posed upon all teachers of youth, in which obedi- 
ence to tlie empiu'or and ins dynasty was made 
almost a matter of salvation. This catechism, al- 
though it received the c';inini;il-legate's approba- 
tion,caused great dissatisfaction among the royalists 
of the west But this was not the only gnevance 
of which the schohirB had to comphun. Their 
vac itions had become podiiye times of mourning* 
In the sea-side parishes the women were for the 
most part widows, the children orphans ; for their 
husbiuids and fathers were in the blockaded squad-, 
rona^ or languishing in the prisons of England. In 
the country parishes things were still worse, on 
account of the severity of the conscription ; so 
that the scholars had to return to homes wasted by 
the unpopular wars iu which the emperor was en- 
gaged. 

The government, always jealous of Catholic 
education, further incurred their indignation by 
the abolition of two festivals, which from time im- 
memonal had been kept in every school and semi* 
nary in France : one, the feast of Si Catherine^ 



the other, the feast of St. Nicnala% the 6th Decem- 
ber, for all scholars. In lieu of these time-honoured 
holidays. Napoleon appointed a day in honour of 
Charlemagne, founder of the university system as 
well as of the empire. The pupils of Yannes re- 
pudiated the name of the great emperor ; a.^ often 
as the •25th Nmornber came round, the class of 
plsiloBophy i)kiyed truant, in dehance of the threats 
and reproaches which were certain to be launched 
against them on the morrow. The annual protest 
against the suppression of the feast of St. ^'icliolas 
was not made with the same spirit or the same 
unanimity : first, because the children of the lower 
classes were hardly bold enough to brave their 
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masters ; and secondly, because the tragic death 
of ii scholar on the Gth December, 1809, who hfu\ 
been surprised alone by his enemies near the ceme- 
tery of St Patern, a church in the suburbB, had 
made the day rather one oi sorrow than oi rejoic- 
ing- 

These enemies, of whom no menticm has as jet 
been made^ belonged to the xeTolatioiiaiy btwr- 
g ame of the town, who regarded with bitter hatred 
the Catholic demonstrations of the college. In 
Yannes was a large tobacco manufactory^ in which 
a number of strangers were emplo^^ed as workmen ; 
and these made common cause with the partisans 
of government in the town. Between them and 
the scholars, — the ** to^-n " and the " gown,"— 
orcurred very serious collisions. The slightest in- 
Bult offe red by a republican to tlie youngest scholar 
was regarded by the rest as a declaration oi war, 
and the next morning hostilities took pi -ice which 
sometimes called for the interference of the gen- 
darmes. As eaiiy as the year 1805, while the old 
Chouans were yet at the college, this feud t^d be- 
come alarming. A boy was attacked on the quay 
doling the nighty and about to be thrown into the 
river, when some soldien^ attracted by his crieB» 
came up very opportunely and rescued him. No 
search, however, was made for the cowardly mis- 
creants who had perpetrated the outrage, aliliough 
the poor lad was at nrst supposed to be mortally 
wounded ; bat not the less deep were the vows of 
vengeance uttered by his companions. The j)()lK e 
were immediately on the alert to prevent an en- 
counter ; but a pitched battle was fonpfht, and the 
belligerent parties were only separated by a picket 
of gendarmes whom the principal, unable himself 
to exercise any control over the heated passions of 
his pupils, had apprised of the disturbance. From 
that time f rward continual and often bloody af- 
frays took place, in spite of the opposition d tils 
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pfincipttl and'the threats of the municipal authori- 
mes ; and on the 6th Deoembet, 1809, a lad mm 
brutftlly murdered by the Workmen. On this 
count St. Nicholas' Day was thenceforward an anni- 
vprsarv of mourning. But St. Catherine's Day was 
al\vii\ s kept by the young rebels. She was held in 
veneration by the class of philosopliy, because 
through her four-aud-twenty philosophers bad re- 
ceived the grace of conversion, and eventually the 
crown of martyrdom. 

The majority of the pupils who attended the 
lectures of the college wet© lodged in quiet houses 
in fhe anbnrbs, kej^ oliiefly by pious women, who. 
took as much eara of the eonls as of the bodies of' 
their younff charges^ and exercised as much influ-- 
ence throng their examt^e as their words* Based 
entirely on moral persuasion, their authority always 
sufficed to xestraiu the unruly, and was often dele* 
gated to one of the senior boys. He arranged the 
times of study and recreation of the others, read 
the morning and evfninp^ prayers aloud, took them 
to Mass, and kept order m the dormitory and re- 
fectory. The habit of monthly confession rendered 
stricter surveillance than this unnecessarv. Un- 
Beenily acts and words were unknown among the 
lads, wiio always kept in miud the holy prufeabion 
for which they were intended* 

The sohod whieh had thus espoused so warmly 
the Royalist and Catholic ca use re ceived the news 
of the restoration of Louis XVIXL in 1814 with the 
enthusiasm that might have been expected. In the 
year 1813 the students had shared the general 
gloom that pervaded the whole of France ; and in 
Easter 1814 they went home for the vacation, not 
knowing whether on their return they should not 
find their college and their coantry passed into the 
hands of strangers. 

Ei'^lit davs afterwards, a group of scliolars from 
the neighbourhood of Lorieut were waiidng early 
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in the mominpf aloirj ihe road from Poi-t Louis to 
Marlevenez, and singing aloud to attract tlif* atten- 
tion of their Bcljoolfellows, some of •^Ik hii bad 
promised to join tliem on their way, wiien all at 
once they saw approacliing a horseman at full 
gallop with a wiiite cockade in iiis hat, and cryiug 
Vice ie lioi ! It may be imagined with what sui- 
pruse they heard the magic words ; instantly they 
lonned themselves in doable file^ and marched fcft^ 
ward bearing aloft a white handkerchief on a pole. 
As they advanced they found that the news had 
spread like wildfire throagh the country. The 
inhabitants of Auray seemed mad with joy, and 
received them with acclamations as they entered 
the town. At their head walked a boy of the name 
of Lg Tiec, an untiling singer, one of those extra- 
ordinary improDimteurs who are eo common among 
the villageR of Erittany. He burst foi"tli into wild 
and picturebijue songs ; and at the end of each 
stanza the whole school joined in the chorus, and ^ 
announced tlieir coming to the imperialists of 
Vanues long before they w^ere in sight. At length 
they entered the town, and marched up the gnmde 
place. Their old enemies watched the procession 
with sinister looks, but durst no longer give vent 
to their anger ; and without pausing, the boys 
entered the cathedi^al to take part in the Domine 
salvimfac Begem th;it was -to be sung after Bene- 
•diction, and to protect the service from a threat* 
ened interruption of the Blues. 
• It was then that the schoLirs conceived for the 
fii*st time the idea of military organization, in order 
to figure with more efTect in the fetes and rejoic- 
ings which were to follow. Each class frrnicd it- 
self into a company, the officers of which were 
elected by the soldiers, and constituted a kind of 
council, which iu Id its sittings in pubhc. There 
was something intensely hidicrous in tl:o gravity 
with which all this was conducted. When the im- 
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portant affair of tlie eloction of a commander «in- 
6\nei came on., the whole school fiplit into two f ao* 
tion& One .parfy dechured for Aliz; a little fellow 
who cottld talk like a military pix>clamation, but 
had little dignity of manner, the other for the 
great Nicholas, who was a tall youth, and would, 
as they said, give an air of majesty to the troops, 
though he had not tne nuont eloquence of his 
rival. At last, after a hard poll, Nicholas was 
elected. He owed his elevation to the expect.'^d 
visit of a prince of the blood, who, it was deter- 
mined, sbould take away with him an impression 
of a manly regiment of scholars. The prince 
came— the Duke d'Anj^onleme — and fetes were 
held ; but the scholars were neglected, their har- 
angue was not delivered, their music was not 
heard, their evolutions were not performed. 

This disappointment was soon forgotten^ and a 
more profound impression than any fetes could 
produce was made in their hearts by two solemn 
religious ceremonies which were celebrated in the 
Cathedral of Vannes: one a funeral service per- 
formed on the occasion of the interment in conse- 
crated ground of the victims of Quiberon, whose 
remain 3 had lain for twenty veal's barely covered 
bv a little earth on the sea-shore : the other a re- 

» ' 

quiem for the repose of the soul of Louis XYI., 
sung upon the 21st Januaiy, 1815, the twenty- 
second anniversary of the roval martyi''s death. 
Then first were they made acquainted v/ith all the 
detiiiis of that affecting tragedy ; for the history of 
the revolution and its crimes was but imperfectly 
known to the scholars. Any works that would 
have supplied ihem with such information had 
been carefully excluded from the library at Yannes, 
and it was not till the restoration that they knew 
all til it t!ie murdered king had suffered. They 
assisted at the Mass for his soul, as at the canoni- 
sation of a saint Their old enemies, who had 
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joined in the massacre at Quiberon, and had ex- 
ulted over the murder of tlie king, viewed these 
exhiljitiona of Catholic loyalty with ill-disp^tiised 
anger ; and when the event of the 20th March 
pliiced them ap^am in the ascendant, they were not 
slow to retaliate upuu tht> buya fur the fresh insults 
they had received. 

Upon the first nevn of the landing of Napoleon 
from I3b% the 8cholan» oening tp.miBd fheir mili- 
tary pretenttona, aaiemhled tomultaouflly in tiie. 
quedwigle; and after a short debate, decided 
upon dmiving up a petition to th^ minister of. 
war demanding to be supplied with arms and led 
against the invader. Cbunt Floriac, then prefect 
of the depaitment, was intrusted to deliver the 
petition, — a commission which h^^ received with a 
respectful admiration and a signiiicant movement 
of the head that the bovs w^ere at a loss to inter- 
pret. Theu' innocent heaits could not conceive the 
poasibihty of the defection of the mai^shals and 
generalH who had sworn allegiance to the new 
monai'ch, and concluded the Count to mean that 
the invader would be repulsed before their appli- 
cation could anive. Bejoiced at the prospect of 
bis easy overthrow, they nevertheless went home 
for the Easter vacation not a litUe chagrined at 
having missed so good an opportunity of winning 
their spurs. 
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IiMQbotdlufttioii of fbe sciiniar?— Tliey trm, and jotn the 

loaurgcuts. 

JNDETEKRED by the significant events 
E of the IflSt ten years of the eighteenUi 
BU^S cdintiiiy, the new {(Dyemment ventuxed 
to brttve the spirit of the mstem pro- 
vinces livy deerees which were cextain to elicit a 
hostile movement. A conscription was set on foot, 
an oath of fidelity imposed, from which the priests 
were not exempted, and the tricolor was ordered 
to be substituted for tbe wbite flag on the parish 
steeples. Of tbe general consteniation which fol- 
lowed these decrees, tbe scholars were witnes^^es 
during tbe vacation ; and they returned to Yaiiiies 
boiling with indignation, and eager to distinguish 
themselves by some desperate achievement. 

The professor of mathematics at the college, who 
was in very bad odour with the boys on account 
of his imperialist predilections, first lit the sparl^ of 
actual insoxrection. One day, after goading his 
scholars to madness bj his insufferable air of 
triamph, be bad the audacity to walk across the 
court before the veiy eyes of the young royalists 
parading an enormous tricolor cockade. They re- 
sented the insult by imsbing with loud cries upon 
the enemy, and rolling bis hat with its offensive 
appendage in tlm mud. Complaints were made to 
the local authorities ; but the poor principal, anx- 
ious to compromise the matter, drew up a sort of 
lame apology, which he prevailed upon one of tbe 
boys to read to the prefect in the name of the 
college. 

The professors of the school, afraid of incurring 
the anger of the imperialists, yet amdoos to coneil** 
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iate their pupils, endeayoured to steer a middle 
oonrse between toe two partiea This produced a 
constant controversy between the upper boys and 
their masters ; and piDtestations were perpetually 
being made against some fresh act ol concession to 
the usurping power. When any snch protestation 
had to be made, some boy was chosen for spokes- 
man who was at tbe head of the class, and who wore 
in token of that priority a little cross of silver with 
JieurS'de-lis. This symbol, at once Catholic and 
royal, the prefect of the department ordered to be 
changed for the imperial eagle. The poor principal, 
although he knew what an effect this order would 
produce upon the boys, durst not refuse to enforce 
it^ as such an act would be considered tantampunt 
to rebellion. He endeavoured, therefore, to effect 
the change by a stratagem. He began by being ex« 
tremel}' bland and affectionate; and then said to a 
little boy of the name of Rio,* who wore the decora- 
tion, and who owed to that circumstance the import- 
ant paii which he subsequently played, " My good 
friend, give me tbr.t cross; I will return it to you in 
a few d vs." At tlieso words every eye was fixed 
upon the lad I'pon whom had devolved the duty of 
expressing the geneinl feeling. The liltle fellow well 
knew that all l»ig companions dreaded to see him 
submit; and he Eiiid, proudly, " Sir, I have to tell 
you, in the name of all my companions, that you had 
better keep your eagles to yourself, unless you wish 
lis to tread th cm under our feet We will not dHange 
our decoration as often as some people change their 
cocl!:ades (this was in allusion to the professor's hav- 
ing worn a very tiny tiicolor cockade); and our 
breasts tu'e not made to be snilod by what wt con- 
sider an emblem of apostary." The school was silent 
at tliis audacious reply; but the little orator could 
read in all faces an applause more flattering than 

* Since favonrablv ki:o>ui to the world as the author of La Po^^de 
i'Ari ChTtlUmntt aiiU of oiUvr iutetefting works* 
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any cheers would have been. The poor principal 
staTnmered out a few words of menace, and then 
drew from his pocket a lecture ready wi'itten on the 
inevitable ruin which their obstinacy would bnng 
upon the college. 

TliLse events were not unknown out of doors; and 
many of the townsmen secreth approved of the re- 
nstance of the boys, without^ however, giving them 
any Qncoaragement. But their old enemies were in- 
furiated, and loudly demanded vengeance. They re- 

Suired of the prefect of the depaitment the imme- 
iate expulsion of one hundred scholars; and at any 
rate insisted on an amende hOfi'irable to the imperial 
flymbol. The prefect, who was unwiUing to drive 
' matters to extremities, passed over the first demand; 
but was compelled to concede the last, — the only 
difficulty being as to the mode of mfiking^ tli r Raid 
reparation. No one supposed that the schohxrs 
would ever do homa^'e to the eagle, or wear it on 
their breasts; how, then, extort from them the sem- 
blance of a submission they could never be induced 
rcidly to pay ? Theii* ingenuity devised a notable 
expedient. 

In the dead of night, armed with ladders and^ 
paint-potfif, cunning artiste were despatched to paint 
over the college gateway a colossal eagle —an eagle 
worthy of the empire — an eagle whose outspr^id 
wings should extend as far as 9ie wall would allow. 
The next morning the scholars who lodged in the 
town assembled as the bell rang, and the first object 
which met their eyes was this gigantic bird staring 
at them from its inaccessible beif::lit; while streets 
and windows were filled with 6pectat(:>rs curious to 
see tlie young royalists pass under the yoke, and 
rejoicing in the prospect of a laugh at their expense. 

But instead of entering the college, they all stood 
outside discussing tlie state of affairs, and at length 
formed into a series of semicircles round the object 
of their wrath, the townsmen wondering the while 
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wbat was coming Bext It bad rained hard in the 
nigLt^ and the feet of aome hundreds of acholaara 
soon worked up the road into a thick paste. At a 
given signal all threw down their books and their 
dinners, and gathering the mud in their hands, dis- 
charged a heavy battery on the biid. Gradually it 
disappeared from the light of day, in five minutes 
not a feather was to be seen; and then, ^vith tri- 
umph in their faces, and ncn indveoro pulv re sor- 
</■>/?',* they went to their clasaeB, where the masters 
were awaiting them, trenibliDg with terror at the 
audacity of the young rebels for whose good con- 
duct they were responsible. 

The indignation of the Blues may be conceived; 
fhey would hare pat the whole scbool to the swrad, if 
General Rousseau^ who conunuinded the forces in tbe 
department^ had not rastroined their intoleranee; 
and the most that they could obtain from him was 
that an expedition half-civil half-military should be 
despatched, part with sponges and hot water, to 
wash the bird, and a little Tarnish with which to 
touch him up again as good as new, and the rest 
with muskets and bavonrts, to defend their com- 
rades while they were eiigaged in this interesting 
operation. Furthermore two sentinels were left to 
mount guard night and d^j over the eagle so reno- 
vated. 

But the next morning the noble bird, the object 
of all this care, appeared with a black band round 
its neck, as it were to be hanged, and its body in 
divers places blotched with ink, A ladder was im- 
mediately raised to remove the stains; but the 
piarks were indelible, and the disfigurement was 
only increased. It appears that a sdiolar, whose 
name was never discovered, had approached the 
sentinels at night in the guise of an api^ecary's 
lad. On being seized, there was found upon his 
person what tliey at iii st mistook for a horse-pistol; 

• " floitod with no diahoiioiinlite dmt** 
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but on examination it proved to be a syrinpfe of a 

paiiicular sort, with which, he said, he had been 
sent to a sick poreon next door; and whilf* tlie 
guards were laughing- at their mistake, he dis- 
charged the squii-t at the kicklesa bird and made off. 

After this the townspeople left their eagle to its 
fate. It still ( x|Kinded its Bcored wings across the 
gateway, siiii btretched out itij inky neck; but the 
scholars rather regarded it as a trophy of victory, 
fmd began to consider their cause Tictorioos. Bat 
in the height of their fancied security^ an erent oc- 
curred of a far more serious nature. It was early 
spring, when the fields were full of white blossoms^ 
and w lite ones only. Three of the boys were re- 
turning home from a ramble, with their hata adorned, 
according to an immemorial custom, with white 
sprigs, and witliout the least idea of giving offence. 
However, (18 tliey passed thronf_xh the Rti'eets the 
towns2)eoi)le re^ffirded it m n. royalist manifestation, 
and a crowd colleeted around them; while some of 
their foes entleavoured to rouse the offi<'erH of the 
garrifcioii, by pointing with fierce gesticnlatious from 
the unhappy eagle on the other side of the road to 
the white flowers in the lads* hata In the crowd 
waR a young rascal, who had been lately expeUed 
tnm urn coillege for theft^ and a year afterwards 
was put into the pilloiy on that Tery spot before be- 
ing sent to the gaUeya As soon as he saw the flow- 
ers, he thought a favourable time was come for tak- 
ing his revenge. Crying Abas lea Lfiganda, he set 
a number of idle and vicious lads upon the three 
scholars Two of the three immediately ran away; 
but tiiO third, a brave fellow named Lamenrvli, dis- 
daining to fly, manfully stood his ground, and ]>egan 
by laying three or four of his aasailants in the mud. 
A mob immediately ( ollected; and Lamenach was 
fighting his way through, when a picket of gen- 
darmes came up and led liim. off to tlie mayor a 
prison. 
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Tlie soholar^hearing what hadbefallen Lamenach, 
rushed iato the town; and were met by the women, 
who told them with tears and lamentations that the 
least the poor prisoner could expect was to be tried 
overnight and shot on the Garenne in the morning. ' 
"Witli General Rousseau in tlie town such a catas- 
ti'ophe could not occur; but it was reported tliat 
groauH and 1)1ov, h hn<\ l)eeii lieurd to proceed frora 
the p^uai*d-roo»ii; and tho scliolais were frantic at 
the thou[(lit that their rompaniou should be sul>- 
jected to ill-treatinent wiUiout a trial. Some of the 
most eager would have rushed upon the bayonets 
of the guard, and caiTied the prison witli their 
sticks. However, a little boy with blue eyes and 
light hoaif not appearin^^ a very formidable "brig- 
and/* had contrived to obtain a sight of the priaoner, 
and perceived him lying quietly on a camp-bed con- 
versing with his sentineL This intelligence, which 
was true, pacified the boys for a time; but a horri- 
ble scene had already taken place. 

The o^icers who had aiTested Lamenach, to mag- 
nify the impoi'tance of tGe 8cr\'icc, had represented 
the olfence of tiic prisoner as a conspiracy against 
government ; and orders were received from tlio 
minister of war to compel him by all posHil)le means 
to reveal the names of his accomphces who had 
escaped. Ujjon the strength of these instructions, 
the poor boy was tortured and maltreated by the 
bmtEd gendarmes till the blood gushed from his 
month nom some ii^rnal rapture; and etiU, with 
a heroism that would have done credit to a maturer 
age, he refused to divulge tlie names of his com- 
panions. Even when he was threatened with im- 
mediate death, — and they made a show of conduct- 
ing him to execution, — still he adhered to his re- 
fusal. After some days* confinement and ill-usage 
in the Petit Couvent he was taken to the college, 
l^rhere all the scholars were <lrawn up for the cere- 
mony ; and then the principal read out his sentence^. 
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which was that be Bhoold be expelled the college, 
prevented for ever from entering the universityy 
and ordered to leave the town within twenty-four 

hours. 

Lam enacli, restored to li])f'3'ty, ilircw liimself into 
the arms of his coiupiLuuius, and then set off for 
his uative village, where other trials awaited him as 
severe as those from which he had escaped. The 
news of his disgrace had preceded him, and the 
cure of the paiish, being one of those w lio had taken 
the constitutional oath, had denounced him from 
the altar. On entering the village, therefore, he 
met only sullen looka At a farmhouse where he 
asked for a drop of milk, the woman threatened to 
set the dog at mm. His father received him with 
sflenoe and in oonsteruation. Still, after two or 
three days at home, he thought the worst over^ 
when a picket of gendarmes came to summon him 
before the mayor of the commune. The mayor 
offered him a choice of three things: either to re- 
turn to Vanncs, on condition of cr^'ing Vice I'Em- 
perear ! in the court before all his compaTnoim; or 
to go to the Lycue at Pontivj, where he would have 
to make a profession of j^oHtical faith in the gov- 
ernment; or to be enrolled as a common soldier in 
the emperor's seiTice. "WeJl," said Lamenach, 
**if there be no altemative but conscription or dis- 
honour, a coiuNsript I will be; but from this mo- 
ment count me a deserter." With that he rushed 
out by a baok-door; and before the gendarmes 
knew where hQ was, he had gained tiie neighbour- 
ing forest. 

In his state of health this action was tantamount 

to voluntary death; and if his adventui'e had not 
that tragical termination, it was omng to the hu- 
manity of the gendarmes, who gave ]:\\a secret 
information that if he liked to return home, and 
merely absent himself once a week, they would 
make theix* domiciUai'j visit on that da^, and con- 

T 
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tinue their oonnivance till his health was restored. 
And tliis was done. 

In the college this ©vent made a profound im- 
pression, and the scholars carae to resolutions which 
mfiy appear too romantic to belonpr to the region of 
iuct But the details we are nja rating are from the 
mouth of an eye-witness and participator in the 
whole affair; and be it reaemhered the acholaiB 
were of an age when the warm blood laughs at dif- 
ficulty and danger, and has little sense of tiie ridicu- 
lous. Outside the college fhey formed a little re- 
public, with its own hkvrs and traditionB. The. 
authority of the professors, paramount as it was in 
the chair, vanished when they descended from it; 
and the parents were too distant to excicise over 
their children any control, and had too much confi- 
dence in them to be afraid tb^t they would abuse 
their hberty. Thus abandoiud to themselves in all 
that did not immediately concern their studies, the 
boYS Avere siibiect to none of those mlcs by which 
experience restrains enthusiasm; they had only a 
consciousness of the justice of their cause and a 
strong sense of right and wrong. 

Any stranger who had mingled with fhem on the' 
night of the outrage on Lamenaeh, would have 
been speechless with astonishment at all he saw and 
heard; — alvnot of beardless boys, with teeth set and 
Tiaages pole with rage, speaking seriously of tji 
armed insurrection, and deliberately weighing the 
relative dangers of remaining quiet and taking up 
arms against the govenimcrit. ** Lamcuach,*' it was 
thus they argued, " had been condemned in defi- 
ance of all law. His case might any day be theirs; 
there was not one of them but was ecjually Uablc to 
blows and imprisonment: w liy not, therefore, openly 
rebel? They could scarcely be in greater danger 
as declared insurgents than as disaffected scholars; 
they could only secure safety by abandonment of 
principle, whidi was not to be thought ol^ It WAS 
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decided, therefore, that jfrom that day forward thej 
would asBume an air of outward resignation, as if 
they had been cowed hj the example of Lamenacli, 
and remain in eoUege two or three weeks while 
-tiiey were organising their eonspiraej^; for which 
purpose a proviaioiial committee was immediately 
named, coDsisting of Bio and three or four others 
of the head bom 

Quixotic as their project seems, the yonn^ conspi- 
rators proceeded to put it in force with the utmost 
des]>fTtch. They peVcInd their committee, chose 
tlieir captain, and proceeded to the discussion of 
ways and means. In all these transactions the prreat- 
est seci'ecy was obser%^ed; and although every boy 
in the school knew that something was going' on, 
not a hint of the conspiracy reached either the pro- 
feaaora within or the anthoritiea withoni 

Their great difficulty laj in procuring ams and 
ammunition. At first they thought that their united 
pocket-money for the quarter, tog^ether with the 
produce of the sale of whateT« they could dispose 
0^ would suffice for thoequipment of three hundred 
'^men." But thej soon discovered their mistake: 
and they liad considerable trouble in disposing of 
their property; for their financial operations being 
necessarily clandestine, not to arouse the suspicions 
of their foes, were retarded by the scruples of the 
purchasers, who coidd not diviue the meaning of 
such a number of mysterious trausactions, ami were 
fearful of becoming receivers of stolen goods. 

Not less difficulty had they in the secret purchase 
of weapons' Borne of the boys were bold enough to 
tempt the probity, or rafcher the sobriety of the gar- 
rison; and others were clever enough to effect an 
exchange of a glass of brandy for a packet of car- 
tridges; forthejreckoned among their number some 
who were quite up in the diplomacy of the cafe. 
But all that they could obtain of any yalue was five 
or six muskets; and the committee were compelled 
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tc^ put up mth fowling-pieces, pistols, and any other 

spA of weapon which could be procured, uj>on the 
understanding that they were to be substituted for 
more warlike ai*ms after the first victory. 

By little and little stores were collected, thouGfh 
not so rapiclly as ihpiv ardour would liave desired; 
anil as they were oi^tmned, were cai*efully secreted 
in a hidinpf-pliice outside the town. They then set 
• about their drill. "Every thing," they said, " de- 
peiuln u[>ini drill ; without drill oui' weapons are 
useless." Accordingly they diligently wiitched the 
exercises of the conscripts, and at daybreak rose to 
imitate tbem. When the garrison-troops paraded, 
the^ were there to look on ; nor were they above 
t^kmg a lesson from the dumi^ movements of the 
national guard They got on very well; but they 
were sadly in want of a sergeant. A regular drilf- 
sorgeant would have been worth his weight in 
muBket& But how to procure one? how apply Avitb* 
out giving rise to inconvenient inquiries ? Evident- 
ly the advantages were outbalanced by the danger. 

Thex'e was among the offi(;erH of the garrison a 
good-natured Gascon, an imprrifilist heaii and 
BOnl; but very kind to the boys, whose spirit he 
admired, and whose sufferings he pitied. This 
brave seiTant of the empire became the instructor 
of the scholars, only they received his lessons at 
second-hand. The youngest of the executive com- 
mittee, the little Bio> went to bim, and told him 
that he had been ordered by the medical man to 
practise the broadsword exercise every day as hard 
as a recruit. Would monsieur have the goodness 
to l>e his master? The lad looked ill: it was not 
uncommon for doctors to order their j^upils a 
course of gymna.sties. "With all his heart; they 
•vvonl*! boLnn fo-nHjrrow; im<\ nt break of day mas- 
ter and pupi) met in the Salle d'Arnics, for a good 
hour's lesson before the nnbaltem*s parade. And 
this went on for some weeks. About dusk the pu- 
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pil turned master, and in some vault or con-idor 
assembled a dozen champioim^ armed with sticks 

for muskets, and taugbt them as he had been 
taught liimself; and all with a serious face which 
it wiis impossible to look at without laughing. 
When the first dozen were perfect, another ad- 
vanced; and so on, till the troops had all prac- 
tised, by wliicb time the young sergeant was thor- 
oughly exhausted. 

The next question which suggested itself, and 
which perhaps has ocenrred to the reader, was how 
to begin: what was to be the first step? The plan 



sehres in insurrection in a country fuU of troops, 
had been proposed in the first heat of enthusiasm, 
. but was too absurd to be smously entertained. 
And to do them justice, the committee proceeded 
with a discretion really incomprehensible in such 
mere youths. They rarely held their sitfintrs t\\nce 
in the same place; they h;i!l succeeded in obtaining 
arms for a great portion of theii- body; and they 
had ascertained that arms were to be had in the 
neiglibouiiug VLlla<i^es for the asking, as soon as 
they were in open revolt. They now determined 
to wait for the departure from the town of the 
troops who had been ordered to join the main 
krmy against Wellington. This took place towardi 
the end of April But even when these were ^one, 
there remained enough to crush them at a single 
blow ; and they were sharp enough to see that 
their success depended on the immediate co-open^ 
tionof the rural population. To secure this, some 
glorious achievement must first be performed by 
thetn selves. 

After a long deliberation, they deterniined to 
scale Fort Penthicvre, wliieh was only defended by 
a feeble garrison of veterans. A rapid march 
across country at night would bring them there in 
six hours; and they might perhaps caiiy ihe place 
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before the aatonislied garrison discovered by day- 
light that there ma aoumilya mosket iii the bauda^ 
or a beard on the ebin of one of their aasailanta 
'Laddera and victuals were to be procured in the 

neighbouring Tillajyes. The successful execution 
of tliis desif^ would, they were rrrffuu, act like 
111 Lunc on the inflammable peasantry, and produce 
a geueral rising. 

When all was ready for the expedition, no one 
could be found to undertiike the couimand in 
whom tiiey huA any confidence. They felt that 
more was required to scale a fortified place than 
mete enthuaiaamy and none ai ibe lads p oooeaoo d 
Hie requisite qualHfieaiiona. At len^h, in the aim- 
plicity of bia hearty Bio, the young driU-aergeanL 
bethoagbi him of hia friend the Gascon, and 
f;ravely proposed to confide their secret to hkn, 
and offer him the command. The other scholan^ 
with equiil natvefe, considered this a very luminous 
idea, and the incredible nejjotiation v^'as intrusted 
io its proposer. The astonishment of tlie imperial 
officer may be con(^ived, 071 i*eceiviB'r ?iti invitation 
from three hundred schoolboys to lit ul rui attempt 
aj^aiiist a pfarrison of his own Uoojjq, Ha})pily iie 
was not the man to betray them; althoujrb he told 
them, that by eoiiceaUu^ iheh* coDsj>iracy he be- 
came their accomplice, imd exposed bim&elf to be 
riiot at the head of his regiment; and with tears he 
entreated them to abandon their insane attempt 
When the lad Tetumed, and reported the result of 
his interriew, bia friends shuddered at the escape 
they had had, and peroeived that unless a leader 
could be found in their own ranks they had but a 
small selection to choose from. 

The chateau of the Chevalier de Mai-pfadel was in 
sipfbt, — a braTe man, who h id diptiiirxi^i^hod liim- 
seit' greatly in the C^iionaimeri'i Tiiey I'eBi^lvod to 
offer the command to him, asRnred that tliev were 
at least in no danger in a.inntting; him into their 
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onii'l'^^ro. Tlie chevalier embraced them with 
jyy, iiiioimecl thsm that the whole country was on 
the point of risinpr, aud promised that the scholars 
of Vaniias should t:ike piirt in the general insurrec- 
tion But he impressed upon them the necessity 
of patience; for a premature blow would compro- 
liiisd the cause 

The scholars returned intoxicated with delight, 
and readily- consented to wait till the proper mo- 
ment had arrived. But after three tedious weelis, 
some of them became anxious to ascertain the real 
state of the peasantrjr, and for that purpose made 
a circuit of t:ie neic^hbonring" parishes. By day 
they found the pop ilation all en^ i^^'cd, n? usual, in 
the lai)ours of tiie iield; and a suporlicial observer 
might have siippos9d the peo])le the most peajot'id 
in the worhl. But no sooner had tlie Aixjtias 
sounded, than every man turned over his musket, 
aud began to burnish the rusty weapon; while the 
worn 11 repaired to some chapel dedicated to the 
holy Virgin or the paiaron saint of th^ parisih, to 
pra^ for a blessing on the arms of their husbands, 
tbeu: lovers, or their sons. 

Joyful as the tidings were which the eimlorin^ 
party brought home, they were less gladdening 
than tlie intelligence which awaited them on their 
return — ^that the day of departure was fixed at last. 
Through the kindness of an officer in the prefect- 
ure it was lmo'\\Ti that fifty of tlie ringleaders in 
the school were going to be seized, earried off to 
Belle-Isle, and enrolled in the coloni d armv. The 
list of prosci'iption had already been drawTi up, 
and would b ; published before long. Under an 
imperial guverument this was not a menace to be 
triflod with, and the Wednesday following was ac* 
cordingly named for the declaration of hostilities. 

If tiie republicans had been in the habit of at- 
tending church, they must have suspected that 
something was going on by the way in which the 



Digiiizea by Google 



280 THE LtrrUB CROUAiniEBIB. 

couf ebsioiials were tliroii^^ed. The boys all crowded 
to the holy tribuijal as to a lirst commuinon, fil- 
thoLigb not with the same augelic serenity in theii* 
faces. To their great astonishment, and even scan- 
dal, some of the priests discountenanced the un- 
dertaking. NeveilbeleBBj they left them free to 
follow their ovn conscience, dreading the conse- 
quence, but not forbidding the attempt; for most 
of tbeni in the old Chouannerie had borne the cru- 
cifix on the battle-field. 

Nor was confession their only act of preparation 
for the solemn duty, as they rep^arded it, upon 
which they were enterijig. They bound themselves 
to each otlier hx ;i solemn oath never to make 
peace with the usurper, and to die, if need were, 
sooner than desert a comrade. This oath was taken 
with all accessories that conld render it more im- 
posing. In a private chamber an rdiar was t i ected, 
upon which they set a crucifix and candles: they 
swore upon the holy Gospel; and the pupil who 
administered the oath was a seminarist, named 
Bainvel, who had already received the tonsure, and 
by his ecclesiastical habit gave a sort of religious 
character to the ceremony. 

At length the long-expected day arrived. For 
the last f oity-eight hours all the pupils had been in 
the Rocref ; for it was necessarv to select the three 
huuck'eci wlio were to compose the expedition. The 
very youngest children were anxious to join, and 
stoutly avowed their perfect abihty to endure the 
fatigues of a campaign. Some of them, indeed, an- 
nounced their intention of following, if they were 
not permitted to accompany the rest; and they 
kept their word. 

All assisted with great devotion at the first Mass. 
After which they proceeded to the classes as usual, 
as they were not to start till the evening. At 
length the college clock stnick four, and closed the 
studies for the day. During the next two hours 
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the young solrlirrs were makiiif^ the last an^aiif^e- 
ments for theii- departui'e. They then h^it the 
town in different directions, pretending: to be play- 
inj]f at some childish game in order to divert the 
fttt2nti()u of the sentinels at the gates. By seven 
o'clock almost all were outaide the walls ; and so 
little was their absence suspected^ that the houBO- 
keepers got ready their supper as usual 

Tharsday came, and passed without any tidings 
of the absentees ; and stall no importance was at- 
tached to the circum.stance by the authorities of 
the town, nor did the professors feel any «jficat 
uneasiness* as Tharsday was generally spent by the 
scholars in the fields. The bell on Friday morn- 
ing mTvjf forth the regular summons just as the 
bovs. who should have obeved its mil, were en- 
gagod in their first encounter with the Bkies. The 
professors, on entering the court, were stupefied at 
the mournful silence which reigned aronnd. No 
pupils were to bo seen but a few chiltlicn and in- 
valids. But at length they ascei*tained what had 
happened ; for presently arriyed the remains of 
the Golnmn which the boys had helped to rout, who 
reported that the Chouans had risen with all their 
old obstinate bravery, and had been joined by the 
scholars of Yannes; and that tlie latter had per- 
formed prodigies of valour. This news spread 
consternation among the imperialists of the town; 
and the arrival of the scholars to take vengeance 
upon them fol* the outrage on Lamenach was im- 
minently expected. The authorities revenged them- 
selves upon the Little Chonannerie by confiscrating 
the revenues of their college and turning the build- 
ing into a baixack. 
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CHAPTER jn. 

Bafcll«e of 8t. Aone^H, Kcdou, and Muzilluc— DcbarcatiOD of 
ariuft au4 dekal ai Aura^' — Victory at Ficttcop. 

f^rg^HROXJCIH the nuuiagemeiil of the C?heva- 
18 B| hex de Margadol tliie tot moyemeDts of 
tgf.^S the echolam wero cambmed with those of 

the piincipaJ coifps, placed under the or- 
ders of General De Sol de OrisoUefl^ who was to 
Biauoeuvre about Amay aiid.rally the several Choiian 
chiefs But it waa necessoiy tibat a demooBtration 

should be made on the Nantes or Eennes road, to 
draw off the attention of the gai-risovi of Vannes; 
and the Bcliolars, who were not yet armed, were 
ordered to join the Count of Fraiiehoville, who was 
under arms at the head of a battalion of coastmeu 
capable of encountenn*? an equal number of the 
bebt troops which could be sent af^ainnt them. 
This detachment wa.s placed under the command 
of Le Quellec, a ^ne eourageons young fellow, in 
roite of his feeblie UesHh. Thus for a short timo 
the scholars weve sepasated. 

On leaving the college on Wednesday n^ht, they 
marctied directly to &e chateau of the Chevalier 
de Margaclel, whose eldest daughter served out to 
the boys white cockades and coiiiidges which she 
and her sisters had made with their own hands, 
til us paving an air of chivaky to the expedition 
til at was not lost upon tho youn^f hearts of their 
clia!ii]")ions. Towards midnight they arrived at the 
c'liatcaii of PuntsaJe, where tliey found a <^ood sup- 
per waitinj;' for them. But in the middle of tiieir 
repast amv<Ml an express to rcpoi-t the advance of 
a column of Blues from Baud to intercept theii* re- 
inforoement& Two of the youngest scholars were 
instailtly despatched to mount guard a muaket* 
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ibot horn the chtteau, on the edge of a Utile wood, 
wJtli strict ot*de» to £re on the bead of the advabc- 
ms column. They set off full of confidence, and 
proud ol the tinist committed to them; but it was 
not till tlie morning tliat the Blues passed by; and 
as it Avas not Margadel's intention to provoke an 
encounter^ the boys were posted in a thick copse, 
where t ley could only be attadked at great disad- 
vaiitfi<xe. 

Besides tliis ccliimn from Baud, two othei's wore 
rep >rtod, one from Lorieiit, the other from Pon- 
tivy, which so UQf lit to effect a junction al oiit Auray, 
in order to sappres.-^ the iuci|)ient iiisurrectioii. 
The advance. oJf these several detachmeuts might 
have been checked by an unexpected attack from 
the scholars; but it was of more consequence not 
to mias the gensral rendezrous, and Margadel would 
not suffar time and ammunition to be wasted in a 
skirmisl). He therefore pushed on across country 
to join the insurgent forces. 

it is needless to apeak of the joy with which the 
3^ung heroes met the old Ohouans, with whose 
names and stor}' they had been so lon^^ familiar. 
It was the re ilizition of their biightest hopes, the 
consolitlition of all their castles in the ail'; and 
wheu, upon the sounding of tlie A'><jelti<^^ they wit- 
nessed the whole army on their knees, and the 
c.wmp in. a moment chant^ed into a place of ]naycr, 
it seemed to them as if heaven bad come down up- 
on eai-th, and they had been transported into the 
midst of an anny of angels. 

That day, Thursday, paased without alarm. 
About sunset i^ey got under ams^ asid at mid- 
night came upon the tradk of the enemy. They 
followed him as far as St» Anne's, where they halted 
for food and rest But they were roused from 
their repose by the approach of the Blues, under 
the guidance of a man evidently perfectly ac- 
quainted with the ground. The peasants immedi* 
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ately ranged themaehes under their leaders. At 
tile *^ head was Gamber, a glorious old Ghouan of 
tried yalotir, and much dreaded by the Blues. 
After Gamber came La Tbiesse with the celebrated 
men of Bigrar, and last in the order of march were 
the coaetuien of Auray, commanded by Joseph 
Cadoudal, brother of Geor<]fe8. 

The Ip.st column had Dot stnrted when the ad- 
vanced guai'd, under the cum maud of a scholar, 
was already enpfapfed. The lad conducted himself 
witii wonderful nerve. Tliough wounded, and see- 
ing men fall on all sides, he gave his orders with 
as much coolness as if he had been conducting a 
sham-fight at Vannes. The scholars occupied the 
centre, under Hargadel; while Qamber on the left 
and La Thiesse endeaToured to place the enemy 
between two fires. But the latter failed in his 
movement^ and a number of cowards turned and 
fled. The da\ was going badly, when Cadoudal 
came* up, and joining the brave fellows who were 
still fighting firmly by the side of La ThieE»e, by 
tlic impetuosity of his courage in twenty minutes 
changed the face of tlio hattlet 

But the ammunition of the Chouans was begin- 
ning to fail; the best-provided, had only twelvt^ or 
fifteen cartridges left, which woidd not last above 
half an hour. Unless, therefore, they could cjirr}' 
the day by a sudden blow, tiiey must lose it. They 
accordingly dispersed themselves among the trees 
and ditcbeSy to take a podicular aim, so as to kill 
an enemy tA each shot; for the Chouans were all 
good mfutksmen. This movement was rewarded 
with complete success. A cry of -victoiy rose from 
the insurgents, the drums of the Blues ceased to 
beat, and their rout became general, the Chouans 
following in full pursuit. And bloody the retreat 
would have been, but that the ill-armed conquerors 
were more intent upon ]?iclving up weapons and 
ammunitiun dropped by tiieir iiyiug foes than in 
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impeding their escape; although some followed 
even to the ^tes oi Yaimes. However, a few 

nil- -Lots were the only spoils. 

Their most v^iliKible prize, on account of the 
judicious use made of it, was the prisonei-s who 

fell into their power, and wlio were tlie flower of 
the cue niy's army -old soldiers and fid<r<s, who 
would have sold the victory ver^' deai* if they had 
Leeii better supported. As it was, they continued 
fighting long after the rest had run away; and 
when they were captured, the baiTels of tlieir 
muskets were too hot to be toached. These men, 
being maiched off tc head- quarters, evidently sup- 
posed they were going to execution; and such an. 
act, however brutal, would have been but a retalia- 
tion in kind for many similar atrocities 2>erpetrated 
by the republicans, — ^nay, these very men had 
richly deser\'ed it, for they had threatened to make 
a triumphal entry into Auray, each with a head up- 
on his bayonet. But the Chouans were careful not 
to tarnish their first victory by cowardly reprisals. 

Had you been the conquerors," said Cadoudal to 
the connnanding officer of the lilucs, who \vas one 
of the ju i -iouftrs, " would you have done the saine *?" 
** It would have been my wish," he said, loweiing 
his eyes; "I cannot say it would have been iu my 
power." 

This victory, doubly gloiious to the Chouans for 
the valour with which it was won, and the mercy 
with which it was crowned, must be ascribed in a 
great measure to the religious character of the 
place. In choosing, or rather in accepting the 
village of St. Anne for the field of battle, tliey had 
more than doubled theii* chance of success. It is 
the national sanctuary of the province, to which 
many thousand pilgrims annually resoii. On such 
a spot there was not one of the peasants who did 
not see an invisible arm fightinj^ by his side. To 
the modest little chapel, at tho riuk of having to 
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light fasting, the scholars, and maDy of the old 
Chouaiis, had paid a visit rarly in the uioriiing ; 
and indeed were Htill at ]>iayer when the cry of 
alarm was raised. And after the battle the con- 
coLU'bO thither was greater still, wiion the peasants, 
etained witli blood and dust, came to pay the vows 
they had made to St Anne in the heat ox the fight, 
atid return their thanks for her assistance. 

No time was to be lost in securing the good re* 
sidts which the battle of St. Anne promised. In 
spite of the briefness of the combat, almost all 
their ammunition was expended ; and if the col- 
umn which hung about Baud for sereral days had 
attacked thcni the snnie evening, a dispersion could 
alone have saved them fiom des^rnctinn. The 
danger would have been still greater if the garri- 
son of Vannes, which was witnin three hours' 
march, had had courage to purbue them ; l)ut tiiey 
were deterred by ihe exaggerated accounts of the 
strength of the new Chcuiinncrie given by the run- 
aways. They had thus a little respite, during which 
the insurrection spread oyer the whole countiy. 
The news of the victory was transmitted from 
village to village with the rapidity of a telegraph ; 
and every where the ringing of church-bells, the 
distribution of white cockades, public dances, with 
royalist songs, defacing imperial eaj.tles, and above 
all, the substitution of white tiags for the tricolor 
on all the steeples on the F(iasii of Corpus Christi, • 
bo 'e witness to the popular excitement and sym- 
pathy with the insurgents On tliat day the pro- 
cession of the Blessed Sacrament took place with 
more tlian ordinary j:cni]> and splendour ; and the 
altars were nW covered with lilies 

On the morning after the victoiy, the scholars 
who had shai*ed it setoff to join the detachment of 
their comrades under Le Qnellec, who had en- 
camped at Eercohan, eager to report the glorious 
news of their first engagement and victory. On 
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their i-oute the whole popnlutioji turned out to 
j^reet ihem. Tbe uevvs ot tiieu' spirited attempt 
ba:l preceded them ; and wherever they -went 
i ley received the most enthttaiasfcic- applause, tp 
the no smaU delight of' the youBff wddierB. The 
coiini^ through, which they paaied seemed to be 
abaQilohed by the Blttee- The gendarmes on dutj 
had, forsaken their quarters, and the esMSae officers 
had fled ; so that the liateful impost on salt was no 
longer enforced, — a circumstance of itself suf&cient 
to malffi tiiG Little Chouannerie j)opular. Never- 
theless, wit 'a so much to clieer tiieTu, they ap- 
proached Kercohan witli somesvhat heavy Imarts ; 
for in dressing the wouuded after the battie, they 
had found a youn*^ bouriTfeois bleeding to death 
from a shot in the crural artery, who could scarcely 
Buiumon streu<;-th to ask whether his brother, who 
w;as in the colle<]:d at Yannes, had formed part of 
the troop against which he had fought. In leqpite 
of reiterated assurances to the oontraaiT; the dread 
of having, perhaps^ been wounded by a brothei^s 
hand, embittered his Ukst momenta His brother 
was at Kercoli-iii» and was, therefore, spared this 
tiLTible blow ; but as he could not but regard 
every one of those who had shared the action as 
possibly the poor lad's nmrderer, they dreaded to 
meet him. Happily iie was not at the camp. Of 
all the scholars, he only had <^oiie to the work with 
a faint heart ; and after the iirst nocturnal alarm, 
had fairly deseiied. 

On arrivinn^ at Kercohan, a treble voice called 
** Qui VLve 1 " It belonged to the youthful sentinel, 
who was mounting guard with a very fierce ex- 
pression of countenance and a cocked pistol. Hie 
was, however, scarcely impressed with all the im- 
portance of a sentinel's omce ; for he deserted his 
post in his eap^« rness to hear the news, and accom- 
panied hvi old friends into the camp. Oh, the 
embraces, t^e long stories, the showing of wounds . 
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And gabbling of ton'^iies, — the all speaking at once 
and no one listemng ! If the enemy had come up at 
that moment, what Tnore should we have had to 
my of the Little Cliouaunerie ? 

The depfirture of the whole party for the general 
rendezvous wiih fixed for the next evening, up to 
which tmie detached pailiea of Chouans came 
dropping in. All the newcomers had heard of the 
brave young scholars^ and were eager to make their 
acquaintance. Their appearance, at first eighty not 
being yery imposing, some equivocal comf^ments 
were passed upon their prowess. The coasimen of 
^Bhujs, under Count Francheville, who were all 
very fine men, surveyed their pigmy comrades with 
iiiimense contempt, and asked whether the requisite 
number of nursea had been engaged. The boys 
gaumed a look of offended dignity and wi«hpd 
l^Tiow whether courage was to be measured by 
height. 

That evenin<jf they started, and m'arched all 
nisfht and all tlie 7iext day, bv cioHS-roadR. towards 
Ploermel, wliere they Lad heard thai, alter a short 
fusillade, a few Chouans had estabhshed them- 
^ves. But on arriving, the town was found evac- 
uated, in consequence of intelligence that a column 
'of the enemy, four thousand strong, had left 
Bennes with cavalry and cannon enough to cut 
them to pieces. All exhausted as they were with 
hunger and a twenty-four hours' march, there was 
nothing to be done but to press on to Josselin, 
where, notwithstanding the lato h.onr of the night, 
they received a very hearty wrlconie. Foitunately 
they were not disturbed that iiip^ht ; the Blues con- 
tinued to keep a ri spectfnl dint an ce, and the 
Chouan leaders took advanta<:^e of tlie respite to 
organize the new recruits whicli poured in evei'y 
day. Thanks to the continued and laborious efforts 
of the chiefs, tho insurgents soon j)resented a com- 
pact and orderly force, capable of sustaining a con* 



CH. UL] the UTTLB GHOUANMSBUfi, 289 

test ^th troops of the line eyen in the open field.' 
The interval of ten days which elapsed between the 
affair of Si Anne's and their next battle, gave 
them leisure to take possession of a number of 
small towns, sach as Muzillac» Josselin, Ploermel, 
&e.; als9 to complete the supplies of ammuni> 
tion. In some places the royalists pushed their 
generosity so far as to melt down their pewter 
plate for bullets. Whether it was with the con- 
S3nt of the proprietor that the roof of the feudal 
castle of the princes of Roll an at Josseliu was 
stripped of its lead, no one knows ; but the fact is, 
that it supplied the whole army with bullets In- 
gots of gold would have gladdened less the eyes of 
t.i3 insurgents than those loads of lead; and at the 
moment of t je adventurous expedition into the de- 
p.uiment of Sle-et-Vilaine, the forces had acquired 
a consistency which astonished the old Chouans. ■ 
At t lie head of the old school was the general-in- 
chir^f, D3 Sol de Gris olios, who had signalised him- 
s'^df in thd wars of the Chouannerie, and, e:scept 
Ro'.iii, wa!3 the only surviving contemporary of 
CHor to > But he had now lost all his energy. He 
w I ; a fc'o!^ listless old man, worn out by Buffering, 
H.x'l ijidte unfit for the post which coiirtfisy alone as- 
nivH'^ l hini. Happily La Bnissi u'e, who was over 
tin staff, a man of indefatigable vigilance, and very 
'|)()pui u'. ni ide up tor his cliief's deficiency. His 
intelligent sympafc'iy with the Bicton peasantry had 
given him a more real power over them than Lis ti- 
tle of commissary-extraordinary to the king The 
other chiefs were Bohu, an old Ohonan of great 
vigoor, but ragged, and fiercely anti-aristocratic; 
La Thiesse, whose division had nearly doubled since 
the victory at St. Anne's; Langourla, and Ganiber. 
Langourla was especially popular for his sad history. 
He was about to be united, under the happiest aus- 
pices, to one whom he 'tenderly loved, when his 

bride sickened^ and died; since w^ich time he had 

u 
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charmed life. The troop of Gainber wm remarka- 
ble lor its ieligioii9 ehanctei*. When he bad fiist 
taken saasm, the amy im ealled L'Armee CktOMq^e; 
but its pr^ent name was UAii^ite Boyak; snd it 

was his ambition to aiiiinfiff* his troops witli the old 
spirit. Often after the exercises of the cYpmvsfr the 
men unpfht he e^n at prayer; and dnrini]^ the march 
they Htitnle on reciting their rosary, m the old 
days ot the Ohonana The order and diseipiine of 
Gaiiil>er'»nien exdtedthe ;i( Im irrit um of thesk*holars; 
and tliey requeyted their o>vu captum, the Chevalier 
de Morgadel, to give them a diill-sergeant, promis- 
ing if he woidd, to obey like eonscriptsaad ^bt like 
vetcoans. Maaroftdel gave tkem sn <Md sefgeant, who 
had been-wouDoed at Leipsic, oaned Bertaud. He 
was a rough uncouth man, who eottld nol utter a 
leprool or a word of praise without many unneees- 
sajy and unbecoming exi^eiivea But they forgave 
him every thing when they saw him at work. At 
the first rattle of tlie fubillfwlo ho rubbed his hair in 
au ecstasy; his ptch pfleaiiied, l is voice deppetied, 
lie was all on fire. But nntwitlistandinf^ their re- 
spect for him, the scbolais reserved the post of hon- 
our for their comrades Nicholas and Bainvel, who, 
luivin<; received the tonsure, were regarded by them 
as tiiu jLui d's anointed. 

At every town the inhabitants diluted among 
themselves who should entertain the boys. The 
women, espedaliy, feted them, wept over them, and 
pelted them. Maids and mistresses alike gave up 
their beds, and mended the garments torn upon the 
mai'ch, while the little sddiers slept; tmd high-bom 
ladies thought it an honour to wait upon their own 
true knights. On one occasion they had lain down 
exhausted with hunger and fatigue on the turf of a 
courtly ard, while supper was lieing prepared. Pres- 
ently tliey heai'd a sweet voice exclaim, "It's the 
Bcholaisr' The Mext mcment all the wmdows^ 
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which had been hermetically sealed at the approach 
of the C9MniaiD% were thrown open, and tnm ap- 
psai'ed a number oi girls, laughing and looldng par- 
iicularly gradoua It was a bcMidingHBckoof of 
young ladies quite as enthufdasfcic in the cause as 
tliemselves. To testify their symp itliv, they threw 
out liandf uls of ribbons, white cockades, and flow- 
ers; and the most sensible of them abetracted from 
the larder of the community cakes and other deli- 
cacies, whicli they conveyed io the scholars furtively 
in their bonnets. Wherever there were women the 
lads were welcome; and at many inns tlie ^jfood-wife 
would not accept of payment, ** Do you sell wine 
here ? " " O yes, to stran<:^ers, but not to you," was 
the comiiion re2>ly: u'ut sometimes they reckoned 
upon it too hastily. ' Do you sell wine, my good 
woman?" said a lad, who had not a scm in his pock- 
et; *' Yes, my child," was the nnexpeeted answer. 

O, then," stammered the disconceftted little fellow, 
'^please to give me some water." 

It was at length resolved no longer to wait for 
the attack of the Bloes; but to take the ofiensive, 
l)v falling imawares upon Bedon, the small garrison 
of which were expected to lay down their aims on 
the approach of so larire a body of men. The in- 
tention of this movement was to second the general 
operations of the insLiiTection, by connectinc: the 
Clunians of the Bas Maine with those of La Vendue. 
To elf j(;t this object two preliminary conditions 
v»ere essential: the first, a decisive victorv in La 
Vendee; the second, a debai cation of ai'ms on tlie 
coast of Brittany; and no position was more advan- 
tageous Ui m Bedon for awaiting these two events. 

The tUy cliosen for the expedition marked tlie 
great diiffer,3nf*o between the present insuxieetion 



Bochfort in established every where religious 
senices, the present army did just the reverse ; for 
tiioy selected the octave of Corpus Ohriati for tJie 
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attack on Bedon^ at the immiiient luk of inteirupt- 
ing the processioii* ttnd cauflptg the Blessed Sac- 
rament to fly as before an army of pagans. But 

De Sol was not a man to be stopped by such consid- 
erations The chaplains he had provided for the 
army always carried a bottle of brandy in one pock- 
et to balance the breviary that never came out of 
the other ; and he selecied the octave of Corpus 
CLristi for the expedition without scruple 

The secret of theii* niai'ch on lie don had been 
liept so well, that their appearance on the heif^hts 
above the town wiis the iirst intimation the inhabi- 
tants received of their approach. The first object 
which the army perceived was an altar resplendent 
witli flowers and lights, towards wliich, with their 
backs towards the soldiers, a long procession wound, 
preceded by a cross and baimers. Suddenly, as they 
wore looking on, the whole crowd turned round^ 
and the canopy which covered the Blesse d Sacra- 
ment was seen to retreat with dignit}', although in 
haste. Nothing could be more ill-omened for the 
royalist troops, who reproached themselves and 
their ieadei-s for the insult tliev liad off. r; d to their 
Saviour. They seeiJicd like the Philistines, befoix? 
whom the aik of (xod retreated. But the next mo- 
rn eiit the bells rung out their waiiiinp^, and the 
Cliouans learned that tl^e g. mson, contrary to ex- 
pectation, intended to contest the day. 

An hour before the batUe tiie scholars sent a dep- 
utation to the general, to aohcit the perilous honour 
of forming the advanced guard. They were on the 
point of obtaining their petition, when it was I'ep- 
resented that they were the flower of the AiTQori- 
can youth, and that on them mainly depended the 
future of the Church in Brittany. Their request 
was accordingly refused. They were ordered to 
march in the second rank, to the great indignation 
of Bertaud their sergeant, who at the lii st sliot dis- 
obeyed his ordfii's, andniruslied-forwuiHl. to. joi^ the 
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fighting in the front. The posi; coveted hj the 
scholars was assigned to Laugourla's troop. The 
unhappy man here met \vith the death he had so 

lonir and vainly sought. Advancing alone in front 
of his men, he fell piorced with many halls. 

The plan of attack as laid down by the cliiefs con- 
sisted in investing the town on all sides, and so ren- 
dering the flight of the ^ai-rison impossible. It 
had been aiTanged befcrehaaid that the scholars 
should take the right, and force tlieir \\ ay in face 
of all obstacles to tiie yrande rue; from which they 
were to turn rapidly, and put the enemy between 
two fires. When the word " forward was given, 
Le Tiec as usual began with one of his martial statiins; 
but he was sternly reproved by Margadd, and bid 
hold his peace in the ranks. They proceeded si- 
lently till they came to a convent, from which the 
nuns, in their white habits, looked down on thd 
battle, waving then* white handkerchiefs, asid crying, 
Vk^'leRoi! a7id Viveat h's ('colier^ ! and then thev 
could not suppress a cheer; but present Is the balls 
of the enemy began to whistle in their ears, and 
they had something else to do. 

These shots proceeded from gendarmes who were 
in ambush in the vines, and caused some disorder 
in the ranks of the scholars ; but the mass of them 
coutinued their way in a steady and soldier-Uke 
manner, under a fumllade from right and left, ti]l 
at length they debouched in the gmnde rue. The 
Ohouans, who had preceded them, were held in 
check by musketry from the windows of the market* 
stalls, within which the little troop of brave fellows 
who composed the garrison had retreated. But 
when the scholars came up tiiey abandoned that 
position, and shut themseives up in the church- 
tower. 

Cieueral de Sol had already failed a^^ains^ Miis 
very tower in the vear 1790, and now received uiiiy 
iusultiug answers to hi^i summons to capitulate. In 
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vaiutlie IjesK i^^ers tln-eatened to bui'u the building, 
and under tUen very eyes proceeded to heap up 
combustible materials agaiiibt the wall; the Blues 
were not to be duped into a surrender by such 
demoustrationa TUey knew tLut the royalists 
would never expose a town to conflasration which , 
numbered so many partisauB; and toe higher the 
Chouans piled their faggots outside, the keener 
grew the sarcasms of the soidianB within. 

At length night fell, and the tower still held out; 
and at intervals the fighting continued Though 
the Chouans hept earefuUy out of hai ni*B way, the 
garrison fired on every spot where the least light 
or noise indicated the presence of an enemy. From 
time to time, in the darkness of the night, the tower 
would be suddenly illnrained like a furnace; and 
' the besiegers, thinking tiiis the prelude to a sally, 
would cry, " To arms ! ** The cry, roj^eated hj the 
patrols, was carried from point to point, distuibing 
every one from food, or sleep, or prayer, as the 
eaee*^ might be. So that when morning came, the 
royalist army were eompletelj exhausted, with the 
exception of Gamber*s oompanj - who had slept 
hack to back in the street, and had set sentindB 
that they might not be roused from sleep by any 
false alurm — and the soholars, who had been too 
tired over-night to be awoke by any fdarm at alL 
They lay all night in the market-stalls, exposed to 
the first attack in tlie pvmt of a sally; but they 
ros^' in the mornin;^ refreshed find with Ganiber's 
soldiers occupied the attention of the Blues while 
the rest of the army beat a retreat from the town. 
If the sie^re had been maintained 'but a few hours 
longer, the gan isoii must have surrendered from 
thirst They had pierced a thick wall to get into 
the church for the holy water, and on hearing of 
the departure of the Chouans, they ran and cast 
tliemsetves all black and gas|)iug into the stream. 
The loss of the Hues was insignificant^ while ih» 
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Chouans had many killed and wounded, and were 
ill evil case. Their spiritR were depressed — they 
had been beaten. ITieir ammunition, too, was all 
but exhausted; and yet they were liable to attack 
at any moment, imd hud to protect the embarca- 
tion, upon which nil the Biiccess of the insurrection 
depended, and which might take place from day to 
dajr. To add to their discouragement, they re- 
ceived at this time very painful inteUigeuce from 
La Vendee. Instead of the great victoxj upon 
which tliey had ooonted, they learned of the deatu 
of Louis de Larochejacquelein ; and what was 
worse, of the misunderstanding, that had. sprang up 
between the Yendean chiefs. 

Under these distressing circumstances, their 
looks were impatiently turned towai'ds the sea for 
the promised arms and ammunition. Meanwhile 
tJiey were in a verv" precarious state; and instead 
of encampinfj^ boldly in some of the villapfes on 
the coast, from which the signal of tlie convoy 
could be seen, they were compelled to hide them- 
salves where they could, and prowl about night 
and day to conceal their position from the Bhies. 
For more than a week they endured great hard- 
ships; but the scholars bore up manfully, and put 
to shame many a desponding old soldier 

On the 8th June ihey learned that a transport 
detached from the convoy off Ile-Dieu had come 
to an anchor in the moutn of the Yilaiue, and had 
brought from four to five thousand muskets and 
ammunition in abundance. This joyful news in- 
spiied the whole army with fresh vigoui-. They 
lay down to rest, rejoicinjr that the next niLdit they 
should sleep without fear, each with a muslset by 
his side; and they started the next morning to pos- 
sess themselves of the prize. 

On the Dth they slept at Miizillac; and at five 
o'clock the next morning, while they were all dis- 
persed about among the houses and bams^ they 
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were awakened by filing from the advanced guard 
of the enemy, and in a few minutes the whole army 
might be seen hurr>nng down to the bridge which 
forn^ed the enti'ance to the town. This bridge 
w<»uM hftve been suiprised but for the vigilance of 
Caduiidai, who was on the spot to occupy it with 
livo or six of the brave men of Auray till Boliu 
could come up with bis coastmen; and thuB de- 
fended, it could not poadbly be forced. But it 
mighty neyerUieless, be turned by a ndU-bridge 
about a quarter of a mile below the town; and 
there the scholaro were ordered to take up their 
position. Aa they proceeded to the spot indicated, 
thej soon perceived the enemy across the stream; 
his van engaged with Cadoudal and Bohu, his rear 
concortled by a turn in the road. Some pickets of 
cavalry occupied the centre; and certain prepara- 
tions which they perceived in prn<rrpKs among the 
bushes gave them reason tu suspect they should 
soon heia- fur the first time the roar of artillery. 

And indeed two minuten had scarcely elapsed be- 
fore they heai'd a tremendous report and the hoarse 
whistling of cannon-balls over their headi In- 
stinctively they bowed to the passing strangers, — 
an act of couriesy which called down upon them a 
volley of oaths and sarcasms from their old ser- 
geant They proceeded, laughing at their own 
weakness, and inwardly resolved to be more dis- 
creet for the future; when poor Ije Tiec broke out 
with one of his chants — 

*' If e'er in the heat of the comhat I chance 
To be struck to the ground by the point of a lance, 

1 will 8iDgi<--" 

and there his song ended. A ball struck off his 
head ; and his hoi i ilied conn ados were covered 
with bis blood and brains. Alas, for the credit of 
the litUe Chouannerie ! The young lads had not 
around their hearts the triple panoply of battle, and 
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tlieii' ranks were tlirowii iuto complete disorder by 
the sad catastrophe. Some stood still gaping with 
horror, oihezB ran find embraced the corpse. It 
was not that they had never looked upon death; 
but Le Tieo was the favourite of aU. ThiSy how- 
ever, did not last long. The old sergeant called out in 
a voice of thunder, ** Is this the way we have learned 
war ? Have we come here to indulge our feelings, 
and go into Ji ystorics ? What will it be wlien we are 
beiiicf mowed down by dozens? Right about face ! '* 
Conscious of their en-or, the brave fellows turned, 
and steeled theii* heai'ts for the rest of the (];iy. 

They continued their course along the river to- 
waids the mill-brid^^e, while the shal'pshooters of 
the enemy, running ]>Liiiillel with them on the other 
bide, kept up against them a well-directed fire, 
which the laos unfortunately could not return till 
they had reached their post, on account of their 
scarcity of ammunition. At last they took up their 
position on a rocky knoll which commanded the 
whole field of battle, forming the extreme right o£ 
the line. Between them and Oadoudal, on the ex- 
treme left, detachments *were drawn up en echelon 
at shoi-t intervals and in excellent positions; and 
the best marksmen were iiiterspei-^^cMl among the 
rocks and bushes all along the river. They had 
Home hopes, therefore, of avoiding a defeat, but 
very little of routing the eiiemj; for, besides their 
want of ammuuition, a third part^^of iheii* troops 
were absent. Gamber had slept at some leagiies 
distance, and had not ai'hved; yet his battalion 
were of all others the best suited for a conflict with 
troopb of the line. • tieciUon's yet more numerous 
division was also absent, besides the coastmen 
commanded by FranchevDle. Thus, with forces 
reduced one-third, and with very little ammuni- 
tion, they had to engage regular troops, who had 
all the advantages of cannon, cavahy, and car- 
tridges in abundance. 
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The firiiig across the river continHed for some 
time; when General Bousseau, who c^mimanded 
the Bhies in person, waB seen to reconnoitre the 
position in frout of the line in order to effeot a 
crossing. Tlie scholars imagined that be was se- 
Icctinir their post for the atfeinpt, and were nei^ving 
theinyrl^'f's to contest with tlieir livos every inch of 
the c^round, when suddenly the attack bui st upon 
Cadoudal and his coastnien Tlie impetuosity of 
the enemy was ho great, that for a moment tliey 
seemed to liave forced the biidj^e; but the instant 
al'tei*waids they were driven back. Then a fresh 
<:ompany of light infanti-y chai'ged the Chouans; 
but vdth less eittcL At each repulse of the enemy 
ihe boys cheered as only boys can cheer, and felt a 
thrill of delight as they saw General Bou88i>au x^vq" 
paring for an attack on their own poation. 

If the general thought that he could easily cross 
by the mill-biidge, atid ascend the hili as only de» 
fended by a troop of boys, lie was woefully mis- 
taken, and must liave lyeen astonished at tlie resist- 
ance he encoimterrd. All seemed over at the first 
shock ; but when the enemy had elimlipd liali'-way 
up the hill, the stru^^f^le beeame ujoie exciting. 
"Do as -I do, my lads,'" eried Mfirgadel ; and rnsh- 
iiifX t'ovwiud, he took aim at a Jilue who was in ad- 
vance of the others, and killed him. Nicholas, 
ih&r captain, not less brave, was about to do the 
same, when he was shot through the heart, and 
fell into the arms of his brother, who immediately 
afterwards was himself killed. By this time the 
scholars were proof against their feelings, and 
passed on witlioiit so much a^knitting their brows. 
The noise of the discharges, the smoke that blinded 
their eyes and impeded their breathing, the dizzi- 
ness of a confused mrle^\ and the strangeness of 
fighlinpi', — all conspired to throw' them into a state 
of excitement im2X)Ssible to describe. The com- 
batants £red upon each other from so short a dis- 
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tance as to burn their clothes?, and had at every 
instant to extinguish the smoking' wadding, lest 
the cartridges should explode in theii* boxes At 
last the cloud cleared awaVj and the Blues were 
seeu rushing headlong down the field, leaving be- 
liiad thexa' lAuair dead and wamided : the enthusi- 
astte btaver J of the LittU dMNuuiB had beaten off 
the heat iroom of the Mae. 

This double eheek appeared to diaeonoerl Gen- 
eral Bousseaa, and for half an hour there was a 
pause. It was a golden half-hour for the zojal- 
ists ; for if the Bihies: had maintained their attack 
at that point they must have ^:on the day, for the 
scholars had not two rounds apiece left, and the 
rest of the army were scarcely belter provided. 
How anxiouslv, th<^n, thev nil looked for some 

ft. 

cloud of dust which should betok&n t'le advance of 
Ganiber. But in vain : no cl^ud wis to be seen, 
although the battle had now last'jl four hours As- 
sistance, however, came from a (iuai*ter whence no 
one expeeted it On the border of the kmde ajH 
peared a group of women in white caps and aprons, 
advancing rapidly towards the army. All supposed 
that they were ccmiui«^ to share the dangers of the 
field, in performing works of mercy for the 
wounded. Bat thev broupfht neither food nor 
lint in their aprons, bat cartridges with bullets 
made out of pewter vessels. "Without this timely 
relief, the insur-jfents must have laid down their 
arms, instead of returning to the conilict with 
greater vi^j^our t'nn ever. 

Tlie enemy duriii'.,^ the respite had dra^xged their 
artillerv on to a hill on the other side of the valley, 
opposite that on wLiich the scholars were posted ; 
and had laid out their infantry en echelon parallel 
to the royalist lin<2, with the evident intenHon of 
ford ig a passage under cover of the battery. The 
' cannon wore pointed foil on the little dump of 
scholara^ wh% ivithout protection, seemed set up as 
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a tarfTet for practice. For n vnoment or two there 
TMi^ an ominous silence maiDtained, as hy mutual 
consent, in both annies ; then came the roar of the 
caimoB-baQs whistilii^ over their heads, and 
crashing among the locka. To offer the less mark, 
the lads laj down on their faces at a given signal^ 
and then, when the balls had passed, jumped xm and 
waved their hats and shouted ; while the Bines, 
f ui'ious at having to do with a troop of children, as 
they knew by their treble voices, took the more 
time to point their pieces, and so allowed the lads 
to fire at a few sharpshooters who were climbing 
the hill at their feet. 

The f^ainiiors had just found the range, and the 
sharpshooters were increasing in number, when 
suddenly the firing ceased, and a bustle in the 
enemy's camp announced that somethinof of im- 
portance had occurred in favour of the Chouans. 
In an instant Bohu, who had mounted to the roof 
of a shed, as a sailor dimbs a masi^ cried ont to 
his men, ''Gamberl Gamberl" and the cry, re- 
peated from one to another, was passed along the - 
ranks to Cadoudal. It was soon seen that the 
Blues were in full retreat, and were leaving the 
royalists masters of. the field. 

iBut Ganiber and hif? disciplined Chouans had no 
idea of arriving merely to see the enemy beat a re- 
treat He followed them instantly with his single 
battalion of oi'.lv four hundred men, and took his 
measures with so much precision and energy, that 
even ( ieneral Roiif sc could not withhold his ad- 
miration. The fusillade only lasted live minutes ; 
but it was more mui'deicus to the Blues than the 
whole of the preceding battle. The scholars would 
have joined in the pursuit ; but Margadel, fearing 
to see them cut to pieces hj the cavalW, who were 
still in good order, restrained their impetuosify. 
After a short time tlie cavalry began to give way 
under the fusillade ; and then the word of com- 
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inand was <jfivo!i, and the lads rushed down the 
hill pell-mell. But they were stopped by an ob- 
stxicle Wiiich thev could not viim. Some of the 
wounded had dra*j<?ed themselves out of the way 
close to the luill-biidofe bv which the b oA s were 
about to cx'oss the river iu pui'suit, and a few mi- 



worthy Chouans wliere plundering the unfortunate 
rneii^— some woanded, some dying, some dead. In- 
dignant at the sight of bmtality so unworthy of the 
holy cause in which they had tought» the generous 
young lads stopped short to drive off the robbers 
aud mount guard over their wounded foea It was 
an aifecting si^ht, to see children, almost sujBEo- 
oated with grief at the death 6i their companions, 
guardiiijx the very soldiers from insult who had 
daiii them An old fi^Tenadier, whose hairs had 
grown i^rey in battlo, lay weltering in a sea of his 
own bloody with his fists clenched in impotent 
rage, and ciusnig the savages who had rifled him 
of all he possessed ; amonjx whom he at first 
reckoned tiie schol .r whu wa^^ engaged iu defend- 
ing him. But when he observed his sweet and 
feminine coantenanue, the rugged soldier began to 
weep : and blubbering out some words^ certainly 
not of malediction, fumbled in his pockets for a 
watch or a pursd to give his deliverer. Those 
thieves have left me nothing," he said sadly ; " but 
here is a gourd," he added, smiling, — ** after five 
hour?' fi'jfhting you must be thirsty. Go, my 
child, drink to my health, and that wiU do you 
good and me too." The hero of this little scene 
was hiiuscilf doomed to swell the number of the 
victims of that campaign ; it was the young Cau- 
dal, the weakest and the youngest of all the 
scholars, but at the same tiine one of the ablest 
and tlie most lamented. 

In order to reap as soon as possible the fruits 
of their victory, the army received orders to mardi 
that same evemng for the debarcation as soon as they 
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had f alien necessary r^freKliment. The little town of 
Muzillac now rc-echoi d with shouts of joy, — njen, 
women, and chiUlrpii Hliaring ill tlie ^»-pnoral de- 
lijjfht. The schuLu^ alone were sad; and before 
they would consent to recruit their strength with 
food or rest^ they hastened to perform the last 
duties towards tiieir dead conrades. Tbeviool: 
the road to the cemetery of Bourg>Paul ; ana here, 
in a common grave, the bodies were ]aid» amid the 
soils and teai-s even of the villat^fers who attended 
the service. It was in tliese exhibitions of feeling 
alone that the scholars failed to profit by the les- 
sons of the old sorp^eant. Whether it was that the 
passive stoicism which he inculcated Avas above 
their years, or that they were animated by a higher 
courage, certainly they never rose, or they never 
descended, to Iuh level. When little Lerav sat 
duwn to cry in the battle from the pain of his 
wound, which of his cumi.ules thought the less of 
his courage ? Witliout exactly reasoning upon it, 
the lads felt that their bravery and the bravery of 
veteran soldiers were different in kind. 

Some days afterwards the Journal de f Empire 
published a report from General Bigair6 on the 
situation of the department comprised in the 
thirteenth division, rf which he had the command, 
which contained the following words: 

** The Chouans appeared disj^osed to lay down 
theii' arms; with the exception, however, of the 
pupils of the ColleLn^ of Vannes, who exhibit an 
obstinacy culpable indeed, but happily not very 
dxuigerous." 

The uofl^signcd coincidence of this eulogy with 
their brilliant exploit at Muzillac, which at once 
justified the praise and contradicted the qualifica- 
tion, had rU the effect of an apotheosis among 
their countrymen. Their name was uttered, n(S 
beam mouth to mouth, but by all months at once. 
Shey were prodasned the compagnie d^Ude, with 
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n]\ the pri-snlef^^ps attacbed to that desij]^nation, in- 
cluding a double ration; and all the {i^lorv of the 
day was conceded to them, though Ca<loudal'8 coast- 
men and Gamber's troop had at least an equal 
ciaim to it. From that day they became the 
Acknowledged heroes, and the darling favourites of 
the whole amj. To receive a flhuke of the hand 
from a scholar was an event to be talked about; 
the soldiers gave way to them on all ocGasions^ 
made room for th€:n in the crowded inn, appealed 
to them in all disputes; and more than once the 
m ^r? sijjfht of one of then* officers quelled a mutinj 
whi 'h the other chiefs could not subdue. 

Tfiese tokens of sy^patliy and admii*ation 
touched tlie hearts anJ perhaps turned the heads 
of the youu;^ s;-aolar8; but could not console them 
for the companions they hni lost, especially the 
brothel's Nic.iola^ and La Tiec. Poor Le Tied 
who could supply thy place? Thy fire and tliy 
voice were buried with thee, and only thy memory 
now lived in the hearts of thy old commdes. 
When they set off from Mozillac, instead ot the in* 
spiring strains which had hitherto been wont to 
beguile the road, they now mardied silently and 
with watery eyea Aiuo, their 'corpoml, yielded to 
their entreaties to chant forth one of their favourite 
marches; but when he attempted to sing, his voice 
failed in the first stanza. After a while he con- 
trolled hin emotion, and he continued to be their 
re.'Lifi mental mimician; hut he never had the gift of 
electrifying^ his lieavers as Le Tiec had used to do. 
He was only a mortal singer — ^Le Tiec was in- 
spired. 

AUio, when he had done singing and fighting, 
returned to his studies as if nothing had happened. 
After two or three years he became a prieat. But 
he was a Ohouan to his last breath. He Hved, poor 
fellow, a few months too long. He saw the £ttg he 
had fought against flying from hin own dmzoh* 
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tower; and the si;^'lit recalling the days of the 
Little Chouaimeiie, he had his musket britj^htened 
from the rust which had grown on it since 1815; 
and then, after gJizinpr upon it with aifection, lie 
had it hiid by hia side, and died like a Kni<^bt- 
Templar, holding his w eapon in one Land and his 
cracmx in the other. 

With a fflLwell discharge over the remaiDB of 
their comrade, the scholars followed the main body 
of the roj^t army to Folen, a town on the Vilaine, 
which they reached tiie next moniing. Here tbey 
foand that the fishing-boats of the parish of Bil- 
HerSf which had been put in I'eqnisition for that 
piuT^)ose, had brouofht up the river five thousand 
new muskets, w^ith the proper accoutrements, and a 
good supply of amniunition; these \\ ( re brought 
ashore in large chests like coffins, and then followed 
the aitniery, which, althonp'h it only consisted of 
two field-pieces and two iiowitzers, Aled the whole 
army with transports of joy, as if the bare posses- 
sion of them rendered their cause invincible. An 
old hniyrc, named Coissin, who was rei)orted to 
have served against the Tttrks as colonel of artil- 
lery, was appointed to organise the new service. 
Ui^appily he did not ocquit himself with any great 
ekOl. The Chouans, however, had full confidence 
in him, or rather in the guns, which they probably 
expected would work of th em selves; and they 
boldly made tbe dust of the high-roads fly und^r 
the cannon-wheels, instead of ec^ranibling over 
fields and stealing along lanes and bye-paths. 

The Blues, after their repulse nt Muzillac, shrnnk 
from an encounter with the foes who had beaten 
tlicni half-armed and were now fidly equipped. 
The Chouans, on the other liand, were eager to use 
theii* new weapons; and on the fourth or fifth day 
the two armies met and exchanged a few shota 
But General Bonsaeau dedined an engagement, 
and Be Sol would not suffer a pursuit ** It will 
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endanger the convoy," lie said. The convoy was td 
him a sort of paHadinm of far greater consequence 
than idctory. " We tahaJl eaaly beat them/' said 
his officm. '* Yes, but the convoy T said De Sol. 
"If we destroy this column, as we may now, they 
will never reoov< r the blow !" " Never mind; think 
of the convoy 1" The next day they were warned 
by the viUageni that the Blues would pass in an 
hour on their way to Plocnnel. De Sol was imme- 
diately apprised of the fact, and tiie whole army 
prepared for the attack. Several chiefs, ambitious 
of the first onset, had posted themselves in front, 
when orders came that they were to abandon iiieir 
positions, and leave the high-road free to the 
enemy. Gamber's Chouans cried treason, many 
threw down their arms in disgust, and the officers 
all went to expostulate with their infatuated general ; 
but two hours passed in useless recriminations and 
debate about the convoy before De Sol would give 
the order to advance; and by that time Eousseau 
was beyond the reacli of pursuit. Some time 
afterwards Be Sol had the mortification of hearinp^ 
Bousseau say that he had concluded the day lost, 
and that notliinnf but the order he hid received to 
eif ect a junction ^vith General Bigarre at any cost, 
had induced him to sul -jcci hia column to what he 
cojisidered certain deytruction. 

The next morning numerous vacmcieR were to 
be seen in the camp. In the old Chouannerie it 
was rai'e for the men to remain for a fortnight to- 
gether under colours; and although now, thanks 
to superior discipline, they had been retained for 
three weeks, it only required an act of folly in their 
general, like this, to send them away. However, 
enough remained to constitute a very formidable 
anny> and a second debarcation was expected from 
day to day, which they considered themselves 
strong enough to effect at any spot they might • 
chpose between Yannes and Lorieni They took 



CH. m. j TBB LITTLB CHOUA2i2<EBI& 807 

ireaohed bebind water ; but witb this differenge^ 
that they bad six instead of two bridges to defend; 
that of Tiecli'-Boose on the extreme left, defended 
by La Thiesss ; three more below him, behind 
whioh seyeral detachments lay in ambush ; Trech« 
Anray, the most threatened ; and St. Goustan on 
t'lQ extreme rif^ht towards Vfinnes. No one fiyh- 
psars to have thought of the plan of desti'oyinj^ 
the intermediate bridges ; but such a measure 
would have certainly simpUfied the defence, and 
possibly affected the result of the battle. 

A partial fusillade commenced m the afternoon 
between the sharpshooters on both sides ; but 
General Bigarre would not hazard an engagement 
while bifl troops were fatigued by their long march; 
and be picketed bis men in the doister of St 
Anhe'8» where the sanctit j of the place would pre- 
aenre them, as be knew» from ilie canpon of tbe 
enemy, and whsre they might procure five good 
hours of Feal;^ while be kept tbe Ohouans awake by 
false alarms. Gamber, who perceived BigaiTe's 
desio^n, urged on De Sol the advantage of frns- 
tratin it by a nis^ht attack upon the Blues, wIiHq 
yet fatioriied and unprepared ; but the Chouan 
general rejected the proposition as loo dangerous. 
Poor Gamber was that night found by the patrol 
weeping at his ijoat ; and on being a^J^ed what 
misfortune had occuiTed : "None as yet," he re- 
plied; ''but I weep beforehand for that wbidi 
must take place to-moxrow." 
/ At the first dawn Bigairo left bis entrenchments, 
preceded by a detachment of dragoons ; and avoid- 
ing the bridge at Trech -Amay, which would liivo 
been hotly defended, charged tbe troops at Trcch'- 
Bouse, carried the causeway by surprise, after a 
few shots, took possession of the little village of 
Brech, which was scarcely defended, and formed 
again on tlie Pluvigner road, by which he intended 
to ont3x Auray that day. The corps which bad 
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thus allowed itself to be surprised was the division 
of Bigrar, famous in the old wars under Guillemot, 
bat, accustomed as it was to rely on its dbie^ 
worthless under La Thiesse. By an Tinpardonable 
neglect, flip little cnmpagnir d'eWr, Avliich fomied the 
princi]);Ll force of that division, was left idle in the 
ni!ir]^ ' i-place of An ray, and received no orders till 
.tlui end of the battle. 

' Cadoiidal, hearing the firing, divined w!iat had 
taken pLu e, and drew up his men in a Ijuch^ which 
he had selected for the £eld of battle ou account 
-'of the ditdws by which ft was simounded on three 
aidee^ and behind whieh the Chouaais might fire as 
'behind entrenehmenta. The eyening before he had 
^aent a bat1»Iion towards Pluvigner, which he now 
cfdcnlated would bike the Blues in the rear. He 
'abo expected that Cbissin, with his cannon, would 
'be ready to open upon them on their debouching 
-in the Ifuide. 

Unhappily none of these calculations were veri- 
fied, and niisfoituuea thickened upon llio dc voted 
army. First, a large part of Seciilon'ts division, 
having never heou under file, pretended to take 
the order to retii'e from Trech -Auray into the lande 
for a 8i«]rnal of retreat, and lairlv turned round and 
ran away. Their nohle chief, ready to tear Lis hair 
•with indignation, went with the remainder ci his 
' men to atation himself by OadoudaS, who, and noi 
-De Sol, that day really diischaxged the fnnctidns of 
general, and who was himseU furiotta at a still 
• more serious misfortune. He saw no signs of the 
cannon on which he had gi ounded his last hopes of 
victory*. The Marquis de la Boissiere galloped oit 
to hasten the march of the artillerv, wlum he was 
met by Hohn, wh(>, in Ins mad jealousy of the 
noMcs, supposed the major-general to ho runoing 
av..Ly ; whpreu})on he seized L'uld of Lis horse's 
•rein, and swore that he shnild not ro a riep liu- 
thcr. Tlua dispute between Iho two chiefs thi*ew 
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the whole army into diaoirder, and the intractable 
Bofan had only just btfen made to undentand bis 
mistake irhen Mom appeared advancing 
romcUy to the attack. 

The batthf now commenced in good earnest. Bi- 
p^aiTe came , on steadily up to the middle of the 
lande, and was preparing to charge the Chonans 
before him with the bayonet, when Gramber opened 
upon them a raurderotis fire in flank, which Cadou- 
dal and Secillon seconded by another not less de- 
structive in front. 

Three idmultaueous discharges burst Hke tbimder 
upon the women in Auray, more than tiiree hun- 
dred of whom were assisting at the first Mass ; aud 
the priest had reached the elevation just as the 
' f osOlade began. At once sobs bioke foxth from all 
the nave : some old men who were kneeling by the 
screen of the choir rested fheir foreheads on the 
groand ; none knew whether they were praying 
'for the living or tbe dead. Overcome with emo> 
rtion, the priest well*nigh staggered on tbe altar- 
; steps, and his hands tremUed as he raised the 
chalice ; not only out of sympathy ^vith the afllicted 
" faithful, l>ut at the thought of the bleeding sarn- 
fice which earh lieart was offieiing to God in union 
with tlie Adonibie Victim. 

The Blues fell back in dismay at this double fire; 
and if the detachment from Piuvijrner had then ar- 
rived, and the cannon had bet n at hand to support 
, Gamber, Cadoudal, and Secillon, the action might 
;have terminated in tiii^ &vour ; but neither were 
'to be seen, and Bifiaiie, recovering from the ibhst 
sliod^ perceived that> contrary to liis expectation, 
-'he had the advantage in numbexs. He sent foi- 
, ward a doad of sharpshooters on either side, which 
the Chouans could nob face without exposing them** 
'^Ives to the fire of the main body. To tliis raanoou- 
■'vre was added a vi-^orous chnrgc of cavalry on iho 
^fonrth side of the lantie, which was undefended by 



310 



THE UTXJLE caouANiiimnz. 



a ditcb. The Chouans know not which way to 
turn, or rather they tamed their faces all one way» 
and fled in conrasion, some hundreds of tbem 

being struck dowm as they were runninpf ; and the 
cpiitral rohimn of the enemy began to march in 
good order upon Auray. 

It is possible tbfit, if the cannon had come up, 
the brave Chouans who yet stood tlieir j^ouiid 
mi^ht have rallied their Bt attered forces. But the 
ai"tillery njaiioeuvred that day as ii iL had been 
senred by Chinese cannoniers. At a great distance 
there wae heard at last the report of one cannon ; 
but GaisBon was contented with that heroic achieye- 
ment Having been strictly enjoined not to expose 
his pieoeSy he judged that he should best fulfil that 
injunction by not using them at all, and he and his 
men hid them in a field of wheat .as far removed as 
possible from the scene of action ; and with a 
loresight worthy of tbcir proceedinrs, left the 
horses liamessed to the carnages, by which the 
Blues the next nioming not only discovered the 
cannon, but dra;:ged tlicni off to form the chief 
omamcut of theii* triumphal entry in Yani:cs 

Although General Bigarre liatl thus twice con- 
queredy Chouan obstinacy was not yet subdued, 
and the action was far from being over. Tlie re- 
serve under Margadel had not been engaged ; tho 
blood of the scholars was again to flow, tiiough to 
less purpose than at Muzillae. 

They had spent a joyous night on the ffrande 
place, dancing and singing, in blissful ignorance of 
the absurd measures taken by their chiefs, and 
rose in the morning secure of victory'. But that 
illusion was of short duratioji ; the fusillade which 
t!iey heard approaching could indi ' ate no success 
to the Chouans, and before lon,^ the i!iultitudo of 
runaways who passed through tlie town confirmed 
their fears. At the hcipfht of the panic a BtatT- 
olhcer galloped up with the order, " The Bckolai'S 
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to the Field of Martyi-s ! " It was an ominous 
word for excited injaf:finatinTis. There had been 
buried tiie victims of Quil>eron, and the name 
could never be breathed but the tears would start 
ftom every scholar's eye. M. Margadel, who had 
been half -distracted at the foil}' with whieb the 
battle had been thrown awa^, at this order forgot 
every emotion but one of pity for the young vic- 
tims devoted to slaughter ; and dreading lest the 
impetuosity of the old sergeant should draw his 
pupfls on too far, cried out, " My boys, I will be 
your chief tins day ; promise me you will keep by ^ 
my side, and obey no commands but mmc." With 
one united voice tlie promise was given, and then 
all marched to tbe Field of Martvi'S. 

The reserve, at the head of whicli were the com- 
pany uf sclioliirs, had scarcely occupied the edge of 
a wood skirting the liigh road when the Blues a^ 
peared at half a musket-shot distance. But as it 
was less intended to dispute the victory tlum to sell 
it as dearly as possible, they waited tul the enemy 
were within piml-shot, ana then fired on tihe head 
of the column The whole of the first rank fell, and 
the rest stopped short. General Bigarre received 
a wound which was lon^ considered mortal, and his 
aide-de-camp fell by his side. But in a few min- 
utes Rome sliai*]?shooter3 appeared on the left; and 
then the boys were exposed to a double fire, which 
would have terribly thinned their ranks if it had 
been better directed. As it was, the balls only cut 
the trees in pieces over their heads, nearly 1 >linding 
them with falling leaves. Pi'esently the shotn began 
to tell, and then it was that Margadel assumed the 
authority of a father, and gave the signal for re- 
treat. Several who x^ef used to obey it continued 
fighting to the last, and died gloriously. 

Beireating, they found a second reserve drawn 
up in the cemetecy at the entrance to Auray, con- 
nating of a few bnm men who had been huiried 
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iloug in the general flight, and stopped idiort to ex- 
pend their last cartridge. The Bluee contmued to 
adTaace steadily, and even majestusaUy, under a flre 
from right and left At the firat round, their sharp- 
shooters scaled the wall of the cemetery; which, 
however, the lads held long enough to malrc it 
doublv a field of deaili. At the entrv of the town 
a last eifort, aud the mo^ gallant of all, was made 
by a gentleman of Auray. M. de Moeslien, putting 
himself at the head of a brave knot of Chouiina, like 
liiiustilf animated with the ix>ui'age of despair, bar-, 
red the way against the enemy's column. Thrice 
*lie was ran ikSoa§^ hy the bajonete of the grena*: 
dieri^ thrice lie laiaed bis Dleeding body to fight 
again; till, piereed trath many wonado, be fell for 
dead on the pavement. He 8ui*viTed, however^ and 
owed his life to the heroic devotion of Ins dangbter.- 

The scholar^ dziven from the cemetery, sepa-. 
rated into two parties ; some retired to the sub- 
urb of St. Goustan, others took the road to Loc- 
Maria-ker. As these last wore flvin^r by the foot^ 
path t-o tlie lock, they were met by a wuman of 
Spartan Bpint : seizin the arm of the firet who came 
up, she coiii])elled him to turn back with his com- 
rades, just at the moment when the imperial troops 
were about to occupy an importimt jxjsitiun coru- 
manding the suburb of St. Gkmstan, where the other 
wdbxHuB, and mmj Chooans, stood firm for three; 
hours longer. 

A bridge leada to the siibuil>; and the Blnei^ 
thinbipg the battle wob, were about to crosB tbis 
bridge, wb^ tbey were aatonished attnding^them- 
aeires met by a -nfsomm neistaiioa Jn Yam tb^. 
occupied ihjQ surrouBding emiBencee^ and pouiecL 
in their fire; the besieged were better mar£siseii»' 
and rephed with advantage. The scholars indemni- 
fied themseh es during the last act of the bloody 
drama for then inaction duiing the two fiiBt, and 
qapftdftljy Berta^ tb9 aergmuL His retreat from. 
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the Field of Martyrs had been like that of a wild 
boar pursued by the huuters; and not satisfied with 
hiB murderous firing, he must now needs add insult 
to injury. Twice he stepped forward on to the 
Inidge, under a shower of balls ; and atrildng his 
hand upon his broad ehest^ offered himself as a mark 
to the first soldier who could shoot straight. In. vain 
Margadel,<in a voice heard above the roar of the 
battle, commanded him to return to his post, — ^the 
intoxication of the fight rendered him deaf to al} 
authority. 

All at once the officer at the head of the enemy's 
sharpshooters called to them to desist (ram firings 
and shouted out the sergeant's name, "Bertaud!" 
He had recojo^nised in the old Breton a comrade of 
the 150th, who had fought by his side at Lutzen, 
Baabzen, and Leipsic. Tiie lion knew the voice of 
his old general, and the two, dropping their weapons 
«ipon the pavement, ran f orirard and embraced eaoh 
other in tne face of their astonished soldiers. 

There was, howerer, bat a brief pause, and tlie 
fusillade commenced again. Bat after three hoars* 
fi.ghting tlie Ohouans were compelled to evacuaA0 
the suburb, to avoid being taken between two fire% 
as the approach of a column of fresh troops from 
Vannes, wifh arfillf^rv, was announr»ed HappHy it 
stopped haif-way ; and as the victorious column was 
too feeble to pursue them, they effected their re- 
treat on Plumergal as tranquilljr as if they had 
gained the day. 

But it was a inelauclioly tranquillity. Some bat- 
talions numbered scarcely enough to form a small 
company. The band of scbdars had not suffered 
least; besides those who had been seen to fall on 
the Field of Martyrs, they had to bewail many brave 
lads who did not answer to their names, and whom 
nothing but a severe wound or imprisonment could 
have parted from their comrades. Inquiries were 
made after two efijwciallyj the tall Dagom and the 
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litHe Lobe, the latter yet limping from ft wound 
reoeived ail Bedon. They were last seen fightioff 
defiperateh' at the entrance to the tovrn ; but a vedc 
passed before tidings were received of them. They 
had endeayomed to make their escape aeross the 
bay in a fishing-boai Being pursued by a revenue 
cutter, they pointed their bayonets at their unlucky 
boatman, and compelled bim to run before the 
wind. The cnttor gained upon them, and fired ; 
still, they would have been sunk soo^k i than give 
in but for the fisherman, who imploK d them to sur- 
render for the sake of his wife and children, who 
were weeping upon their knees on shore. The lads 
accordingly made a signal of surrender. *' Give up 
your arms," ciied the officer imperiously. Come 
and take fhem^'' replied Lohe; aud they threw them 
into the sea. .The lads were taken to the Petit 
CouYent at Yannes, where Lamenach had been con- 
fined. As they were passing throng the streets a 
fidere observed the tall figure ol Dagom, and said^ 
*' Well, there's a fellow worth powder and shot." 
" And why is the other worth less ? " cried the lit- 
tle Lohe, indignantly. They heard sundry' sinister 
Bi^eeches of this kind; but they kept their erurage 
up, and at least their enemies hod not the satis^ao- 
' Hon oi oiijg them cowed. 

The pribi^ners at Auray were set at liberty by 
General Rousseau, who was jUways distinguished 
by the generosity of his conduct At tlie dinner of 
the officers, which took place after the battle, not 
an insnlting word was nttered agaxnst the iranqnish- 
ed; on the contraxy, every one espoke with admira- 
tion of the resistance they had met with at several 

Saints, as in the lande and the Field of Martyrs, 
ne adjutaTit-inajor said he would have given his 
epanlettea for his foes in soeh a victory not to have 
been his fellow-citizens. General Big^irre bimse]f» 
who was wounded, it was feared mortally, gave 
orders to the troopa to respect the persons and 
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propartv of the royalist party in the towB. Bat for 
ail that he could say and Botuaaeau cotdd do, neither 
appeals to honour, nor thTeafas» nor even blows could 
restraia the evil passions of a set of men better able 
to tarnish a victory than to gain one. Of these the 
eustom-officers were the worst; they pillaged every 
house they could enter; and in the suburb of St 
Goujfcan old men and even women were mercilessly 
slaughtered, wbn?;3 only crime was that of being 
fouud ill a house £rom which theOhouans had fired 
upon the Blues. 

The Blues evacuated the town the next momin<»', * 
leaving the wounded on botii siden iudiscriminately 
mixed togetUei' iu tlie hospitals. They carried away 
their geueral on a hurdle of oak-branches. Then* 
it was that the cannon of the Ohooans were dis- 
covered,— a eaptore which impressed the victors 
with the conviction that their foes had been utterly 
annihilated, as it was impo^ble to conceive an army 
who had any hope left^ abandoning its artillery. 
Yet in forty-eignt hours the Chouans appeared 
again in full force, with an heroic reaction of which 
the old Ghouannerie supplies many examples. From 
cottage to hall the whole population tuniod ont; 
and many gentlemen who had hitherto remained 
neutral, joined now at the eleventh hour. 

General de Sol shai^d in the universal excitement; 
and after the <lir?a.gtrous day at Auray, appeared to 
have recovered all his former spirit. His lethargy 
and inertness were exchanged for vigour and im« 
petnosiiy. He pressed on the new debarcations 
which had been promised by Admiral Hotham, and 
which were afterwards saocessfully effected on three 
different srpots. The veiy morrow of the defeat at 
Auray, he sent off Guillemot to Finistere, to .pos- 
sess himself, ius he could not fail to do in four or 
five days, of Guemene, Gourin, and Cachaix. And 
when HonsBefiu resnmed the field, not with any se- 
xious intention oi taking the offensive, but to sup- 
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|Kxrt the negotiatious which Geueral Lamarqae had' 
opened with De Sol through Bigarre, the rojalislk 
.|[eiieral replied to a summons to lay down his arma 

in terms as nol:)ie as tbev were laconic: they were 
as follows: "I shall follow tbf line of t-oiKlnct which 
the kiT^L,^ your master and mine, has prescnl>ed. I 
W!uu yuu only tliut you will have to answer 
be tore him for all the blood that is blied from this 
da\ forward." The news of the battle of Waterloo 
had reached Brittany when this reply was given. 

This responsibihty did not seem to weigh much 
with Bigarre, for he instantly prepaxed for » con- 
iinoanoe of hoBtilitieB; and on the 6lh July a girV 
barefoot and disheyelled^ ran from Fleeoop to anr 
enounce the advance of a ocilvnin of the enemy.- 
Never sinoe the campaign commenced had news 
lieen received with equal joy. The pirospect of re- 
Tenging.the blood of their comrades at Auray ani- 
mated every heart. The legion, at the head of 
which were the scholars, began the march, or rather 
the race; for they riislied on, lest Ganiber should 
beat the foe before tiiey could arrive. But the lads 
outstripped the whole eirniy, and ^fathered the firstrs' 
fruits oi the fusillade. In the smoke and confusion^ 
the rest of the Chouans shot at random, and their 
balls went closer to the compagn ie d'Uite, who were 
engaged m front, than to the Blues. But although 
the Blue9 suffered little from the Hxe^ they suAered 
gieatly iroa^ the repoiifl^ which, reveibenfting from 
Ik wooid of wiUoww Bear, ^txuA temK into their 
graven hearts. They were drawn up clumsily upon 
ffc hnde. NofT then for a movement ^v]lich the flfjud- 
ars had long and anxiously longed for an onporta* 
nity of practising, tiiat is to say, a charge of bayo- 
nets. "V^ itli their pieces levelled, and all ready for 
the word of command, they were waiting to msh 
upon the foe, when a derisive Bboiit Bet up by the 
soldiers of Gamber at an unhappy Ohouan gentle- 
man Iro/u Gand, m^Q, soon as the balls began ta 
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whistle in his ears, lay do^vn on his stomacli for 
safety, rent the air; and the Blues, not understand- 
iu<^ the cry, and anticipating a j^eneral charge of 
the whole line, turned round and t^campered away;^ 
kad a laughaK^ rout it was, A-waj they went, turn-* 
bling ana roAisg about^ caistiiig amy musket^^ 
cftia£(M3, and cartridge -bosiw, wbtijbsvet ooold liindfir 
thdr ffight, raising thdr arms to hearen, and falling, 
from flheer terxor. Tbe nimblest rushed towards 
the aea» and took refuge among the isles of Morbi- 
ban. Some gained the Isle of Monks, where tbey 
thought themselves so little in safety, that they con- 
fessed instant!}' to the cure of the parish, as if their 
last hour had arnved. Great was the joy of the 
Chouans at their victorj^; but they were intensely^' 
disgusted at finding their foes so unworthy of their 
arms. The mass of the cowards took the road to 
yanues, whither tiie temptation was very gi'eat of fol- 
lowing them, but happily it was pot irresistible. To' 
bave flbed blood in tfa[e eaptore of a plaee irbich. 
would eertamly be theimi in a few days witboai any 
such opet^ woiud bftre been a wanton aetol baxbar-* 
ity. A few scholars only indulged in two or three 
^ots, for the sake of tefri^ng tbeir old enemiefl^- 
and allw thai hiHnikflB inmleol^^ 
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CHAPTER IV. 

Fmcffication—Trinmpbant entty into Yannos— The Cross of Ibe 
Legion of Hottotir awarded to tbe most worthy. 




ROM the date of the Tictoxr at Plescop, the 
BI1168 abandoned the field, and left the 

whole country in the hands of the insur- 
gents, 'with the exception of a few fortified 
towns, Bach aa Vannea Becruits poured into the 
Chouan eamp, which was stationed at Muzillac, and 

the deliarcations effected hy Admiral Hotbam 
proved insufficient for the numbers. General Rous- 
seau then endeaToured to make terms with De Sol; 
but the demands, as coming from a conquered paiiy, 
were too extravagant to bo entertained for a mo- 
ment. He threatened .'iccordiii^ly to join the army 
of the Loire, and organise a freali campaign. 

Meanwhile the demon of discord had fiun^ a 
brand into the Chouan camp, which ihzeatenea to 
give tiie civil war a very unexpected tuin. 

It was reported, that among the aims knded by 
Admiral Hotham were some of a much lighter con- 
struction ill; in tlie rest; and the boyS, who were the 
darlings of all the old Chonans, were recommended 
to apply for these, because their shoulders were 
ranch gfillofl by the heavy English muskets they 
had carried so long. They made the demand, witn 
little expectation of being refused. But they were 
told rather drjdy that those Ci'irbiiicR had another 
destination, and that the English fleet had not been 
chartered to gratify the caprice of children. At 
these words the youngest of the petitioners pulled 
off his shirt, and showed his raw and bleeding 
shouldsr. This argument, which they had reserved 
to the last as irresistible, had as litOe effect as their 
words; the officers only laughed, and they went away 
in a rage. 
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For some dajB they had known that anolhar 
c€fm^pagnie d'Uite, consisting chiefly of obscure 
coontrf gentlemeD, who had only then joined the 
army, was in course of formation. To these were 

intrnsted the weapoD^ in rlis<putc. With what 
bitterness did the poor scliolars, who had sacriflced 
theii' all for the cause, and shed their blood on 
four fields in its defence, witness the promotion of 
Wu now troop — doubly their rivals, in name and 
wj L[)on ; although they had shared no dangers and 
won no laurels to entitle them to the distinction ! 

The next day, about noon, a courier arriTed to 
aimounoe that Gene(ral Booaseau was on his road, 
deliMnnuied to beat the Chouans or die in the at- 
tempt By way of salve to their injured Yanity, 
the scholars were allotted the post of honour as of 
danger at the head of the Une. " And why does 
not the other compagnie d' elite march with us?" 
tliey ask3d ; " we slioiild like to see tliosa fine gen- 
iileinen handle tho weapons they have stolen fiom 
us." **Do TOur (luty, and thev will do theirs/' said 
the aide-de-camp emphatic illy ; "their post is in- 
side the town, about the per=?oii of the j^^eneral; and 
they have promised to make a rampart round him 
With their bodies." • 

This gave the finishing stroke to the sedition. 
Some of the boys cried^ We refuse to march 
others stormed against the staff, the genml, and 
bis compagnie d'U fe. The tumult extended to the 
eoastmen of Cadoudal and the peasants of^Gamber, 
who, not less indignant^ joined their clamours with 
those of the boys, and confirmed them in their 
muGnous determination. At last De Sol sent 
ISIarpfadel to exert his influence over the scholai'S, 
and they consented to fight as they were ordered ; 
but they determined, — and in this determination 
they were confirmed by theii' hardy allies, - that if 
the other compagnie d'HUe did not fight with the 
BlueS) they would compel them to fight. Happily 
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for itt th* battle ftmr took pUMMk GcMnlBous- 
ieatt was too hutttse and too able a man to at* 
t«mpt a stroke as useless aft it would have been 
bloody ; his only desigD, in tins false alarm, Lad 
horn to wring from the Chouans the dishonour- 
abh' forms upon which he bad insisted. But Gen- 
eral i>e iSol adhered to his original resoUition, and 
was careful to sliow that he was not to be fright- 
ened into submission. Whenever a parlianjentaiy 
enemy paid a visit to the camp, he displayed be- 
fore his astonished eyes the resowces of {he Chon- 
ML anDj— tfadr «x .Md-pi«oe% mm WBtwed by 
H«iioT«riaii cMiimtiM^tMir two boiritM(% ftna 
their two twMil^low iMmad€i9^^-4hdr irdl^oined 
troo|Mi and tuilittty organisation. 

At kMt pMMM wi* MullBded on somewhat regn- 
;]«r tmuk It was arranged that the Chouans 
dboald cccopy the soburbe ol YanaeB;* and that 
the Blues should remain masters of the iown, 
where the tricolor flag shoidd continne to float ns 
heretoli)re. The good feehng which now existed 
between the two armies, the reciprocal estefm and 
desire to know more ot each (itber, were the best 
punraiitoes for the preservation of peace. AboTe 
all, tills chivalrous spirit was exhibited by the 
scholars, who looked forward with intense eager- 
new to the day when they should enter ttto waUe 
in triemph from wtkh^ a montlia before^ they 
had ied aa from ft iNtie^ 

One omatteirtwae waDttlngforthdr Inn triumph 
— the white satin flag whioli had igtured in the 
* Ictes of the preeeding year^ and on which the de- 
vice oon Aim Tta kikg had been wrought in gold 
letters Some little scholars, who came to see them 
at the town of Theix, when thev made their final 
halt before the ^naml entrj^ informed tliem Ihfitthe 
bid principd had erased these words. A loud cry 
of iiidi<]fnation burst from lliem at an cffcnce 
aguinBt Lolk di\ine and human majesty. Some of 
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tlie scholars proposed to seize the principal by 
night, and take him with his hands bound and a 
rope round his neck to do penance before tha 

Calvary. Others, — and their counsel preyailed,— 
proposed to summon him, under p liu of corporal 
chastisement, to deliver the flag, repaiied, within 
four-and-twenty hours. Younof Rio, who liad re- 
turned tho spirited reply to the principal when 
asked to siinender his cros3, was commissioned to 
dra\v up a sommons in terms sufficiently peremp- 
tory to act both as a warning and as a rejpirool 
The letter suceeeded ; the flag arrired within tlw 
'iq>ecifled ttme. 

Throa<]fhoat the whole affair, Bb, aLihoiigh the 
youngest of the offioera^ had been the most distin- 
i^hed, as well for his deremass in managiug the 
insurrection as his personal gallantry in battle. 
.The next morning he was appointed to command 
the van on the entry into Vamies But knowing it 
to hp. a mere ceremony of no military iinportaiK-e, 
he abandoned the post of honour in his eageriietss 
•to see his mother, who lived in the city. As soon 
as the officer had oone his rounds, he galloped off, 
assured taat the Blue^ would nut refuse to let him 
pass. To the Qui vice of tha sentinel he answered, 

0 filter des Eo Iters;" and the words acted as a 
talisman on the lieutenant and soldiers who were 
stationed at the outposts. They belonged to the 
75th of the Une, and it was from their ranks that 
the bills liad spad whicli laid low so many of his 
iM>mrade9 at Muzillac. The lieutenant, moved by 
the recollection of that day, the glory of which he • 
attribute 1 chieiiv to the scholars, was vet more af- 
fe(;t:Ml when he heard that the young hero was 
boaiid on a pilgrimage of filial affection. "I, too, 
have a motiier," he said, grasping his hand ; ' and 
I envy you your happiness in embracing yours." ' 

On entering the suburb Rio met with a recep- 
tion not less gracioub , idthough ihu unpi udcnt 

Y . 
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Bcholar had attached to his arm the badge of his 
degree, tiz. a ecarf of wbit^ silk fringed with gold. 
On his return from his mother's house at daybreak 

thioug-h the descHcd hi reels, ho saw an old ntan, 
prile and p(>!)sive, ^vandering alone like a ghost 
tiiat had outstji} ed the da\ST3. It was the old prin- 
cipal, to whom he had jiist written tl at insulting 
Bummons. C)v( room e with shame, he woidd have 
passed l>v ; but the fjenerousold man clasped him 
in a warm embrace, only saying, " My deal* friend, 
I recognised the hand well enough, but not the 
heart" S^peechless with remorse, tne lad aBswered 
not a word at the time ; bat he afterwards pub- 
licly made titonement for his fault. 

When the day was fixed for the gi-and entiy into 
Vannes, the question arose as to which coip F. sliould 
have the privilege of marching at the head of all 
the rest The old Chouans settled it from the fiist 
in favour of the scholars; but the avithoriiics would 
gladly Imve taken revenge i.pcn thtni f(,r their re- 
cent mutinous behaviour, b^' confeiTiiig the honour 
upon the other compagme d*llile. At the fii-st in- 
timation of their desigi', the men of C amber and 
Cadoudal expressed thfii- indipi.aliun; and the 
battalion of Lainer declai'ed that iLcy would not 
swallow the dust of those fine gentlemen ; and if 
they attempted to go first, (liey wculd fire upon 
them. Upon ihis the scholars' cudm was admitted; 
and it was settled* that, besides, the privilege of 
marching in front, they should bear sprigs of ( ak 
in their musl^ < I s The honour of bearing theii* flag 
Was awarded to Lo Quellec. 

- It requires no diviner's rod to conjure up the 

joyful faces and motley appearance of the scl olni g 

on this their golden day. We nee thenj even now 
as they pron ,ly ujarrh, their eyes {distening wiih 
deh ^lit and le.ii s, their shoes and «.^-armeiits tattered 
and torn ; we see tlie wouien stubbing as they pass, 
their mothers and sisters swelling with pride, the 
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litfle bojB eheexing, ftnd even tiieir old foea^ not s 
few of whom m turned to Mendfl^ nnaUe to le- 
foM the tribute of their admlndion. Not the least 

pent of their glory is the contrast between them 
and the rival company, whose ^egant clothes are 
innoeenlt of brambles-^who have Imown no nightly 
bivouac, who bear arms that have never been dis- 
charp^ed, and cartridge-boxes thait hftve neirer been 
emptied. 

The next morniri']^ the scholars repaired to the 
church of St Patern, to niug a Te Deum in thanks- 
giving for the success granted to their anus, and 
all the population of the suburb accompanied them. 
The marks of kindness which were lavished upon 
them rendered their interoourse easy with all, even 
with those against whom they had just cause for 
resentment^ as the persecutors of Lamenseh. Gen- 
eral Rousseau wab so popular among them, that 
they offered to mount guard at his quarters; sol- 
diers aod scholars fraternised with each other, and 
those became intimate friends and associates who 
had known each otlier only as mortal and implaca- 
ble fof>f? at Mnzillac or Anray. 

When the capitulatiou liad been completed, and 
the gates of the town were thrown open to the roy- 
alist anny, these manifestations of friendship were 
redoubled. Before taking possession all assinted at 
a solemn Mass, which w i^a celebrated hj the Bisliop 
on a spacious public parade, in order that the t\vo 
armies^ united at the foot of the same altar, mi^ht 
exfaiint to the inhabitants the example of reeoneina* 
tion. Most striking was the scene at the moment 
of the elevation— on one side the Blues, drawn up 
in line with one knee on the ground, on the other 
the ^easanta^ some prostrate in adoration, some re- 
citing the rosaryt ^ P^^yii^g ^ith the utmost fer< 
vour. At the same instant the drums beat, and the 
cannon thundered forth. It was the culminatinpj 
point of that sc^emn ceremony; the next moment 
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the ttoofB of tbe )m hmkIiuM the cokmre agaiuMft 
which iMU h^d heoGi sid klbely fighting. Wvom that 
4»y fovwiUK4 &eiQ w«ihllt one army under oixe Smb 
jj^ Briiiany, tli4 Cbmi^ns with theiir chiefs aoiea 
HQdev the ordew cl General Eovaam. 

Two months ekpaed between the capitulation of 
Yannea and the disbanding of the Choiians; but at 
the end of August tlie da^eeaof tbe college opened 
agiiiu Srfircelv a scholar was missing except tbe 
glorioua dead; ali had returned to finisli their stiid- 
ica But of the pi-ofeasors there was more than one 
vacant plat'B. Xhobe who were mo^i gravely com- 
proukiiied by their imperiahfit predilections had . 
ifiaely resiigQed their appointHients. Tet many ol 
thoa^ wha letaitted thw ehaixs stood in need ol 
ooaBtfadwiJbji» iadiillgeiieo frou tteir TaloroaB pvpiS^ 
-«-tho pooor pj^iioipel himaelf Bot least of aQ ; and 
theiVk it weA teaA Ilu), who ha4 written the insulting 
Bmitfnons, raptured hia fault by leconciling the mao- 
tjor and the scholam 

The college found itself possessed of a fame it 
had never enjoyed before. It became the chief lion 
of the department : e^ f ry peat personage paid it 
a public "visit, and no slrrmger would leave the 
neighbourhood, without i^rbt seeing the now cele- 
brated spot. 

Tlie annivei'saiies of the Little Chooannerie be- 
came moat important days in the calendar of the 
ooUege. The^taildBg of HSoa oath, eai^ comrade who 
had &UeB, eyexy bMle that had been fought was 
eommemofated in tnm. But the victosy at St. 
Amff'B wae the great feast of all. On the first re- 
turn of this; dey* the whole school set oif at sunriso 
i^ grand procession, bearing their famous flag. The 
ChevaUer d^ Margadel accon^panied the boys as ft 
simple pilgrim. The command devolved on young 
^o, in the abseaee of his elder comrades, BniTivel 
and Le Quellec. Tliey arrived at JSt. Anne's aniidst 
^ i^Ulging of the cl^urch-beUs ao^ the greetings 
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and eheers of an. immense riuiltitude. After Higih 



heotd at ha'f-a-leagae'iB distance. The crowd wm 
BO great, £hat mne-tentfas of tiie Ironhippem kneli 
Ottteide on the gram of tiM cfaiiv^'-yua. Aller- 
Wards tiiere was a feast, given by the Jesuit Fsh 
thers^ who had lately been ostabli^ed at Bi. Anne%; 
and then the little hcrdell returned to Yannea, ex- 
hausted less with fatigue tiian with the fervour of 
their emotions. 

The story of the Little Choiifinnerie was made 
known to Louis XVIII. A detailed account, diawn 
Up by a well-wisher of the collog-e, was forwarded 
to his majesty, and drew tears from the royal fam- 
ily on its recital. Laine, minister of the interior, 
* caused it to be intimated to the boys that their ser- 
vices should be worthily rewarded. However, a 
long time elapsed before this pledge was redeemed. 
At length the royal decree appeared in the MoTviieut, 
Its rewards were magnificent beyond the mod- 
est pretensions of the scholars. The devotion of 
the poor fellows who had been killed or wounded 
was recompensed by pensions to their families or 
themselves. Several exhibitiotis were founded in 
perpetuity in the collef^e wliich the youngj warriors 
had rendered for over illustrious; and finally, three 
officers, of whom liio was the onlv one still a student 
of the College of Vauues, were natned Chevahers Of 
the Len^ion of Honour. For him was reserved the 
highest distinction on the solemn occasion when the 
crosses were coni'eired, 

Duiing the brief and glorious campaign in wbidi 
he had played so dxstinguiahed a pait, Bao had had 
for his tiomrade one a Utile older than himself, who 
doubled his own watchings, fatigues, andpritationa, 
that he might lighten me burden for his friend; 
and in the evening, after the longest marches, made 
him pray before falling asleep that death might 
never oome upon him unawares. When the ana- 
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pudoas day amved whicli was to witne^ the dec- 
oration of the young hfizoefl^ Rio and Ids faithful 
Iriend knelt together to receive the cross of honour. 

Here we may pause a Dim^i€^iit to relate on inci- 
dent which occurred long after the eventa just re- 
latetL More tluiu five-and-twenty yeai*s had gone 
by, when a priest and an eminent artist met in the 
saloons of Versailles. The former chanced to speak 
111 temlerest terms of Lib o^vn dear Brittany ; on 
which the other retuaiked, that he also loved that 
eountry, aUihoiigli at th« IoMb of Auray, in ISIB, 
he had nearly losi bislife there. With somethuu^ 
of hemteiiony the ecdesiastic asked tinder whi^ 
flag he was fighting ; to which the ai-tist replied, 
that he was one of the young fidires of Bexmefi^ 
who had taken the £eld for the express purpose of . 
acting against the Bchoiars of Yannes. The priest's 
attention w^as excited, and he listened eagerly as his 
companion went on to relate liow, at the attack on 
AuT'ay, they Iiad obtained from General Bigarre the 
favour of marching in the van in order that they 
might try their stiength with the royalist students. 
" A few paces before me/* he continued, " I saw tlie " 
captain of tlie schohu's — I think I see him still, in 
bis black habit, musket in hand, with a white nband 
on his left arm. In the excitement of the moment^ 
I led on my men to the charge; and when dose 
upon him, I fired at m^ adyersary, who at the same 
instant levelled his piece at me, and I fell to the 
ground pierced thi-ough by his bull." 

It may be imagined with what feelings the good 
Abbo Bainvel, for he it was, Hstened to this recital 
of an incident in his life which he had never for- 
gotten. He thought he had killed his opponent, 
and had never ceased to reim mber him in his 
. prayers, and, since he had 1 ( ( ( >iiie a priest, to say 
Mass for the repose of the soul of his unknown 
victim on the 21st of June. Who can describe the 
joy be experienced when he discovered that all the 
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De Fro/undis he had said had raisBed of their ob- 
ject i Knowing the generous character of the man 

with whom he was conversing, he told him at once 
who had been his antagonist on that memorable 
occasion. The two gazed for a moment in each 
other 8 faces, then, as the tears sprang into their 
eyes, — teal's which were shared by the bystanders 
who had heard the touching narrative, — ^the once 
mortal foes cordially embraced. 

But to return to the closing scene of our narra- 
tim The aitor was reared on the moimifal fie^ 
hjthe banks of fhe Gazoime haUowed by the glori* 
<ni8 deaths of the brave. Meet it was that the joy- 
ful ceremony should be ushered in by a requiem for 
the dead. The authoiities, dvil and militaiKjy as- 
sisted in ^ull costume. The ganiaon was there 
with its music. The inhabitants of the town and 
suburbs, and a crowd of Chouans from all the 
neighbouring cantons, tlocked to take pai-t in the 
service. But not as to a funeral ceremony, or in 
mournful pfiiise, — all came in f^^ala dresB, with tlieir 
' thoughts more on the livin«^^ than the dead ; for it 
was known that the honours of the day were de- 
signed for the scholars of the college, and for their 
sakes the beauties of Brittany appeared in their 
gayesfc attdre. 

A requiem Masa^ and a ehivaboas cefemony, in 
which fair dames took part as in the middle ages, 
appeai'ed to no one an incon^pmoos union. As Boon 
as the celebrant had descended from the steps of 
the altar, two ladies splendidly dressed ascended 
in his place. She who, as the wife of the chief 
magistrate of the department, occupied the ripfht, 
was a venerable matron of a gentle and noble 
presence. But her companion was the object of 
universal admiration, not only from her exceeding 
beauty, but also from the grace and charm of her 
wliole bearing. When they were seated, the officer 
who presided at the ceremonial, after addressing a 
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few words to the Utter, wcut down the cb^tteh to 
Bttk tbe chevalieire-eleot The joy of the young 
Bio may be imagined, who^ ttcii his youth and 

station, bad anfif!]>ated no Btich mark of distinc- 
tioTi, when lie was iufonned that he waa not only 
to receive bis crosg of the Legfion of Honour from 
the bands of Mademoiselle d'Olonne, but also to 
have the privile<^e of saluting her on botii her 



cheeks. He had to summon up ail bis Breton 
naivdt not to be a little batsbful at this duuljlc kitm 
on the rerj etepe of the altar> before eo great ft 
mulMtiide ; but 1^ «pMMont not a di** 
potition to be too initicaL WImh the youthii 
tt once friends, brolfaer»4iiHmiia, Mid compankNos 
in study, ftdtsateed to reoeifo the ol valoaf , 
shouts of applause buist ten «Vf ry side ; at th» 
most interesting part of tlie eeremony the shouts re- 
doubled, and they became absolutely deafening 
when Mademoiselle d'Olonne, herself an object of 
enthusiasm, ^^^*a^iolts^v returned tbe sfilute she had 
receiTed froin lier chevalier. As for the lad him- 
self, so bewiidei ed was he with delipfht, that the 
friendly arm of a comrade was needed to assist him 
down the steps. His bead v^ an fjiirly dizzy with 
the beifrbt of calory to which he bad been raised. 
Nor did bis glory set with that da^ 's sun. When 

he returned to Yeinm with his cross of honour, to 
trhich he joined flomedmes the cross of hkdaas.-- 
that cross he had oaoee defended with so mudi 
Sipirit,— he becams for ieimd months a new ai- 
tesdian for visitors to the college. His comrades 
were flivond of iheir hero, and the very townspeople 
also joined in tiie general enthusiasm in bis honour. 
Twice ft day, on his way to and from the college, 
be bad to pft^s before fi eor/>« fff> gnrde which bad 
been estabbsbed vntliin the precincts of the cburcii, 
and twice a day a ^oii]> collected on the gravde 
})la€f' to see the sentinel render him military 
honours. 
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And an thk took place in front of the Tery gate 
over which was once painted, for the diacoinfitiire 
of the cwholan^ the unhappy bird whose fortnnes 
have been already related, bat whose effigy was 
now saperseded by ingenioag emblems, intoiuled 
to transmit their triumph to posterity. Alas for 
the vanity of human expectations! A few years 
more, and the revolution of Jiilv treated the in- 
scriptions and symbols of tlie boys, their Jieiu^s-de- 
liSy and their white banners, as they had treated 
the imperial eagle. So passes away the glory of 
the world. On the portal of the College of Vaimes 
now exists no memorial of the feats of the Little 
Ghouannerie. 
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